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tome  an  abfttad  political  queftion;  above  the 
underftanding  of  the  common  run  of  man- 
<kind.  Too  melancholy"  hive  been  the  con- 
ferences of  it  not  to  make  us  eager  to  re- 
tnove  the  obfeurity  with  which  it  is  ftill  en- 
veloped. The  fimple  light  of  cdmmoii 
fenfe  is  enough  to  Ihow  its  abfurdityj  for 
abfurd  we  miift  call  eveiy  affemblagc  of 
words  which  preftnts  no  rational  meaning, 
and  to  which  we  cannot  even  affix  the  idea 
of  any  thing  poffible. 

The  Faftious,  whofe  intention  it  was  to  an- 
nihilate the  Monarchy,  took  great  care  not 
td  let  it  be  known  that  their  obje<St  was  to 
feize  the  fupreme  power  themfelvesL  "  It 
"  is  to  you,"  faid  they  to  the  multitude— 
"  it  is  to  you  that  the  fovereignty  belongs, 
"  from  you  it  has  been  ufurped ;  there  were 
"  People  before  there  were  Kings;  Kings 
"  were  made  by  the  People  1  therefore,  it  is 
"you  who  are  the  Sovereign,  and  all  we 
"  want  is  to  reftore  you  your  rights/1 

Thofe   who    have    combated   thefe  fo- 
phifms  *  iare  by  far  too  itnetaphyfical  in  their 

reafon- 

*  Nobody  attacked  them  with  more  forcJe  than 
J/.  Malouet  in  the  firft  Affembly.     See  his  Opinions, 

B  ft  vol,  iii. 


4  ANtfALS   Of  THE  [Atro.  17S9*. 

reafonings.  The  People  comprehend  only 
iimple  ideas,  and  we  muft  prefent  no  others  to 
them  if  we  wilh  them  to  underftand  us.  Thus, 
inftead  of  attempting  to  prove  "  that  the 
•f  principle  of  Sovereignty  is  in  the  People, 
"  but  that  the  exercife  cf  the  Sovereignty 
#i  ought  always  to  be  feparated  from  its 
'*  principle ^fo  as  that  the  People,  who  pro~ 
*'  duce  the  elements  ofit.Jhould  dij cover  it 
"  no  more  but  in  a  vifible  afid  command- 
"  ing  Reprefentation  which  imprejfes  them 
€t  with  obedience." — -I  would  have  very 
plainly  ftated  the  following  evident  truths : 

A  Nation  without  a  Government  is  not  a 
fecial  body,  but  only  a  mafs,  more  or  Iefs 
-numerous,  of  perfons  living  in  a  favage 
ftate,  and  always  fubjedt  to  the  law  of  the 
ftrongeft :  this  fovereignty  is  that  of  the  lion 
or  the  tiger. 

When  the  majority  of  perfons  in  fuch,  a 
Nation  have  determined  on  any  form  of  Go- 
vernment whatever,  it  becomes  a  focial 
body,  and  the  whole  of  the  individuals  to- 
gether who  compofe  that  fociety  is  denomi- 
nated by  the  word  People. 

vol.  iii.  pages  48.  50.  J44.  149.  152,  and  153 ;  and  tfic 
Memoirs  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Aix  relative  to  Avignon. 

As 
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As  there  can  exift  no  focial  body  without 
a  Government,  or  Government  without  So- 
vereignty, the  formation  of  the  focial  body 
is  the  original  caufe  of  Sovereignty. 

Sovereignty  confifts  in  the  right  of  making 
iaws  united  with  the  power  neceflary  to  en- 
force them  ;  thefe  are  its  only  and  effentiaj 
elements. 

The  Legislative  and  Executive  powers 
neither  exift  nor  can  be  exercifed  but  by  de- 
legation, except  in  the  cafe  of  conqueft.— «• 
Sovereignty,  then,  is  a  power  eflentially  and 
neceffarily  delegated. 

The  right  of  delegating  this  power,  an4 
that  of  exercifing  it,  are  two  rights  abfo- 
lutely  diftin<5t  which  can  never  be  united  by 
the  People ;  the  former  is  the  only  one  they 
can  poflibly  exercife,  and  confequently  the 
only  one  they  can  claim. 

A  Government  withput  Sovereignty  could 
not  exift ;  for  it  could  govern  nothing.  It  is 
to  the  Government,  then,  that  Sovereignty  is 
infeparably  united. 

Great  care  muft  be  taken  to  diftingiiifh  be* 
tween  the  Government  and  Sovereignty. — 
The  form  of  the  Government,  that  is  to 
fay,  the  number  of  persons  to  whom  the 
exercife  of  Sovereignty   is  delegated,  may 

B3  vary; 
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yary ;  but  the  Sovereignty  is  always  immu* 
table,  and  can  only  exift  in  the  complete 
union  of  the  Legiflative  and  Executive 
powers, 

A  Nation  forming  themfelves  into  a  fo- 
eial  body  may  choofe  the  kind  of  GovernT 
ment  that  beft  fuits  them.  In  making  their 
choice  they  exercife  and  confummate  ths. 
only  right  that  belongs  to  them,  or  that  they 
can  exercife  as  a  National  body. 

The  right  of  doing  a  thing  phyfically 
impoflible  is  a  fuppofition  void  of  fenfe. 
"  It  i?  phyfically  impoflible  that  a  Nation 
comppfed  of  many  millions  of  individuals 
fhould  exercife  in  a  maft  the  Legiflative 
power ;  they  are  therefore  under  the  neceflity 
of  delegating  the  right  of  making  or  agree- 
ing to  laws  for  themf 

It  is  phyfically  impoflible  that  fuch  a  Na- 
tion  fhould  exercife  in  a  mafs  the  Executive 
power ;  for,  on  whom  fliQuld  they  exercife 
it  ?  Where  would  be  their  fubjedts,  if  all  the 
individuals  were  Co-Sovereigns  ?  They  are 
therefore  *  under  the  neceflity  of  delegating 
alfo  the  power  of  enfqrcing  or  executing  the 
laws* 

In  thus^delegating  the  two  powers  whicht 

conftitute  the  Sovereignty,  the  People  cannot 

'"  '   v  ' be 
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be  faid  to  difpoffefs  themfelves  of  it ;  for,  to 
difpoflefs  ourfelves  of  a  right  it  muft  be 
vefted  in  us :  now,  the  right  of  doing  a  thing 
phyfically  impoflible  cannot  be  vefted  any- 
where. 

The  delegation  of  thefe  two  powers, 
which  muft  neceflarily  follow  the  adoption 
of  any  form  of  Government  whatever,  is, 
comparing  great  things  with  fmall,  a  right 
(imUar  to  thai  exencifed  by  a  meeting  of  In- 
habitants when  they  proceed  to  appoint  a 
M^yor,  an  Alderman,  and  other  Civil  Of- 
ficers ;  or  by  an  Army  privileged  to  choofe 
their  general ;  nor  would  it  be  more  abfurd 
to  tell  thofe  Inhabitants  that  they  are  the 
Mayor  and  thje  Alderman,  of  the  Army  that 
they  axe  the  general,  than  tp  telj  the  People 
that  they  are  the  Sovereign.  Yet  this  ab- 
furdity  it  is  which  has  overthrown  the  moft 
ancient  and  the  fineft  Monarchy  of  Europe. 
The  People,  who  h^ye  neyejr  annexed  ?ny 
other  idea  to  the  words  Sovereign  and  So- 
vereignty t  than  that  of  King  and  of  Royalty, 
have  argued  thus — "  The  Nation  "is  the  So- 
"  vereign,  the  Sovereign  is  King :  We  are 
€i  the  Nation,  therefore  we  are  King.  "-7 
And  the  cry  of  "  Five  le  Roi"  became 
'*  Yive  la  Nation." 

B  4  This 
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This  fimple  idea  led  them  to  another  not 
lefs  fo.  M  If  the  People  be  Sovereign,  that 
€t  is  to  fay  £m#,  they  ought  to  have  fubi 
"  je&s*  for  there  cannot  be  a  King  without 
• «  fubjeds.  The  Clergy,  the  Nobility,  th6 
♦*  Ariftocrats,  are-not  the  People*  thefe  to 
,  *€  be  fure  then  muft  be  our  fubjeds."  Such 
4ias  been  their  logic,  and  they  have  reignid 
over  their  fubjefts  according  to  their  mode, 
by  pillaging  them,  and  cutting  their 
throats  *. 

In  like  manner  was  it  the  intention  of  the 
Palais-Royal  Patriots  to  reign  over  the  Af- 
fembly  themfelves,  at  the  crifis  when  they 


*  They  who  had  thrown  the  Sovereignty  into  thb 
hands  of  the  Brigands,  fearing  to  be  in  their  turn  pil- 
laged and  maffacred,  to  pervert  the  danger,  broached 
the  maxim  of  political  equality.  The  People,  who  as 
little  underftood  this  phrafe  as  that  of  fovereignty^  an-» 
nexed'an  idea  to  it  that  was  moft  agreeable  to  their  vanity 
and  their  covetoufnefs.  As  foon  as  the  Clergy,  Nobi- 
lity, and  Ariftocrats,  were  annihilated,  the  claffes  ctf 
the  inhabitants  were  all  confounded  in  that  of  the  Peo- 
ple. The  Sovereignty,  become  the  right  of  all,  had  no 
objeft  for  its  exercife,  and  the  bloody  anarchy  that  was. 
the  confequence  of  this  left  it  in  the  hands  of  the  moft 
determined  villains.  Thus,  as  the  word  fovereignty  of 
the  People  had  dethroned  the  King,  the  word  equa Kty  de-r 
fhroned  the  People, 

3  WW* 
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were  difcufling  the  great  queftion  of  tha  * 
Royal  affent.  The  Ele&ors  of  Paris  in- 
formed the  Minifter  of  the  commotions  iti 
the  Capital,  by  a  letter  dated  the  30th  of 
Augiift,  at  ten  at  night.  This  letter,  com- 
municated by  M.  de  St.  Priefi,  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  The  Aflembly  of  the  Reprefentatives 
*f  of  the  Capital  charge  me  to  inform  you 
*l  that  there  is  a  confiderable  number  of  ci- 
>*  tizens  aflembled  in  the  Palais-Roydl% 
*<»  who  talk  of  proceeding  to  Verfailles.— 
*f  The  Aflembly  have  de  fired  the  Comman- 
*€  der  in  Chief  to  give  orders  for  putting  a 
'*  ftop  to  it,  and  for  preventing  the  confe* 
"  quences  of  this  mob.  We  thought  it  pro- 
•M  per  to  inform  you  of  it,  that  precautions 
*•  might  be  taken.*3 

Another  letter  of  the  fame  night,  dated 
at  two  o'clock,  informed  the  Minifter,  that 
the  fteps  taken  by  M.  de  la  Fayette  had 
fubdued  the  ferment  of  the  Palais-Royal 
meetings,  and  reftored  peace. 

The  reading  of  thefe  letters  was  followed 
by  intelligence  much  lefs  tranquillifing. 
#f.  de  Lally  mentioned,  that  in  the  night 
he  had  been  called  upon  by  a  'Deputation, 
£pmpofed  of  a  Lawyer  and  an  Engineer, 

who 
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who  had  told  him  "  that  they  were  foleronly 
44  deputed  to  him  as  a  good  citiien,  to  de* 
44  liver  into  his  hands  a  motion  which  had 
"  been  drawn  up  in, the  Palais-Royal,  and 
44  whieh  was  to  be  fent  round  next  day  to 
44  all  the  diftridts;  that  the  tendency  of  if 
44  was,  to  call  for  an  ele&ion  of  new  Depu* 
44  ties,  and  an  impeachment  of  thofe  turned 
44  out,  their  perfons  ceafing  to-  be  inviola? 
44  hie  j  and  that  the  number  of  the  Depu^ 
44  ties  fet  down  as  Traitors  and  Ariftocrats, 
44  who  were  for  pafling  the  abfolute  veto% 
41  was  considerable." 

The  Prefident  then  read  the  following 
anonymous  letter  dire<5tedtohim,  and  which 
he  had  juft  received ; 

44  The  Patriotic  Aflembly  of  the  Palais* 
44  Royal  have  the  honour  to  make  it  known 
44  to  you,  that  if  thp  Ajiftocratic  Fadtion, 
41  formed  by  fome  of  the  Nobility,  Clergy,  * 
44  and  a  hundred-and-twenty  ignorant  and 
44  corrupt  members,  continue  to  difturb  the 
4<  general  hanpony,  and  ftill  infift  upon  the 
"  abfolute  ajfent ;  15,000  men  are  ready  to 
44  enlighten  their  country- feats  and  houfesf 
"  and  particularly  your  own." 

The  Secretaries  to  the  AiTembly  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  much  to  the  fame  purpofe  t-r 

41  Your 
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•'  Your  houfes  (it  faid)  (hall  anfwer  for 
44  your  opinions,  and  we  hope  that  the  old 
44  leflbns  will  begin  anew.  Look  to  it,  and 
44  take  care  of  yourfelves." 

The  following  are  the  heads  of  the  mo- 
tion that  was  delivered  to  M .  de  Lally : 

44  We  are  now  arrived  at  the  critical  mo- 
V  ment  of  French  Liberty.  Being  informed 
44  that  feveral  members  are  reftrained  by 
44  the  different  articles  of  their  inftrudtions, 
44  we  think  it  is  time  to  recall  them ;  and  as 
44  the  pcrfon  of  a  Deputy  is  facred  and  invi- 
f4  olable,  they  may  bs  impeached  after 
44    their  recall. 

44  The  Veto  does  not  belong  to  one  man, 
u  but  to  twenty-five  millions. 

44  The  citizens  affemhled  at  the  Palais- 
f4  Royal  axe  of  opinion  that  the  ignorant, 
44  corrupt,  and  fufpe&pd  Deputies  fhould 
44  be  recalled, 

44  It  has  been  unar>imoufly  refolved,  to 
44  go  immediately  to  Versailles,  as  well  to 
41  put  a  flop  to  the  Ariftoqratic  effervefcence 
44  there,  as  to  protect  .the  lives  of  the  worthy 
ri  Deputies  whicji  are  in  danger  *• 
"  Refolved  at  the  Palais-Royal,  Auguft  30." 

Other 

J  The  framers  of  the  Refolution  had  in  fa&  fet  out, 

at 
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Other  Deputies  alfo  mentioned  anonymous 
letters  received  by  them.  The  boldeft  feized 
this  occafion  to  difplay  their  intrepidity, 
while  others  preferved  a  marked  filence.  A 
motion  was  made  and  feconded,  for  remov- 
ing the  Affembly  to  another  place,  fhould 
the  Mayor,  and  Commander  of  the  bourgeois 
militia,  not  be  able  to  anfwer  for  the  tran- 
quillity of  Paris  ;  but  Target,  the  advocate, 
known  in  the  Revolution  for  his  ridiculous 
phrafe  of  peace  and  concord  followed  by 
calm  and  tranquillity,  very  aptly  obferved, 
that,  as  the  laft  official  letter  of  the  Paris 
Electors  mentioned  that  all  was  quiet,  there 
were  no  grounds  for  a  Refolution;  and  the 
Affembly  adopted  his  opinion. 

It  was  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  National 
Affembly  to  be  alarmed,  or  even  to  give 
their  attention  to  the  ferment  of  fome  hun<- 
dred  idlers  of  the  Palais-Royal,  whole 
routs  and  affernblings  the  old  police  would 
have  difperfed  in  an  inftant.  But  the  Muni*, 
cipality,  and  Commander  of  the  bourgeois 
militia,  uniting  the  powers,  had  at  their  com- 
mand more  than  means  fufficient  to  reprefs 
all   thofe    patriotic    extravagancies.      They 

at  the  head  of  about  fifteen  hundred  perfons  ;  but  they 
were  prevented  from  going  oil  by  the  bourgeois  militia. 

might 
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might  very  eafily  have  prevented  the  mobs  ; 
they  might  have  extolled  the  wifdom  and  ci- 
.vifm  of-  the  Aflemblies  of  the  diftridfcs,  to 
enable  themfelves,  without  lofing  their  po- 
pularity, to  prohibit  all  other  Aflemblies, 
and  confequently  to  (hut  up  the  Clubs  and 
Coffee-houfes  at  the  Palais-Royal,  where 
the  moft  worthlefs  fellows  and  moft  vio- 
lent fpirits  of  the  Capital  were  colle<5tedf 
Who  while  together  kept  up  and  increaf- 
©d  their  audacity  to  a  formidable  pitch, 
but  difperfed  in  their  refpe&ive  diftri&s 
would  have  made  no  impreflion.. 

The  debate  upon  the  Royal  Aflent,  and 
oil  the  abfolute  or  fufpenfive  Veto,  was 
protra&ed  to  the  nth  of  September;  when 
it  was  interrupted  by  the  patriotic  offerings 
of  fome  female  artifts,  who  came  to  prefent 
to  fhe  Country  their  ear-rings,  fhoe-buckles, 
watch-chains,  baubles,  and  other  articles  of 
jewelry  in  gold  or  filver,  which  were  all 
gratefully  received  by  the  Aflembly.1  Thefe 
offerings  foon  became  the  fignal  for  a  gene- 
ral attack  upon  every  peffon,  of  what  condir 
tion  foever,  who  had  the  imprudence  to  ap- 
«pear  in  the  Greets  with  gold  watch-chains 
or  filver-buckles,  which  were  prefently  takeft 
from  them  by  bands  of  filhwomen,  in  the 

name 
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name  of  the  Nation,  for  the  payrnent  of  the 
Public  Debt. 

The  Palais- Royal  Patriots  being  com* 
pelled  to  renounce  their  project  of  going  to 
Verfailles,  fent  a  Deputation  to  the  Qom* 
xnune,  demanding  an  immediate  convocation 
of  the  Affcmblies  of  the  Diftridts,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  adopting  a  refolution  upon  thfc 
Veto,  upon  the  recall  or  confirmation  of. 
the  Deputies  of  Paris,  and  upon  the  necef* 
fity  of  drawing  up  new  inftrudtions,  expla* 
natory  of  the  former,  relative  to  the  Veto*. 
The  Reprefentatives  of  the  Commune  gave  &  , 
firm  anfwer  to  this  Deputation,  and  paflcd  a 
fevere  refolution,  which  for  fome  time  re- 
preffed  thofe  feditious  operations  :  they 
charged  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 

*  The  people  of  Paris  firmly  believed  that  the  Vtto 
was  a  tax  :  in  the  country  a  much  more  dreadful  idea 
Was  conceived  of  it.  "  Do  you  know  (faidanhoneftpea- 
"  fant  to  his  neighbour)  what  the  Veto  is  ? " — "  Not  I  ."— 
*f  Then  I'll  tell  you :— You  have  your  porringer  full  of 
a  foup,  the  King  tells  you  to  fpill  it,  fpill  it  you  muft, 
"  that's  all."  Another,  whom  I  alked  what  he  under- 
ftood  by  the  fufpenjive  Veto%  againft  which  he  was  pour- 
ing forth  the  mod  violent  imprecations,  anfwered,  that 
f*  if the  Jipenjive  (mifpronouncing  the  word)  fliould  pafs, 
"  the  King  and  his  Minifters  might  hang  whom  they 
€t  pleafed."  It  was  with  fome  difficulty  I  convinced 
bini  of  the  contrary. 

Bourgeois 
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Bourgeois  Militia  to  make  ufe  of  every  force 
neceflary  againft  the  difturbers  of  the  peace, 
to  caufe  them  to  be  arrefted  and  committed 
to  prifon,  in  order  to  be  tried  and  punifhed 
as  the  cafe  required.  Several  of  them,  and 
particularly  a  pretended  Marquis  of  St.  Hu- 
ruge*  one  of  the  moft  noted  brawlers  at  the 
Palais-Royal,  were  confined  in  the  Chatelet 
till  quiet  was  re-eftablifhed. 

The  debate  upon  the  Royal  Aflent  took  in 
alfo  the  arrangement  of  the  Legiflative  body, 
or  rather  the  queftion  of  its  confifting  of 
two  chambers  or  one  only.  It  was  not 
without  a  view  that  thefe  two  queftions, 
fufficiently  important  and  diftind  to  have 
been  treated  feparately,  were  brought  toge- 
ther. The  ihtereft  of  the  former  depended 
entirely  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  latter 
fliould  be  decided.  With  a  Legiflative 
Body,  compofed  of  two  Chambers,  having 
the  mutual  privilege  of  rejecting  each  what 
the  other  had  rcfolved,  independently  of  the 
Royal  Veto,  the  enemies  of  the  Throne 
would  have  had  much  lefs  means  of  over- 
turning it :  aqd  if  the  plan  of  the  two  Cham- 
bers had  prevailed,  there  is  no  doubt  they 
would  have  united  all  their  efforts  to  prevent 
die  Vetoes  being  granted  to  the  K#ng.  On 
1  .*      the 
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the  other  hand,  with  a  Legiflative  Body  con^ 
lifting  of  a-  fingle  Chamber,  the  abfolute  or 
fufpenfive  Veto,-  without  the  power  of  dif* 
folving  the  Affembly,  could  only  be  a  ufelefs 
prerogative  to  be  (hut  up  with  the  anti- 
quated trappings  of  the  Throne;  or  an  in- 
ftrument  moft  fatal  to  the  King  who  Ihould 
attempt  to  ufe  it.  The  arrangement  then  of 
the  Legiflative  I^ody  was  firft  fettled:  on 
the  8th  of  September  it  was  decjded  that  it 
Ihould  be  permanent,  and  on  the  10th  that  it 
Ihould  confift  but  of  one  Chamber. 

The  next  day,  at  the  opening  of  the  Sit* 
ting,  the  debate  on  the  Royal  Affent  having 
been  concluded,  juft  as  the  queftion  was 
about  to  be  put  to  the  vote,  the  Prefident  read 
a  letter  written  to  him  by  Mr.  Necker,  in 
which  he  obferved,  that  fche  Minifters  hav- 
ing thought  it  their  duty  to  confult  the  King 
on  the  fubjedt:  now  before  the  Affembly,  his 
Majefty,  upon  confidering  it,  had  authorifed 
him  to  fubmit  to  the  Affembly  the  Memo- 
rial which  accompanied  his  letter. 

The  greateft  fervice  that  the  Minifters 
could  have  rendered  the  King  on  this  occa- 
fion,  would  have  been  to  have  made  him 
take  the  refolution  of  accepting  no  Veto, 
before  it  were  decided  whether  his  Majefty 

fhould 
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(hould  or  (hould  not  have  the  right  of  dif- 
fering the  Affembly,  and  of  perfifting  in 
his  refufal  if  that  right  were  not  granted 
him.  Several  Dep*ities,  and  among  the  reft 
Mirabeau,  fufpedhng  that  this  might  be  the 
objedt  of  Mf.  Neckcr's  Memorial,  main- 
tained,  that  fuppofing  the  King  (hould  refufe 
the  Veto,  tltfit  prerogative  (hould  never- 
theless be  annexed  to  the  Royal  authority. 
Thofe  who  were  for  paffing  the  abfolute 
Veto  were  afraid  left  Mr.  Necker  (hould 
propofe  the  fufpenfive.  Both  thefc  motives 
concurred  in  producing  a  refolution  that  the 
Manorial  (hould  not  be  read.  The  quef- 
tion  upon  the  Royal  Affent  was  then  re- 
duced to  three  propofitions,  which  were  put 
to  the  vote  in  the  following  order  2 

lft.  May  the  King  refufe  his  affent  tp  the 
A&s  of  the  Legiflative  Powejr  ? 

2d..  In  the  cafe  of  the  King's  refusing  his 
affent,  (hall  fuch  refufal  be  fufpenfive  or 
abfolute  ? 

3d.  In  the  cafe  of  the  King's  refufel  be- 
ing fufpenfive,  for  what  time  (hall  it  laft  ? 

The  firft  propofition  paffed  in  the  affirma- 
tive almoft  unanimoufty\  On  the  fecpnd  it 
was  -decided  by  693  votes  againft  325,  that 
the   King's    refufal    (hould  be  fuigeofive. 

Vol.  II.  C  Tfcfc 
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The  third  propofition  was  adjourned  till  the 
next  day;  but  the  important  queftions  to 
which  it  gave  birth,  delayed  the  decifion  of 
it  till  the  21  ft,  when  it  Was  decreed,  con- 
formably to  wfyat  had  been  propofed  by 
Mr.  Necker  in  his  Memorial  which  was 
published,  that  the  Royal  Affent  could  be 
fufpended  only  for  two  Affemblies ;  and 
that  it  could  not  be  refufed  to  a  third  Affem- 
\\y ,  if  the  rejedted  plan  of  a  law  fhould  be  a 
lecond  time  prefented  by  them. 

In  the  interval  between  the  Sitting  of  the 
nth  and  that  of  the  2ift,  the  AfTembly  re- 
cognifed  with  acclamations,  and  declared 
unanimoufly  as  fundamental  points  of  the 
French  Monarchy, 

1  ft.  That  the. King's  perfon  was  facred 
and  inviolable. 

2dly.  That  the  Throne  was  indivifible.     - 

3dly.  That  the  Crown  was  hereditary  in 
the  male  line  by  order  of  primogeniture,  to 
the  total  exclufion  of  females  and  their  de- 
fendants. 

On  this  occafion  the  great  queftion  of  the 
rights  of  the  Houfe  of  Spain,  and  the  vali- 
dity of  the  renunciation  made  by  Philip  V. 
to  the  crown  of  France,  was  agitated.  The 
warmth  with  which  Mirabeau  fupported 

the 
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the  interefts  of  the  branch  of  Orleans  pro- 
longed this  debate  for  feveral  Sittings,  and 
rendered  them  very  tumultuous:  but  the 
Aflembly  in  fpite  of  his  efforts  contented 
themfelves  with  declaring,  that  by  the  arti- 
cle relative  to  the  defcent  of  the  crown,  no- 
thing was  meant  to  prejudice  the  effed:  of 
the  renunciations  ** 

Two  days  after  the  firft  decrees  of  the 
Affent  were  paffed,  the  Aflembly  gave  the 
King  an  opportunity  of  exercifing  this  pre- 
rogative, and  of  eftimating  the  exalt  value 
of  it.  They  ordered  that  the  articles  de- 
creed on  the  4th  of  Auguft,  and  drawn  up  in 
the  following  Sittings,  fhould  be  prefented 
to  his  Majefly:  but  whether  they  fhould 
be  prefented  to  receive  his  affent,  or  pofi- 
tively  to  be  promulgated,  was  long  the  fub- 
je£fc  of  altercation.  They  who  held  that  the 
promulgation  was  all  that  was  required 
maintained,  that  thofe  refolutions  being  con- 

*  One  of  the  Members  of  the  Aflembly  (BiauzatJ 
moved,  that  it  fhould  be  inferted  in  the  Minutes  that  this 
great  and  important  queftion  had  been  difcufled  in  the 
abfence  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans.  "  Very  proper  (faid 
"  another  Member  from  the  other  end  of  the  Hall) ;  but 
"  we  muft  add  alfo  that  it  was  difcufled  in  the  abfenc* 
"  of  the  King  of  Spain."  This  piece  of  wit  difcon- 
certcd  the  mover,  and  the  motion  fell  to  the  ground. 

C  2  ftitutional, 
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ftitutional,  the  King's  affcnt  was  not  want- 
ing to  them;  a  principle  that  was  pretty 
generally  acknowledged  by  the  Affembly  c 
but  the  difficulty  lay  in  determining  whether 
thofe  resolutions  were  conftitutional,  or  whe- 
ther they  were  altogether,  or  in  part,  oniy 
a£ts  of  legiflation.  The  latter  opinion  pre- 
vailed; and  it  was  in  conference  decided 
that  the  Prefident  fliould  wait  upon  the 
King,  to  befcech  him  to  give  his  affent  to 
them.  From  this  debate  it  was  very  evident 
that  not  only  the  Conftitution  was  to  be 
tnade  without  the  King's  concurrence,  but 
that  it  would  be  the  fame  with  every  decree 
which  the  Affembly  fhould  pleaie  to  term 
Conftitutional ;  nor  was  it  long  before  they 
abufed  this  opening* 

In  the  Sitting  of  the  18th  the  Preiident 
read  the  King's  anfwer  to  the'requeft  that 
had  been  made  to  him,  of  affenting  to  the 
refolutions  of  the  4th  of  Auguft  and  the  fol- 
lowing days.  It  was  replete  with  modera- 
tion and  wifdom.  "  Several  of  thefe  arti- 
"  cles  (faid  his  Majefty)  are  but  the  out- 
"  lines  of  laws  which  it  is  neceffary  that  the 
€l  Affembly  fliould  complete.  I  wifh  t<^ 
"  know  how  you  mean  to  apply  them  : 
"  for,  while  I  approve  of  the  general  fpirit 
3  "  of 
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44  of  your  refolutions,  there  are  &  few  ar- 
44  tides  to  which  I  could  only  give  a  con- 
41  ditional  fandfcion.  I  will  acquaint  you 
4€  with  the  refult  of  my  reflexions,  and 
44  thofe  of  my  Council;  on  this  fubje<ft. 
44  If  afterwards  I  fhould  find  it  neceffary, 
44  I  fhall  not  hefitate  '  to  modify  or  even 
44  to  relinquifh  my  opinions.  It  will  al- 
44  ways  give  me  great  pain  to  fee  or  think 
4<  differently  from  the  Affembly."  This 
introduction  was  followed  by  very  juft  ob* 
Nervations  on  each  of  the  articles,  the  greater 
number  of  which  his  Majefty  approved,  and 
to  which  he  promifed  to  affent  as  foon  as 
they  were  formed  into  laws. 

This  letter,  written  in  the  friendly  ftyle  of 
a  good*  father  reafoning  with  his  children, 
did  not  faftsfy  the  Affembly,  and  exafpe* 
rated  the  more  violent  members  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  one  of  them  (ChapeUer)  had  the 
infolence  to  begin  his  fpeech  with  thefe 
words : — The  kind  of  language  you  have 
heard  read  from  the  King.  Several  Mem- 
bers of  the  Order  of  the  Nobility,  fhocked 
at  the  indecency  of  the  exprcffion,  interrupted 
the  fpeaker,  and  obliged  him  to  change  his 
tone :  yet  it  was  decreed  on  his  motion,  fup- 
ported  by  Mirabeau  and  the  party,  that  the 

C  3  Frefidcnt 
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Prefident  fhould  inftantly  wait  upon  the 
King,  not  to  afk  as  before  his  aflent  to  the 
refolutions  of  the  4th  of  Auguft,  for  it  was 
decided  they  did  not  ftand  in  need  of  that, 
but  to  befeech  his  Majefty  to  order  the  pro- 
mulgation of  them  without  delay.  The 
Prefident  was  charged  at  the  fame  time  to 
affure  the  King,  that  when  the  National 
Affembly  went  upon  the  detail  of  the  laws, 
they  would  pay  the  moft  refpe<Sful  attention 
to  the  reflexions  and  obfervations  which  his 
Majefty  had  been  good  enough  to  communis 
cate  to  them. 

The  King,  in  his  anfwer  to  this  fecond 
requeft,  obferved,  that  promulgation  belonged 
only  to  laws  completed  and  drawn  up  in  a 
regular  form,  fo  that  they  could  be  imme- 
diately put  into  execution ;  but  that  as  he 
approved  the  general  fpirit  of  the  refolutions 
of  the  4th  of  Auguft,  and  feveral  of  their 
articles,  he  would  order  them  to  be  pub-*- 
liftied  throughout  the  Kingdom.  "  I  do 
"  not  doubt  (added  his  Majefty),  from  the 
11  difpofition  you  manifeft,  that  I  (hall  be 
44  able  with  perfect  juftice  to  give  my  aflent 
44  to  all. the  laws  you  (hall  decree  upon  the 
11  various  fubje&s  contained  in  your  Refo* 
41  Jutions/V 

The 
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The  Conftitutionalifts  and  Democrats  were 
completely  fatisfied  with  this  anfwer,  which 
they  confidered  as  a  proof  that  the  King  be- 
gan to  underftand,  that  when  they  granted 
him  the  Veto,  they  meant  nothing  more 
than  to  impofe  upon  him  the  obligation  of 
affenting,  without  hefitation,  to  all  the  de- 
crees the  Affembly  (hould  pleafe  to  prefent 
to  him. 

The  attack  made,  by  the  Refolutions  of 
the  4th  of  Auguft,  upon  property  of  the 
higheft  importance  and  hitherto  the  mod  re- 
fpe&ed,  completely  extinguifhed  the  remains 
of  credit  from  which  Mrf  Necher  laboured 
to  take  advantage:  his  fecond  loap  was  not 
more  fortunate  than  his  fifft;  the  patriotic 
offerings  and  donations  multiplied  in  vain  j 
they  but  the  more  exppfed  the  penurious 
fituation  of  the  treafury,  which  was  reduced 
to  fuch  miferable  refources.  This  inevitable 
effedt  of  the  deftrudtion  of  public  credit  was 
to  be  imputed,  it  was  faid,  to  the  pretended 
fcarcity  of  money;  nor  was  it  without  a 
view  that  this  impofition  was  propagated  2 
it  led  to  the  belief  of  much  more  ferious 
ones*  The  Ariftocrats,  already  denounced 
in  all  the  revolutionary  pamphlets  as  en- 
groffers  of  corn,  and  as  attempting  to  ficken 

C4  the 
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the  people  of  liberty  by  famine,  were  now 
alfo  accufed  of  engroffing  the  coin  and  of 
fending  it  out  of  the  kingdom,  in  order  to 
flop  the  Revolution  by  bankruptcy.  A  wag* 
gon  belonging  to  the  Prince  of  Lambefc, 
covered  with  a  tilt  marked  with  his  ^rms, 
containing  fome  of  his  goods,  was  reported 
to  be  loaded  with  gold,  which  the  Queer* 
was  fending  to  the  Emperor.  It  was  flop- 
ped at  the  barrier;  and  driven  to  the  Hotel- 
dc-Ville,  where  it  was  examined  and  detained 
till  a  decree  of  the  Affembly  was  paifed  to 
fuflFer  it  to  proceed  on  its  way.  But  tha 
ftory  of  the  waggon  of  gold  loft  nothing  of 
its  effedt;  it  was  repeated  with  the  fame 
confidence,  and  always  with  fome  new  ex- 
aggeration %  fometimes  as  to  the  fum,  and 
fometimes  as  to  the  number  of  waggons, 
A  declaration  made  by  a  fifhwoman  or  % 
workman  at  the  HoUL&c-Vdlc  was  em- 
ployed to  confirm  this  pretended  fadt.  It 
was  by  thus  keeping  the  people  in  a  peq>cT 
tual  ftate  of  diftruft  and  irritation,  that  the 
factious  were  making  way  for  the  fuccefs  of 
the  decifive  explofion  they  were  meditating. 
The  murmurs  upon  the  fcarcity  of  money 
becoming  daily  more  violent,  the  King  and 
Queen  took  the  refolution  of  fending  their 

plate 
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plate  to  the  Mint  When  the  Aflembly 
were  informed  of  it  they  appeared  fenfiblc  of 
the  factifice,  and  endeavoured  to  prevent  its 
being  put  into  execution.  They  dire&ed 
the  Prefident  to  go  inftantly  to  the  King, 
and  befeech  him  to  keep  his  plate. — "  I 
«  am  extremely  feniible  (replied  the  King) 
'*  of  the  attention  fhown  me  by  the  Aflcm- 
'•  bly,  affure  them  of  it  for  me;  but  I  muft 
M  notwithftanding  perfift  in  an  intention 
M  which  the  fcarcity  of  coin  renders  proper. 
*<  Neither  the  Queen  nor  myfelf  think  any 
*c  thing  of  this  facrifice."  ' 

This  example  would  certainly  have  been 
generally  followed,  but  it  was  no  doubt 
feared  left  it  (hould  become  a  means  of  po- 
pularity to  thofe  who  fhould  follow  it ;  and 
therefore  all  merit  in  the  facrifice  was  de- 
stroyed by  making  it  a  matter  of  neceffity. 
It  was  declared,  that  a  lift  of  all  thofe  who 
fhould  fend  therr  plate  to  the  Mint,  with  the 
date  of  the  days  when  fent,  (hould  be  pub- 
lifhed  every  day  in  the  Paris  Journal,  with 
*n  account  of  the  number  of  ounces  fent  .by 
each  perfon :  thus  making  it  impoflible  for 
thofe  who  had  plate  to  preferve  it  without 
expofing  themfelves  to  very  ferious  infults 

from 
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from  the  mob,  on  the  bafe  report  of  a  fer- 
vant  or  workman. 

In  the  fitting  of  the  24th  of  September, 
Mr.  Necker  attended,  and  made  a  very  cir- 
ciimftantial  report  of  the  ftate  of  the  Finan- 
ces ;  in  which  he  fixed  the  deficit  at  fixty- 
one  millions,  and  declared  the  Heceflity  of 
an  extraordinary  fupply  of  eighty  millions 
for  the  following  year,  the  impoffibility  of 
attempting  new  loans,  and  the  ftate  of  all  the 
reductions  and  favings  that  could  be  made 
in  the  expenecs,  &c. 

The  refources  he  propofed  for  the  enfuing 
year  confifted,  ift,  Of  a  temporary  tax, 
under  the  name  of  Voluntary  Contribution, 
which  he  calculated  would  amount  to  the 
fourth  of  the  income.  2d,  In  a  contribution 
of  two  or  three  per  cent,  on  the  value  of 
plate,  money  and  jewels.  "  The  peafant's 
€i  wife  (faid  he)  will  give  her  golden  crofs 
"  and  ring,  and  not  be  the  lefs  happy 
"  for  it." 

He  informed  the  Aflembly,  that  in  order 
to  provide  for  immediate  wants,  the  King 
had  authorifed  the  receiving  the  filver  that 
fhould  be  brought  to  the  Mint,  giving  re- 
ceipts to  the  bearers  for  the  amount,  and  a 

note 
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note  for  the  payment  of  its  value.  He  pro- 
pofed  to  iix  the  value  of  filver  at  6  livres 
15  fols*  the  ounce  in  receipts  payable  at  iix 
months  date,  and  at  7  livres  5  fols -f- in  favour 
of  thofe  who  fliould  agree  to  carry  their  re- 
ceipts to  the  loan  without  making  it  up  with 
paper  money.  He  depended  alfo  a  great 
deal  upon  the  Caijfe  d'Efcompte*  and  thought 
it  might  be  prudent  to  eredt  it  into  a  National 
Bank. 

It  was  in  the  debate  that  took  place  upon 
this  report  that  the  Archbifhop  of  Paris 
offered,  in  the  name  of  the  Order  of  the 
Clergy,  all  the  plate  belonging  to  the 
churches  that  was  not  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  the  decency  of  Divine  worfhip.  This 
generous  facrifice  was  attended  with  tranf- 
ports  of  joy,  and  general  applaufe.  Thus 
the  Clergy,  already  robbed  of  their  landed 
property,  were  alfo  ft  ripped  of  their  move- 
ables: their  plate  was  wrought  into  crown- 
pieces,  and  Ihortly  after  their  bells  were 
jnelted  into  fous. 

Mirabeau,  who  was  known  to  be  Necker** 
enemy,  fpoke  as  eloquently  as  artfully  in 
favour  of  his  plan  :  "  The  revenues  of  the 

*  54  Hvres  the  mark.  t  58  livres  the  mark. 

"  State 
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State  (faid  he)  are  exhaufted,  the  treafuiy 
empty,  public  authority  has  loft  its  fpring; 
to-morrow  will  your  interpofition  be  nc* 
ceflary,  nay  it  is  neceflary  to-day,  at  this 
very  moment.  In  fuch  circumftances  it 
appears  to  me  impoffible  feither  to  offer  a 
plan  to  the  Minifter  at  the  head  of  the 
Finances,  or  to  be  fcrupulous  about  the 
one  he  propofes  to  us. 
"  It  would  not  become  your  wifdom  to 
render  yourfelves  refponfible  for  the  event, 
either  by  rejecting  means  which  you  have 
no  time  to  inveftigate,  or  by  fubftituting 
any  which  you  have  not  leifure  thorough- 
ly to  digeft.  The  unbounded  reliance 
which  the  Nation  has  at  all  times  placed 
in  the  Minifter  whom  their  acclamations 
recalled,  fufficiently  authorifes  you,  f 
fhould  imagine,  to  give  him  unlimited 
confidence  in  the  prefent  circumftances. 
Agree  to  his  propofais  without  anfwering 
for  them,  as  you  have  not  time  to  confif 
der  them :  agree  to  them  through  confi- 
dence in  the  Minifter,  and  think,  that  in 
beftowing  upon  him  this  kind  of  provi- 
fional  Di&atorfhip,  you  fulfill  your  diUy 
as  Citizens  and  Reprefentatives  of  the 
Nation. 

"  If 
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"  If  Mr,  Necktr  (hould  fucceed,  we  will 
."  bkft  his  fuccefs,  for  which  wc  (hall  have 
**  given  the  better  chance  the  more  complete 
*•  our  compliance,  the  more  unreftrained 
€i  our  confidence.  Should  he,  which  God 
€€  forbid !  fail  in  his  painful  enterprifc, 
"  great  no  doubt  would  be  the  (hock  re- 
**  ceived  by  the  National  veffel  in  fbriking 
*c  the  fhoal  on  which  her  favourite  pilot 
"  (Hould  have  run  her :  but  the  (hock  would 
"  not  difcourage  us;  you  would  (till  be 
"  there,  Gentlemen,  your  credit  unhurt, 
."  and  the  public  body  remaining  whole, 

"  Let  us  look  to  happier  omens;  let  us 
41  decree  the  Minifter's  propofals,  and  truft 
"  that  his  genius,  aided  by  the  natural  re- 
**  fources  of  the  fined  Kingdom  on  the  earth, 
4€  and  the  fervent  zeal  of  ah  Aflembly 
*'  which  has  given,  and  (till  gives,  fuch 
"  glorious  examples,  will  be  able  to  rife  to 
€t  the  level  of  our  neceffities  and  of  our  cir- 
"  cumftances*" 

So  much  confidence  and  fo  much  praife 
lavilhed  on  Mr,  Necker  by  the  moft  opek 
enemy  he  had  in  the  Aflembly,  appeared 
fufpicious  to  his  friends.  Mirabeau's  eager- 
nefs  for  the  ftfinifter's  plan  being  adopted, 
made  them  featr  that  he  was  certain  it  would 

fail, 
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fail,  or  that  it  was  his  defign  to  counteract  \U 
Some  of  them  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  fd 
plainly  threw  out  this  fufpicion/as  to  autho- 
rife  Mirabeau  to  explain  himfelf ;  which  hfc 
did  with  the  moft  artful  appearance  of 
franknefs.  44  I  have  not  the  honour  (faid 
44  he)  of  being  among  the  friends  of  the 
44  Minifter  at  the  head  of  the  Finances ;  but 
44  were  I  his  moft  affedtionate  friend,  I 
••  would  not  hefitate  a  moment,  as  the  friend 
44  of  my  Country,  above  all,  as  a  Rcprefenta- 
44  tive  of  the  Nation,  to  expofe  him  rather 
44  than  the  National  Affembly  to  any  hazard. 
44  Such  are  my  real  fentiments;  I  never 
44  meant  to  deny  or  to  difguife  them ;  and 
44  I  think,  that  although  we  authorife  a  mea- 
44  fure  completely  neceflary,  for  which  We 
44  have  at  prefent  nothing  to  fubftitute,  vtre 
44  ought  not  to  take  it  upon  ourfelves,  or  to 
44  make  it  our  Own  work,  not  having  time 
44  to  confider  it. 

44  Did  our  refpedi  for  public  faith,  our 
<4  horror  at  t he  infamous  -word  bankruptcy \ 
44  reft  oh  lefs  folemn  declarations,  I  might 
44  take  upon  me  to  invert  igatc  the  fecret 
4<  motives,  perhaps,  alas  !  unknown  to  our- 
44  felves,  which  make  us  +£o  imprudently 
41  ftand  aloof  at  the  moment  when  we  are 

44  about 


Sb*t.  1789.I    %  FS.ENCH'  REVOLUTION.  31 

41  about  to  proclaiip  an  ad  of  great  facrifice, 

"  certainly  ineffectual  if  it  be  not  done  ira- 

"  mediately  and  with  full  confidence.     To 

"  thofe  who  familiarize  themfelves  to  the 

14  notion  of  violating  public  engagements, 

€t  through  the  fear  of  facfificing  too  much, 

44  through  the  dread  of  taxation,  I  would 

"  fpeak    thus : — And  what  is  bankruptcy 

€C  but  the  moft  cruel,  the  moft  iniquitous, 

44  the  moft  unequal,  the  moft  difaftrous  of 

"  taxes?     My  friends,  hear  but  a  word,  a 

"  fingle  word.     Two  ages  of  depredations 

44  and  robberies  have  opened  the  gulph  that 

••  is  ready  to  fwallow   up   the  Kingdom. 

4€  This  horrible  gulph  muft  be  filled.   Well, 

44  and  here  is  a  lift  of  Frenchmen  of  pro- 

44  perty.     Choofe  among  the  richeft,  that 

•*  the  fewer  Citizens  may  be  facrificed ;  but 

"  choofe,  for  ought  not  the  fmaller  number 

"  to  perifh  in  order  to  fave  the  mafs  of  the 

"  people?     Come,  thefe  two  thoufand  JV0- 

"  tables  poffefs  what  will  fupply  the  deficit, 

"  reftdre  order  to  your  finances,  peace  and 

44  profperity  to  the  Kingdom;  ftrike,  im- 

*'  molate  without  pity  thefe  wretched  vie* 

<4  tims,  precipitate  them  into  the  abyfs,  and 

€<  it  wiU  clofe,— *— Do  you  ftart  back  with 

"  horror? 
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* c  horror  ? — Inconfiftcnt/pufillanimous  men  \ 
ic  Whatl  do  you  not  fee  then  that  by  de- 
"  crecing  bankruptcy,  orf  what  is  ftill  more 
'•  hateful,  by  rendering  it  inevitable  without 
"  decreeing  it,  you  difgrace  yourfelves  by 
11  an  ad  a  thoufand  times  more  criminal ; 
"  and,  what  is  inconceivable !  criminal  for 
"  no  purpofe;  for,  in  (hort,  the  horrible 
• c  facrifice  which  is  firft  propofed  would  put 
••  an  end  to  the  deficit  before  to-morrow, 
"  — Ye  Stoical  contemplators  of  the  incal- 
"  culable  evils  which  bankruptcy  would 
"  pour  forth  upon  France !  infcnfible,  fclf. 
"  ifli  men !  who  imagine  that  thofe  convul- 
c<  fions  of  defpair  and  mifery  will  pafs 
"  away  like  fo  many  others,,  and  the  more 
"  rapidly  for  being  the  more  violent,  are  ye 
"  very  fure  that  fuch  a  number  of  men 
cc  wanting  bread  will  quietly  fuffer  you  to 
"  relifh  meals,  of  which  you  could  not 
"  confent  to  decreafe  cither  the  frequency 
€l  or  the  luxury  ? — No. — Perifh  ye  will,  and 
"  in  the  general  conflagration  which  ye  do 
**  not  fhudder  at  kindling;  nor  will  the 
M  lofs  of  your  honour  fave  a  fingle  one  of 
•*  your  deteftable  enjoyments  I 

"  This 
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"  This  is  the  road  on  which  we  ate  tra- 
"  veiling,  I  hear  of  patriotifrti,  the  raptures 
*€  of  patriotifm,  the  invocations  of  patriot. 
"  ifm:  prithee  do  not  proftitute  the  words 
4€  patriotifm  and  country.  Is  it  a  very  ge- 
*'  ncrous  effort,  then,  to  give  a  part  of  yout 
44  income  in  order  to  fa$e  all  you  poffefs? 
"  Why,  Gentlemen,  it  is  nothing  more  than 
<c  tommon  arithmetic ;  and  he  who  can  hefi- 
* '  tate*  could  only  difarm  indignation  by  the 
€f  contempt  which  his  ftupidity  muft  ex-* 
"  cite*  Yes,  Gentlemen^  it  is  the  rnofl: 
14  ordinary  prudence,  the  moft  daily  wif-» 
dom,  the  grofleft  felf-ihtereftj  to  which 
I  urge  you-  Vote  then  this  extraordi- 
nary fubfidy,  and  may  it  prove  fufficient ! 
Vote  it,  becaufe  although  you  have  doubts 
"  upon  the  means  (vague  and  unintelligible 
"  doubts),  you  have  none  upon  its  necef- 
"  fity  at  leaft,  or  upon  our  ability  of  im- 
"  mediately  fupplying  its  place.  Vote  it, 
€f  becaufe  public  circumftances  admit  of  no 
"  delay,  and  becaufe  we  fhould  be  blamed 
•c  for  reje&ing  it.  Take  care  not  to  afk 
€t  for  time,  it  is  a  thing  misfortune  never 
44  grants. — Gentlemen,  you  may  recolledt 
**  that  a  few  weeks  ago,  on  a  ridiculous 
Vol.  II.  D  "  motion 


m 
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"  motion1  made  at  the  Palais*Roydly  a  lu- 
44  dicrous  infurredtion,  which  was  of  no 
44  importance  but  in  weak  imaginations,  or 
44  the  wicked  defigns  of  fome  knaves,  we 
44  were  violently  fummoned  in  thefe  words  i 
44  Catiline  is  at  the  gates  of  Rome,  and 
44  yet  you  deliberate  /-^and  certainly  we 
44  had  about  us  neither  Catiline,  nor  dan-* 
44  gers,  nor  fa&ions,  nor  Rome. — But  now, 
44  Bankruptcy,  hideous  Bankruptcy  is  here, 
44  and  threatens  to  confume  you,  your  pro- 
44  perty,  your  honour — and  vet  you  de- 

44    LIBERATE  I" 

It  is  impoflible  to  fay  what  an  imprefk 
fion  was  made  by  this  unpremeditated 
fpeech  upon  the  Affembly.  The  cxtradls 
I  have  cited  are  enough  to  give  an  idea 
of  the  talents  of  Mirabeau.  The  follow- 
ing chapters  will  bring  us  acquainted  in 
other  paints  with  this  extraordinary  man, 
who  gave  almoft  as  much  caufe  to  re- 
gret his  death,  as  he  had  given  to  curfe  his 
birth. 

The  decree  which  was  the  confequencc 
of  Mirabeau's  fpeech  deferves  to  be  re- 
ported, and  was  this: 

4C  Confidering 
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•'  Confidering  the  urgency  of  circum- 
"  fiances,  and  having  heard  the  Report 
ic  of  the  Committee  of  Finances,  the  Na- 
"  tional  Aflembly  accept,  through  confi- 
"  deuce,  the  plan  of  the  Prime  Minifter  of 
"  the  Finances." 


D  2  CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


Plan  and  Motives  of  the  Factious  for  re- 
moving the  National  AJfembly  to  Paris — 
Means  concerted  by  the  Royal  Party  to 
overturn  the  ProjeSi — Feeble  Meafures 
taken  by  the  Court — Arts  employed  to 
Agitate  the  Parifians — French  Guards— 
ConduB  of  M.  de  la  Fayette ,  the  Count 
d9EJlaing9  and  the  Municipality  of  Vcr~ 

failles — The  Municipality  petition   the 
King  for   Troops — Manoeuvres   of  the, 
Orleans  Faffiortr— Arrival  of  the  Regi- 
ment of  Flanders — Alarm  of  the  Pari- 

fans  —  Entertainment    given     by   the 
Gardes-du-Corps  denounced  to,  the  AJfem- 
bly— Mirabeauys  Audacity — The  King's 
Reply  relative  U  the  Confiituiional  Artu 
>    .        -  chf 
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cles  prefented  for  his  AJfent—Difcon* 
tent  of  the  AJfembly — They  demand  the 
fwre  and  unconditional  pajjing  of  thofe 
Articles^ 

1  HE  progrefs  of  the  Revolution  was  *.ot 
yet  fufficiently  rapid  to  pleafe  the  Factious. 
The  Parifian  mob,  who  were  their  neceffary 
jnftrument,  could  not,  without  great  diffi- 
culty and  at  enormous  expence,  be  fent  to 
Verfailles  to  terrify  the  Court,  or  the  Af- 
fembly,  when  needful,  fo  that  this  moft 
efficacious  means  could  but  very  rarely  bq 
employed ;  whereas  they  would  have  it  com- 
pletely at  their  command,  if  the  Affcmbly 
were  removed  to  Paris ;  confequently  its  re- 
moval became  their  grand  project.  As  foon 
as  it  was  formed,  feveral  members  of  the 
Aflembly  devoted  to  the  King  were  made 
acquainted  with  it  by  confidential  correfpon- 
dents  in  Faris,  from  yyhom  they  learned,  on 
the  14th  of  September,  that  the  5th  of  Oc- 
tober was  the  day  fixed  upon  for  carrying 
the  plot  into  execution.  After  comparing 
jhe  feyqral  notes  they  had  received,  they 
agreed  to  pjeet,  in  order  to  decide  upon  the 
Resolution  to  be  taken,  and  a  conference 
was  held   011  tji$  15th  of    September,    at 

D3  M.Mth 
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M.  MaloutVsy  from  whom  I  received  the 
following  particulars  : 

"  We  had  taken   meafures,"    faid   he, 
"  to  afqertain  the  opinion  of  the  majority. 
"  Fifteen  of  us  confulted  with  three  hun- 
il  dred  and  forty  members  of  the  Tiers- 
Etat,  in  different  meetings,    where   wc 
mentioned  the  reports  we   had   received 
from  Paris,  and  made  fuch  propofitions 
as  we  judged  fuitable  to  the  occafion. — • 
We  thought  the  moft  urgent  meafure  was 
to  prevent  the  attack  of  the  5th  of  Oc- 
tober, by  engaging  the  King  to  remove 
cc  the  AfTembly  to  Tours,  and  we  were  af^ 
•'  fured  of  the  concurrence  of  more  than 
M  three   hundred  Deputies   of    the   Titrs- 
"  Etat.    The  Bifhop  of  Langres,  M.  de 
"  Lally,   and  M.  de  Viricux,    who  were 
€i  members  of  our  Committees,  were  very 
11  certain  that  the  majority  of  the  Clergy 
"  and  of  the  Nobility,  would  follow  that 
<€  of  the  Tiers-Etat.     It  was  therefore  re- 
*'  folved  to  make  the  propofal  to  the  King; 
"  The  Bifhop  of  Langres,  M.  N>     «   ,  and 
u  myfelf,  were  commiflioned  to  doit.    Wc 
M  went  to  M.  de  Montmorin's  on  the  fame 
lc  day,  at  nine  in  the  evening;  for  it  ap- 
"  peared  to  us  of  no  ufe,  and  even  dan- 
l  .    -  "  gerous, 
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'*  gerous,  to  go  dire&ly  to  the  King,  as 
**  fuch  a  Hep  would  have  made  too  much 
M.  noife ;  but  we  requefted  M.  dc  Montrno- 
**  rin  and  Mr,  Necker,  who  in  this  in- 
M  ftance  concurred,  to  lay  diredtty  before 
11  his  Majefty  the  object  gnd  motives  of 
ff  our  waiting  upon  them.  The  Council 
4t  were  called  together,  and  a  long  debate 
'■  took  place  refpedling  the  removal  of  the 
**  Aflembly.  We  were  informed  by  the 
"  two  Minifters  that  thex  King  had  oppofed 
*f  it,  but  that  meafures  were  to  be  taken 
"  for  thefecurity  of  his  Majefty  and  of" 
*'  the  Affembly." 

While  the  Court  was  taking  thofe  mea- 
fures, the  infufficiency  of  which  has  been 
but  too  well  proved  by  the  event,  the  agita- 
tion of,  the  Parifi^ns  was  daily  making  the 
moft  alarming  progrefs.  TJie  Agents  of  the 
Orleans  Faction  had  perfuaded  them  that  a 
plan  was  formed  tq  carry  off  the  King,  with 
or  without  his  confent,  to  fome  fortified 
place,  whither  the  Minifters  were  to  repair, 
the  Supreme  Courts  to  be  removed,  and  a 
numerous  army  to  be  aflembled  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  attacking  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
Nation  and  the  Patriots.  It  was  faid  that  3 
fecret  fubfeription  was  opened  to  pay  fo? 

D  4  tke 
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the  affaflinatioQ  of  all  the  good  citizens,  and 
•  that  Priefts  and  Nobles  went  in  crowds  to  fu|>- 
fcribe  at  this  Profcription  pffice.  Foreign 
Ambaffadors,  former  Minifters,  and  diftin- 
guifhed  military  men,  were  reported  to  be  at 
the  head,of  this  pretended  plan.  The  want  of 
corn  and  of  mopey,  it  was  faid,  was  entirely 
owing  to  their  being  engrofled  ^o  provide  fub- 
fiftence  and  pay  for  that  army.  It  was  even 
publicly  afferted,  that  the  King  and  Queen 
had  only  fent  their  plat?  to  the  Mint,  in  or- 
der from  the  produce  of  it  to  pay  the  fecrct 
expences  of  this  projedt.  Thus  did  hired 
impoftors  mifconftrue  and  mifreprefent,  with 
the  grofleft  calumnies,  all  their  Majefties* 
Sacrifices  and  afts  of  benevolence  j  and  the 
People,  whom  the  dread  of  civil  war,  joined 
to  the  fear  of  wanting  bread  and  money, 
rendered  ftill  more  ^redulous,  believed  all 
thofe  abfurdities, 

The  French  Quards,  who  had  Ipy  this 
time  fpent  the  fhameful  produce  of  their  t 
treafon  and  of  their  plunder,  in  public- 
houfes  and  in  riots  of  the  moft  difgufting 
debauch,  looked  upon  this  critical  juncture 
as  a  favourable  opportunity  for  fignalifing 
themfelves  by  ne\y  crimes,  and  pbtaining 
frefij  recompenfes.     The  grenadiers  loudly 

pro- 
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proclaimed  their  intention  of  refuming  their 
duty  about  the  King,  in  company  with  the 
Parifian  National  Guard,  with  whom  theyv 
were  incorporated  under  the  name  of  Paid 
Guards.  They  were  encouraged  in  this 
projed:  by  thofe  who  believed,  or  pretend* 
ed  to  believe,  the  probability  of  the  King's 
going  off,  and  all  the  ridiculous  plots  that 
Were  to  be  the  confequence. 

M.  de  la  Fayette  being  informed,  on  the 
1 6th  of  September,  of  the  projedt  of  the 
grenadiers  of  the  French  Guards,  fucceeded 
in  fufpending  the  execution  of  it,  and  fent 
an  account  of  it  the  next  morning  to  the 
Mintfter,  (M.  de  $t.  Priejl)  in  the  following 
letter  : 

€t  The  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucault  will 
"  have  mentioned  to  you  the  idea  that  has 
"  been  put  into  the  head  of  the  grenadiers  of 
€€  going  to-night  to  Verfailles.  I  fent  you 
*'  word  not  to  be  uneafy,  as  I  depended  up- 
"  on  their  confidence  in  me  to  put  an  end  to 
**  the  projedfc,  and  I  muft  do  them  the  juf- 
*'  tice  to  fay,  that  they  meant  to  havealke^l 
*f  my  permiffion :  feveral  of  them  thought 
<c  the  requeft  nothing  out  of  the  ordi- 
*'  nary  way,  and  fuch  as  I  fhould  give  orders 
M  for,    They  entirely  gave  up  their  intention, 

"on 
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"  on  my  fpeaking  a  few  words  to  them,  and 
"  nothing  of  it  remains  in  my  mind  but  the 
%t  idea  of  the  inexhauftible  refources  of  the 
"  caballers.  You  muft  confider  this  dr- 
*c  cumftance  only  as  a  new  indication  of 
"  evil  defigns,  and  not  by  any  means  as  any 
%t  danger  in  itfelf.  Send  my  letter  to  Af.  de 
•'  Montmorin" 

This  letter  was  commynifcated  to  Count 
d'EJiaing,  who  commanded  the  National 
Guard  of  Verfailles ;  on  which  he  immedl* 
ately  affembled  his  Staff  Officers,  read  it  to 
them,  and  convinced  them  of  the  neceffity 
of  obtaining  a  re-inforcement  of  a  thoufand 
troops  of  the  line,  that  the  National  Guard 
of  Verfailles  might  be  able  to  anfwer  as  they 
ought  forthfc  fafety  of  the  Royal  Family, 
and  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation. 
They  refolved  in  confequence,  according  to 
the  opinion  of  Af.  d'EJlaing,  that  the  Muni-? 
cipality  fhould  be  required  to  petition  th$ 
King  for  that  re-inforcement. 

Count  d'Eflaing  went  himfelf,  accompa- 
nied by  fix  Officers,  to  make  the  demand  of 
the  Municipality  ;vwho  confented  to  it,  upon 
condition  that  M .  de  la  Fayette's  letter 
fhould  remain  annexed  to  their  regiflers ; 
but  upon  the  reprefentation  which  was  made 

to 
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to  them  of  the  danger  that  might  arife 
from  this  to  M ,  de  la  Fayette  himfelf*  by 
the  letter's  being  made  public,  it  was  agreed 
that  they  (hould  be  fatisfied  with  an  oftenfi- 
ble  letter  from  the  Minifter,  containing  the 
fafts  mentioned  in  that  of  M.  de  la  Fayette. 
It  was  immediately  fpnt  by  M.  de  St.  Priefl 
while  they  were  aflembled ;  and  on  that  let- 
ter it  was  refolved  that  the  Municipality 
(hould  petition  the  King  for  a  regiment  of 
infantry,  to  be  under  the  command  of  the 
Commander  of  the  National  Guard  of  Ver- 
failles,  for  which  the  pofts  of  honour  about 
the  Royal  Family  fhould  be  referved. 

This  Refolution  and  the  demand  of  the 
Staff  Officers  being  fent  to  the  Prefident  of 
the  National  Affembly,  it  was  read  in  the 
Sitting  of  the  21ft  of  September .  The 
meafure,  weak  as  it  was,  could  only  clog 
the  execution  of  the  horrid  confpiracy  which 
the  Orleans  Fadtion  were  plotting,  and 
which  was  to  break  out  a  fortnight  after- 
wards. It  was  confident  therefore  in  Mir  a- 
beau  to  fet  his  face  againft  the  condudt  of 
the  Staff  Officers  and  of  the  Municipality 
of  Verfailles.  He  maintained,  "  That 
*'  when  preffing  circumftances  required  ex- 
"  traordinary  precautions,  it  was  the  duty 

"  of 
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4i  of  the  Executive  power  to  demand  troops, 
•*  and  to  cqmtnunicate  the  motives  for  the 
M  demand  to  the  Legiflative  powpr;  but 
•'  that  no  Municipality  whateyer,  upqn  mo* 
M  tives  not  communicated,  h#d  any  right 
"  to  call  for  a  bpdy  of  regular  troops  tq 
M  the  place  in  which  the  Legiflative  powef 
•'  was  refidingj  and  that  the  Affembly  had 
"  not  given  up  the  privilege  of  inquiring 
"  into  the  ca^fes  whidk,  in  the  town  where 
"  they  aiTembled,  had  urged  th$  Municipa- 
* '  lity  to  apply  for  troops, V  He  was  anfwer-* 
ed,  that  a  formal  Decree  had  authorifed  the 
Municipalities  to  calj  for  troops  when  they 
judged  it  to  be  neceffory,  and  that  that  power 
had  not  been  taken  from  the  Municipality  of 
Verfailles.  This  unanfwera^ile  observation 
did  not  prevent  hipi  from  rifing  again  ,tp  rer 
peat  his  efforts  in  other  terms ;  but  the  Aflem- 
bly  notwithftanding,  refolved,  that  there  wa§ 
no  room  to  deliberate,  and  all  he  could  obtain 
was,  that  the  words  u  as  to  the  prefer^* 
fhould  be  added  to  the  Decree. 

The  motives  which  had  determined  the 
King  to  grant  the  Municipality  of  Verfailles 
the  regiment  of  infantry  they  had  afked  for^ 
were  officially  notified  to  the  Affembly  by 
a  letter  from  the  Minifter  of  War,  written 

by 
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by  command  of  his  Majefly  to  the  Prefident, 
to  inform  him,  that  upon  various  threats 
from  evil-minded  perfons,  of  coming  from 
Paris  with  arms,  he  had  taken  meafures  to 
fecure  the  refidence  of  the  National  Aflembly. 
The  arrival  of  the  regiment  of  Flanders 
at  Verfailles  alarmed  the  populace  of  Paris 
almoft  as  much  as  if  it  had  been  an  army  of 
a  hundred  thoufand  men.  What  had  the 
Capital  to  fear  with  a  bourgeois  militia  of 
twenty  times  the  number  of  all  the  troops 
thai  at  Verfailles  ?  Was  it  probable  that  the 
King,  who  had  fhown  no  hoftile  defign 
againft  it  when  he  had  an  army  of  30,000. 
men  at  his  command,  and  before  the  embo- 
dying of  the  bourgeois  militia,  fhould  have 
conceived  the  fenfelefs  projedt  of  attacking 
Paris  with  a  regiment  of  two  battalions  ? 
Neverthelefs,  the  alarms  excited  on  this  oc- 
cafion  by  the  ufual  incendiaries  among  the 
People,  were  fo  great,  that  M.  Bailly  wrote 
to  the  Minifter  of  War,  to  exprefs  the  ar- 
dent wilhes  of  the  Capital  for  removing 
the  regiment  of  Flanders,  and  to  conjure 
him  to  give  the  neceflary  orders  for  that 
purpofe.  This  letter  was  laid  before  the 
National  Affembly  in  the  Sitting  of  the 

23d 
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23d  of  September,  but  they  paid  no  atten- 
tion to  it* 

Theie  abfurd  alarms  would  have  remain- 
ed an  inexplicable  enigma,  had  they  not 
been  excited  by' the  fame  perfons  who  were 
afterwards  feen  taking  the  lead  in  the  infur- 
re&ion  of  the^th  of  Oftober.  The  appre- 
henfions  of  thofe  villains  at  the  arrival  of 
the  regiment  of  Flanders,  could  only  have 
been  raifed  from  their  not  having  been  cer- 
tain at  the  time,  of  being  able  to  carry  the 
National  Guard  to  Verfailles  with  the 
wretched  mob  which  they  propofed  to  lead 
thither,  and  which  a  regiment  would  have 
cafily  difperfed. 

The  regiment  of  Flanders  entered  Ver- 
failles on  the  23d  of  September,  and  marched 
to  the  Place  d'Armes,  where  the  men  took 
the  oath,  adminiftered  by  the  Municipality 
in  prefence  of  the  Officers  of  the  National 
Guard  of  Verfailles,  and  began  to  do  duty 
with  them.  As  foon  as  this  was  known  at 
Paris,  it  was  refolvedto  employ  everypoffi- 
ble  means  to  corrupt  the  foldiers.  A  legion 
of  common  women,  picked  from  among  thofe 
who  were  the  beft  grounded  in  the  patriotic 
jargon,  was  fent   to   them,    and    unknown 

emiflaries 
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cmiffaries.  daily  and  feeretly  dirtributed 
abundance  of  money  among  them.  They 
were  foon  prevailed  upon  to  exchange  the 
white  cockade  for  the  tri-coloured  one. 

The  Gardes-du»Corfis7  who  were  wit- 
neffes  to  thefe  manoeuvres  and  to  their  fuc- 
cefs,  became  apprehenfive  that  the  King 
would  not  long  continue  in  fafety.  The 
means  which  appeared  to  them  the  moft 
proper  to  anticipate  this  danger,  was  to  en- 
deavour to  attach  the  regiment  of  Flanders 
and  the  National  Guard  of  Verfailles  more 
particularly  to  the  defence  of  his  Majefty's 
perfon.  It  was  with  this  view  that  they 
gave  an  entertainment  to  the  Officers  of  the 
regiment  of  Flanders,  and  to*  which  thejp 
invited  feveral  Officers  of  the  National 
Guard,  of  the  Rangers  of  the  Trots  Eve- 
ches9  and  of  the  Prevote  de  ly  Hotel.  The 
King  allowed  this  entertainment,  fo  innocent 
and  fo  mifreprefented,  to  be  given  at  the 
Theatre  in  the  Palace.  The  day  fixed  for 
it  was  Thurfday  the  ift  of  O&ober,  and 
the  Hercules  Saloon  was  the  place  of  meet- 
ing. The  guefts  being  affembled  at  the  -ap- 
pointed hour,  to  the  number  of  about  240, 
went  to  the  Theatre,  where  the  dinner  was 
ferved.    The  lights  of  the  houfe,  the  crowd 

9f 
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of  fpe&ators  who  filled  the  boxes,  and  the 
mufic  of  the  band  belonging  to  the  Gardes* 
dii~Corps  joining  with  that  of  the  regiment 
of  Flanders ,  gave  this  repaft  the  brilliancy 
and  gaiety  of  a  feftival.  In  the  fecond 
courfe,  the  company  drank  to  the  health  of 
the  King,  Queen,"  Dauphin,  and  &oyal 
Family.  I  have  been  affured  by  two  per- 
fons  who  were  prefent  at  this  entertainment, 
that  the  words  to  the  health  of  the  Nation 
were  alfo  pronounced  feebly  by  one  of  the 
guefts  or  one  of  the  fpe&ators,  and  that  the 
not  repeating  or  feconding  this  toaft  wa9 
attended  with  no  confequences.  The  quftom 
of  drinking  to  the  health  of  the  Nation  had 
not  been  then  eftablifhed,  and  one  may  be 
allowedi  without  a  crime,  to  think  that  that 
was  not  the  moment  for  introducing  fuch 
an  innovation  ;  yet  one  of  the  greateft  crimes 
imputed  to  the  Gardes-du-Corps  was  their 
not  being#willing  to  drink  to  the  health  of 
the  Nation,  that  is  to  fay,  to  their  own 
health,  for  they  were  indifputably  a  part  of 
the  Nation. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  repaft,  the  King, 
accompanied  by  the  Queen  and  the  Dauphin, 
made  his  appearance.  A  moment  before, 
a  coefiderable  number  of  foldiers  had  been 

admitted, 
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admitted,  who  joined  their  fhouts  of  joy  and 
clapping  with  thofe  of  the  guefts,  in  ac- 
knowledgment to  their  Majefties  for  the 
happinefs~they  added  to  the  feaft  by  their 
prefence.  The  Queen  took  the  Dauphin  in 
her  arms,  and  walked  round  the  table  with 
him,  amidft  the  livelieft  acclamations.  The 
Gardes-du-Corps,  the  Officers  and  the  fol- 
diers,  with  their  fwords  drawn,  then  drank 
to  the  health  of  the  King,  Queen,  and  Dau- 
phin. Their  Majefties  were  gratified  with 
this  refpedt,  and  retired.  At  that  moment, 
the  muficians,  willing  to  teftify,  in  their 
manner,  that  they  fhared  the  fentiments 
which  animated  the  company,  played  fuit- 
able  airs,  and  among  others-r-r"  0  Rich- 
ard! 0  monRoif  UUnivcrs  Vabandonnc, 

It  is  eafy  to  imagine  what  efFedt  this  mu- 
fie  would  produce  upon  fome  young  people, 
whofe  heads  were  already  heated  by  the 
fumes  of  wine.  They  foon  began  to  ad:  what 
the  muficians  played ;  they  grew  animated  at 
the  lively  airs,  and  foftened  at  the  tender 
ones.  When  the  charge  was  founded,  they 
were  feen  fcaling  the  boxes,  while  the  fpec-* 
tetors  made  the  houfe  ring  with  clapping. — 
In  thefe  joyous  tranfport$>  heightened  by  a 

Vot.  II.  E  degree 
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degree  of  intoxication,  there  efcaped  fome 
buffoonery  upon  the  tri-coloured  cockade,, 
and  fome  indifcrcet  words  refpe&ing  the 
white  one.  It  is  even  faid,  that  cockades 
of  white  paper  were  ludicroufly  tied  to  two 
or  three  hats.  After  the  feaft,  this  noify 
merriment,  efpccially  the  fhouts  of  "  Vive 
le  Rot  /"  "  Vive  la  Reine.L"  was  continued 
for  fome  minutes,  upon  the  terrace  of  the 
Palace,  and  in  the  Marble  Court,  An  Aide- 
de-Camp  of  Count  tfEJlaing's,  and  a  gre- 
nadier, climbed  up  the  balcony  of  the  King*$ 
apartments :  a  dragoon,  who  h?id  drunk  too 
much  wine  to  be  able  to  follow  them,  think- 
ing it  a  difgrace,  was  going  to  kill  himfelf, 
and  it  was  with  difficulty  he  was  brought  to 
reafon. 

At  the  fame  time,  in  the  paflage  leading 
from  the  terrace  to  the  great  ftair-cafe  of 
the  Palace,  a  fcene  was  paffing  of  a  much 
more  ferious  nature.  A  Ranger  of  the  re- 
giment of  the  Trois  Eveches.  flood  there, 
refting  his  head  6n  the  handle  of  his  naked 
fword,  and  appeared  opprefled  with  the  moft 
violent  affii&ion.  M.  de  Miomandre,  an 
Officer  of  the  regiment  of  Turenne,  hap- 
pening to  pafs  near  him,  he  feized  him  by 
the  arm,  and  cried,  in  a  tone  of  jthe  deepeft 

defpair — i 
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defpair- — "  Ah!  Sir,  how  wretched  am  I! 
would  I  were  dead  !**  His  convulfive  fobs, 
accompanied  with  tears,  prevented  his  ut- 
tering more  than  half  Sentences.  Looking 
about  him  with  a  wild  air,  and  feeing  only 
the  Officer  by,  he  addreffed  the  following 
unconnected  words  to  him: — "  Our  good 
King!' — Theft  excellent  Gardes-du-Corps  I 

? — Ah,  Sir  !  Sir  I ■/  am  agreat  fcoun- 

dr'el  t—MonJlers !  What  do  they  want  me 
to  do?"  "  Who  do  you  mean  ?"  faid 
Af.  de  Miomandre~ — "  Thofe  rafcally 
Commanders  and  Orleans"  Several  people 
pow  came  round  him,  when  in  a  fit  of  fury 
he  turned  the  point  of  his  fword  to  his  heart, 
M .  Duverger,  whp  happened  to  be  near,  on 
being  called  by  M,  de  Miomandre,  ran  up 
gnd  difarmed  the  Ranged,  but  not  before  he 
had  wounded  himfelf.  He  was  carried  to 
the  guard-houfe,  drenched  in  his  blood,  and 
|aid  upon  a  bundle  of  flraw  ;  where  he  re- 
mained in  a  perfect  date  of  ftupojr  and  de- 
preflion,  till  fome  of  his  companion^,  inform- 
ed of  what  had  happened,  haftened'to  the 
guard-houfe;  where  falling  upon  this  mi- 
serable creature,  they  completely  kicked  him 
to  death,  nor  did  <;he  ftanders-by  interpofe 
to  prevent  it,  or  even  fccm  hurt  at  it. 

E2  It 
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It  has  been  faid  that  this  man  was  drunk, 
and  indeed  nothing  is  more  probable;  but 
it  was  never  faid  that  his  companions,  who 
affaflinated  him,  were  in  liquor.  What  then 
could  be  their  motives  for  treating  with 
fuch  (hocking  inhumanity  a  drunken  man, 
who  had  done  them  no  harm;  as  the  broken 
fentences  which  efcaped  him  applied  only 
to  the  Commanders  and  the  Duke  of  Or- 
leans? Was  it  for  the  fafety  of  thofe  great 
criminals  that  they  committed  this  murderf 
or  to  prevent  more  pofitive  difcoveries  ?  One 
or  the  other  it  certainly  was,  but  it  might  be 
either  j|  and  there,  in  my  opinion,  lies  the 
only  difficulty  attending  this  enigma,  which, 
at  the  time,  the.  Minifters  did  not  choofe  or 
did  not  dare  to  inveftigate. 

In  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  fome 
white  cockades  were  noticed, in  the  King's 
anti-cjiamber,  commonly  called  the  Oeil-de- 
hevf.  It  was  even  told,  that  fome  ladies  of 
the  Co\jrt  had  tak§n  the  white  ribbons  from 
their  head<-dreffes,  to  put  them  into  the  hats 
of  fome  of  the  Officers  of  the.  National 
Guards,  who  had  alked  for  them ;  and  this 
innocent  favour  was  converted  into  a  Na- 
tional crime. 

Such  is  the  exad  account  of  what  pafled 

at 
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at  the  famous  entertainment  given  by  the 
Gardes-du-Corps9  which  Adrian  Duport 
had  the  affurance  to  be  the  firft  to  denounce 
to 'the  Aflembly,  under  the  defcription  of 
the  fcandalous  feajl  of  the  Palace*  and  as 
one  of  thofe  raving  orgies,  at  which  pru- 
dence is  terrified,  and  indigence  murmurs. 
Petion  improved  upon  this  denunciation, 
and  added,  that  imprecations  had  been  ut- 
tered at  this  feaft  againft  the  National  Af- 
fembly.  One  of  the  members  of  the  No* 
bility,  fhoeked  it  this  impofture,  moved, 
that  Petion*s  denunciation  fhould  be  %ned 
by  him,  and  laid  upon  the  table.  Mirabeau, 
who  faw  the  embarraflment  into  which  this 
demand  had  thrown  Petion,  and  fearing,  tio 
doubt,  left  he  fhould  explain  away  a  denun- 
ciation which  it  was  material  to  him  fhould 
be  fupported,  rofe  to  affift  him  with  unpa- 
ralleled audacity  and  effrontery. 

11  I  premife,"  faid  he,  "  that  I  confide* 
"  the  motion  for  this  denunciation  as  fu- 
€<  premely  impolitic:  however,  if  it  be 
"  perfifted  in,  I  am  myfelf  ready  to  ftate  all 
*'  the  particulars,  and  to  fign  them;  but  I 
fl  fhallmove,  that  this  Aflembly  previoufly 
"  declare,  that  the  perfon  of  the  King  alone 
E3  "is 
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"  is  inviolable,  and  that  all  other  perfons  in 
"  the  State,  be  they  whom  they  may,  are 
"  equally  fubjed  and  amenable  to  the 
"  law*." 

This  unexpe&ed  propofitioa  fhpeked  the 
cote  droit;  while  it  emboldened  the  cote 
gauche,  and  gave  rife  to  fome  fharp  lan- 
guage, which  the  Prefident  put  an  end  to, 
by  calling  for  the  order  of  the  day,  which 
was  the  confideration  of  the  King's  Anfwer 
refpe&ing  the  Rights  of  Man,  and  other 
articles  of  the  Conftitution,  that  had  been 
decreed,  and  for  which  his  fan&ion  had  been 
demanded.  Hiftory  will  preferve  this  An«- 
Aver  as  an  authentic  monument  of  the  wif- 
dom  of  Louis  XVI,  and  of  the  extreme  good- 
nefs  of.  Jus  heart*  ■ 

"  As  to  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  and 
"  the  Articles  of  the  Conftitution  decreed, 
f '  my  intentions  are  as  follows  : 

"  New  Conftitutive  Laws  cannot  be  well 
"  confidered  but  by  taking  them  together; 

*  Mlrabeau  faid,  loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  thofe 
near  him,  I  Jhall  denounce  the  §>ueen  and  the  Duke  de 
Guiche.  See  the  depofition  of  M.  Dig&inc,  16$,  a  wit- 
nefs  in  the  proceedings  at  the  Chatelet. 

1  "all 
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44  all  hang  one  upon  another,  in  fo  great 
44  and  important  a  work.  Neverthelefs,  I 
44  think  it  very  natural,  that  at  a  moment 
41  when  we  are  inviting  the  Nation  to  make 
41  every  effort  of  patriotifm,  we  fhould  fa- 
44  tisfy  tKcm  on  the  chief  objed:  of  their 
••  concern.  Therefore,  in  the  hope  that 
"  the  firft  Conftitutional  Articles  which  you 
41  have  prefented  to  me,  in  confequence  of 
"  your  labours,  will  fulfil  the  wifhes  of 
4i  my  People,  and  fecure  the  tranquillity  of 
"  the  Kingdom,  I  grant,  according  to  your 
"  defire,  my  aflent  to  thofe  Articles — but 
44  upon  the  exprefs  conditions,  from  which 
■•'  I  will  never  fwerve,  that  from  the  gene- 
4t  ral  refult  of  your  deliberations,  the  Exe- 
*'  cutive  power  prefer ve  its  full  effed:  in  the 
"  hands  of  the  Monarch. 

'*  A  icrics  of  fa<fts  and  obfervations, 
"  which  will  be  laid  before  you  from  me, 
**  will  convince  you,  that  in  the  prefent  ftate 
44  of  things,  I  cannot  enforce  the  colle&ion 
""  of  the  taxes,  nor  the  circulation  of  corn, 
**  nor  proteft  perfonal  liberty.  I  am,  howe- 
44  ver,  anxious  to  fulfil  thefe  eflential  duties 
44  of  Royalty ;  the  happinefs  of  my  fubje&s 
44  and  the  maintenance  of  focial  order  de- 
E  4  "  pend 
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"  pend  upon  it.  I  defirc  then  that,  we 
"  may  unite  in  removing  all  the  different 
"  obftacles  which  might  oppofe  fo  defirable 
"  and  fo  neceffary  a  power. 

"  You  are  doubtlefs  fenfible  that  the  old 
"  inftitutions  and  the  judicial  fortns  cannot 
"  be  changed  till  a  new  order  of  things  be 
"  fubftituted;  on  this  point,  therefore,  I 
"  need  make  no  obfervations  to  you. 

"  It  only  remains  forme  to  declare  to  you 
"  frankly,  that,  although  I  give  my  affent 
"  to  the  different  Articles  you  have  prefented 
"  to  me,  I  am  not  ftruck  with  the  idea  of 
u  perfection  equally  in  them  all. 

"  But  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  not  to 
"  defer  paying  attention  to  the  prefent  wifh 
"  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation,  and 
"  to  the  alarming  circumftances  which  call 
"  upon  us  to  ftrive  above  every  thing  to  re- 
a  eftablifh  peace  and  order. 

"  I  make  no  comments  on  the  Declaration 
"  of  the  Rights  of  Man  j  it  contains  very 
"  good  maxims  for  the  direction  of  your 
"labours.  But  there  are  in  it  principles  li- 
"  able  to  different  applications,  and  even  to 
f  different  interpretations,^ which  cannot  be 

rightly  uod^rftpod  till  their. real  fenfe  be 

"  fettled 
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"  fettled  by  the  laws  to  which  the  Declara- 
"  tion  is  to  ferve  as  a  bafis. 

"  (Signed)  Louis." 

This  Anfwer  wds  applauded  as  it  de-N 
ferved,  by  many  members  of  the  fuperior 
Clergy  and  of  the  Nobility ;  but  it  difpleafed 
the  majority  of  the  AfTembly,  who  were 
mifled  by  the  violent  declamations  of  Robefi 
pierrc,  Adrian  Duport,  Pdion9  Mirabeau9 
and  the  other  orators  of  their  clafs.  Not 
fatisfied  with  disfiguring  all  his  Majefty's 
expreffions  by  falfe  and  perfidious  interpre- 
tations, they  introduced  into  this  debate  un- 
founded allegations  of  imaginary  grievances, 
which  were  totally  foreign  to  it,  and  which 
feemed  to  have  no  other  objett  than  that  of 
pointing  out  to  the  people  jiew  pretences  for 
infurre&ion ;  fuch  as  the  entertainment  given 
by  the  Gardes-du-Corpsf  and  a  fidtitious  let- 
ter, diredfced  to  a  miller,  containing  200 
livres,  with  a  promife  of  as  much  more 
next  week,  if  he  would  not  grind  corn.  In 
fad:,  it  will  be  feen  in  the  following  chapter, 
that  thefe  were  the  only  reafons  given  to  the 
Aflembly  by  the  leaders  of  the  firft  detach- 
ment of  the  Parifian  Populace,  w^o  arrived 
that    Very   day,  at    Verfailles,    and.  whole 

harangue 
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harangue  one  might  have  thought,  and  per- 
haps without  being  miftaken,  had  been  pre- 
concerted with  the  fpeakers  laft-mentioned. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  the  debate  upon  the  King's 
Anfwer  produced  the  following  Decree : 

"  The  National  Aflembly  ordain  that  the 
"  Prefident,  at  the  head  of  a  Deputation, 
"  do  this  day  wait  upon  the  King,  in  order 
"  to  be&ech  him  to  give  his  affent  pure  and 
*'  unconditional  to  the  Articles  of  the  De- 
"  claration  of  Rights,  and  to  thofe  of  the 
cc  Constitution,  which  have  been  prefented 
"  to  him." 

In  this  then,  as  I  have  obferved,  confifted 
the  grand  Royal  Prerogative  of  the  Sufpen- 
five  Veto.  .  It  authored  the  King  to  grant, 
fcut.not  to  yefufe,  iris  fan&k>n  or'  affent. 


CHAP- 
N 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 


Secret  Negotiation  between  the  King  and, 
M.  de  la  Fayette — The  Orleans  Fadion 
are  informed  of  it — Means  employed  by 
them  to  prevent  the  Confequences  of  it — 
Popular  Commotions — Black  Cockades 
torn  from  the  Hats  of  thofe  who  wore 
them — InfurreELion  of  Women  in  the 
Fauxbourgs — They  flock  in  Crowds  to  the 
Place-de-Grevc,  and  propofe  to  hang  a 
Baker — They  force  the  Guard,  and  make 
their  way  into  the  HoteUde-Ville — Are 
difpofed  to  go  and  force  the  Arfenal  to 
get  at  Arms — They  fet  out  in  Crowds  for 
Verfailles9  accompanied  byfome  Brigands 
— The  Alarm-bell  rung,  the  Drums  beat 
to  arms,  all  the  Di/lritfs  ajfemble,  the 
Men    who    had    compofed    the    French 

Guards 
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Guards  march  in  Battle-array  to  the 
Place-de-Greve — NurAerous  Detachments 

from  the  different  Battalions  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard  join  them  there — All  cry 
out  to  be  led  to  Veffailles — M .  de  la  Fayette 

forfome  Moments  oppofes  it,  but  at  lajl 
applies  to  the  Municipality  for  the  Order ; 
which  they  give  him — The  National  Guard 

fet  out  for  Verfailles — Outrages  of  the 
$th  of  Offober. 

A  FEW  days  after  Mr.  Necker's  retreat, 
the  King  feeing  that  a  Revolution  of  fome 
kind  was  inevitable,  and  that  M.  de  la 
Fayette  was  the  man,  who  from  his  fitua- 
tion,  his  principles,  and  the  effedl  of  cir- 
cumftances,  muft  naturally  be  the  leader  of 
it,  condefcended  to  enter  into  a  negotiation 
with  him.  His  Majefty  flattered  himfelf 
that  he  fhould  be  able  to  moderate  the  in- 
temperance of  his  American  notions,  and  to 
make  him  adopt  a  plan  of  Revolution,  the 
effe&s  of  which  might  be  reduced  to  all  the 
improvements  and  neceffgry  reforms  that 
could  be  made  without  a  convulfion.  '  There 
was  no  facrifice  which  Louis  XVI.  was  not 
difpofed  to  make,  to  preferve  France  from 
the  horrors  of  a  civil  war.     The  adive  and 

daily 
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daily  correfpondence  which  he  maintained 
on  this  fubjedt  with  M.  de  la  Fayette,  and 
of  which  M.  de  Montmorin  was  the  inter- 
mediate agent,  had  continued  fix  weeks 
when  the  fccrct  got  wind.  The  objedt  of 
this  negotiation  was  too  adverfe  to  the  cri- 
minal views  of  the  Orleans  Faction  not  to 
roufe  them  to  the  immediate  employment  of 
the  moft  powerful  means  to  overturn  it,  and 
they  negle6ted  none.  Prom  the  moment  it 
was  known,  the  murmurs  upon  fcarcity,  and 
the  bad  quality  of  the  bread,  became  daily 
more  violent,  the  manoeuvres  of  the  fadlious 
more  a&ive,  aftd  the  motions  of  the  Palais- 
Royal  more  threatening  :  the  women  of  the 
loweft  clafs  and  the  workmen  of  the  Faux- 
bourgs  affembled,  and  talked  of  going  to 
Verfailles  to  infift  upon  having  bread ;  in  a 
word,  the  Capital  was  in  a  moft  dreadful 
flate  of  fermentation. 

On  Sunday  the  4th  of  Odober,  there  was 
great  agitation  and  diforder  at  the  flour- 
market.  On  the  fame  day,  fome  perfons 
who  appeared  in  the  Champs  Elifees  and  at 
the  Palais-Royal  with  black  cockades  in 
their  hats,  were  groflly  infulted  by  the  Na- 
tional Guards  and  the  People  :  their  cockades 
were  torn  out  and  trodden  under  foot,  and  it 

was 
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was  not  without  great  difficulty  that  they  faved 
their  lives.  The  Commune  on  this  occafica* 
iffued  an  ordinance  forbidding  all  perfons  to 
wear  any  other  cockade  than  a  tri-coloure4 
one. 

The  next  morning  by  day-brsak  the  in* 
furre&ion  begin  to  (how  itfelf.  A  young 
woman  fetting  out  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
St.  Eujlache  went  into  a  guard-room,  whence 
fhe  took  a  drum,  which  (he  beat  round 
the  ftieets,  crying  at  the  fame  time,  that  there 
was  no  bread  at  the  bakers'  (hops.  Many 
women  collected  about  her,  and  followed  her 
to  the  Hotel-de-Ville.  From  the  gate  St.  An* 
toine  other  mobs  of  women  (till  more  nu- 
merous fpread  themfelves  through  the  town, 
forcing  all  thofe  they  met  to  go  along 
with  them :  they  hurried  to  the  Place-de- 
Greve,  crying  out  Bread!  Bread!  and  de- 
fired  to  fpeak  with  the  Reprefentatives  of 
the  Commune.  It  was  then  feven  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  At  the  Hotel-de-Ville  there 
were  only  the  Commiflioners  on  duty,  who 
had  been  there  all  night,  and  a  fmall  de- 
tachment of  the  National  Guard.  But  the 
Place-de-Grive  was  now  nearly  filled  with 
an  immenfe  and  furious  populace,  bawling 
to  have  a  Baker  given  up  to  them,  a  man 

who 
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who  had  been  arretted  and  carried  before  the 
Committee  of  Police,  ori  fufpicion  of  fellings 
bread  under  weight.  Already  was  the  fatal 
lantern  prepared  with  a  rope,  and  the  Baker 
would  have  been  fufpended  to  it,  had  the 
Major-General  of  the  National  Guard  been 
lefs  dexterous  than  he  was  in  taking  advan- 
tage of  a  moment  of  confufion  and  tumult 
to  fave  this  Wretched  man  from  death;  at 
the  fame  time  he  fent  an  order  to  all  the 
Diftridts,  to  caufe  the  moft  numerous  de- 
tachments that  could  be  affembled  to  march 
immediately  to  the  Place-de«Greve. 

Befor^  this  afliftance  arrived,  the  mobs  of 
women  attacked  the  Horfe-Guards  who  were 
ported  before  the  railing  of  the  Hbtel-de- 
Fille,  and  put  them  to  flight.  The  Foot- 
Guards  forming  them£elvesxinto  a  fquare 
upon  the  fleps,  kept  the  women  for  a 
moment  in  awe  by  prefenting  their  bayo- 
nets :  but  a  fhower  of  flones  very  foon  dif- 
perfed  this  company,  and  the  Furies  made,, 
their  way  into  the  Hotel-de-Ville.  They  ran 
through  all  the  apartments  calling  with 
dreadful  imprecations  for  bread  and  for 
arms.  They  fell  upon  all  the  papers  they 
found,  and  would  have  fet  them  on  fire, 
Becaufe  (faid  they)  they  were  the  work ,  of 

the 
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the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Commune  %  all  bad 
citizens  who  deferved  the  lantern,  Bailly 
and  La  Fayette  at  the  head  of  them.  Others 
went  to  the  Armory.  Men  provided  with 
axes,  crows,  and  hammers  joined  them, 
broke  open  the  doors,  and  feized  all  the  muf- 
kets  and  two  pieces  of  cannon.  The  Hotel- 
de-Ville  would  have  been  fet  on  fire,  had 
not  Stanijlaus  Maillard,  the  man  who  had 
played  a  chief  part  in  the  attack  of  the 
Baftille,  fucceeded  at  the  rifk  of  his  life  in 
forcing  from  two  of  the  women  the  burn* 
ing  links  which  they  had  brought  to  fet  fire 
to  the  papers  and  regifters  belonging  to  the 
Committees. 

To  Verfailles  !  to  Verfailles  !  became  the 
general  cry  of  the  populace,  and  particularly 
of  the  women.  They  faid  they  would  ga 
and  alk  the  King  and  the  AfTembly  for 
bread.  The  intrepid  Maillard,  more  tur- 
bulent than  wicked,  and  conftantly  led  by 
the  defire  of  gaining  note  in  the  papular 
commotions  by  fome  diftinguifhed  part, 
went  down  to  the  door  of  the  HoteUde^Vilh 
with  a  drum  in  his  hand,  affembled  the 
women  about  him,  harangued  them,  and 
fucceeded  fo  well  in  gaining  their  confi- 
dence, that  they  appointed  him  their  Cap- 
tain, 
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tain,  upon  condition   that  he  led  them  to 
Verfailles.    He  had  previoufly  propofed  this 
meafure  to  the  Staffc-Officers  as  the  only  one 
that  could  clear  the  Plaee-de±Grivc,  and  fa* 
cilitate  the  collecting  a  force  neceffary  to 
reftore  order.     M .  Dermigny,  the  Adjutant-* 
General,  told  him,  that  he  could  give  him 
no   fuch   commiffion,   but  that  he   was  at 
liberty  to  adt  as  he  pleafed,  provided  he  did 
not  difturb   the    public    peace.      He  now 
thought  that  he  was  fufficiently  authorifed 
to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  this  army  of 
Amazons,  or  rather  of  Megaeras,   already 
intoxicated  with    brandy.      They    pitched 
upon   the   Champs  Elifees  for  their  head, 
quarters,  and  the  main  body  of  the  army  re- 
paired   thither,    tvhile    many   detachments 
marched  through   the  different  quarters  of 
the  town  raifing  recruits.     They  affembled 
to  the  number  of  about  6000,  armed  with 
clubs,  pitchforks,  pikes,  mufkets,  and  pif- 
tols,  and  they  were  almoft  all  in  rags  orna- 
mented with  ribbons  of  different   colours. 
At  firft  they  propofed  to  go  to  the  Arfenal, 
to  provide  themfelves  with  what  ammuni- 
tion and  arms  jhey  wanted  y  but  from  this 
they  were  diverted  by  Maillard,   who  re- 
presented to  them,  that  their  plan  being  to 
Vol.  II.  F  go 
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go  to  the  Aflembly  to  alk  them  for  juftice 
and  for  bread,  they  would  be  much  more 
certain  of  obtaining  both  by  going  as  fup- 
pliants,  than  by  prefenting  themfelves  with 
arms  in  their  hands.  Struck  with  the  force 
of  this  reafoning,  they  gave  up  the  thought 
of  going  in  queft  of  more  arms,  and  even 
confented  to  leave  thofe  they  already  had  in 
Paris.  At  length  they  fet  out,  preceded  by 
eight  or  ten  drums,  and  followed  by  a 
company  of  the  Baftille  Volunteers,  who 
were  joined  by  fome  armed  brigands, 
who  never  ceafed  exafperating  this  fenfelefs 
mob  againft  the  Gardes-du-Corps,  and 
againft  the  Queen ;  pouring  forth  the  moft 
horrible  execrations  againft  her  Majefty, 
and  openly  anticipating  her  aflaffination. 
The  women  continued  flopping  and  preffing 
into  their  pkn  every  body  they  met  upon  the 
road  :  they  even  forced  many  ladies  fright- 
ened out  of  their  fenfes  to  leave  their  car- 
riages and  walk  with  them  to  Verfailles. 

Meanwhile,  the  alarm-bell  which  had 
been  ringing  many  hdlirs,  and  the  drums 
beating  to  arms,  put  the  whole  towrn  in 
motion :  the  citizens  repaired  in  crowds  to 
the  Affemblies  of  their  Diftri&s,  the  Na- 
tional Guards  to  their  battalion,  and  the* 
1  companies 
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companies  of  the  Paid  Guards*,  called  alfo 
the  Companies  of  the  Centre  (formerly  the 
French  Guards),  marched  in  order  of  battle 
R>  the  Plaee-de*Greve.  They  were  foon 
followed  by  detachments  from  all  the  Dif- 
trids,  while  an  immenfe  populace  preffed 
about  them  and  ftunned  them  with  their 
clamours.  Bread!  Vcrfaillesl  Orders! 
Leaders!  were  the  only  words  that  could 
be  diftinguifhed  amidft  their  (hou ts. 

The  Reprefentatives  of  the  Commune 
affembled  were  at  a  lofs  what  to  do,  and 
every  minute  increafed  the  embarraffment  of 
their  fituation.  M.  de  la  Fayette  was  then 
at  the  Hotel-de-Ville,  in  the  chamber  where 
the  Committee  of  Police  were  fitting,  and 
was  di&ating  letters  for  the  Affembly  and  for 
the  Minifters  relative  to  the  ftate  of  the 
Capital.  A  deputation  from  fix  companies 
of  grenadiers  went  up  to  him,  and  their 
fpeaker  addreffed  him  thus  :  u  General !  we 
"  do  not  believe  you  to  be  a  traitor,  but  we 
"  believe  that  the  Government  is  betraying 
«<  us — it  is  time  for  all  this  to  have  an  end. 
"  We  cannot  turn  our  bayonets  againft 
14  women  who  are  aflcing  for  bread..  The 
"  Committee  of  Subfiftence  are  guilty,  or 

*  La  Garde  Soldce. 

,    F2  "  incapable 
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"  incapable  of  concluding  their  department  j 
"  in  either  cafe  they  ought  to  be  changed, 
"  The  people  are  wretched,  and  the  fourcc 
"  of  the  evil  is  at  Verfailles.  We  ought  to 
"go  for  the  .King  and  bring  him  to  Paris  ; 
€C  the  Regiment  of  Flanders  and  the  Gardes* 
"  du-Corps,  who  have  dared  to  tread  the 
c<  National  cockade  under  foot,  ought  to  be 
14  exterminated.  If  the  King  is  too  weak  to 
•*  wear  his  crown,  let  him  lay  it  down: 
c<  we  will  nominate  his  fon,  have  a  Re- 
11  gency,  and  things  will  go  better*" — 
"  What !  (replied  M.  de  la  Fayette),  do 
"  you  mean  to  make  war  upon  the  King, 
"  and  compel  him  to  defert  us?" — "  No, 
"  General,  we  {hqjuld  be  very  forry  for  it, 
"-for  we  love  him  very  much;  but  he  will 
"  not  quit  us— though,  if  he  did,  we  have 
"  the  Dauphin/'  He  harangued,  exhorted, 
and  conjured  them  in  vain;  they  conftantly 
anfwered,  that  the  fource  of  the  evil  was  at 
Verfailles,  that  there  they  ought  to  go,  and 
that  all  the  people  defired  it.  He  went 
down  to  the  Square,  and  tried  with  as  little 
fuccefs  to  argue  the  Grenadiers  into  reafon. 
He  brought  to  their  mind  their  oath  to  the 
Nation,  to  the  Law,  and  to  the  King ;  but 
his  voice  was  loft  amid  the  inceffant  fhouts 
of,  To  Verfailles 7  to  Verfailles  !— M.  Bailly, 

who 
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who  had  been  fent  for  by  the  Reprefentatives 
of  the  Commune  to  come  and  affift  them 
with  his  counfel,  arrived  at  this  moment  at 
the  Hotel-de-Ville,  and  was  affailed  by  the 
lame  cries  fhouted  at  once  by  the  National 
Guard  and  the  People, 

The  longer  the  debate  of  the  Reprefenta- 
tives of  the  Commune  continued,  the  fer- 
mentation an4  general  impatience  became 
the  more  dreadful :  to  fhouts  fucceeded 
threats  and  furious  imprecations  which  were 
bellowed  out  againft  the  Muncipality,  and 
againft  M.  de  la  Fayette  himfelf ;  who  re- 
covered his  popularity  by  fhpwing  himfelf 
on  horfeback  at  the  head  of  his  army,  wait- 
ing the  decifion  of  the  Affembly  of  the  Re- 
prefentatives of  the  Commune,  to  whom  he 
had  fent  feveral  of  his  Aides-de-Camp,  one 
after  the  other,  to  tell  them  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  them  to  refufe  any  longer  the 
demand  of  the  People.  The  Affembly,  con- 
vinced in  fad:  that  a  longer  refiftance  would 
be  as  dangerous  as  ufelefs,  refolved  at  length 
to  fend  M.  de  la  Fayette  the  following 
prder :  ,         " 

"  On  confidering  the  circumftances  and 

<f  the  defire  of  the  People,  and  upon   the 

'♦  reprefentation  of  the  Commander  in  Chief 

F  3  "  that 
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"  that  it  was  impoffiblc  to  rcfufc  it;  the 
"  Aflembly  not  orily  authorife  but'  order 
"  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  proceed  to 
u  Verfailles."  At  the  fame  time  they  ap~ 
pointed  from  the  Commune  four  Commit 
fioners  to  accompany  the  army.  The  Ge- 
neral, in  confequence,  gave  the  order  for 
marching,  and  he  was  anfwered  by  the  army 
and  the  people  with  the  loudeft  flxouts  of 

The  advanced  guard  confifted  pf  three 
companies  of  grenadiers  and  one  of  the  fu-* 
fileers.  They  carried  with  them  three  field 
pieces,  and  were  preceded  by  feven  or  eight 
hundred  men  armed  with  guns  and  pikes. 
The  main  body  marched  in  three  columns, 
with  artillery  and  baggage  waggons.  In  the 
ranks  there  were  none  but  National  Guards ; 
but  between  the  companies  were  a  great  num- 
ber  of  ragged  vagabonds,  oddly  armed,  and 
almoft  all  ftrangers,  but  naturalifed  by  the 
Revolution,  and  promoted,  as  plunderers, 
to  the  dignity  of  patriot,  and  to  all  its  pre- 
rogatives. This  army  was  attended  to  the 
barrier  by  (houts  of  applaiife ;  the  public 
joy  feemed  to  be  complete ;  but  no  fooner 
were  the  tri-coloured  ftandards  out  of  fight, 
and  the  drums  out  of  hearing,  than  difaf* 

trous 
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ferous  forebodings,  gloomy  anxieties,  ahd 
a  profound  and  general  fadnefs  feized  upon 
the  Parifians,  and  the  moft  melancholy  filence 
iucceeded  the  clamorous  tranfports  of  joy 
and  fury.  Mothers  and  wives  dreaded, 
fometimes  the  dangers  to  which  their  chil- 
dren and  their  hufbands  might  be  expofed, 
and  fometimes  the  crimes  in  which  they 
might  be  made  to  participate.  It  was  alked, 
with  groans,  what  were  they  gone  to  Ver- 
failles  to  do  ?  I  Was  that  day  at  Verfailles, 
and  what  was  done  there  I  (hall  now  re* 
late*. 

The  King  had  gone  to  Meudon  to  hunt.  At 
half  after  one  o'clock  M.  de  St,  Priejl  wrote 
a  letter  to  M:  de  Larboujt,  one  of  the  King's 
equerries,  informing  him  that  a  great  num- 
ber of  women,  followed  by  a  crowd  of  arm- 
ed workmen,  were  on  their  way  from  Pa- 
ris to  Verfailles,  and  that  it  was  neceffary 
the  King  fhould  be  apprifed  of  it  ih  time, 
to  return  before  they  arrived.     The  Mar- 

*  I  (hall  relate  not  only  what  I  faw,  but  the  princi- 
pal fads  that  were  judicially  proved  in  the  proceedings 
at  the  Chatelet,  upon  the  crimes  of  the  5th  and  6th  of 
O&ober  1789  ;  they  are  lying  before  me,  together  with 
the  complete  inveftigation  of  them,  made  by  AT.  de 
&laire9  in  his  excellent  work,  entitled  "  The  Crimes  of 
the  6th  of  October." 

F  4  quis 
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quis  de  Oubieres,  who  was  then    at    $f , 
<)Le  LarbouJVs,    immediately    mounted    hi$ 
horfe  to  carry  M.  de  St.  PricJFs  letter  to 
the  King ;  and  he  was  fcarcely  arrived   at 
Meudop  whep  a  Chevalier  of  St.  Louis* ', 
who  had  been  on  the  Paris  road,  was  pre? 
fented  to  his  Majefty,  threw  himfelf  on  his 
knees,  and  told  him,  that  having  on  his  way 
to  Paris  met  a  large  body  of  .people,  armed 
with  pikes,  guns,  and  bludgeons,  he  had 
returned  with  the  utmoft  fpeed  to  inform 
the  King  of  it,    adding,  ?'  I   befee;ph  your 
«•  Majefty  not  to  be  afraid.''     "  Afraid!" 
^replied  the  King,  *'•  I  never  was  afraid  in 
M  my  life.**     The  Officer  made  an  offer  of 
his  fervices,  and  fwore  that  he -was  ready  tp 
defend  him  to  the  laft  drop  of  his  blood, 
The  King  was  much  affedted,  and  thanked 
him,  then  njounted  his  horfe  to  return  %q 
Verfailles.     "  I  uiiderftand,"  faid  his  Ma^ 
jefty  to  his  attendants,  "  that  there  has  been 
f  fome  tumult  in  the  market,  and  that  the 
.*'  Paris  women  are  coming  to  afk  me  for 
*c  bread.     Alas !  had  I  it  in  my  power,  I 
**  ihould  not  wait  till  they  can^e  tQ  afk  for 
"  it." 

f  M.  de  la  Devefe,  a  Nobleman  of  Dauphine. 

The 
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The  news  of  the  brigands  being  on  their 
way  fpread  alarm  through  Verfailles.     The 
drums  beat  to  arms.     The  Gardes-du-Corps 
.  Were  ordered  to  mount  their  horfes  ;   thofe 
on  duty  repaired  to  the  Palace,  and  four  de- 
tachments were  ordered  to  go  by  different 
roads  to  meet  the  Jting,  who  had  very  few 
guards  with  him,  but  they  had  hardly  fet 
put  when  his  Majefty  arrived.     The  Count 
of  Luxembourg  immediately  afked  him,  if 
he  had  any  orders  to  give  for  the  guards*: — 
f  What!     againft    women?"    replied    the 
jKing  with  a  fmile ;  "  you  are  laughing  at 
pie."     The  fame  queftion  was  put  to  him 
relative  to  the  carriages  :  his   Majefty  an- 
fwered,  that  he  had  no  occafion  for  them. 
At  that, time  it  was  fuppofed,  that  only  the 
jvonlen  led  by  Maillard,  followed  by  fome 
jll-armed   men,  were  coming.      M.  de  la 
Fayette,  who  was  at  firft   refolved   not  to 
leave  Paris,  thought  he  had  fufficient  influ- 
ence to  reftrain  the  National  Guard.     He 
depended  upon  it  fo  much,   even  after  he 
had  experienced  his  want  of  power  over  the 
Grenadiers,  that  he  chofe  tthat  moment  for 
fending  a  Reprefentative  of  the  Commune 
to  Ver failles,  with  difpatches  to  the  Aflem- 
bly  and  to  the  Minifter,  to  inform  them  of 

his 
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his  hopes  o£  a  fpeedy  re-eftablifhment  of 
tranquillity  in  the  Capital  *.     • 

I  am  willing  to  believe  that  M :  de  la 
Fayette,  whofe  preemption  had  fo  often 
deceiyed  him,  was  alfo  deceived  in  this  in- 
ftance,  and  that  he  was  fincere  in  the  hopes 
he  exprefled  to  the  Court.  But  could  he  be 
ftill  miftaken,  when,  sin  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  afterwards,  he  found  himfelf  obliged 
to  apply  to  the  Aflembly  of  the  Re- 
prefentatives  of  the  Commune,  for  the  order 
to  lead  to  Verfailles  an  army  in  fury,  of 
which  he  was  far  lefs  the  Commander  than 
the  docile  inftrument?  Was  he  fimple 
enough  to  flatter  himfelf  that  he  Ihould  be 
better  obeye4  at  Verfailles  than  at  Paris? 
Was  he  fo  blinded  as  not  to  forefec  the 
enormities,  at  the  head  q(  which  he  wa$ 
about  to  be  compelled  to  figure?  "  What 
would  you  have  had  him  do  ?"  faid  all  his 
friends  the  next  day.  •  What  would  I  have 
had  him  do?    I  will  not  anfwer,  that  he 

*  Sec  the  Moniteur,  No.  70,  of  the  9th  and  toth  of 
O&ober,  and  many  other  papers.  It  was  like  wife  faid, 
in  the  following  No.  of  the  Moniteur,  that  thofe  def- 
patches,  which  were  fent  from  Paris  at  half  after  two 
o'clock,  did  not  arriva  at  Verfailles  till  after  eight  at 
night. 

JJwuld 
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Jhould  have  died— his  death  would  have 
been  of  iio  ufe ;  but  he  might  at  leaft  have 
laid  down  a  command  of  which  he  was  in- 
capable; he  ought  efpecially,  and  in  the 
firft  place,  to  have  informed  the  King  of  his 
fituation,  and  to  have  prevented  the  fatal  ef- 
fects of  the  fecurity  into  which  he  had 
lulled  his  Majefty  by  the  difpatches  he  had 
fent  by  the  Reprefentative  of  the  Commune, 
Among  the  numerous  Aides-de-Camp  around 
him,  he  might  eafily  have  found  three  or 
four  fufficiently  intelligent  and  zealous  to 
have  executed  this  commiffion  perfe&ly 
well.  Had  the  Court,  been  informed,  as 
foon  as  it  might  have  been,  of  the  march 
of  fo  formidable  an  army,  the  King  would 
not  have  been  fo  imprudent  as  to  have  waited 
for  it  at  Verfailles ;  he  would  have  fet  out 
with  his  family  forCompiegne.  The  very  next 
day  he  might  have  adjourned  the  Affembly 
to  Soiflbns  or  to  Tours ;  and  that  removal,  the 
motives  of  which  all  France  would  have 
applauded,  would  have  faved  every  thing. 
But  as  only  women  and  fome  badly  armed 
brigands  were  expedted,  it  was  thought 
enough  to  fhut  the  iron  gates  of  the  Palace, 
and  to  draw  up  on  the  Place  d'Armes  the  re- 
giment  of  Flinders,    the   Rangers   of  the 

Trois 
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Trots  Eveches,  the  Gardes-du-Corfis9  Mon- 
sieur's Guards,  thofe  of  the  Count  d'Ar-* 
tois,  and  a  fquadron  of  horfe.  The  bar- 
racks, formerly  belonging  to  the  French 
Guards,  were  occupied  by  fome  companies 
of  the  National  Guards  of  Verfailles. 

The  Count  d'EJlaing  read  a  requisition  of 
the  Municipality  to  the  troops,  which  en- 
joined them  to  aflift,  in  conjunction  with 
the  National  Guards  of  Verfailles,  to  quell 
any  diforder  that  might  be  committed  by  the 
multitude  that  was  coming  from  Paris. 

It  was  very  natural  that  the  members  oj 
the  Committee  of  Montrouge  fhould  be 
fooner  and  better  informed  than  any  body 
of  the  commotions  of  the  Capital,  and  their 
objedt,  as  it  was  commonly  by  their  Agents 
that  they  were  excited ;  but  Mirabeau's  con-r 
dudt  in  the  Affembly,  four  hours  before  the 
brigands  arrived,  was  very  remarkable.  In 
the  midft  of  the  debate,  upon  the  King's 
Anfwer,  and  on  the  denunciation  of  the'  en^- 
tertainment  given  by  the  Gardes- du-Cctrfis, 
he  went  up  to  the  Prcfident,  and,  fpeaking 
in  a  low  voice,  faid  to  him,  "  Mr.  Prefi- 
M  dent,  forty  thoufand  armed  men  are  on 
-"  their  way  from  Paris :  hurry  the  debate — 
M  break  up  the  Sitting — pretend  to  be  ill, 

or 
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«4  or  fay  that  you  are  going  to  .the  King." 
— Cf  I  never  hurry  the  debates/'  replied 
Mounter  coldly,  u  I  think  they  are  but  too 
"  often  hurried  through. " — "  But,  Mr.  Pre-' 
"  fident,  thofe  forty  thoufand  men  !" — "  So 
ci  much  the  better,  they  have  but  to  kill  us 
11  all — all,  do  you  underftand  me?  and  the 
"  bufinefs  of  the  State  would  go  on  the 
€f  better  for  it." — "  That's  prettily  faid, 
"  Mr.  Prefident." 

The  King's  intereft  was  certainly  out  of 
the  queftion  in  this  requeft  of  Mirabeauys9 
whpfe  (hocking  conduit  that  day  and  the 
next  does  not  leave  even  a  fhadow  of  doubt 
refpe&ing  it.  He  had  therefore  another  object 
in  view,  and  it  could  only  be  that  of  fright- 
ening the  King  into  the  determination  of 
leaving  Verfailles :  there  is  no  doubt  that  it 
was  not  that  day  a  part  of  the  project  of  the 
Confpirators  to  murder  the  Royal  Family ; 
but  the  King's  flight  would  have  facilitated, 
and  might  even  have  been  the  grounds  of 
the  appointment  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  to 
the  office  of  Lieutenant-General  of  the  King- 
dom, which  was  ever  the  chief  object  of 
this  Fa&ion.  Mounier  knew  this  well,  and 
the  indifference  of  his  reply  difconcerted 
Mirabeau. 

About 
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About  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the 
phalanx  of  women  began  to  make  their  ap- 
pearance in  the  avenue.  Their  advanced 
guard  Hopped  for  fome  moments  oppofite  to 
the  building  where  the  Aflembly  were  fitting. 
Maillard,  who  was  ftill  at  their  head,  took 
only  fifteen  of  them  with  him  into  the 
Hall.  The  others  all  infifted  upon  going  in 
with  him,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  he 
at  length  prevailed  upon  them  to  wait 
quietly  till  he  returned.  They  went  on  to 
the  Place  d'Armes,  where  they  were  greatly 
aftonifhed  to  find  battalions  of  infantry  and 
fquadrons  of  horfe  prefenting  an  impenetra- 
ble front. 

Maillard  prefented  himfelf  at  the  Bar  with 
his  retinue,  and  fet  forth  that  for  three  days 
paft  there  had  abfolutely  been  no  bread  in 
Paris*  "  We  are  come  to  Verfailles  (added 
"  he)  to  a(k  for  fome,  and,  at  the  fame 
49  time,  to  have  the  Ga/rdes-du-Corps  punifh- 
•'  ed  for  having  infulted  the  patriotic  cock- 
lc  ade..  The  Ariftocrats  want  to  flarve  us. 
"  This  very  day  a  note  of  200  livres  was 
t€  fent  to  a  Miller,  defiring  him  not  to 
"  grind  com,  and  promifing  him  a  like  fum 
"  every  week." 

Be 
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He  was  called  upon  from  every  part  of 
the  Hall  to  name  him.  "  I  cannot  (he  re- 
11  plied)  name  either  the  denounced  or  the 
"  denouncers,  becaufe  I  know  neither  one 
"  nor  the  other ;  but  three  perfbns,  whom 
"  we  met  this  morning  in  a  carriage  be- 
"  longing  to  Verfailles,  told  me  that  a  cler- 
"  gyman  intended  to  denounce  this  crime  to 
"  the  National  Affembly.  I  befeech  you, 
*^in  order  to  reftore  peace,  to  calm  the 
"  general  effervefcence  and  prevent  mif- 
"  chief,  to  fend  a  deputation  to  the  Gardes- 
"  du- Corps  to  perfuade  them  to  take  the 
"  National  cockade,  and  to  make  fome  re- 
4i  paration  for  the  infult  offered  to  it." 

He  then  inveighed  violently  againft  the 
black  cockades,  took  one  out  of  his  pocket 
which  he  pretended  had  been  taken  from  an 
Ariflocrat,  tore  it  in  a  rage,  and  trampled  it 
under  his  feet.  The  coarfenefs  of  fome  of 
his  exprefiions  drew  from  the  Prefidenf  an 
injunction  not  to  forget  the  refpedt  he  9wed 
to  the  Affembly :  u  All  who  wifh  to  be 
"  citizens  (added  the  Prefident)  may  be  fo 
"  of  their  own  accord,  but  none  have  a 
u  right  to  force  them.*' 

Mail  lard  replied,  "  There  is  nobody  who 
u  would  not  be  honoured  by  that  title ;  and 

-  if 
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"  if  any  Member  of  this  auguft  Diet  could 
".  think  himfelf  difhonoured  by  it,  he  ought 
"  to  be  immediately  expelled."  -  The  Hall 
refounded  with  fhouts  of  applaufe  at.  this 
anfvver,  and  many  voices  repeated,  Yesh  yes, 
all  ought  to  be  Jo,  we  are  all  citizens. 

Several  Deputies  called  out  that  the  re* 
ports  fpreadrefpedting  the  Gardes-du-Corps 
were  falfe,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  National 
cockade  was  given  to  Maillard  on  the  part 
of  the  Guards  ;  he  fhowed  it  to  the  women 
about  him  as  a  token  of  the  pacific  difpo- 
lition  of  that  corps,  and  in  an  inftaiit  they 
all  fhouted  Vive  le  Rot !  Vivent  les  Gardes* 
du-Corps! 

The  fpeaker  was  then  interrupted  by  the 
clamours  of  fome  other  women  who  had 
forced  their  way  into  the  Hall,  and  who, 
mounted  upon  benches,  were  crying  out  all 
at  once  for  bread,  the  difmiffion  of  the  Re- 
giment of  Flanders,  and  the  punifliment  of 
the  Gardes-  du-Corps,  and  were  uttering  the 
moft  horrid  imprecations  againft  the  Queen. 
Some  were  contemptuoufly  familiar  in  their 
expreffions,  and  infulted  the  Deputies,  par- 
ticularly thofe  of  the  Order  of  the  Clergy  ; 
defiring  them  to  hold  their  tongues,  or, 
in  a  flyle  at  once  imperious  and  familiar, 

commanding 
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commanding  them  to  fpeak  i—Come,  Deputy, 
do  you  fpeak.  Deputy,  hold  you  your  tongue. 
During  this  fcandalous  fccne,  too  difgufting 
to  be  more  minutely  detailed,  the  Affembly 
charged  the  Prefident  to  go  immediately  to 
the  Palace,  at  the  head  of  a  Deputation,  and 
reprefent  the  calamitous  fituation  of  Paris  to 
the  King. 

The  moment  that  the  Prefident  {Mounter) 
and  the  Deputation  appeared  out  of  the 
Hall,  they  were  furrounded  by  a  crowd  of 
women,  who  declared  ih  the  moft  pofitive 
tertns  that  they  would  go  with  them  to  the 
King;  while  a  party  of  men  armed  with 
pikes,  hatchets  and  clubs  drew  round  the 
Deputation,  to  ferve  as  an  efcort  for  them. 
Mounier i  after  much  folicitation,  prevailed 
upon  them  to  c6nfent  that  only  fix  women 
fhould  go  to  the  King  With  the  Deputation ; 
but  when  they  arrived  at  the  Palace  it  was 
impoffible  to  reftrain  them  to  that  number, 
and  with  great  difficulty  they  were  reduced 
to  twelve. 

At  the  Place  d'Armes  the  women  who 
remained  there  began  to  abufe  the  troops ; 
but  as  thefe  did  not  feem  to  pay  the  leaft 
attention  to  them,  their  threats  were  dropped. 
Soon,  however,  finding  themfelves  fupported 

Vol.  II.  G  by 
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by  all  the  populace  of  Verfailles,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  violence  againft  the  Gardes-du- 
Corps,  who,  fcattered  through  the  town,  and 
not  receiving  information  all  at  the  fame 
time,  were  going  one  by  one  to  join  their 
corps.  Thofe  who  went  firft  met  no  ob- 
ftacle,  but  they  that  went  after  the  crowd  of 
people  armed  with  pikes  had  increafed  and 
become  more  audacious  from  the  inadion  of 
the  troops,  were  infulted  and  attacked.  A 
pike  thrown  by  a  young  man  at  one  of  the 
Guards  went  between  the  legs  of  his  horfe, 
and  made  him  fall.  The  mob  inftantly 
ruflied  upon  him,  and  would  infallibly  have 
murdered  him  had  he  not  been  faved  by  an 
officer  of  the  National  Guards  of  Verfailles, 
named  Defroches.  That  brave  man,  exaf- 
perated  at  fo  unprovoked  an  attack,  collared 
the  aggreflbr  with  the  intention  of  fending  him 
to  prifon  j  but  the  people  forced  him  out  of  his 
hands.  This  firft  fuccefs,  and  ftill  more  the 
certainty  of  the  King's  having  forbidden  the 
Guards  to  fire,  and  recommended  the  greateft 
mildnefs  to  them,  infinitely  increafed  the  in- 
folence  of  the  brigands.  Depending  upon 
being  able  to  do  every  thing  with  impunity, 
they  now  took  it  into  their  heads  to  force  the 
ranks  of  the  Gardcs-du-Corps.     They  went 

up 
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up  to  their  hojfes,  and  when  by  frightening 
them  they  had  put  the  troop  into  diforder, 
they  attempted  to  go  in  among  them.     The 
prudence  of  the  Guards,  and  their  continual 
attention  to  doling  their  ranks,  fruftrated  all 
thofe  attempts,  till  a  man  in  the  uniform  of 
the  National  Guard  of  Paris  perceivings  a 
fpace  between  the  horfes  at  the  head  of  the 
troop,  puflied  into  the  ranks  with  a  fword 
in   his    hand,    followed    by  eight  or   ten 
women.  .This  frightened  the  horfes  fo  much 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  prevent  the  man 
from  pafling.     Three  Officers  of  the  corps 
went  after  him,  and,  giving  him  a  blow  or 
two  on  his  back  with  the  flat  part  of  their 
fwords,   left   him:    but   fcarcely   had  they 
faced  about  to  return  to  their  ftation,  when 
they  were  fired  at ;  one  of  them  {M .  de  Sa- 
vonnieres)   received  a  fhot  that  broke  his 
arm.     At  the  fame  inftant  three  pieces  of 
cannon,     loaded    with    canifter-fhot,    were 
pointed  againft  the   Gardes-du-Corfis,  and 
the  matches   feveral   times   applied   to   the 
touch-holes — though  without  effedt,  owing  to 
the  rain :  at  this  time  fome  perfons  were  heard 
to  utter  thefe  remarkable  words,  Stop  ;  it  is 
not  yet  time. 

G  2  M.  de 
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M*  de  Savonnieres,  on  returning  into  the 
ranks  among  his  comrades,  thought  only  of 
repreffing  their  refentment.  "  You  muft 
"  not,"  faid  he  to  them,  if  think  of  me,  but  of 
"  the  King  and  of  the  Royal  Family;  may 
"  they  efcape  the  danger  that  threatens 
"  them!  Remember,  my  friends,  that  the 
"  flighted  imprudence  might  endanger  their 
"  lives. "  Thefe  words  were  enough  to  re- 
train them :  thofe  brave  officers,  though  fo 
greatly  exafperated,  did  not  hefitate  a  mo- 
ment to  make  a  facrifice  of  their  feelings  to 
the  King;  but  their  heroic  moderation  did 
but  increafe  the  audacity  and  the  number  of 
the  affaflins. 

Th^  Regiment  of  Flanders  was  treated  in 
a  much  more  ignominious  manner ;  a  num- 
ber of  brazen  women,  among  whom  was 
feen  the  notorious  Theroigne  de  Mericourt, 
forced  their  way  into  their  ranks  with  money 
in  their  hands,  which  the  officers  could  not 
prevent,  and  purchafed  at  a  very  paltry  pri^e 
the  fhame  and  inadtion  of  the  foldiers. 

While  on  the  Place  d*Armes  the  Gardes- 

du-Corps  were  bearing  the  hootings,  abufes, 

and  continual  attacks  of  a  jnad  mob,  fuch  of 

them  as  had  been  fent  to  the  avenue  to  re- 

1  "       <    .  connoitre, 
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connoitre,  and  thofe  who  were  ordered  to 
join  the  picket  of  Rangers  ftationed  oppofitc 
the  Hall  of  the  National  Aflembly,  were 
purfued  and  fired  upon.  The  detachments 
which  had  been  to  meet  the  King  were  re- 
ceived on  their  return  with  a  fliower  of 
ftones  and  feveral  mufket-fhot. 

The  women  who  had  gone  into  the  Palace 
with  the  Deputation  from  the  AfTembly, 
were  extremely  affe&ed  at  the  fenfibility 
ihown  by  the  King  on  hearing  the  account 
•of  the  pretended  want  of  the  Metropolis. 
One  of  thenri,  whofe  name  was  Louifa 
Chabry,  a  young  woman  of  feventeen  years 
of  age,  who  worked, at  a  carver's,  and  who 
was  commiffioned  to  reprefent  the  griev- 
ances of  the  Parifians  to  his  Majefty,  could 
not  fupport  the  emotion  of  tendernefs  or 
timidity  fhe  felt,  and  fainted.  Every  thing 
was  done  to  recover  her :  as  fhe  was  going 
away  fhe  wifhed  to  kifs  the  King's  hand; 
but  his  Majefty,  faying  kindly  to  her  that 

Jhe  deferved  better  than  that,  did  he^  the 
honour  to  kifs  her  lips.  They  alj  retired 
well  fatisfied,  crying  in  the  court,  Vive  le 
Jioi  !  God  blefs  the  King  and  his  family  I 

'  fa-morrow  wejhall  have  bread. 

G  3  The 


86  ANNALS    OF    THE  [Oct.  1789. 

The  multitude  crowded  on  the  Square 
would  not  give  credit  to  their  report :  fcareely 
had  they  got  to  the  Minifter's  Court  when 
they  were  faluted  with  fhouts,  or  rather 
with  howlings.  "  The  jades  have  received 
"  money,"  was  the  cry;  "  if  they  do  not 
"  bring4  a  writing  from  the  .King,  they  njuft 
"  be  hanged."  Two  of  the  women  who 
accufed  them  feized  one  of  them,  and  put 
their  garters  round  her  neck  to  hang  her  at 
the  firft  lamp.  She  cries  to  the  Gardes- 
du-Corps  for  affiftance  1  the  officer  ftationed 
at  the  iron-gate  flies  to  her  affiftance,  difen- 
gages  her,  and  puts  her  back  into  the  Royal 
Court  with  the  other  women  who  had  ac- 
companied the  Deputation  of  the  Affembly 
to  the  Palace.  They  befeech  him  to  con* 
dud;  them  back  to  the  King ;  he  yields  to 
their  folicitations ;  and  his  Majefty  alfo  con- 
fents  to  give  them  an  order,  figned  by  him- 
felf,  to  caufe  corn  to  be  fent  from  Senlis  and 
from  Lagni,  and  to  remove  all  the  obfta- 
cles  in  fupplying  Paris  with  provifions. 

It  would  not  be  eafy  to  defcribe  the  tranf- 
ports  of  joy  Ihown  by  thefe  women,  carry- 
ing in  triumph  this  writing  of  the  King's, 
dancing,  and  fliowing  it  to  the  brigands, 

who 
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who  already  began  to  fill  the  Minifters* 
Court.  The  treatment  they  now  received 
made  them  amends  for  the  outrages  they 
had  experienced  a  few  minutes  before.  In 
a  fhort  time  there  was  nothing  talked  of  in 
the  Courts  and  Place  d'Armes,  but  the  pa- 
ternal kindnefs  of  Louis  XVI.  Repented 
acclamations  of  Vive  le  Rot !  expreffed  the 
gratitude  of  this  portion  of  Maillard's  army, 
who  had  been  led  away  by  the  brigands, 
and  who  thought  they  were  only  come  to 
Verfailles  to  a(k  for  bread.  Such  was  the 
iincerity  of  thefe  women,  that,  after  thofe 
who  had  fecn  the  Kiog  had  related  the  fuo 
cpfs  of  their  embafly  to  their  companions, 
they  propofed  to  go  and  carry  the  news  to 
Paris ;  and  in  fpite  of  the  oppofition  of  fe- 
veral  villains,  who  cried  that  there  was  an 
order  for  remaining,  they  went  in  fearch  of 
their  General  Maillard,  and  about  forty  of 
them  fet  off  with  him  in  the  carriages  which 
the  King  had  ordered  to  be  got  ready  for 
them,  - 

Nor  had  their  credulity  been  lefs  abufed 
<refpe£ting  the  Gardes-du-Corps.    They  were 
ifurprifed  on  coming  out  of  the  OeiUde^Bpmf 
.to  fee  that  they  had  all  white  cockades,  and 
afked  themihe  reafon  -of  it.    -On :bemg*n- 

G  4  fweredf 
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fwered,  that  they  had  never  given  up  the 
white  cockade,  which  was  a  part  of  their 
uniform,  the  women  cried  out,  "  How 
"  bafely  we  have  been  deceived !  We  were 
"  told  that  you  had  only  black  ones;  we 
"  looked  as  we  came,  and  faw  that  you  had 
"  all  white  cockades/' 

M.  de  St>  Priejl,  feeing  that  the  populace 
and  National  Guard  of  Verfailles  had  joined 
the  brigands  of  Paris,  and  that  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Royal  Family  was  reduced  to  * 
fmall  number  of  Gardes-du-Corps,  and  to 
the  Regiment  of  Flanders,  which  was  al- 
ready half  corrupted,  went  to  the  King, 
painted  with  the  utmoft  energy  a  fituation  fo 
perilous,  and  propofed  to  him,  a?  the  only 
means  of  fafety,  to  fet  out  in  an  hour  at 
fartheft  with  his  family  for  Rambouillet*: 
At  the  fame  time,  he  laid  before  his  Majefty  a 
detail  of  the  orders  to  be  given,  and  of  the 
meafures  to  be  taken  to  fecure  the  execution 
of  this  plan,  and  to  prevent  all  the  dangers 
of  it. 

The  King's  natural  repugnance  to  all 
hafty  refolutions  making  him  hefitate  to 
gdopt  that  which  M.  de  St.  Priejt  propofed 
to  him,  that  Minifter,  as  zcfclous  as  faithful, 
thxeyr  himfelf  at  his  MajeftyY  feet  with  hi« 

fac§ 
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face  to  the  ground,  and  faid  as  he  embraced 
them — "  Sire,  I  am  fo,  fully  convinced  that 
lc  all  is  loft  if  you  rejett  the  part  I  have  juft 
*€  propofed  to  you,  that  I  will  not  quit  this 
"  fpot  unlefs  your  Majefty  promifes  me  to 
'•  follow  it."— "  But  rife  then,  M.  dc  St. 
"  Prie/l"  faid  the  King  to  him,  putting  out 
his  hand,  "  No,  Sire,"  faid  he,  "  I  will  not 
$$  rife  till  you  give  the  promife  I  folicit." 
*— "  Well!  I  do/*— "  I  go  this  inftant 
"  then/1  replied  M.  dc  St.  Priejl  rif- 
ing,  "  to  give  the  neceflary  orders,  and  I 
u  (hall  haften  to  wait  for  your  Majefty  at 
"  the  end  of  the  Park.0 
.  Soon  after,  the  alarm  of  the  Royal  Family 
was  allayed  by  the  acclamations  of  Vive  lc 
Roil  which  were  heard  in  the  Court  when1 
the  women  returned  with  the  anfwer  writ- 
ten by  his  Majefty,  and  by  the  hopes  given 
by  the  difpatches  that  had  been  juft  received 
from  M •  dc  la  Fayette,  refpedting  the  pro- 
bable re-eftabliftiment  of  tranquillity  in 
Paris.  The  carriages  were  countermanded, 
and  the  King  fent  word  of  it  to  M.  de  St. 
Priejl,  who  was  already  fet  out.  It  was 
alfo  hoped  that  calm  might  be  reftored  at 
Verfailles  by  withdrawing  the  troops,  and 
vthe  King  gave  orders  for  it.  Count  d'Eftaing 

carried 
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carried  it  himfelf  to  the  'National  Guard  df 
Verfailles;  and  as  it  was  the,firft  time  they 
had  feen  their  Commander  that  day,  they 
reproached  him  feverdy  for  having  deferted 
his  poft  at  the  mod  critical  moment.  Several 
companies  immediately  obeyed  the  General's 
order;  but  the  greater  number,  feeing  the 
Gardes  -du-  Corps  remain  on  the  Place 
d'Armes,  declared  they  would  not  move  till 
they  had  feen  them  file  off.  The  brigands 
did  not  partake  of  this  urieafinefs.  Satisfied 
with  having  feen  the  Gardes-du-Corps  return 
their  fwords  to  their  fcabbards  when  they 
.  heard  the  cries  of  Vive  le  Rot,  they  were  tef* 
tifying  their  content  by  repeated  huzzas,  at 
the  time  that  the  order  for  retreat  arrived. 

The  company  of  Noailles,  which  formed 
the  rear-guard,  had  fqarcely  bqgun  to  march 
down  the  avenue  of  Sceaux,  when  the  hoot* 
ings  and  abufe  recommenced,  ahd  were  foon 
followed  by  a  considerable  difcharge  of  muf- 
ketry,  which  wounded  feveral  of  the  Gardes* 
du- Corps,  and  lulled  one  of  their  horfes.  It 
wpuld  have  .been  eafy  for  them  to  have  taken 
iignal  vengeance  for  fo  atrocious  an  a<3:  of 
hoftility  ;^  bjit,  obedient  to  their  orders,  they 
contented  :tfeemfelves  with  plofing  their 
'•}     «  .  oanks* 
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ranks,  and  retreated  in  good  order.  It  is 
almoft  neceflary  to  have  been  a  witnefs  to 
thefe  fcenes  of  horror,  to  be  able  to  believe 
that  that  We  and  unprovoked  discharge  was 
made  by  the  National  Guard  of  Verfailles 
only.  Yes,  by  thofe  very  men  on  whom, 
three  days  before,  the  Gardes-du-Corps  had 
lavifhed,  and  from  whom  they  had  received, 
the  moft  affectionate  marks  of  friendlhip 
and  good- will. 

While  the  Gardes-du-Corps  were  thus 
fired  upon,  fuch  of  their  comrades  as  were 
upon  duty  within  the  Palace,  being  informed 
of  the  hoftile  intentions  of  the  National 
Guards  of  Verfailles,  but  not  imagining  that 
they  could  go  to  fuch  excefs,  refolved  to 
fend  them  a  Deputation  to  aflure  them  of 
their  pacific  inclinations,  to  offer  them  their 
friendship,  and  requeft  theirs*  The  Count 
of  Luxembourg,  accompanied  by  feveral  fu- 
perior  officers,  brigadiers  and  guards,  had 
a&ually  fet  out  to  execute  this  commiffiou, 
when  Count  d'EJlaing  being  informed  of  it 
ran  to  meet  them.  "  Whither  are  you 
"  going  ?"  faid  he.  "  If  you  ftir  out  you 
"  will  be  all  murdered  :  it  is  impoflible  to 
"  make  thofe  furies  lifteii  to  reafon ;  your 

"  comrades 


92  ANNALS   OF   THE  [Oct.   1789. 

"  comrades  have  juft  been  fired  upon.  I 
gi  have  myfelf  been  abufed  and  threatened, 
€t  and  it  is  with  much  difficulty  I  have  ef- 
"  caped  their  fury." 

A  captain  of  the  National  Guard  who  had 
ferved  in  the  Gardes-du-Corps9  foon  after  con- 
firmed the  fad  account  which  M.  d'EJlaing 
had  given  them.  "  I  am  juft  come  from 
M  their  barracks/'  faid  he ;  tS  they  are  not 
M  men,  but  wildbeafts;  their  fury  againft 
'*  you  is  at  its  height.  For  God's  fake  do 
$€  not  go  out !  The  firft  of  you  that  is  fo  im- 
"  prudent  will  be  maflacred:  all  the  decent 
"  men  and  almoft  all  the  officers  have  left ' 
"  them.  When  I  attempted  to  fay  fome- 
"  thing  in  your  favour,  they  refolved  to 
41  carry  me  to  the  lantern,  and  it  was  with 
"  great  difficulty  I  faved  myfelf/*  >  Count 
d*Albignac,  at  the  head  of  the  regiment  on 
the  Place  d'Armes,  had  fomc  time  before 
received  th$  fame  -intelligence  from  another 
officer  of  the  National  Guard. 

In  a  few  minutes  after  the  Gdrdes-du- 
Corps  had  returned  to  their  hotel,  it  was  re- 
ported that  a  projed  was  formed  of  going  to 
befiege  them  there  with  cannon.  As  it  was 
not  tenable,  the  Duke  de  Guiche  determined 
that  the  corps  fhould  mount  their  horfes. 

He 
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He  might  without  danger  have  led  them  out 
of  the  town — but  that  would  have  been  leav- 
ing the  King ;  and  the  ambition  of  thofe 
faithful  guards,  and  of  their  wojthy  com* 
mander*,  was  to  make  a  rampart  of  their 
bodies  round  the  Royal  Family.  His  Majefly 
had  reftrained  their  courage,  but  he  had  not 
forbidden  them  to  furround  him :  the  refo- 
lution  therefore  of  returning  to  the  Palace 
was  adopted  without  hefitation;  and  that 
they  might  not  give  the  National  Guards  of 
Vcrfaillcs  an  opportunity  or  a  pretence  for 
committing  new  hoftilities,  they  went  round 
through  the  ftreet  de  VOrangerie  and  up  that 
of  la  Surintendance  to  the  Minifters*  Court, 
where  they  drew  up;  but  thofe  who  on 
leaving  the  Place  d'Armes  had  gone  to  the 
Hotel  de  Charojl  were  difperfed  in  the  town, 
or  blockaded  in  their  ftables,  and  but  very 
few  of  them  could  make  their  way  to  the 
Minifters*  Court.  In  a  pofition  fo  difad- 
vantageous  for  a  fquadron  of  horfe,   they 

*  The  conduft  of  the  Duke  de  Guiche  on  the  fatal 
days  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  October  merits  the  higheft 
eulogiums  :  he  was  conftantly  with  the  Gardes-du- Corps, 
fhared  all  their  dangers,  and  fhewed  himfelf  to  be  truly 
worthy  of  being  their  commander  by  his  courage,  and 
by  his  zeal  for  the  King. 

waited 
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waited  a  long  while  for  orders,  which  they 
repeatedly  requefted,  and  which  they  at 
length  received,  to  march  to  the  terrace  in 
front  of  the  Queen *s  apartment.  They  filed 
off  one  by  one  under  the  Princes*  arch,  and 
drew  up  upon  the  terrace.  It  was  full  time 
for  them  to  retreat;  already  were  the  cannon 
pointed  againft  them,  and  the  brigands, 
who  were  upon  the  Place  d'Armes  and  in 
the  barracks,  might  have  fired  upon  them 
through  the  iron-railing,  which  was  their 
intention.  This  was  known  at  the  Palace* 
as  well  as  that  the  Gardes-du-Corps  had  been 
attacked,  and  every  one  trembled  for  the 
lives  of  the  King  and  Queen,  In  this  mo- 
ment of  trouble  and  alarm,  fome  of  their 
Majesties*  moft  faithful  fervants  haftened  to 
the  ftables,  where  they  found  carriages  ready, 
and  horfes  that  had  not  been  unharnefled :  - 
they  endeavoured  to  carry  them  out  by  the 
Orangery  and  Dragoon  Gates ;  but  it  was  no 
longer  time  to  think  of  retreating ;  all  the 
gates  were  guarded  by  the  National  Guards 
of  Verfailles,  who  were  now  become  an 
auxiliary  tropp  to  the  brigands.  The  car- 
riages were  flopped,  and  led  back  to  the 
ftables. 

The  Deputation  of  the  Affembly  who  had 

gone 
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gone  to  the  King  accompanied  by  the  twelve 
women,  had  executed  only  a  part  of  their 
commiflion.  They  did  not  think  it  their 
duty  to  fpcak  to  his  Majefty  before  them  of 
Conftitutional  Articles  and  of  the  Declaration 
of  the  Rights  of  Man,  the  pure  and  uncon- 
ditional acceptance  of  which  the  Affembly 
had  charged  them  to  demand.  The  President 
had  only  informed  the  King,  that  he  had  to 
requeft  an  hour  to  be  appointed  for  fpeaking. 
to  him  upon  an  important  fubjedt,  and  his 
Majefty  had  appointed  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening.  It  was  near  ten  when  the  King 
admitted  them.  Befieged  in  his  palace,  his 
cars  aflailed  in  his  apartments  by  the  impre- 
cations and  menaces  of  a  mad  mob ;  flatter- 
ing himfelf  perhaps  to  reftore  calm  by 
yielding  to  the  defire  of  the  Affembly,  he 
gave  his  affent  to  what  was  demanded,  and 
charged  the  Prefident  to  affemble  all  his  col- 
leagues, to  inform  them  that  his  Majefty 
wiihed  to  confult  them  on  the  fteps  to  be . 
taken,  on  the  uneafy  fituation  in  which  he. 
was,  and  that  he  invited  them  to  come  to  the 
Palace. 

At  this  moment  a  confiderable  group  of 

the  Parifian  women  and  men,  armed  with 

pikes,  arrived  on  the  Efplanade,  where  the 

2  m°b 
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mob    wete    difputing    about    Gne    of    the 
Gardes-du^Corps  (M.de  Mouchetdn),  whom 
they  wanted  to  behead.     Luckily  for  him, 
the  officer  upon  guard  propofed  that  he  fhould 
be  tried  before  he  was  executed,  and  irrime-* 
diately  formed  a  kind  of  Court  Martial,  in 
which  he  took  care  to  call  in  as  judges  thofe 
who  appeared  the  moft  eager  to  play  the  part 
of  executioners. '  He  harangued  them  a  long 
time,  endeavouring  to  moderate  their  fury  % 
but  fentence  of  death  was  unanimoufly  pafled^ 
The  Court  broke  up,  and  the  Judges  haftened 
eagerly  to  feize  upon  their  vi&im  :    but  he 
had  been  got  away  during  the  Court  Mar- 
tial, and  fafely  lodged  in  the  Surgery  of  the 
French  Guards.  The  rage  of  the  brigand  s^now 
turned  againft  his  deliverer:  fome  thought 
he  ought  to  undergo  the  punifhment  intended 
for  the  Garde-du-Cor[is  ;  others  endeavoured 
to  exculpate  him.     While  they  were  debat- 
ing the  point,   he  found  means  to  efcapc, 
leaving  behind  the  Garde-du-Corps'  horfe  ; 
arid  the  furies  glutted  at  once  their  vengeance 
and  their  hunger  upon  the  unfortunate  ani- 
mal, which  was  half-roafted  and  devoured. 
Before  the  Deputies,  a  great  number  of 
whom  had  left  the  Hall,  could  be  colledted, 
M.  de  la  Fayette  arrived  at  the  head  of  his 

army. 
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army.  He  made  them  halt  before  the  Hall 
of  the  Affembly,  and  adminiftered  to  the 
National  Guard  the  oath  of  being  faithful  to 
the  Nation,  the  Law,  -and  the  King.  His 
apprehenfions  being  entirely  removed  by  the 
apparent  cordiality  with  which  this  oath  was 
taken,  he  entered  the  Affembly,  where  his 
arrival  had  been  previoufly  announced  by 
one  of  his  aides-de-camp.  He  found  the 
Hall  almoft  entirely  occupied  by  the  Paris 
mob,  who  were  fitting  with  the  Deputies, 
and  who,  pretending  that  they  had  not  eaten 
any  thing  for  four-and-twenty  hours,  had 
by  their  clamours  forced  the  Affembly  to 
diflribute  among  them  bread,  wine,  and 
faufages*.     M.  de  la  Fayette  went  up  to 

*  At  this  Sitting  a  Deputation  of  Galley  Slaves  from 
Toulon,  who  owed  their  liberty  to  the  Decrees  that  had 
been  pafled  relative  to  the  Salt  Duty,  and  to  the  offences 
againft  the  Game  Laws,  appeared  at  the  Bar  at  eleven 
o'clock  at  night,  to  offer  to  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
Nation  their  arms,  and  all  in  their  power  for  the  defence 
of  the  Conftitution  and  of  Liberty.  The  auguft  Affem- 
bly accepted  their  offers,  and  decreed,  that  honourable 
mention  fliould  be  made  of  them  upon  the  Journals,  It 
muft  be  allowed,  that  at  that  time  there  were  not  more 
than  twenty  Deputies  in  the  Hall,  and  that  thofiE  were, 
no  doubt,  not  the  leaft  worthy  of  receiving  fuch  a  Depu- 
tation. 

Vol.  II.  H  the 
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the  Prefident,  and  affured  him  he  need  have 
no  apprehenfions  as  to  the  confequences  of 
that  day ;  that  he  had  feveral  tijnes  fworn 
,  the  foldiers  to  remain  faithful  to  the  King 
and  tov  the  National  Affembly,  to  x>bey  them, 
and  neither  to  do  nor  fuffer  any  violence. — 
"  What  then/'  faid  the  Prefident  to  him, 
"  is  the  objedt  of  fuch  a  vifit,  and  what 
iC  does  your  army  want?" — >iC  Whatever  be 
u  its  motive  for  coming,"  replied  the  Gene- 
ral, "  having  promifed  to  obey  the  King 
"  and  the  National  Affembly,  it  will  im- 
11  pofe  no  conditions :  however,  in  order 
"  to  affift  in  removing  the  difcontent  of  the 
"  people,  it  would  perhaps  be  advifeable  to 
*'  fend  the  Regiment  of  Flanders  away,  and 
u  that  the  King  fhould  fay  fomething  in  fa- 
"  vour  of  the  Patriotic  cockade."  He  then 
left  the  Affembly  to  go  to  the  Palace,  where 
he  arrived  at  a  quarter  before  eleven.  After 
being  near  half-an-hour  in  the  King's  Cabi- 
net, he  came  out  and  faid  to  thofe  in^the 
Oeilde  Bcmf: — "  I  have  perfiiaded  him  to 
"  make  fome  focrifices  in  order  to  fave 
"him."  Then  turning  to  the  Gardes-du- 
Corps,  and  preffing  feveral  of  them  by  the 
hand,  he  faid  to  them — "  Gentlemen!  every 

"  thing 
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€<  thing  is  fettled;  the  King  confents  that 
4f  thofe  who  were  formerly  the  French 
4C  Guards  (hould  refume  their  pofts,  and  it 
"  is  his  Majefty's  intention  that  you  fliould 
"  wear  the  National  cockade  to-morrow." 

Soon  after  M .  de  la  Fayette  had  left  the 
Palace,  the  Members  of  the  Aflembly  whom 
his  Majefty  had  invited  appeared :  but  the 
arrival  of  the  National  Guard  of  Paris,  the 
affurances  given  v  by  their  Commander-in- 
chief,  and  the  arrangements  agreed  upon 
with  him,  had  entirely  changed  the  face  of 
aflairs.  In  fhort,  the  Aflembly  came  much 
later  than  they  ought  to  have  done,  and  their 
dilatorinefs  in  repairing  to  the  King  at  fo  cri- 
tical a  moment,  doubtlefs  merited  the  feVereft 
reproaches ;  but  his  Majefty  contented  him* 
felf  with  making  them  feel  it  with  the 
utmoft  mildnefs.  "  I  wifhed,"  faid  the. 
King  to  thole  Gentlemen,  "  circumftanced 
"  as  I  am,  to  be  furrounded  by  the  Repre- 
"  fentatives  of  the  Nation,  and  I  fent  you 
"  word  that  it  was  my  defire  to  fee  the 
"  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  in  your  prefence, 
*'  that  I  might  have  availed  myfelf  of  you* 
"  counfels ;  but  he  came  before  you,  and 
"  Miave  nothing  more  to  fay  to  you,  except 
H  2  "  that 
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€<  that  I  have  had  no  intention  to  go  away', 
"  and  that  I  (hall  never  remove  from  the 
"  National  Affembly." 

Scarcely  were  the  Deputies  retired,  when 
the  regiment  formerly  the  French  Guards 
marched  with  their  drums  beating  to  the 
Miniflers*  Court,  where  they  drew  up,  and 
foon  after  took  pofleffion  of  the  pofts  they 
had  occupied  previous  to  their  defection. 
They  required  alfo  that  the  gate  of  the 
Princes' Court,  which  as  well  as  all  the  others 
of  the  Palace  had  been  kept  locked  fince  the 
arrival  of  the  brigands,  fhould  be  opened  as 
it  was  formerly,  to  make  a  free  entrance 
into  the  garden.  The  Officer  of  the  Gardes* 
du -Corps  ftationed  at  that  gate  (Af .  de  LuiU 
Iter)  would  not  allow  it  to  be  opened  before 
he  received  orders  for  fo  doing.  He  went 
up  to  the  King's  apartments,  and  gave  an 
account  of  the  circumftance  to  the  Major  of 
the  Gardes-du-Corps ;  who  having  received 
the  order  from  the  Captain  of  the  Quarter, 
permitted  that  gate  to  be  opened,  in  fpite  of 
all  that  M.  de  Luillier  could  fay  to  fhow  the 
danger  of  it.  The  affurances  given  by 
M.  de  la  Fayette  had  fo  lulled  all  appre- 
henfions,  that  the  moil  neceflary  precautions 
were  unfortunately  considered  as  needlefs. 

The 
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The  pofts  being  all  thus  relieved,  the  Pa- 
rifian  Army,  exceflively  fatigued,  thought 
no  longer  but  of  finding  places  where  they 
might  go  to  reft.  Seyeral  of  the  inhabitants 
and  the  National  Guards  of  Verfailles  were 
eager  to  (how  their  hofpitality  to  their  bre- 
thren in  arms.  Thofe  who  could  find  no 
lodgings  at  private  houfes,  retired  with  their 
battalions  to  fome  of  the  churches  and  pub* 
lie  buildings  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  the 
night.  One  of  their  detachments  took  up 
its  quarters  in  the  Hotel  of  the  Gardes-du- 
Corps,  where  there  were  not  more  than 
twenty  of  the  latter  remaining.  The  mob 
were  fcattered  among  the  public-houfes,  and 
wherever  elfe  they  could  find  fhelter.  The 
brigands  as  they  retired  continue4  vocifer- 
ating their  imprecations  againft  the  Gardes- 
du-Corfis,  and  declaring  beforehand  that 
they  would  next  day  hang  them  all  up  tQ 
the  lanterns.  M.  de  la  Fayette  muft  cer- 
tainly have  been  ignorant,  pr  muft  have 
defpifed  thefe  threats  ;  for  at  that  very  time 
he  was  telling  the  King,  "  that  by  affenting 
"  to  the  Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Man 
"  and  the  Conftitutional  Articles,  and  by 
"  permitting  the  former  French  Guards  to 
M  return  to  their  old  pofts,  hisMajeftyhad 
H3  "allayed 
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'•  allayed  the  fermentation ;  that  the  People 
"  were  tranquil,  and  that  the  army  would 
"  march  back  next  morning  by  break  of 
€i  day.  /  befeechyour  Majejfly  -(added  he) 
tl  to  go  to  bed,  and  to  repofe  fully  on  my 
11  care — I  will  be  answerable  for 
"  all." 

Upon  fuch  pofitive  affurances  heard  and  at- 
tefted  by  the  Duke  de  Guiche,  the  latter  at  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning  went  and  joined  the 
detachment  which  he  had  left  upon  the  Ter- 
race fronting  the  Orangery,  and  led  them  to 
Trianon .  All  perfons  who  had  come  into  the 
Royal  apartments  were  fent  out ;  and  their 
Majefties,  full  of  confidence  in  the  promifes 
and  activity  ofilf.  de  la  Fayette,  went  to 
bed  without  uneafinefs,  or  at  leaft  witta 
out  fhowing  any,  in  a  Palace,  furrounded 
with  brigands  and  murderers,  who,  far  from 
jfleeping,  were  increafing  their  ferocity  by 
wine.  The  Affembly,  like  wife  convinced  by 
M .  de  la  Fayette  that  order  and  tranquillity 
would  be  maintained,  broke  up  'at  his  re- 
queft;  and  this  General,  upon  whofe  care 
every  body  was  to  repofe,  took  no  other 
care  than  that  of  going  to  bed  himfelf,  and 
fleeping  very  foundly.  Hiftory  in  record-* 
jng  this  fleep,  the  confequences  of  which 
2  were 
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were  fo  difaftrous,  will  never  be  able  to 
explain  the  problem,  but  by  accufing  M .  de 
la  Fayette  of  the  moft  horrible  perfidy,  or 
of  the  moft  ftupid  want  of  forefight.  I  do 
not  hefitate  to  place  it  to  the  latter  account, 
which  I  truly  believe  to  be  the  real  ground 
for  cenfure.  M.  de  la  Fayette,  milled  by 
the  Revolutionary  mania,  by  extravagant  and 
ill-digefted  ideas  of  liberty,  had  the  mif- 
fortune  to  look  too  frequently  with  favour* 
able  eyes  on  the  French  Revolution,  and  to 
find  a  fair  fide  for  almoft  every  atrocity; 
as  through  a  prifm  we  fee  the  moft  hideous 
obje£s  in  beautiful  colours.  This  defedt  of 
his  mind,  more  perhaps  than  of  his  heart,  was 
the  principal  caufe  of  all  the  evil  he  has 
done,  or  fuffered  to  be  done. 

Amid  crimes,  alarms,  confufion,  and  ge- 
neral ftupor,  the  Queen  ftiajeftically  dif- 
played  the  fublimeft  and  moft  heroic  cha- 
racter: her  coqftant  ferenity,  her  counte- 
nance firm  and  ever  full  of  dignity,  trans- 
fufed  her  own  courage  into  the  foul  of  all 
who  approached  her.  On  that  day  (he  re- 
ccivfed  a  great  deal  of  company.  To  fome 
who  expreffed  uneafinefs,  ihe  replied :  "I * 
"  know  they  are  come  from  Paris  to  de- 
"  mand  my  head;  but   I  learned  of  my 

H  4  "  mother 
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"  mother  not  to  fear  death,  and  I  will  wait 
"  for  it  with  firmnefs."  Her  anfwer  to 
the  advice,  that  was  given  to  her,  to  fly  from 
the  dangers  that  threatened  her,  does  not 
lefs  deferve  to  be  recorded.— "  No,  no," 
faid  (he ;  "  never  will  I  defert  the  King  and 
"  my  children,  I  will  (hare  whatever  fate 
"  awaits  them."  At  one  time  a  perfon 
whom  nobody  knew  coming  into  the  room 
where  the  Queen  was,  her  Majefty  broke 
off  the  converfation  inftantly,  and  changed 
it  to  another  fubjedt,  and  afterwards  faid  in 
a  low  voice  to  a  Deputy  of  the  Nobility  of 
Burgundy  who  was  near  her:  "  I  turned 
"  the  converfation,  becaufe  I  faw  a  valet- 
"  de-chambre  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans;  I 
€l  do  not  know  how  he  got  in  here." 

Two  hundred  gentlemen,  among  whom 
were  feveral  Members  of  the  Aflembly,  be- 
ing determined  to  try  every  thing  to  fave 
the  Royal  Family,  and  not  being  able  to 
flatter  themfclves  that  they  could  be  of  any 
afliftance  to  them  but  by  forming  a  body  of 
horfe,  fent  between  eleven  and  twelve 
o'clock,  by  the  means  of  Madame  Elizabeth, 
to  beg  the  Queen  for  an  order  for  horfes 
from  her  ftables.  Her  Majefty  with  iier 
own  hand  wrote  the  following  order,  and 

fent 
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fent  it  to  the  Prefident  de  Frondeville : — 
"  I  order  two  hundred  horfes  to  be  got 
"  ready  for  M.  de  Luxembourg,  to  be  em* 
"  ployed  as  he  (hall  think  proper  if  the 
"  King's  life  be  in  the  leaft  danger;  but  if 
•'  I  only  am  in  danger,  no  ufe  fhall  be 
"  made  of  the  prefent  order." 

During  the  ten  dreadful  hours  through 
which  this  auguft  Princefs,  this  wonderful 
Heroine,  had  to  fupport  the  moft  difficult 
and  moft  fatiguing  charadter,  her  courage 
and  her  prefence  of  mind  never  forfook  her 
for  a  moment.  Some  hours  of  fleep  happily 
came  to  repair  her  exhaufted  ftrength,  and 
to  enable  her  to  encounter  on  the  next  day, 
with  equal  magniminity,  dangers  ftill  more 
horrid. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XVH, 


The  Outrages  committed  on  the  6th  of 
October. 

JIN  the  courfe  of  the  night  preceding  this 
execrable  day,  the  Place  d'Armes,  and  the 
avenue  from  Paris  as  far  as  the  Hall  where 
the  Aflembly  were  fitting,  were  lighted  by 
great  fires,  around  which  vaft  numbers  of 
women  and  brigands  were  feen  eating  and 
drinking.  Others  had  taken  (helter  in  the 
Guard-houfe  upon  the  Place  d'Armes ;  and 
the  reft  fpent  the  night  in  the  Hall  of  the 
Aflembly,  which  was  filled  with  them. 
The  Deputies  were  mixed  among  them,  and 
endeavoured  to  continue  their  debates.  The 
Aflembly  attempted  in  this  nodturnal  and 
r  tumultuous 


Oct.  1789.]      FRENCH    REVOLUTION.  i07 

tumultuous  fitting  to  enter  upon  the  difcuf- 
fion  of  the  criminal  laws.  Certainly  a  fub- 
jeft  more  adapted  to  circumftances  jcould 
not  have  been  chofen.  Never  had  there 
t>een  more  urgent  occafion  for  fevefe  and 
effectual  laws  againft  robbery,  affaflination, 
and  even  regicide.  But  the  fpeakcrs  were 
every  inftant  interrupted  by  the  populace 
with  the  cries  of,  Bread !  bread  !  No  long 
fpeeches!  What  have  we  to  do  with  your 
criminal  laws,  when  Paris  is  without  bread? 
"  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know,"  cried  Mir  a- 
beau  with  an  intrepidity,  attended  with  little 
danger  to  him,  "  upon  what  authority  any 
"  perfons  prefume  here  to  dictate  laws  to 
"  us  ?  Surely  the  friends  of  liberty  are  not 
"  come  here  to  reftrain  the  liberty  of  the 
"  Aflembly  ?"  This  apoftrophe  was  greatly 
applauded,  and  impofed  filence  on  the  mul- 
titude. The  Aflembly  did  not  break  up  till 
four  in  the  morning,  and  then  upon  repeated 
aflurances  that  all  was  quiet,  and  that  there 
was  nothing  to  fear.  Some  Deputies  rie'ver- 
thelefs  paffed  the  remainder  of  the  night  in 
the  Hal| ;  among  whom  were  Barnave,  Mi- 
rabeauy  Petionf  and  other  zealous  Dema- 
gogues. 

From 
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From  about  eighty  to  a  hundred  of  the 
Gardes-du-Corps  had  remained  within  the 
Palace,  and  guarded  all  the  polls  of  it  with 
the  greateft  vigilance.  The  pofh  on  the 
outfide  were  occupied  by  the  former  French 
Guards,  with  no  ftronger  force  than  be- 
fore the  Revolution  j  as  if  the  prefence  of 
fo  many  thoufands  of  brigands,  whpfe  hor- 
rible projedts  were  but  too  well  known,  re- 
quired no  further  meafures  of  fafety  than 
ufual.  M.  de  la  Fayette^  by  taking  no  pre- 
cautions whatever,  wiflied  no  doubt  to  prove 
that  there  was  nothing  to  fear,  and  perhaps 
he  was  weak  enough  to  believe  it :  but  with 
fuch  wcaknefs  an  honeft  man  may  very 
often  pafs  for  a  great  villain ;  and  muft  al- 
ways be  as  refponfible  for  thofe  crimes  he 
fuffers  to  be  committed,  which  he  had  the 
power  to  prevent,  as  if  he  were  perfonally 
guilty.  To  the  ftupid  fecurity  of  M.  de  la 
Fayette  will  hiftory  therefore  impute  the 
crimes  of  this  day. 

At  a  quarter  paft  five  in  the  morning,  a 
fmall  party  of  women  and  brigands  appeared 
at  the  iron-gate  of  the  Princes'  Court,  which 
the  former  French  Guards  had  infifted 
fhould  be  left  open ;  the  guard  allowed  them 
to  pafs,  and  they  hurried  through  the  Princes1 

Court 
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Court  and  got  into  the,  garden.  They  were 
feen  and  heard  by  the  Gardes-  du-Corps,  and 
by  two  of  the  Queen's  chamber- women, 
who  had  not  gone  to  bed,  and  who  carefully 
watched  all  their  motions.  A  few  inftants 
after,  two  women,  or  men  in  difguife,  were 
feen  to  come  into  the  great  haM,  who,  hav- 
ing gone  up  the  Princes*  ftaircafe  and  looked 
about  the  place,  difappeared. 

At  half  after  five,  the  day  beginning  to 
dawn,  groups  of  women  and  brigands, 
heated  with  the  ftrong  liquors  which  they 
had  been  provided  with  in  profufion,  covered 
the  Place  d'Armes,  and  advanced  towards 
the  Palace.  This  extraordinary  motion  de- 
termined the  officer  of  the  Gardes- du-Corps, 
who  commanded  at  the  Guard-houfe,  to 
order  his  detachment  under  arms;  and  at 
a  quarter  before  fix  he  marched  at  their 
head,  to  repair,  as  ufual,  to  the  halls  of  the 
Palace.  An  immenfe  crowd,  armed  with 
pikes,  guns,  and  clubs,  preffed  about  the 
King's  gate.  As  foon  as  thofe  furies  per- 
ceived the  Gardes-du- Corps,  they  hooted 
them  in  the  moil  infulting  manner.  "  Fire 
44  upon  thofe fcoundrels,  don't  mifs  them" 
was  the  general  cry  ; .  and  at  the  fame  time 
their    guns   were   all  levelled    againft  the 

Guards ; 
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Guards ;  who  in  fpite  of  thefp  threats  croffed 
the  Court  in  their  ufual  pace,  and  quietly 
entered  the  Palace :  but  they  efcaped  this 
firft  danger  only  from  the  arms  of  the  bri- 
gands having  remained  expofed  all  night  to 
the  rain,  by  which  the  priming  had  got 
wet* 

The  Marquis  d'Agueffeau,  Major  of  the 
Gardes-du-Cofps9  ftill  depending  upon  the 
promifes  and  on  the  vigilance  of  M.  de  la 
Fayette,  did  not  imagine  that  an  attack  upon 
the  Palace  was  to  be  feared,  and  contented 
himfelf  with  ordering  the  Officer  on  guard 
to  flation  two  of  the  Gardes-du-Corps  at 
each  gate.  The  King  (added  he)  commands  ^ 
and  requejls  you  not  to  fire  upon,  or  to 
firike  any  per  Jon;  in Jhort,  not  to  defend 
your/elves.  They  were  very  fenfible  that 
the  inevitable  confequence  of  fuch  an  order 
was  to  leave  them  defencelefs  to  the  mercy 
of  the  moft  ferocious  cannibals,  yet  they 
neverthelefs  promifed  to  obey  it.  "  Sir," 
replied  the  Officer  upon  guard  to  M.  d'Aguef- 
JeaUj  "  ajfure  our  unfortunate  Ma/ler  that 
"  his  orders  Jhall  be  obeyed,  but  toe  Jhall  be 
"'murdered." 

While  the  Gardes-du-Corps  were  taking 
the  ftations   afligned  them  at  the  different 

gates 
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gates  and  in  the  halls  of  the  Palace,  the  bri- 
gands, who  had  made  their  way  into  the 
Minifters'  Court,  had  formed  into  two  co- 
lumns. The  fmaller  one  marched  towards 
the  Chapel,  the  other  entered  the  Princes* 
Court,  and  both  arrived  at  the  fame  time  in 
the  Royal  Court.  The  two  Guards  who 
had  juft  taken  their  ftations  at  the  gate  of 
the  latter  (M.  Dejhuttes  and  M.  Moreau) 
were  inftantly  furrounded  and  aflailed  by  a 
crowd  of  affaffins.  M.  Dejhuttes  fell  under 
a  thoufand  wounds,  and  was  dragged  ex- 
piring int6  the  . Ministers'  Court.  There  a 
monfter,  who  wore  his  beard  long  *,  rufhed 
forward  with  a  horrible  eagernefs,  having 
an  axe  in  his  hand,  and  after  repeated  Strokes 
fevered  the  head  of  the  unfortunate  vi&im, 
which  was  inftantly  placed  on  a*  pike,  while 
the  multitude  applauded  the  dreadful  fight 
with  the  moft  ferocious  Shouts. 

M.  Moreau  experienced  the  horror  of 
feeing  his  comrade  fall  without  being  able  to 
help  him,   while  the  fame  fate  feemed  to 

*  This  villain,  whofe  name  was  Jourdan,  and  who 
ever  after  went  by  the  name  of  Coupe-tete  (the  beheader), 
was  not  only  remarkable  for  his  long  beard,  but  for  two 
white  metal  plates  which  he  wore,r  one  at  his  back  and 
the  other  on  his  breaft. 

await 
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await  himfelf.  His  mufquetoon  had  been 
torn  from  him ;  feized  by  his  crofs-belt  he 
ftruggled  with  the  murderers  ,  and  was  for- 
tunate enough  to  get  from  their  hands ;  but 
he  was  purfued  by  the  brigands,  whofe 
numbers  were  every  inftant  increafing,  armed 
with  guns,  piftols,  bayonets,  halberts,  and 
flicks  with  knives.  Dreadful  howlings 
announced  their  entrance  into  the  Palace  t 
they  foon  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  great 
ftaircafe,  >and  ran  up  in  crowds,  uttering 
imprecations  and  the  moft  fanguinary  threats 
againft  the  Queen.  As  foon  as  they  ap- 
peared, the  Gardes-du-Corfis,  who  were 
ftationed  on  the  baluftrade  that  ran  from  the 
King's  hall  to  the  Queen's,  advanced  to 
receive  the  firft  (hock,  and  to  give  that  un- 
fortunate Princefs  time  to  efcape.  Eight  or 
ten  of  them  went  down  a  few  fteps  and  en- 
deavoured to  calm  thofe  furies : — "  Friends/* 
faid  they,  "  you  love  your  good  King,  and 
"  yet  come  into  his  Palace  to  difturb  his 
"  reft  and  make  him  uneafy." — Surrender 
your  arms!  was  the  reply  they  received 
from  the  crowd  that  pufhed  forward  upon 
them.  Overcome  by  numbers,  they  were 
forced  to  retreat,  and  fortunately  entered  the 
Queen's  hall  in  time  to  fhut  the  door  of  it 

before 
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before  the  brigands  could  prevent  it.     The 
rage  of  thefe  villains  became  but  the  more 
furious;    they    cried    out    loudly    for    the' 
Queen's  head,  and  beat  with  violence  at  the 
door  of  the  Hall  where  the  guards  were,  and 
at  that  of  the  great  Hall,  which  refilled  for 
fome  moments.     The  lower  patmel  of  the 
latter  was  foon  forced  in  *    the  Gardes-du- 
Corps  flopped  it  up  with  a  large  cheft  that 
held  fire- wood,    which  they  drew  to  the 
opening  in  fpitc  of  being  pierced  with  pikes. 
Fruitlefs  efforts  ]  the  brigands  opened  a  paf- 
fage  at  laft,  and  overturned  «very  thing  in 
their  way.     M.  de  Varicourt  was  the  firft 
they  feized  :    he  attempted  to  take  refuge  in 
the  great  Hall,  whither  he  was  purfued,  and 
fell  beneath  the  fatal  blow  into  the  arms  of 
one  of  his  comrades.     They  ftabbed  him 
again  and  again,  and  committed  unheard  of 
cruelties  upon  his  body.     At  this  time  an- 
other column  of  brigands  came  up  by  the 
Hall  of  the  Cent  Suijfcs,  croffed  the  great 
Hall,  went  into  the   Hall   of  the   Queen's 
Guards,    and  joined   the  people   who  had 
entered  by  the  great  ftaircafe. 

Compelled  to  yield  to  numbers,  feveral  of 
the  Gardes-du-Corps  fell  back  to  the  OeiUdt- 
Bauf*  which  they  entered  and  barricadoed 

Vol.  II.  I  them- 
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themfclvcs.  Thofe  who  remained  in  the  great 
Hall  and  in  that  of  the  Queen's  Guards 
were  at  this  moment  the  moft  expofed  to 
the  rage  of  the  brigands,  who  were  crying 
out  more  than  ever,  that  they  mujl  cut  off 
the  Queen's  head,   that  they  wanted  to  tear 
her  heart  out.     M.  Durepaire  feeing  thefc 
irionfters  take  the  way  to  her  Majefty's  aparU 
ments,  and  fearing  that  fhe  had  not  yet  had 
time  to  Jeave  it,  throws  himfelf  before  them, 
and  calls  to  them — u  Wretches !  what  arc 
1 '  you  going  to  do  ?"    He  prefents  his  muf- 
ketoon  at  them  ;  thirty  aflaffins  immediately 
fpring  upon  him,    difarm  and  throw  him 
down,  then  beat  him,  and  drag  him  out  of 
the  Hall  as  far  as  the  banifters  of  the  great 
ftaircafe.     A  man  with  a  pike  attempts  to 
pierce  his  heart ;  he  has  fortunately  ftrength 
enough  remaining,  and  prefence  of  mind  to 
feize  the  pike  and  tear  it  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  villain ;  he  makes  ufe  of  it  to  parry  the 
blows  aimed  at  him  :    he  now  fees  the  door 
of  the  King's  Hall  half  opened,  and  makes  a 
'Jaft  effort  to  reach  it :  his  comrades  run  to 
fave  him,  draw  him  to  them  by  his  coatf 
fucceed  in  pulling  him  in,  and  thus  refcue 
him  from  the  hands  of  his  executioners. 

M.  Mio- 
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M.  Miomandre  de  St.  Marie  feeing  his 
comrade  dragged  along,  flew  to  the  Queen's 
apartments,  half  opens  the  door,  and,  per- 
ceiving a  woman  at  the  extremity  of  the 
next  room,  calls  out — €t  Madam,;  &ve  the 
"  Queen;  they  are  fecking  her  life.  I  am 
"  here  alone  againft  thoufands  of  tigers; 
"  my  comrades  have  been  forced  to  quit 
"  their  Hall."  He  fhuts  the  door,  and 
after  fome  moments  of  refiftance  is  thrown 
upon  the  ground — an  enormous  blow  from 
,  the  butt-end  of  a  gun  lays  his  head  open; 
his  butchers  feeing  him  weltering  in  his 
'bloody  and  fuppofing  that  they  have  killed 
him,  leave  him  to  go  and  get  arms  from 
the  great  Hall.  He  colle&s  his  ftrength, 
and  takes  advantage  of  that  moment  to  fly 
to  the  King's  Hall,  where  he  rejoins  M.  Du- 
repaire. 

The  Queen,  called  by  her  two  faithful 
chamber-maids,  (Madame  Thibaut  and  Ma- 
dame Augue)  has  but  juft  time  to  crofs 
the  Ocil-de-Bczuf,  and  efcape  half  naked. 
During  this  fhort  paflage  the  moft  menacing 
clamours  aflail  her  ears — tf  She  is  a  Mejfa- 
"  Una"  cry  the  monfters;  c<  fhe  has  be- 
*•  trayed  the  Country,  and  fworn  the  ruin 
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"  of  the  French;  fhe  muft  be  hanged,  (he 
"  muft  be  hanged.". 

The  King  was  not  in  his  apaf  tment.  Sud- 
denly awakened  by  the  howlings  of  the  bri- 
gands as  they  were  breaking  in,  he  had  fcen 
them  from  a  window  of  the  Clock  Cabinet 
rufliing  in  a  crowd  towards  the  great  ftair- 
cafe.  Trembling  for  the  Queen's  life  he 
hurried  on  his  clothes,  and  going  out  by  the 
private  paflage  made  under  the  OciJ-dc-Bccuf, 
called  the  King's  Pajfage,  arrived  in  her 
room  juft  as  (he  had  gone  out  of  it.  Here 
he  found  only  fix  of  the  Gar  des-du- Corps, 
who  apprized  him  of  the  Queen's  flight,  the 
maffacre  of  their  comrades,  and  begged  that 
they  might  be  permitted  to  efcort  him.  The 
King,  fearing  to  expofe  their  lives,  and 
wifhing  to  afcertain  himfelf  whether  they 
might  go  out  without  danger,  defired  them 
to  wait  a  moment  in  the  Queen's  chamber 
tilMie  fent  them  orders,  which  in  a  minute 
after  they  received,  to  repair  to  the  Oeil-de- 
Bauf. 

The  firft  thing  the  Queen  did  in  coming 
to  the  King's  room,  was  to  afk  for  her  chil- 
dren. She  fent  for  her  daughter,  and  at  the 
fame  time  Madame  de  Tourzel  arrived  with 

the 
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the  Dauphin  in  her  arms.  Being  now  lcfs 
uneafy  as  to  the  fate  of  her  auguft  family, 
her  Majefty  finifhed  dreffing  herfelf  with  the 
greateft  hafte,  to  be  the  fooner  ready  to  fhow 
herfelf  to  the  people  clad  as  became  her 
dignity,  to  prcfent  herfelf  as  a  Queen  to  the 
weapons  of  her  murderers,  and  to  the  ho- 
mage pf  her  faithful  fubje<5ts. 

At  the  time  that  M.  Durepairt  was  flying 
to  the  King's  Hall,  a  piftol-fhot  that  was  di- 
rected at  him  killed  one  of  the  brigands  who 
preffed  clofeft  upon  him.  The  dead  body  of 
the  man  was  immediately  carried  into  the 
Marble  Court  and  laid  Upon  the  fleps,  where 
it  was  told  that  he  had  been  killed  by  the 
Gardes-du-Corps.  This  atrocious  falfehood 
fpread  in  an  inftant  through  all  the  Courts  of 
the  Palace,  and  redoubled  the  exafperation 
and  fury  pf  the  populace  againft  the  Guards, 
whom,  in  expiation  of  their  crime,  they  talk 
of  facrificing  upon  the  body.  Already  were 
they  leading  M.  de  Lille  up  to  it  with  that 
intention,  when  happily  the  phyfician  Gon~ 
drarty  a  Captain  of  the  Paris  National  Guard, 
who  was  juft  come  into  the  Marble  Court 
with  his  detachment,  infpired  his  foldiers 
*vith  fuch  a  fenfe  of  the  horror  of  the 
murder,  as  to  determine  them  to  prevent  it : 

1  3  thcy 
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they  threw  themfelves  upon  the  band  of 
brigands  who  were  leading  the  Garde-du- 
Corps,  refcued  him  from  their  hands,  and 
fcnt  him  back  under  a  guard  to  the  King's 
apartments. 

It  is  important  to  obferve  here,  that  Cap- 
tain Gondran,  who,  according  to  his  depo- 
fition*,  arrived  in  the  Marble  Court  at  a 
quarter  paft  fix,  declared,  that  fome  time 
after  he  had  got  there  the  report  of  a ,  pif- 
tol  was  heard,  after  which  the  dead  body  of 
a  workman,  with  the  fkull  fra&ured,  &c# 
Xvas  brought  out.  It  muft  have  been  then 
half  paft  fix,  or  thereabouts;  but  the  bri* 
gands  had  entered  the  Palace  a  quarter  be- 
fore fix,  and  had  previoufly  maflacred  two , 
of  the  Gardes-du-Corps ;  fo  that,  if  it  were 
even  proved  that  the  piftol  that  had  killed 
this  workman  had  been  fired  by  the  Gardes- 
du-Corps,  it  would  be  falfe  and  abfurd  to 
fay  with  the  Revolutionary  Journalifts,  and 
with  the  Reporter  Chabroud,  a  ftill  more 
impudent  liar,  that  the  breaking  into  the 
Palace,  and  the  firft  enormities  committed 
againft  the  Gardes-du-Corps,  had  been  in 

*  See  his  Deposition,  No.  28,  p.  ,54,  Vol.  I.  of  th# 
Proceedings  at  the  Chatelet. 
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confequcnce  of  the  murder  of  this  workman. 
Befides,  the  Proceedings  prove  the  fadl  rela- 
tive to  the  death  of  this  man.  One  of  the 
dcpofitions  moft  worthy  of  credit  (hows, 
that  the  fhot  which  killed  this  workman 
was  aimed  at  the  King's  Guards,  as  it  came 
from  a  point  where  there  were  none  of 
them,  nor  any  perfon  in  regimentals.  Thefe 
were  the  very  words  given  in  evidence  by 
.  Valdone,  one  of  the  Cent  Suiffes  who  was 
Rationed  at  the  bottom  of  the  marble  fteps : 
nor  was  it  upon  conjecture  or  hearfay  that 
he  gave  this  evidence,  but,  on  the  contrary,  he 
pofitively  affirms  that  the  man  was  (hot 
clofe  by  him*.  The  depofitions  upon  which 
the  Reporter  Chabroud  founds  his  impu- 
tation of  this  murder  to  the  Guards,  are 
vague,  infignificant,  and  contradictory ;  con*- 
fequently  unworthy  of  credit. 

Although  the  affaflins  were  moft  fcxafpe- 
rated  againft  the  Guards  who  defended  the 
entrance  of  the  Queen's  apartment,  all  thofe 
who  were  on  duty  at  the  different  ftations 
within  were  expofed  to  the  fame  danger. 
Several  of  them  were  wounded  more  or  lefs 

♦.See  his  Depofition,  No.  33,  page  64,  Vol.  I.  of  the 
Proceedings  at  the  Chatelet.      . 
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dangeroufly.  The  Chevalier  de  Gratery9 
feized  by  the  collar  and  beaten,  was  dragged 
out  of  the  Palace  by  a  large  mob,  who  were 
crying  furioufly  j4  lalanteme!  a  la  lantefne! 
He  was  fortunately  obferyed  by  fomc  grena- 
diers of  the  late  French  Guards  who  took 
him  under  their  protection,  and  offered  to 
efcort  him*  While  they  were  conducing 
him,  a  daftardly  aflaflin  came  up  and  clap* 
ped  his  piece  to  his  head ;  but  as  he  fired, 
one  of  the  grenadiers  turned  the  gun.  away, 
and  Af .  de  Gratery  was  not  hurt  by  it.  He 
got  to  the  Hotel  of  the  Gardes- du-Corps, 
whence  he  haftened  in  difguife,  and  took 
refuge  at  an  honeft  Citizen's  of  Verfailles, 
who  gave  him  ai}  afylum  and  favcd  him, 

The  brigands,  among  whom  were  ob» 
"ferved  many  men  difguifed  as  women,  hav- 
ing wounded  or  difperfed  all  the  Gardes-du** 
Corps  they  had  found  in  the  Hall  of  the 
Queen's  Guards,  ?md  having  leized  their 
arms,  made  their  way  without  any  obftacle 
to  her  Majefty's  apartment.  Tranfporte4 
with  rage  at  not  finding  her  there,  they  ex^ 
ercifed  their  ftupid  ferocity  upon  the  bed 
from  which  fhe  had  juft  rifen ;  fome  of  them 
crying  out,  We  have  miffed  our  aim.  They 
jruflied  back  to  the  gallery  with  the  hope  of 

forcing 
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forcing  the  Oeil-de-Boeuf9  where  feveral  of 
the  Gardes-du-Corfls  were  aflembled;  who 
firmly  refolved  to  defend  the  live?  of  the 
Royal  Family  to  the  laft  drop  of  their  blood. 
They  had  barricaded  the  doors  of  the  Hall, 
and  piled  up  behind  them  chefts  of  drawers, 
Sideboards ,  and  the  heavieft  articles  of  furni- 
ture they  could  colled. 

While  the  brigands  were  attacking  the 
door  that  opened  on  the  gallery,  one  of  the 
King's  moft  virtuous  and  zealous  fervants, 
the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  Lieutenant- Ge- 
neral of  the  Marine,  appeared  at  the  oppo- 
site door.  This  loyal  officer  was  eagerly 
haftening  to  (hare  with  the  Gardes-du-Corps 
the  honour  of  making  a  rampart  of  their  per- 
fons  for  his  Matter.  He  found  the  Hall  be- 
fore the  Oeil-de-Boeuf  occupied  by  an  im- 
menfe  crowd,  chiefly  compofed  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard  of  Paris,  who  were  expreffing 
themfelves  with  violence  againfl:  the  Guards, 
and  preparing  to  attack  them.  The  Mar- 
quis de  Vaudreuil,  whofe  red  ribbon  had 
caught  their  eyes,  endeavoured  to  pacify 
them  ;  "  But  why  thefe  bayonets  ?"  faid  he ; 
M  you  will  hurt  yourfelves :  with  whom 
M  are  you  angry?" — "  With  the  Gardes- 
»  du-Corps,  General."     M  What  have  they 

"  done 
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"  done  to  you?" — "  What  have  they  done 
"  to  us  !  Sent  and  defied  us  to  attack  them." 
— >"  You  are  deceived  ;  it  is  an  imposition : 
"  can  you  believe  a  hundred  men  mad 
"  enough  to  defy  thirty  thoufand?"  This 
refle&ion  was  too  fenfible  not  to  make  fome 
impreflion,  and  doubtlefs  contributed  not  a 
little  to  the  happy  iffuc  that  followed. 

As  foon  as  the  Marquis  de  Faudreuil, 
who  faw  that  he  could  not  enter  the  Royal 
apartments  on  this  fide,  had  left  the  Hall, 
the  Gardes-du-Corps  heard  a  violent  knock- 
ing at  the  door  of  the  Oeil-de-Boeuf:  on 
which  they  afked  who  was  there?  "  The 
"  Grenadiers."— "  What  is  it  you  would 
"  have?" — "  We  would  have  you  take  the 
"  National  cockade." — "  We  have  the  re* 
u  gimental  cockade  which  we  have  always 
€f  worn." — "  We  have  been  deceived  then, 
"  and  all  Paris  believes  that  you  are  wearing 
"  the  black  cockade."  This  anfwer  infpir- 
ing  the  Gardes-du-Corps  with  fome  confi- 
dence, one  of  them,  M.  de  Chevannes%  anx- 
ious to  be  more  pofitively  allured  of  the 
difpofition  of  the  Grenadiers,  opened,  the 
door,  appeared  before  them,  and  addreffed 
them  thus:  "  Gentlemen,  if  a  vi&im  be 
"  wanting,  I  come  to  offer  myfelf;  I  am 

"  one 
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"  one  of  the  commanders  of  the  ftation,  and 
"  to  me  belongs  the  honour  of  periftiing  the 
"  firft  in  defence  of  my  King;  but  then 
4*  learn  to  refpedt  our  good  King." 

The  Captain  of  the  Grenadiers,  the  brave 
Gondran,  whom  t  have  already  rtientioned, 
greatly  affe&ed  by  this  fpeech,  giving  his 
hand  to  M.  de  Chevannes,  replied:  "  Far 
"  from  feeking  your  life,  we  come  to  de- 
"  fend  you  againft  your  murderers."  At 
thefe  words  all  the  Grenadiers  threw  them- 
felves  into  the  arms  of  the  Gardes-du-Corfist 
changed  their  caps  for  their  hats,  and  the 
National  cockade  for  the  white.  Having 
fealed  this  reconciliation  with  the  kindeft 
embraces,  they  marched  through  the  apart- 
ments, drove  out  the  brigands,  and  made 
themfelves  mafters  of  all  the  ftations,  in  order 
to  fecure  the  Palace  from  a  frefh  irruption. 

I  have  hitherto  fpoken  only  of  the  out- 
rages committed  by  the  column  of  brigands 
that  entered  the  Palace  by  the  Princes*  Court. 
The  brigands  that  compofed  the  one  that 
took  its  way  by  the  chapel,  were  as  obfti- 
nately  and  furioufly  bent  on  the  purfuit  of 
the  Gardes-du-Corps,  but  happily  had  lefs 
opportunity  of  exercifing  their  fury.  The 
Chevalier  de  Raymond,  who  was  on  duty 

at 
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at  the  paffage  of  the  Theatre,  was  unmerci- 
fully beaten,  difarmed,  and  ihipped;  they 
left  him  only  his  fhirt,  and  in  that  ftate 
dragged  him  by  his  hair  as  far  as  the  bar- 
racks of  the  late  French  Guards,  where  a 
Parifian  National  Guard  took  him  under  his 
ptote&ion,  and  faved  his  life. 

Two  others  of  the  Gardes-du-Corps,  pur- 
fued  by  the  brigands,  pafTed  by  Madame 
Elizabeth's  door,  and  informed  their  com- 
rade who  was  on  guard  there,  that  the 
Palace  was  forced,  and  that  the  lives  of  the 
King  and  Queen  were  threatened.  He 
waked  the  Princefs's  people,  who  offered  him 
a  retreat ;  this  he  refufed,  but  Madame  Eli- 
zabeth compelled  him  by  the  moft  exprefs 
command  to  go  into  her  apartment,  and 
became  his  guardian  angel.  She  had  ever 
been  the  guardian  angel  of  misfortune,  and 
was  this  day  the  prote&refs  of  valour  and 
fidelity.  The  lives  of  two  more  of  the 
Gardes-du-Corps  were  faved  by  the  huma- 
nity of  Madame  Adelaide  and  Madame 
Vittoire,  the  King's  aunts ;  the  former  of 
thefe  Princeffes  fent  away  in  time  the  £uard 
who  was  on  duty  at  her  door,  and  the  latter 
would  have  no  guard  at  hers. 

A  few 
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A  few  of  the  Guards  who  had  returned 
to  their  Hotel  the  night  before,  were  in  a 
manner  detained  prifoners  there  by  the  Pa- 
rifian  National  Guards,  who  had  made  them- 
fclves  matters  of  the  Hotel  on  their  arrival, 
as   well  as  of  the  arms  they  found  there. 
The  firft  who  were  informed  of  the  irrup- 
tion into  the  Palace,  rufhed  out  precipitately 
to  make  their  way  thither.     This  was  juft 
at  the  time  that  the  aflaffins,  driven  from  the 
apartments,  enraged  at  not  having  been  able 
to  execute  the  moft  execrable  of  crimes,  arid 
at  having  fufFered  fome  vi<9:ims  to  efcape, 
were  fpreading  themfelves  through  the  town 
with  the   abominable    project   of    glutting 
their   vengeance  upon  all  the    Gardes-du- 
Corps  they  fliould  meet.     The  firft  whom 
they  faw  was  M.  de  Luierque,  whom  they 
feized  at  the  entrance  of  the  Rue  dc  VOran- 
gcrie.      A  thoufahd  ferocious  voices  cried 
out  at  once,  Cut  his  throat !   hang  him ! 
Cruelly  beaten  and  ftripped,  he  was  dragged 
with  a  rope  round  his  neck  into  the  ftable- 
yard,   and   thrown   upon  the  edge  of  the 
watering-place.     He  rofe;  but  thbufands  of 
pikes  and  bayonets  were  pointed  at  him,  ancl 
at  the  fame  time  he  jeceiveef  a  blow  on  his 
head  from"  the  butt  end  of  a  gun,   which 

2  brought 
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brought  him  to  the  ground.  Weltering  in 
his  blood,  he  looked  for  death  to  terminate 
his  torture ;  and  already  was  an  axe  raifed 
for  the  purpofe,  when  a  grenadier  of  the 
Parifian  National  Guard  fprung  into  the 
midft  of  the  aflaffins,  and  prevented  it  from 
falling*  *  The  intrepidity  of  this  man  awed 
the  cannibals,  who  flood  motionlefs  with 
ftupor,  flaring  at  the  brave  grenadier,  who 
raifed  M.  de  Lukerque,  took  him  in  his 
arms,  and  carried  him  to  a  group  of  fixteen 
or  feventeen  Gardes-du-Corps,  who  were  at 
that  moment  coming  out  of  the  Hotel, 
efcorted  by  a  large  detachment  of  the  Pari- 
fian National  Guard. 

One  of  M .  de  Lukerque's  comrades  who 
had  come  out  of  the  Hotel  with  him  (M. 
Vaquier  de  la  Motte)  had  reached  the  de# 
fcent  of  the  avenue  from  Sceaux,  when  he 
was  pulled  fo  violently  by  his  coat  as  to 
draw  him  back  fome  fteps,  although  he 
was  a  man  of  prodigious  firength.  The 
brigands  preffed  upon  him  in  fuch  numbert 
that  they  could  not  aim  their  blows  well, 
and  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  parry  them 
with  his  hands.  This  unequal  ftruggle 
would  have  delayed  his  death  but  a  very  few 
moments,  if  a  difpute  had  not  arifen  among 

his 
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his  executioners  upon  the  nature  of  the 
punifhment  they  fhould  inflict  upon  him* 
Some  wefe  for  beginning  by  cutting  off  his 
heacU  others,  on  , the  contrary,  were  for 
hanging  him;  and  he  was  alternately  defend- 
ed and  dragged  by  one  and  the  other  party. 
One  of  the  aflaffins  propofed  as  a  means  of 
conciliation,  to  carry  the  unfortunate  Guard 
to  Paris,  and  hang  him  on  the  Place-de- 
Grive.  It  was  natural  enough,  indeed,  to 
contrive  for  the  good  Parifians  this  little 
(hare  of  a  feaft  fo  worthy  of  them,  and  of 
which  they  defrayed  all  the  expences.  This 
propofal,  however,  was  anfwered  with  the 
moft  furious  yells,  and  had  nearly  united  all 
opinions  for  the  readieft  kind  of  execution. 
The  monfter  with  the  long  beard  was  there, 
with  his  axe  raifed,  complaining  that  he  had 
been  made  to  come  to  Verfailles  to  cut 
off  only  two  heads,  and  perfuading  thofe 
who  were  holding  M.  Vaquier  de  la  Motte 
by  the  hair,  to  throw  him  upon  the 
ground*  His  vigorous  refiftance  and  great 
fize,  caught  the  eyes  of  two  grenadiers  of 
the  late  French  Guards,  who  flew  to  his  af- 
fiftance,  called  their  comrades,  difperfed  the 
brigands,  and  carried  off  the  vidtim. — 
Their  defire  of  faving  fo  brave  a  man  deter- 
mined 
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mined  them  to  conduit  him  to  the  colours 
of  the  diftrid  of  the  Feuillans ;  but  their  hu- 
manity had  nearly  been  very  fatal.  They 
had  fcarcely  come  into  the  ranks  of  the  bat- 
talion of  that  diftrift,  when  a  man  in  regi- 
mentals was  cowardly  enough  to  fire  a  piftol 
at  his  back.  Fortunately  the  bail  ftruck  up- 
on the  clafp  of  M.  Vaquier  de  la  Motte's 
crofs-belt,  by  which  he  efcaped  being 
wounded.  The  National  Guard,  exafpe- 
rated,  were  for  putting  the  aflaflin  to  death 
immediately,  and  with  much  difficulty  were 
fatisfied,  on  the  folicitation  of  the  Officers, 
with  taking  bim  up  that  he  might  be  tried 
and  punifhed  in  a  more  regular  manner. 

Several  Gardes-du-Corps  were  wounded 
more  or  lefs  dangeroufly;  and  doubtlefs  they 
would  have  all  perifhed  under  the  blows  of 
the  brigands,  of  whom  the  infamous  Mi- 
litia of  Verfailles  were  the  auxiliaries,  had 
they  not  been  thus  conftantly,  thus  coura-, 
geoufly,  refcued.  M.  de  la  Fayette  himfelf, 
when  once  awake,  exerted  all  the  zeal  and 
a&ivity  he  was  capable  of,  not  in  repairing 
the  irreparable  mifchief  wrhich  his  credulity 
and  his  fleep  had  occafioned,  but  in  flopping 
the  courfe  of  it.  He  was  on  horfeback,  and 
riding  from  place  to  place,  to   colled  his 

troops 
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'troops  together,  when  he  perceived  fifteen 
or  fixteen  of  the  Gardes-dii-Corfis  dragged 
along  by  a  furious  populace,  whofe  defign 
was  to  hang  them  all  at  once  on  the  lamp- 
irons  in  the  Place  d'Armes.  He  galloped  up, 
harangued  the  people,  declared  he  would  not 
fuffer  brave  men  who  had  done  no  harm 
to  be  murdered;  that  he  took  them  Under 
his  prote&ion,  and  that  they  muft  maffacre 
hijnfelf  'before  they  offered  them  the 
-  flighted  infult*  While  he  was  thus  gaining 
time,  a  company  of  grenadiers,  came  by. — 
"  Brave  grenadiers!"  cried  he  to  them, 
"  will  you  fuffer  brave  men  to  be  bafely  af* 
"  faflinated  ?  Swear  to  me,  on  the  faith 
"  of  grenadiers,  that  you  will  not  fuffer 
"  any  harm  to  be  done  them."  The  grena- 
diers fwore  it,  placed  the  Guards  in  the 
midft  of  them,  and  conducted  them  to  the 
Royal  Court. 

The  Royal  Family,  difmayed,  had  taken 
refuge  in  the  King's  Cabinet,  when  the 
Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  entered.  The  Mi- 
nifters  had  not  yet  been  able  to  repair  thi- 
ther. They  did  not  arrive  till  after  the  bri- 
gands were  driven  out  of  the.  Palace,  nor 
was  their  prefence  either  ufeful  or  encou- 
raging :  they  kept  the  moft  mournful  filence. 

Vol.  II.  K  Mr. 
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Mr.  Necker  Handing  in  a  corner  of  the  ca* 
binet,  with  both  his  hands  over  his  face, 
feemed  plunged  in  the  deepeft  reverie.  The 
King  was  in  defpair.  The  Queen  alone 
preferving  her  great  character,  confoled 
fome,  encouraged  others,  and  careffed  her 
children.  The  lively  intereft  fhe  took  in 
the  fate  of  the  Gardes- du-Corfis,  and  her 
hope  of  feeing  them  aflifted,  made  her  for- 
get her  own  danger  in  {landing  too,  near  the 
windows,  and  (he  often  went  to  them  to 
fee  what  was  paffing  in  the  Court.  At  one 
time,  M.  de  la  Luzerne,  the  Minifter  of 
the  Navy,  faw  a  ball  pafs  within  a  few 
inches  of  the  fafh  where  her  Majefty  was 
Handing;  upon  which  he  advanced  immedi- 
ately, and,  without  any  affectation,  but  with 
an  air  of  curiofity,  flipped  between  the 
window  and  the  Queen.  This  was  not  loft 
upon  her  Majefty.  "  I  fee  your  motive," 
faid  fhe  to  him,  "  and  I  thank  you,  M.  de 
44  Luzerne;  but  I  will  not  have  you  remain 
11  there;  it  is  not  your  place,  but  mine: 
tl  the  King  has  need  of  fo  faithful  a  fervant 
"  as  you."  M.  de  la  Luzerne  infifted  in 
vain ;  fhe  forced  him  to  remove,  but  con- 
fented,  on  his  reprefentations;  to  ftand  a  lit- 
tle farther  from  the  window. 

If 
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If  Mr.  Necker  had  had  the  leaft  energy, 
had  hie  been  as  faithful  a  fervant  as  M .  de 
la  Luzerne,  he  might  with  much  lefs  dan- 
ger, and  he  ought  to  have  (hown  himfelf  to 
thofe  furies,  whofe  idol  he  was,  to  have 
employed  all  the  influence  he  derived  from 
his  popularity,  in  making  them  return  to 
their  duty,  and  to  have  produced  his  moft 
fentimental  phrafes  to  recall  the  refped:  and 
love  they  owed  their  King.  If  he  had  not 
fucceeded,  he  would  at  leaft  have  had  the 
glory  of  having  tried.  But  Mr.  Necker 
could  pnly  bewail  the  outrages  that  were 
committed,  under  the  windows  of  the 
Palace,  upon  the  unfortunate  Guards.  At 
that  very  moment  the  brigands  were  going 
to  put  four  of  them  to  death,  quarter-maf- 
ters  and  brigadiers,  whofe  heads  were  white 
with  age,  and  who  faid  to  the  people  who 
were  about  to  facrifice  them — "  Our  lives 
"  are  in  your  hands ;  you  may  put  us  to 
"  death;  but  you  will  only  fhorten  our  days 
"  a  very  little,  and  we  ftiall  not  die  dif- 
"  honoured.  An  Officer  of  the  Parifian 
National  Guard,  affe&ed  with  this  addrefs 
arid  the  venerable  air  of  the  Offiers,  threw 
his  arms  round  the  neck  of  the  oldeft,  and, 
embracing  him,  faid — c<  No,  we  will  not 
K  2  N  "  put 
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"  put  fuch  brave  men  as  you  to  death.-19 — 
His  comrades  followed  his  example;  they 
embraced  the  Guards,  and  carried  them  in 
triumph  into  the  Royal  Court. 

This  fudden  movement,  with  the  tumult 
and  the  fhouts  that  accompanied  it,  had  ftill, 
at  fome  diftance,  fo  great  an  appearance  of 
fury,  that  the  King  was  greatly  alarmed  at 
it.  At  the  very  time,  too,  he  was  told  that 
his  Guards  were  every  where  purfued  and 
put  to  death  in  a  fhocking  manner.  Far  then 
from  fufpedting  that  thofe  who  were  raifed 
up  were  carried  in  triumph,  he  thought  that 
they  were  going  to  be  put  to  death ;  and 
without  confulting  any  body,  he  opened  the 
window,  appeared  upon  the  balcony,  and  en- 
treated the  people  to  fpare  them.  At  the  fame 
time  the  Guards  who  were  with  the  King, 
thinking  only  of  faving  their  comrades,  took 
off  their  bandoleers  and  threw  them  to  the 
people,  (hewed  the  National  Cockade  in> 
their  hats,  and  cried  Vive  la  Nation! 

From  that  moment  the  chief  aim  of  the 
confpirators  was  difappointed.  Their  fan- 
guinary  Agents  began  to  be  tired  of  the  car- 
nage, and  were  befides  reft  rained  by  the  Pa- 
rifian  National  Guards,  who,  flattered  by 
the  King's ,  condudt,  and  fatisfied  with  the 

a&ion 
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a&ion  of  his  Guards,  anfwered  with  tranf- 
port  their  fhout  of  Vive  la  Nation  I  with 
the  unanimous  fhouts  of  Vive  le  Roi !  Vi- 
vent  les  Gardes-du- Corps  !  Thefe  fhouts,  a 
thoufand  times  repeated  in  the  Courts  and  in 
the  Place  d'Armes,  foon  reached  as  far  as 
the  avenue ; >  and  now  the  vidims  whom 
they  were  going  to  maflacre  are  kindly  re-* 
ceived,  arjd  borne  in  triumph  to  the  King's 
windows,  Thofe  about  his  Majefty  are 
invited  to  come  down  ;  they  accept  the  invi- 
tation, and  fhare  with  their  comrades  the 
boifterous  careffes  of  thofe  very  women,  the 
ferocious  embraces  of  thofe  very  brigands, 
who  but  the  moment  before  would  have  put 
them  all  to  death, 

Amidft  thefe  tranfports  of  joy,  and  to  in* 
creafe  their  intoxication,  the  populace  called 
loudly  to  fee  the  Queen.  'She  immediately 
appeared  on  the  balcony,  with  Madame  Roy* 
ale  and  the  Dauphin.  No  children!  no 
children!  cried  a  thoufand  voices.  The 
Queen,  not  at  all  alarmed  at  the  atrocious  in- 
tentions implied  by  thofe  cries,  did  not  hefi- 
tate  to  fend  in  the.  children,  and  appeared 
alone  with  fuch  dignity  and  magnanimity, 
that  her  favage  aflaffins,  flruck  with  afto- 
nifhment,  forgot  the  arms  that  were  in  their 
K  3  hands, 
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hands,  and  her  Majefty  ccafing  to  be  the 
object  of  their  malignity,  became  that  of 
their  admiration. 

This  was  the  moment  chofen  by  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  to  go  to  the  Palace.  A  few  mi* 
nutes  before  he  had  been  feen  in  the  Mini- 
iters'  Court,  furrounded  by  brigands  who 
looked  upon  him  as  their  Chief,  kindly  fmil- 
ing  at  the  horrible  testimonies  of  their  at- 
tachment. Their  hands  ftill  reeking  with 
blood  had  been  laviftiing  applaufcs  upon 
him,  their  contaminated  mouths  had  been 
roaring  about  him  the  moil  criminal  accla* 
mations  joined  with  thofe  of  Vive  le  Due 
d%  Orleans!  *  He  did  not  ihudder  with  horror 
— he  did  not  reprefs  them—Shall  I  fay  it  ? 
if  we  are  to  believe  the  witneffes  who  were 
examined  in  the  proceedings  at  the  Chatelet, 
he  encouraged  thofe  acclamations.  He 
had  been  feen  at  the'  head  of  the  regicides, 
upon  the  great  ftair-cafe,  pointing  the  way 
to  the  Queen's  apartments  -f\  - 

The  Queen  having  left  the  balcony,  a 

*  See  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Chatelet  the  depofi- 
tions  of  M.  de  la  Chatre,  M.  de  Frondeville,  and  M.  Du<* 
val  de  Nampti. 

t  Ibid.  La  Serre's  depofition,  No.  cexxvi.  page  82, 
vol.  ii. 

iingle 
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fingle  voice  from  among  the  crowd  that  was 
colle&ed  under  the  windows  of  the  Palace 
cried  out,  The  King  to  Paris.  This  cry- 
was  at  firft  repeated  only  by  that  multitude 
of  fimpletons  whofe  chief  part  in  a  mob  is  tp 
bear  chorus  in  all  the  cries  they  hear,  without 
troubling  themfelves  about  what  they  fig- 
nify ;  but  it  very  foon  became  that  of  the 
people  and  of  the  army,  who  till  then  had 
fhewn  no  intention  of  carrying  the  King  to  - 
Paris.  Surrounded l)y  brigands,  whofe  fury  it 
was  very  eafy  to  excite  anew,  the  King  had 
evidently  no  means  of  refitting  the  imperious 
unanimity  of  their  cries ;  yet  before  he  dec- 
oded, he  wifhed  to  confult  the  National  Af- 
fembly,  and  fent  them  an  invitation  to  come 
and  hold  their  Sitting  in  the  Palace.  But 
to  inform  them  of  the  King's  defire  to  con- 
fer with  them,  it  was  neceffary  to  wait  till 
they  were  aflembled,  -which  they  could  not 
be  till  eleven  o'clock.  The  propofal  of  re- 
pairing to  the  Palace  was  then  put  to  the 
vote,  and  would  have  been  adopted  by  the 
majority,  had  not  Mirabeau,  who  well 
kiiew  what  was  paflirig  under  the  windows, 
pppofed  the  King's  defire  as  fuccefsfully  as 
hypocritically  and  wickedly.  He  doubtlefs 
feared  that  the  Affembly  might  fecond  the 
repugnance  his  Majefty  muft  have  to  going 
K4  to 
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to  Paris,  and  thereby  overthrow  one  of  the 
moft  important  meafures  of  a  plan  of  which 
there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  he  was  the  in- 
ftigator.  He  had  the  audacity  to  maintain, 
that  "  it  was  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of 
4i  the  Aflembly  to  go  to  the  Palace;  that 
"  they  could  not  deliberate  under  the  roof 
"  of  Kings;  that  the  Refolutions  would  be 
"  fufpedted ;  and  that  it  would  be  fufficient 
"-to  fend  a  Deputation  of  fix-and-thirty 
"  Members."  The  Prefident  protefted 
in  vain  againft  this ;  and  fome  other  Mem- 
bers tried,  with  as  little  fuccefs,  to  imprefs 
upon  the  Aflembly,  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Reprefentatitfes  of  the  Nation  to  fly  to 
the  afliftance  of  the  Monarch  in  danger. 
The  rabble  that  filled  the  galleries,  and  who 
were  but  a  detachment  from  thofe  that 
were  befieging  the  Palace,  fupported  Mir  a- 
beau's  motion  by  fuch  intimidating  applaufe, 
that  it  was  decreed. 

The  impatience  of  the  populace,  their  per- 
fevering  cries,  and  M.  de  la  Fayette's  felici- 
tations, no  longer  fuffered  the  King  to  delay 
coming  to  a  refolution ;  and  feeing  himfelf 
deferted  by  the  National  Aflembly,  he  pro- 
mifed  to  fet  out  at  noon  for  Paris,  making 
no  other  conditions  for  his  departure,  than 
that  of  being  accompanied  by   his  family, 

whq 
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who  had  made  him  promife  not  to  feparate 
himfelf  from  them.  The  principal  motive 
that  determined  their  Majefties  to  take  fo 
hazardous  a  refolution  was,  the  pofitive  in- 
telligence they  received,  that  the  agents  of 
the  Orleans  Facftion,  who  diredted  at  their 
pleafure  all  the  motions  of  the  brigands  and 
rebels,  were  at  that  moment  employing  the 
moft  a&ive  manoeuvres  to  have  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  inftantly  proclaimed  King,  if  Louii 
XVI.  fhould  refufe  complying  with  the  pre- 
tended wiftrof  the  Capital,  which  the  popu- 
lace were  fhouting  forth. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  could  certainly  ap- 
pear in  the  King's  apartments  at  fo  critical  a 
moment  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  pry 
into  what  %  was  paffing  there,  and  to  give 
timely  notice  of  it  to  the  leaders  of  his  con- 
fpiracy.  He  was  neither  difconcerted  at  not 
being  fpoken  to  by  any  perfon,  nor  by  the 
looks  of  indignation  darted  at  him  from 
every  countenance.  He  went  and  placed 
himfelf  at  the  door  of  the  Cabinet  through 
which  the  King  had  paffed,  remaining  fome 
minutes  with  his .  back  fixed  againft  the 
wall.  The'  Queen  advancing  to  go  into  the 
Cabinet,  he  had  the  impudence  to  ftep  to- 
wards her,  offering  his  arm.  Her  Majcfty 
ftruck  with  horror  pufhed  it  away  with  9. 

dreadful 
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dreadful  frown,  and  going  alone  into  the 
Cabinet  (hut  the  door  after  her.  At  length 
he  quitted  the  King's  apartments,  where  he 
left  the  Royal  Family,  and  the  zealous  Roy- 
alifts,  by  whom  they  were  furroundcd,  in 
the  utmoft  anxiety  refpedling  the  refolution 
their  Majefties  were  about  to  take.  The 
Prefident  de  Frondeville  *,  a  Member  of  the 
National  Aflembly,  was  among  the  number 
.  of  thofe  faithful  fervants :  in  a  profound  re* 
verie  he  put  his  elbow,  without  attention, 
againft  a  concealed  door  that  appeared  as  a 
part  of  the  wainfcot,  and  which  opened  into 
a  little  back  clofet  of  the  King's.  The 
door  yielded,  and  the  Prefident  fbrprifed 
looked  into  the  clofet,  where  he  perceived 
the  King  and  Queen,  and  was  haftily  putting 
the  door  tof  when  the  Queen  called  to  him, 
ai)d  faid :  "  No,  no,  you  may  come  in." 
She  was  fitting  with  a  writing-box  on  her 
lap,  in  which  fhe  was  looking  for  fome 
keys ;  the  Dauphin  was  at  her  fide,  and  the 
King  (landing  up  before  her.  — t€  Well ! 
u  M.  de  Frondeville,  (continued  the  Queen) 
"  we  are  to  go  to  Paris."  The  Prefident  re* 
plied  by  a  gefture  of  refignation  and  .  of 
grief;   the  only  reply  that  prudence  could 

*  M.  de  Frondeville  was  Prefident  of  the  Parliament  of 
Rouen. 

dictate 


Oct.  1789.]      FRENCH    REVOLUTION.  139 

dictate  on  fo  delicate  an  occafion.  "  We 
"  were  thinking  (continued  her  Majefty) 
*•  where  we  ftiould  be  able  to  lodge  our  good 
"  Babet*;  we  wifh  that  dear  Sifter  to  be  as 
"  comfortable  and  as  near  us  as  poffible." 
The  King,  fad  and  penfive,  did  not  fay  a 
word.  The  Queen,  after  a  (hort  filence, 
rofe  with  emotion,  took  her  fon  in  her  arms, 
and,  prefenting  him  to  the  King,  faid : . 
"  Promife  me,  I  conjure  you,  in  the  name 
"  of  all  that  is  molt  dear  to  you,  for  the 
$€  welfare  of  France,  for  your  own,  for  that 
"  of  this  dear  child — promife  me,  that  if 
"  ever  the  like  circumftance  happens  again, 
"  and  you  have  the  means  of  removing,  you 
11  will  not  lofe  the  opportunity."  The 
King,  greatly  afFe&ed,  dropped  a  few  tears, 
and  went  into  another  clofet  without  mak- 
ing any  anfwer^ 

Soon  after  the  Royal  Family  appeared 
again  at  the  balcony,  attended  by  the  Mini- 
fters  and  others  who  were  then  in  the  King's 
apartment,  when  M.  de  la  Fayette  announced 
to  the  People,  that  his  Majefty  had  deter- 
mined to  go  to  Paris,     He  added,  that  evil- 

*  The  abbreviation  of  Elizabeth,  and  was  the  fami- 
liar appellation  given  by  the  King  and  Queen  to  Ma- 
dame Elizabeth* 

difpofed 
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difpofcd  pcrfons  were  greatly  interefted  in 
exciting  the  people,  whom  they  mifled,  to 
infur region ;  that  he  knew  them  very  well, 
and  would  take  a  proper  time  to  unmafk 
them.  The  King  alfo  fpoke  to  the  people  : 
*'  My  children  (faid  he),  you  wifli  me  to  go 
"  with  you  to  Paris,  and  I  confent  to  it, 
"  provided  I  do  not  part  with  my  wife  and 
"  my  family.'*  —  Yes,  yes,  yes,  fhouted 
thoufands  of  voices,  mingled  with  fome 
cries  of  Vive  la  Reine !  u  My  children, 
"  (added  the  King)  I  demand  fafety  for  my 
*'  Guards/3  Vivele  Roil  Vivent  les  Gardes- 
du-Corps !  was  how  heard  from  all  quar- 
ters; and  the  cry  was  anfwdred  by  the 
Gardes-dii-Corfts,  with  Vive  le  Roi  !  Vive  la 
Nation  !  M.  de  la  Fayette  then  made  them 
take  the  oath,  holding  up  their  hats  with  the 
National  cockades  which  were  in  them 
turned  towards  the  people;,  on  which  the 
whole  army  raifed  theirs  on  the  points'  of 
their  bayonets.  This  reconciliation  had  all 
the  appearance  of  fincerity,  and  was  cele- 
brated by  a  general  difcharge  of  artillery 
and  a  long  volley  of  fmall  arms. 

The  intelligence  of  the  King's  depar- 
ture for  Paris  fpread  the  greateft  trank 
ports  of  joy   through   the   Courts   of   the 

Palace, 
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Palace,  but  the  deepeft  confternation  reigned 
within.  Several  of  the  former  French 
Guards  themfelves  were  obferved  in  the 
apartments  fhowing  their  defpair,  and  no 
doubt  their  repentance  too,  by  weeping  bit- 
terly. This  fadt,  which  has  been  attefted  to 
me  by  thofe  who  were  eye-witnefTes  of  it, 
and  worthy  of  the  higheft  credit,  is  very 
far  from  being  improbable.  When  the 
French  Guards  betrayed  the  King,  they  only 
fold  their  honour  without  forefeeing  the 
confequences  of  it,  which  now  appeared  be- 
fore their  eyes  in  the  moft  hideous  view,  at 
a  time  when  the  wages  of  their  guilt  were 
fpent,  and  the  fhame  and  remorfe  of  it  only 
remained :  *it  was  impoflible  but  they  muft 
have  been  greatly  affedted,  and  their  feel- 
ings returned  and  revolted  againft  a  ftep  for 
which  they  had  by  no  means  reckoned. 

The  great  event  announced  by  fuch  noify 
rejoicings  was  not  yet  known  in  the  Affem- 
bly,  and  it  was>  reported  that  the  King  was 
going  thither.  After  deliberating  for  near 
an  hour  upon  the  manner  in  which  they 
fhould  receive  him,  they  heard  that  his 
Majefty  was  preparing  to  go  to  Paris.; 
Mirabeau  on  this  moved,  without  lofing  a 
moment,  that  it  fhould  be  immediately  de- 

3  ,  creed> 
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creed,  that  the  National  Affembly  were  in* 
feparable  from  the  King  during  the  prefent 
Seffion.  I  have  already  fhown  what  inte- 
reft  the  fadtious  had  in  the  removal  of  the 
Affembly  to  Paris.  Mirabeau's  motion  cer- 
tainly proceeded  from  no  other  motive ;  but 
as  on  fuch  an  occafion  it  might  be  confi- 
dered  an  a£t  of  fidelity  and  devotion  to  the 
King,  it  was  unanimoufly  decreed.  A  De- 
putation was  appointed  to  go  immediately 
and  prefent  this  decree  to  his  Majefty  ;  who 
replied  in  thefe  terms:  "  I  receive  with 
"  great  fatisfa&ion  the  frefh  teftimonies  of 
"  attachment  which  the  Affembly  give  me. 
"  I\wifh  from  my  heart  never  to  be  fepa- 
"  rated  from  them.  I  am  going  to  Paris 
"  with  the  Queen  and  my  children,  and 
44  will  give  the  neceffary  orders  that  the 
44  Affembly  may  come  and  continue  their 
44  labours  there.5* 

This  anfwer  was  brought  to  the  Aflembly 
juft  as  they  had  decreed,  that  a  deputation 
of  a  hundred  of  their  members  fhould  ac- 
company the  King  to  Paris.  **  To  figna- 
44  lize  for  ever  this  memorable  day  of  har- 
44  mony  (cried  Mirabeau),  and  to  (how  that 
41  the  ftate  veffel  is  no  longer  in  danger,  but 
41  that  it  is  about  to  move  on  as  fmoothly  a£ 

"  ever, 
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*4  ever,  it  is  my  opinion  that  we  fbould 
"  proceed  immediately  to  the  confederation 
"  of  a  decree  for  the  taxes  prefeftted  by  the 
**  Minifter  of  the  Finances,  and  upon  an 
"  addrefs  to  be  fent  to  our  Conftituents." 

During  the  debate  the  Prefident  (Mou+ 
nier)  being  charged  to  name  the  Deputies 
who  were  to  accompany  the  King  to  Paris, 
was  engaged  in  drawing  out  the  lift,  from 
which  he  excluded  Mirabeau,  who  had  got 
his  name  inferibed  by  one  of  the  Secretaries. 
Mirabeau  complained  very  bitterly  againft 
this,  but  in  vain.  He  pretended  that  he  had 
only  afked  to  be  in  the  deputation  in  order 
to  appeafe  the  people,  in  cafe  of  any  tumult 
on  the  King's  arrival  at  Paris.  "  Sir/'  faid 
Mounter  to  him,  "  they  who  have  power 
"  enough  over  the  minds  of  the  People  to 
"  appeafe  them,  may  alfo  inflame  them." 

The  reft  of  the  Sitting  was  engaged  in 
difcufling  Mr.  Necker's  plan,  which  was 
unanimoufly  adopted.with  fome  amendments. 

The  King  did  not  leave  Verfailles  till  one 
o'clock.  The  Queen.,  the  Dauphin,  'Madame 
Royale,  Monfieur,  Madame,  Madame  Eli- 
zabeth, and  Madame  de  Tourzel,  were  in 
his  Majefty's  coach;  which  was  followed 
by  the  Deputies  in  their  carriages.  A 
2  detach- 
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detachment  of  brigands  carrying  the  headft 
of  two  of  the  Gardes-du*Corps  in  triumph 
formed   the  advanced  guard,    and   had   fet 
out   two  hours    before.      Thofe   cannibals 
flopped  afhort  time  at  Seves,  where  they 
carried   their   ferocity  to  fuch   a   pitch   as 
to  force  a  wretched  hair-dreffer  to  drefs  the 
hair  of  the  two  bloody  heads.     The  main 
body  of  the  Parifian  army  followed  them  im- 
mediately :    before  the  King's  coach  walked 
the  fifh-women  who  had  come  from  Paris 
the    day  before,    arid   the   whole   army  of 
abandoned  females,  the  vile  refufe  of  their 
fex,  who  were  ftill  intoxicated  with  rage  and 
wine.     Several  of  them  fat  aft  ride  on  the 
cannon,  commemorating  with  the  moft  hor- 
rible  fongs   all  the   crimes   they  had  been 
committing,  of  had  been  witnefs  to.     Others 
nearer  the  King's  carriage  fung  allegorical 
airs,  the  infulting  allufions  of- which  they 
applied  to  the  Queen  by  the  grofleft  geftures. 
Waggons  ot  corn  and  flour,  from  Verfailles, 
formed  a  part  of  the  procefllon  efcorted  by 
grenadiers,  and  furrounded  by  women  and  the 
porters  of  the  market,  armed  with  pikes,  or 
carrying  long  branches   of  poplar.      This 
part  of  the  proceffion  had  a  very  Angular 
effed;  at  a  little  diflance  :  it  might  be  called 

a  walking 
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a  walking  foreft,  through  which  the  fteel 
points  of  pikes  and  the  mufket-barrels  were 
feen  glittering.  In  the  brutal  tranfports  of 
their  joy,  the  women  flopped  the  paffengers, 
and,  pointing  to  the  King's  carriage,  roared 
out,  "  Courage,  my  lads  !  We  fha'n't  want 
"  bread  any  more  ;  we  bring  you  the  baker, 
"  the  baker's  wife,  and  the  baker's  boy." 
Behind  his  Majefty  were  fome  of  his  faith- 
ful Guards,  part  on  foot,  part  on  horfeback, 
moft  of  them  without  hats,  and  all  difarmed 
and  exhaufted  with  hunger  and  fatigue.  The 
file  of  carriages  was  preceded,  accompanied, 
and  followed  by  the  Dragoons,  the  Regiment 
of  Flanders,  the  Cent-Suijfes,  and  the  Na- 
tional Guards. 

I  witneffed  this  heart-breaking  fight—-I 
beheld  this  ominous  proceflioii — I  faw,  in 
the  midft  of  this  tumult,  of  thefe  clamours, 
of  thefe  fongs,  interrupted  by  frequent  dif- 
charges  of  fmall  arms,  which  the  hand  of 
treachery  or  of  awkwardnefs  might  have 
rendered  fo  fatal — I  faw,  with  tears  of  ad- 
miration and  of  grief,  the  Queen  preferv- 
ing  the  moft  undaunted  tranquillity  of  mind, 
an  inexpreffible  air  of  noblenefs  and  dignity. 


Vol.  II.  L  CHAP- 
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of  the  Parijians  dijjipated  on  hearing 
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Retreat  of  fever  &l  Deputies — The  Muni- 
cipality of  Verfailles  petition  the  AJfembly 
not  to  remove  from  that  Town,  and  ex- 
.  prefs  their  Wijhes  for  the  King's  fpeedy 
Return — Alarm  offome  of  the  Deputies 
^Mirabeau  denounces  M.  de  St.  Priejl 
*—The  Repojitory  for  Pledges  threatened 
to  be  pillaged  ;  on  -what  occafion — Pro- 
ceedings commenced  upon  the  Outrages 
cotiwiitted  on  the  5th  and  6th  of  October 
—Alarms — M.  de  la  Fayette  compels  the 
Duke  df  Orleans  tofet  out  for  England. 

DURING  the  night  between  the  5th  and 
6th  of  O&ober,  Paris  was  under  the  great-*  . 
eft  alarms.  All  the  ftreets  were  lighted  up 
as  at  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution. 
Patrols  and  Deputations  from  Diftri&s  were 
feen  every  moment  going  and  comiitg,  one 
after  the  other,  to  the  HoteUde-Villey  to  learn 
news  of  the  army.  The  Reprefentatives  of 
the  Commune  had  received  none  themfelves, 
and  were  very  uneafy  at  it,  when  one  of 
the  civil  officers  {Defmoujfeaux)  who  had 
been  commiffioned  to  accompany  the  Na- 
tional Guards,  arrived  at  fix  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  He  gave  an  account  of  the  events 
of  which  he  had  been  witnefs  at  Verfaflles, 
L  2  and 
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and  delivered  a  note  from  the  General  to  the 
President,  that  informed  him  of  the  com- 
plete re-eftablilhment  of  tranquillity.  M. 
*  de  la  Fayette  had  written  this  note  before  he 
went  to  bed,  and  at  the  very  moment  it  was 
read  in  the  Hotel-de-Ville,  the  King's  Palace 
was  ftained  with  the  blood  of  his  murdered 
Guards,  and  the  moft  horrible  outrages  en- 
dangered the  life  of  the  Queen.  The  very 
fame  morning  too,  M .  de  la  Fayette,  not  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  before  he  was  dragged  to 
Verfailles  by  the  Paris  mob,  had  written  to 
the  Aflembly  and  to  M .  de  St.  Prie/l,  to  im- 
part his  hopes  of  the  complete  re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  tranquillity  of  the  Capital* 
This  General  was  affuredly  neither  conjurer 
nor  prophet ;  and  his  moft  encouraging  dif- 
patches  fhould  ever  after  have  been  the 
caufe  of  difmay. 

Bills  ftuck  up  about  the  town  by  order  of 
the  Commune,  on  the  6th  of  Odtober  in  the 
morning,  removed  the  fears  of  the  Parifians, 
by  informing  them  that  the  National  Guards 
had  experienced  no  hoftility ;  that  the  King 
had  received  them  kindly,  and  had  admitted 
them  to  do  duty  about  his  perfon.  Some 
hours  after,  the  group  of  men  and  women 
who  were  carrying  in  triumph  the  heads  of  the 
2  two 
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two  Gardes -du-Corps  murdered  at  the  Palace 
made  their  appearance,  and  the  horrid  fight 
again  fpread  confirmation  through  the  Capi- 
tal. But  a  courier  from  M.  de  la  Fayette 
and  another  advertifement  from  the  Hotel- 
de-Ville  foon  make  it  known  to  the  public, 
that  the  King  and  the  Royal v  Family  are 
coming  to  Paris — and  the  moft  lively  joy 
fucceeds  to  the  general  grief.  An  immenfe 
body  of  people  immediately  fly  to  meet  their 
Majefties;  and  the  crowd  of  the  curious, 
attradjted  by  fo  novel  and  unexpe&ed  a  fight, 
forms  a  lane  from  Pafly  to  the  Hotel-de- 
Ville. 

M.  Bailly  went,  according  to  cuftom,  to 
receive  the  King,  and  pay  his  compliments 
to  him  at  the  Barrier.  It  was  about  feven 
o'clock  in  the  evening  when  his  Majefty  ar- 
rived there.  What  difguft,  what  indignation 
muft  the  Royal  Family  have  felt,  on  hearing 
the  Mayor  of  Paris,  in  his  harangue,  call  it 
a  glorious  day  !  that  day  of  carnage  and  of 
horror,  on  which  the  King  of  France,  torn 
from  his  Palace  by  an  army  of  ruffians,  ar- 
rived at  the  Hotel-de-Ville  of  his  Capital, 
preceded  by  the  bleeding  heads  of  his 
Guards,  and  forcibly  dragged  by  their  mur- 
derers ! 

L  3  The 
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The  King  and  Queeii  holding  their  chil- 
dren by  the  hands  entered  the  Affcinbly  of 
the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Commune  with 
an  air  of  the  greateft  ferenity,  and  placed 
themfelves  upon  the  throne  which  had  been 
prepared  for  them.  Monsieur,  Madame, 
and  Madame  Elizabeth  accompanied  their 
Majefties.  The  immenfe  crowd  that  filled 
the  Hall  expreffed  their  joy  by  repeated 
cries  of  Vive  le  £oi!  Vive  la  Reine!  Vive  le 
Dauphin!  Vive  la  Famille  Royale!  The 
Prefident  of  the  Commune  addreffed  his 
Majefty  in  the  following  Speech ; 

41  Sire,  if  ever  the  French  fhould  forget 
44  that  it  is  their  intereft  to  cherifh  their 
**  King,  we  would  atteft  the  virtues  of 
44  Louis  XVI.  to  a  People,  among  whom 
**  the  love  of  their  Prince  is  rather  a  necefc 
44  fary  enjoyment  than  a  duty*  You  have 
41  even,  Sire,  attached  us  more  ftrongly  to 
44  you,  by  adopting  that  Conftitution  which 
44  will  in  future  form  a  double  tic  between 
44  the  Thtone  and  the  Nation  ;  and  now,  ta 
*4  le^ve  nothing  for  us  to  wifh,  you  ano 
44  come  with  the  deareft  obje&s  of  your 
c<  affection  to  dwell  amongft  us.  How* 
11  <ever  ardent  the  fentiments  that  fill  our 

"  bofoms, 
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'•  bofoms,  we  will  not  pr^fume  to  fay  that 
"  your  choice  has  led  you  to  thofe  of  you* 
11  fubjedts  who  love  you  moft ;  but  when  aft 
t€  adored  father  is  called  upon  by  the  defiree 
€t  of  an  immenfe  family,  he  muft  naturally 
M  prefer  the  place  whete  the  greateft  num* 
M  ber  of  his  children  are  aflembled/' 

The  King,  having  no  other  ahfwer  to 
make  to  this  fpeech  than  that  which  he  had 
idready  made  to  M.  Bailly,  ordered  him  to 
repeat  it.  The  words  w&fe,  "  It  is  always 
"  with  pleafure  and  with  confidence  I  find 
"  myfelf  among  the  inhabitants  of  my  good 
"  city  of  Paris*/*  M.  Bailly,  iri  repeating 
this  reply,  having  forgotten  the  words  and 
with  confidence;  the  Queen  in  an  audible 
voice  immediately  put  him  in  mind  of  them. 
"  Gentlemen,"  crjed  M.  Bailly,  "  this  is 
i€  more  gratifying  to  you  thari  if  I  had  my- 
"  felf  repeated  them."  At  thefc  words, 
(homs  and  clapping  of  hands  were  reiterated, 

*  Good  City  of  Part's!  The  Theatre  of  crimes  more 
numerous  and  more  atrocious  than  have  been  committed 
in  all  the  cities  of  the  world  put  together  !  In  what 
then,*  and  for  whom  art  thou  good?  Alas!  no  longer 
art  titon  fo  but  for  villains. 

L  4  and 
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and  attended  their  Majefties  till  they  left  the 
Hotel-de-Villc.  The  King  and  his  family, 
pppreffed  with  the  fatigue  of  thefe  two 
dreadful  days,  now  went  and  took  poffeflion 
of  the  Palace  of  the  Thuilleries— or,  rather* 
thither  were  they  committed  prifoners  by 
the  good  City  of  Paris.  Monsieur  and 
Madame  went  to  the  Palace  of  the  Lux- 
embourg, 

On  the  following  days  the  Revolutionary 
Journals,  the  Commune  of  Paris,  and,  above 
all,  that  monftrous  tribunaj  of  inquifition 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Committee  of 
Inquiry,  invented  all  kinds  of  calumnies  to 
palliate  the  outrages  of  the  preceding  days, 
and  to  make  a  falfe  impreffion  on  the  pro- 
vinces and  abroad.  They  publifhed,  that  the 
People  and  the  Parifian  National  Guard  had 
gone  to  Verfailles  only  to  prevent  the  King 
from  going  to  Metz ;  that  the  Gardes-du- 
Corps  had  excited  the  anger  and  refentment 
of  the  National  Guards  by  refufing  to  drink 
to  the  health  of  the  Nation  at  the  entertain- 
ment given  to  the  Regiment  of  Flanders; 
and  that,  if  fome  of  them  had  fallen  on  the 
6th,  it  had  been  owing  to  their  own  impru- 
dence in  firing  on  the  people.     The  falfe- 

hood 
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hood  of  this  laft  charge  was  judicially  prov- 
ed, as  I  have  already  obferved ;  and  in  fup-? 
port  of  the  two  firft  no  authority  was  ever 
cited  except  the  foul  copies  of  two  letters 
pretended  to  be  written  to  the  Queen  by  the 
Count  d'EJlaing,  feized  among  his  papers 
in  a  revolutionary  fearch  which  was  made  at 
his  houfe*j  and  a  plan  for  the  King's 
efcape,  which  M*  Augeard  (Fermier  Ge- 
neral) had  drawn  up  without  being  bid,  in- 
tending to  offer  it  to  his  Majefty  if  ever  he 
fhould  have  occafion  for  it.  He  had  not 
communicated  this  plan  to  any  body,  when 
his  fecretary  was  villain  enough  to  take  the 
minute  of  it  from  him  in  order  to  lay  it  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  Police  at  the  Hotel- 
de-Ville.  M.  Augeard  was  fent  to  prifon, 
informations  were  encouraged  and  reward- 
ed, and  a  great  number  of  perfons  were 
arretted  on  fufpicion  of  being  concerned  in 
this  pretended  confpiracy.  It  was  made  the 
grounds  of  a  criminal  proceeding,  which 
was  carried  on  at  the  Chatelet  with  the 
greateft  parade,  and  which  ended  in  M. 
Augeard's  being  acquitted. 

With  refpedl  to  the  copies  of  letters  feized 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  vi. 

among . 
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among  M.  d'EJlaing's  papers,  they  cer- 
tainly contained  that  incoherence  of  ideas, 
that  emphatic  tone,  that  obfeure  and  per* 
plexed  ftyle,  which  mark  all  his  writings  t 
it  is  therefore  poffible  that  thofe  papers  were 
really  found  in  his  houfe,  and  I  have  no  dif- 
ficulty in  believing  it.  But  they  who  were 
acquainted  with  Af .  d'EJtaing,  know  that 
one  of  his  fancies,  and  he  had  many,  was 
to  imagine  himfelf  in  correfpondence  with 
perfons  of  high  rank,  and  to  write  many 
copies  of  letters  which  he  never  dire&ed  to 
them,  and  which  he  often  even  left  unfinifh- 
ed,  though  he  preferved  them  with  the  greateft 
care.  Ampng  the  number  were  his  two, let- 
ters to  the  Queen  ;  he  never  had  fent  them. to 
her  Majefty ;  and  had  (he  even  received  them 
Ihe  could  have  paid  no  attention  to  them, 
for  in  fa<9:  nothing  that  M.  d'E/taing 
wrote  or  faid  merited  any.  I  ufed  to  meet 
him  very  often  at  M;  de  Montmoriris; 
but  never  did  I  know  a  man  who  fo  little 
juftified  his  reputation  as  this  famous  con- 
queror of  Grenada.  Incapable  of  forming 
a  juft  idea  upon  any  thing  whatever,  he  mif* 
took  the  nature  of  danger  as  of  every  thing 
elfej  fo  that  he  was  fometimes  found  en- 
countering the  greateft  with  the  rafhnefs  of 

/     a*  mad- 
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a  madman,  and  on  occasions  a  thoufand 
times  lefs  perilous  betraying  the  fearfulnefs 
of  a  child.  His  cowardice  on  the  5th  and 
(Jth  of  Odlober  was  unparalleled  1  and  yet  it 
was  to  his  great  reputation  for  bravery  that 
he  was  indebted  for  his  extraordinary  prov 
motion. 

After  the  King's  arrival,  the  bakers'  (hops 
were  no  longer  befieged,  and  provifions  ex- 
ceeded the  wants  of  the  confumers,  though 
their  number  had  been  confiderably  aug- 
mented by  the  Court's  being  eftablilhed  in 
the  capital.  This  dreadful  fcarcity,  which 
had  been  made  the  pretence  for  the  infurrec- 
tion  of  the  5th  of  October,  was  clearly  then 
only  a  contrived  one,  only  a  powerful  means, 
the  effe&s  of  which  the  Agents  of  the  Or- 
leans Fadtion  fufpended  or  prolonged  as 
they  pleafed;  for  the  fifty  cart-load$  of 
groin  or  of  flour,  brought  by  the  mob  to 
Paris  ^  were  certainly  not  fufficient  to  reftore 
plenty,  being  literally  no  more  than  a  break- 
foft  for  the  Parifians.  But  as  it  was  becomo 
an  eflential  objedt  to  the  confpirators,  that 
the  King  fhould  be  deprived  of  the  liberty  of 
going  Qi^t  of  Paris,  they  negle&ed  no  meafure 
w^ich  SQijld  make  the  people  believe  that 
it  was  to  the  prefence  of  his  Majqfty  they 

were 
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were  indebted  for  not  wanting  bread.  This 
fatal  impofture,  artfully  difguifed  in  expref- 
fiQns  of  gratitude  and  homage  to  Louis  XVI. 
was  proclaimed  in  all  their  Journals,  and 
foolilhly  repeated  in  the  fpeeches  of  all  the 
Deputations  fent  to  their  Majefties  the  day 
after  their  arrival. 

An  immenfe  multitude  were  conftantly 
going  to  the  Thuilleries ;  the  garden  and 
courts  were  full  the  whole  day  through,  and 
the  moment  the  King  and  Queen  appeared  at 
any  window,  the  joy  of  the  people  broke 
out  into  the  moft  rapturous  acclamations  and 
clapping.  The  fame  homage  was  paid  to 
their  children  and  to  Madame  Elizabeth. — 
The  King,  affedted  by  all  thefe  demonftra- 
tions,  and  miftaking  for  love  what  was  only 
ftupidity,  reconciled  himfelf  the  more  rea- 
dily to  the  idea  of  fixing  his  abode  at  Paris, 
as  the  atrocious  condudfc  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Verfailles  could  not  but  difguft  him  with 
that  ungratefultown.  His  Majefty,  in  con- 
fequence,  wrote  the  following  letter  to  the 
National  AfTembly : 

"  The  teftimonies  of  afFe&ion  and  of  al- 
"  legiance  which  I  have  received  from,  the 
"  City  of  Paris  determine  me  to  make  it  the 

"  place 


Oct.  1789]         FRENCH    REVOLUTION.  157 

€€  place  of  my  ufual  refidence;  and  fully 
€t  depending  upon  the  affurance  which  the 
"  Affembly  gave  me,  I  defire  that  they  will 
"  fend  Commiffioners  to  Paris  to  choofe  the 
€€  .mod  convenient  fituation  for  holding  their 
"  Sittings.  Thus,  without  interrupting  their 
"  ufeful  labours,  I  lhall  render  the  com- 
M  munication  which  ought  to  exift  between 
"  me  and  the  National  Affembly  more 
"  pwidual  and  more  intimate/* 

On  the  fame  day  (Odlober  9)  the  King 
caufed  a  Proclamation  to  be  iffued  which 
ran  thus : 

"  The  King,  fearing  left  his  faithful  fub- 
"  jedls  of  the  Provinces  fliould  learn  with 
*'  pain  the  circumftances  that  have  deter- 
"  mined  him  to  refide  in  Paris,  thinks  it 
"  proper  to  inform  them,  that  being  ap- 
"  prifed  before-hand  of  the  march  of  the 
"  National"  Militia  of  Paris,  and  of  their 
<c  defire  of  obtaining  from  his  Majeftythe 
"  honour  of  being  his  guard,  it  would  have 
"  been  eafy  for  the  King  to  have  removed 
"  from  Ver failles  to  any  other  place  befides 
"  Paris;  but  his  Majefty  fearing  that  fuch 
"  a  determination  on  his  part  might  be  the 

il  caufc 
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M  caufe  of  great  commotion,  and  relying 
44  upon  the  aflb&ion  which  he  has  aright  to 
44  expedt  from  all  his  fubje&s  indi&rimi- 
44  nately,  he  is  come  with  confidence  to 
44  live  in  the  Capital,  where  he  has  re- 
44  ceived  the  moft  refpedtfal  demonftratioris 
44  of  love  and  allegiance  from  the  inhabi- 
•4  tants  of  his  good  City  of  Paris.  He  id 
44  certain  that  they  will  never  attempt  to 
44  rejlrain  in  anyjhape  the  determination 
44  of  their  Sovereign^  and  it  is  in  the  midft 
44  of  them  that  he  announces  to  all  the  in- 
44  habitants  of  his  Provinces,  that,  when 
44  the  National  Affembly  fhall  have  fmiihed 
44  the  great  work  of  the  reftoration  of  pub- 
41  lie  happinefs,  the  King  will  put  into  exe- 
"  cution  the  plan  he  has  long  had  in  con- 
44  templationof  vifiting  his  Provinces  with- 
44  out  any  parade,  in  order  to  make  him- 
44  felf  more  particularly  acquainted  with 
44  the  good  he  may  do  them,  and  to  prove 
44  to  them,  in  the  warmth  of  his  heart,  that 
44  they  are  all  equally  dear  to  him.  Heantici- 
44  pates  in  hope  his  being  received  by  them 
44  with  marks  of  affe&ion  and  confidence, 
44  which  will  ever  be  the  objedt  of  his 
44  wifhes  and  the  real  fource  of  his  hap- 
44  pinefe.     The  King  alfo  flatters  himfelf 

fC  that 
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€*  that  this  declaration  on  his  part  will  en^ 
€€  SZSC  ^  *^e  inhabitants  of  his  Provinces 
€€  to  fecond  by  their  encouragement  the  la- 
"  bours  of  the  National  Affembly,  fo  that, 
4€  under  the  (helter  of  a  happy  Conftitution, 
fC  France  may  foon  enjoy  thofe  days  of 
"  peace  and  of  tranquillity  which  (he  has 
"  long  been  deprived  of  by  an  unfortunate 
"  divifion." 

From  the  time  that  the  King  had  left  Ver- 
failles,  the  National  Affembly,  having  re- 
mained behind,  continued  coolly  difcuffing 
fome  conftitutional  articles  •  They  doubt- 
kfs  thought  that  they  were  keeping  their 
dignity  up  to  the  height  of  circumjlances  *, 
by  affe&ing  to  confider  with  the  moft  pro- 
found indifference  all  the  outrages  they  had 
juft  been  witneffes  of.  But  their  difcuffions 
were  frequently  interrupted  by  complaints 
of  infults  and  menaces  dire&ed  for  fome 
days  paft  againft  a  great  number  of  the  De- 
puties. Many  of  them,  little  encouraged 
by  the  Decree  which  had  declared  their  per- 
ibns  inviolable,    withdrew    themfelves,  and 

*  A  la,  hauttur  dts  circonftances—h  Revolutionary  cx- 
prefllon. 

a  in 
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in  the  fpacc  of  two  days  the  Prefident  had 
been  obliged  to  give  paflports  to  about  three 
hundred  of  his  colleagues,  among  whom 
were  the  Bifhop  of  Langres,"  M.  de  Lally, 
and  M.  Mounier.  The  Affembly,  alarmed 
at  the  multiplicity  of  thefe  defertions, .  put  a 
ftop  to  them,  by  decreeing,  that  in  future 
no  paffport  fhould  be  granted  to  any  of  the 
members  but  upon  grounds  ftated  to  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Affembly. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  at  this  time  the 
Factious  employed  all  the  means  they  could 
derive  from  circumftances,  to  alarm  and  re- 
move, by  threats  of  perfonal  danger,  all 
thofe  whofe  talents  and  influence  were  likely 
to  embarrds  them.  It  would  neverthelefs 
be  a  very  great  miftake  to  fuppofe  that  all 
the  Deputies  who  retired  were  induced  by 
motives  of  fear.  Thofe  whom  I  have  named 
cannot  certainly  be  accounted  in  this  clafs. 
The  Bifhop  of  Langres  being  on  the  5th 
of  Odtober  in  the  King's  Chamber,  where 
he  paffed  the  whole  day,  faid  very  ani- 
matedly to  the  Archbifhop  of  Aix9  before 
the  Archbifhop  of  Rheims  and  the  Bifhop 
of  Laon :  "  Now  more  than  ever  are  we 
bound  to  remain  in  our  place,  to  fhow  our 
courage." — "  If  the  King  goes,  I  go,  if 

he 
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he  remains,  I  remain/1  replied  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Aix :  u  wherever  he  is  we  ought 
to  be; — we  have  no  force  to  defend  him,  but 
we  do  our  duty."  On  the  fame  day  Mou- 
nter difplayed  the  greateft  courage,  and  M . 
de  Lally,  more  inured  than  they,  ftill  pre- 
ferved  too  much  popularity  to  give  room  to 
the  factious  to  flatter  themfelves  that  they 
could  frighten  him.  But  they  were  all  as 
difgufted  as  difcouraged  at  feeing  the  fac- 
tious triumph  fo  completely,  and  compel 
the  King  not  only  to  fandtion  the  new  con- 
ftitutional  principles,  but  to  fix  his  refidence 
at  Paris.  They  could  no  longer  hope  to 
perfuade  the  Affembly  to  return  to  the  fyf- 
tem  of  two  houfes,  which  from  the  begin- 
ning they  had  adopted  as  the  moft  proper 
to  render  a  Monarchical  Revolution,  which 
they  faw  approaching,,  and  which,  per- 
haps, they  were  too  hafty  in  judging  inevit- 
able. They  doubtlefs  likewife  forefaw  the 
fatal  confequences  of  the  outrages  of  the  6th 
of  06tober ;'  and  convinced  that  they  fhould 
labour  in  vain  to  prevent  them,  they  chofe  to 
refign  their  places,  and  withdraw  from  the 
ftate  of  inability  and  inutility  to  which  they 
faw  themfelves  reduced. 

Vol.  II.  M  The 
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The  retreat  of  nearly  half  of  the  Bi(hops 
ought  much  lefs  to  be  attributed  to  fear 
than  to  indignation,  to  the  convi&ion  that 
all  was  loft,  and  the  embarraflment  that 
would  naturally  be  produced  by  fuch  criminal 
violence,  among  men  whofe  fituation,  and 
the  habits  of  tranquil  life  rendered  them 
flrangers  to  civil  commotions.  Amidft  this 
ftruggle  of  different  fa&ions  they  faw  no 
poft  tenable ;  and  as  they  defpaired  of  all 
the  efforts  they  could  make,  they  did  not 
think  that  they  failed  in  their  duty  by  not 
attempting  a  ufelefs  defence.  Their  fupport 
was  ftill  given  to  the  writings  and  fpeeches 
of  the  defenders  of  the  Clergy* 

I  am  very  far  from  blaming  the  motives 
of  the  Deputies  who  withdrew  themfelves 
at  this  period-  Without  a  doubt  they  were 
very  pure  and  very  laudable;  yet  it  is  but 
too  true  that  the  confequences  of  their  with- 
drawing were  difaftrouS.  How  many  un-* 
juft  and  atrocious  Decrees  might  we  not 
cite,  which  pafled  by  a  very  fmall  majority, 
and  which  their  votes  would  have  preveht- 
'ed  !  If  there  had  been  fufficient  unanimity 
in  the  Order  of  the  Clergy,  and  in  that  of 
the  Nobility,  to  have  induced  one  or  both 

of 
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of  them  to  have  retired  altogether  in  a  body, 
their  retreat  might  have  been  of  the  moft 
important  fervice ;  it  would  have  annulled 
all  the  A&s  of  that  Affembly  of  ufurpers, 
and  rendered  its  diflblution  inevitable ; 
whereas  a  partial -defertion  of  worthy  men 
from  all  the  Orders  could  but  enfure  a  ma- 
jority to  the  factious,  and  triumph  to  vil- 
lains. In  general,  in  thofe  great  political 
commotions  from  which  the  State  is  in 
danger,  no  mail  called  by  circugnilances  or 
his  duty  into  any  office  whatever,  can  leave 
it  with  honour,  and  without  failing  in  what 
he  owes  to  his  country ;  it  is  there,  and 
there  only,  that  it  has  need  of  his  fervice ; 
and  if  he  deferts  his  poft  he  renders  himfelf 
anfwerable  not  only  for  the  lofs  of  all  the 
good  he  could  have  done  in  it,  but  for  all 
the  evil  which  he  might  have  prevented. 

The  fear  of  feeing  the  National  Affembly 
transferred  to  Paris  not  only  made  a  great 
number  of  its  members  uneafy,  but  the  citi- 
zens of  Verfailles  alfo  began  to  be  alarmed 
at  it ;  they  who  two  days  Defore  had  ren- 
dered that  event  inevitable,  by  the  crimes 
for  which  they  had  given  the  figrral,  and  of 
which  they  had  fet  the  example  to  the  bri- 
gands of  Paris  J     What  indignation  muft  it 

M  2  npt 
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not  have  excited  to  hear  the  Municipality  of 
that  guilty  town  expreffing  at  the  bar  of  the 
Aflembly  "  the  for  row  of  its  inhabitants 
"  for  the  l°fs  they  had  experienced,  and  for 
"  that  with  which  they  were  threatened !  fup- 
"  plicating  the  Aflembly  not  to  defert  Vcr- 
**  failles,  but  to  be  the  interpreters  of  their 
"  love  to  the  King,  and  of  their  wifhes 
"  for  his  Majefty's  return  to  a  town  which 
"  had  been  for  two  centuries  the  cradle  and 
"  the  refidence  of  their  Kings  *."  The  Prefi- 
dent  politely  replied  to  this  fpeech,  that  the 
Aflembly  would  take  the  regrets  and  requeft 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Verfailles  into  confi- 
deration.  On  the  next  day,  however,  they 
received  the  letter  in  which  the  King  inform- 
ed them  of  his  determination  to  fix:  his  refi- 
dence at  Paris,  and  it  was  refolved  that  they 
fhould  remove  thither  as  foon  as  the  Com- 
miflioners  whom  they  appointed  fhould  have 
chofen  and  prepared  a  proper  place. 

*  The  refidence  of  our  Kings  had  rendered  the 
marJhy  and  unwholefome  hamlet  of  Verfailles  ojie  of 
the  mod  confiderable  towns  of  the  Kingdom.  Its  belt 
houfes  had  been  built  by  the  providers  or  the  penfioners 
of  the  Court,  and  all  the  inhabitants  owed  their  eafe  to 
its  favours,  or  to  the  advantages  arifing  from  its  refi- 
dence. 

The 


03CT.  1789.]        FREKCH    REVOLUTION,  165 

The  deliberations  of  the  Aflembly  were 
conftantly  interrupted  by  t  frefh  complaints 
of  threats  received  by  the  Deputies,  and  by 
motions  for  renewing  the  decree  which  had 
declared  them  inviolable,  for  fecuring  the 
ircedom  of  the  votes,  and  the  like.  In  order 
to  divert  the  difputes,  reproaches,  and  mu- 
tual charges  which  this  debate  gave  rife  to 
among  the  different  parties,  Mirabeau  had 
the  effrontery  to  advance,  that  the  fecret 
blows  given  to  the  AfTembly  proceeded 
froq|l  a  higher  quarter :  «•  It  is  publicly 
V  known  (faid  he)  that  a  Minifter,  and 
44  that  Minifter  is  M.  de  St.  Priejl,  faid  to 
**  the  phalanx  of  women  who  were  crying 
*'  for  bread,  When  you  had  but  one  King 
"  you  were  not  in  want  of  bread ;  now  that 
4*  you  have  twelve  hundred,  go  and  apply 
44  to  them."  He  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Reports  be  charged  to  inquire 
into  this  fad:.  M.  de  St.  Priejl,  however, 
refuted  the  accufation,  by  the  moft  formal 
contradiction,  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote  the 
fame  day  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  Mirabeau's  denunciation  was 
taken  no  farther  notice  of. 

At  the  fame  Sitting  a  Deputation  of  the 
M  3  Reprefen- 
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Reprefentatives  of  the  Commune  of  Paris 
went  and  exprefied  to  the  Aflembly  their 
extreme  joy  at  the  refolution  which  they 
had  taken  of  removing  their  Sittings  to  the 
Capital)  adding  "  the  affurance  of  the 
"  moft  profound  refpeft  of  all  the  inhabi- 
"  tants  of  Paris  for  the  decrees  of  the  Af- 
€l  fembly,  and  an  inviolable  promife  of  tak- 
"  ing  every  means  of  enfuring  the  tranquil* 
"  lity  and  freedom  of  their  deliberations, 
"  and  of  warranting  the  perfonal  inviolabi-* 
€C  lity  of  every  one  of  the  members,"  Tjhefe 
promifes  in  fome  meafure  quieted  the  appre- 
henfions  of  thofe  who  were  alarmed  for 
their  fafety ;  and  it  was  decreed  in  the  fol- 
lowing Sitting,  that  the  Aflembly  fhouid  re- 
move on  Monday  the  19th  of  O&ober,  and 
continue  their  meetings,  pro  tempore ',  at  the 
Palacetelonging  to  the  Archbifliop  of  Paris, 
till  the  place  where  they  were  to  be  perma- 
nently eftablifhed  was  prepared  for  their  re*, 
ception. 

Tranquillity  feemed  to  be  reftored  in  the 
Capital,  when  fome  expreflions  arifing  from 
the  Queen's  goodnefs,  mifunderftood,  or  mif- 
interpreted  to  the  people,  occafioned  a  fedi- 
tious  commotion,  in  confequence  of  which 
1  the 
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the  Repofitory  for  Pledges*  very  narrowly 
efcaped  being  pillaged.     The  Fifhwomenof 
Paris,  emboldened  by  the  gracious  manner 
with  which  the  Queen  had  received  them, 
applied  to  her  Majefty  to  obtain  by  her  in- 
terference  a  free  return   of  all  the  things 
pledged  at  the  Repofitory  for  a  fum  under 
four-and-twenty  livres.     Though  to  this  re- 
queft  the  Queen  had  only  anfwered  by  gene* 
ral  expreffions  of  good- will,  her  anfwer  was 
confidered  as  a  pofitive  promife :  it  was  even 
announced,  that  all  who  had  fuch  effects  in 
the  Repofitory  would  receive  them  on  pro- 
ducing cards  or  tickets  fealed,  which  were  to 
be  diftributed  among  them.     The  eagernefs 
to    obtain  thcfe  tickets  attra&ed   the  very 
X>ext  day  about  the  Thuilleries  an  immenfe 
mob,  whom  it  was  with  much  difficulty  the 
Guards  prevented  from  entering  the  Palace, 
by  afluring  them  that  the  tickets  they  were 
calling   loudly   for   were   not   to  be   given 
there.     It  was  then  fpread  gbout,  that  the 
diftribution  of  then*  was  made  q,t  the  Dif- 

*  The  Repofitory  for  Pledges,  Mont-d.e-Pl'cte,  was  an 
eftabliihment  inftituted  by  the  Government  to  prevent 
the  ruinous  pra&ice  and  ufury  of  pawnbrokers.  Pledges 
were  received,  a  third  of  the  real  value  Jent,  and  the  in- 
tcreft  was  very  moderate. 

M  4  '  tridlsj 
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tri<5ts ;  whither  the  crowd  immediately  ran. 
The  Commiffioners  of  the  Diftri<5ts,  not 
comprehending  what  was  meant  by  this  de- 
ipand  of  tickets,  and  not  being  authorifed  to 
give  any,  fent  them  all  away  very  much  dif- 
fatisfied.  Their  murmurs  were  foon  fol- 
lowed by  noifes  and  violent  threats  againft 
the  Repofitory ;  and  if  a  ftrong  guard  had 
not  been  immediately  fent  to  defend  it,  it 
would  infallibly  have  been  pillaged  or  burnt. 
The  King  was,  neverthelefs,  defirous  to 
realize,  as  far  as  the  exigencies  of  the  State 
would  fuffer  him,  the  hopes  which  the 
Queen's  expreffion  might  have  raifed :  he 
ordered  an  account  to  be  laid  before  him  of 
what  the  free  return  of  all  the  effedts  pledged 
at  the  Repofitory  for  lefs  than  twenty-*four 
livres  would  amount  to ;  and  finding  that 
the  expence  would  be  more  than  three  mil-* 
lions,  he  caufed  a  proclamation  to  be  iffued, 
expreffing,  in  the  moft  afFe&ing  manner,  his 
Majefty's  regret  af  not  being  able  to  extend 
as  far  as  he  could  wifli  the  comfort  of  the 
moft  indigent  clafs  of  the  Capital*  This 
proclamation  announced,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  free  return  of  all  winter  clothes  and 
linen  pledged  for  fums  under  twenty-foilr 
livres.     The  King  took  the  fum  required  for 

this 
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this  a£t  of  charity,  which  was  confiderablc^ 
from  his  own  private  purfe. 

The  inquiries  commenced  concerning*  the 
inftigators  of  the  outrages  of  the  5th  and 
6th  of  Q&ober,  and  what  tranfpired  from 
fome  depofitions  received  by  the  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  Ch^telet  appointed  to  conduct 
the  proceedings,  foon  fixed  the  public  atten- 
tion, The  witneffes  examined  fpoke  openly 
of  the  contents  of  their  depofitions »  from 
which  it  appeared,  that  the  infurredion  of 
the  5th  of  October  had  been  fecretly  di- 
rected by  leaders  who  were  pointed  out, 
and  had  been  encouraged  by  diftributions  of 
money  and  brandy,  which  was  imputed  to  a 
fadfcion :  the  Duke  of  Orleans  was  named, 
and  feveral  Members  of  the  Affembly  with 
him.  Violent  motions  were  made  againft 
him  every  day,  even  in  the  Palais-Royal, 
which  the  people  talked  of  burning;  and 
alfo  of  puniftiing  the  Duke  of  Orleans  as  a 
traitor,  who  had  only  taken  the  mafk  of 
patriotifm  to  deceive  the  Nation,  and  to 
make  them  the  ijiflrument  of  his  ambitious 
projects. 

At  the  fame  time  he  was  extolled  by  fe- 
veral revolutionary  journalifts,  who,  labour- 
ing. 
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ing  to  divert  the  agitati6n  of  the  people  into 
a  contrary  channel,  were  daily  denouncing 
new  plots  of  their  o^n  invention,  anti-patri- 
otic enrolments,  pretended  collections  of 
arms  made  by  the  Ariftocrats,  and  the  like. 
The  various  commotions  produced  by  thefe 
fufpicions  and  agitations  were  preparing  the 
way  for  a  new  explofion,  the  iffue  of  which 
the  prefence  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  his 
riches,  the  talents  of  his  Counfellors,  and 
the  villainy  of  his  agents,  might,  have  ren- 
dered doubtful.  M.  de  la  Fayette  was  {o 
much  alarmed  as  to  propofe  removing  the 
Duke,  as  a  meafure  indifpenfable  for  the  re- 
ftoration  of  public  tranquillity,  and  even  for 
the  fafety  of  the  Royal  Family,  and  under- 
took to  perfuade  him  to  leave  the  kingdom : 
to  do  which  it  was  only  neceffary  to  frighten 
him,  and  nothing  was  eafier.  This  negotia- 
tion did  not  take  up  much  time,  and  the  par- 
ticulars of  it  are  ftill  unknown  :  the  promife 
given  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  that  they 
fhould  be  kept  fecret,  has  been  held  facred, 
and  M.  de  la  Fayette  is  the  only  perfon 
now  who  can  tell  the  whole ;  a  part  was 
told  by  Mirabeau,  at  the  time  that  the 
report  was  made  to  the  Affembly  of  the  pro- 
ceedings 
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ccediftgs  at  the  Chatelet   againft   the  out- 
rages of  the  5th  and  6th  of  October. 

"  I  learn  from  public  report,  (faid  he) 
4€  that  after  a  converfation .  between  M. 
*'  d 'Orleans  and  M.  de  la  Fayette,  very 
M  imperious  on  one  fide,  and  very  refigned 
*€  on  the  other,  the  former  has  accepted  a 
**  miffion,  or  rather  has  received  orders  fo 
"  go  to  England.  I  inftantly  forefaw  the 
"  confequences  df  fuch  a  ftep.  To  make 
€i  the  friends  of  liberty  uneafy,  to  fpread 
"  clouds  over  the  principles  of  the  Revolu- 
"  tion,  to  furnilh  a  new  pretext  to  the  dif- 
*'  contented,  to  feclude  the  King  more  and 
"  more,  and  to  fow  both  [at  home  and 
"  -abroad  frefli  feeds  of  diftruft,  are  the  ef- 
"  fe&s  which  this  precipitate  departure, 
"  which  this  condemnation  without  accu- 
*€  fation  muft  produce.  Above  all,  it  leaves 
. 4€  without  a  rival  the  man,  whom  the  fortune 
,f  of  events  has  raifed  to  a  new  Di&ator- 
"  Ihip;  the  man  who  at  this  moment  is 
"  adjufting  in  the  bofom  of  liberty  a  Police 
"  more  expeditious  than  that  of  the  old 
?c  fyftem  ;  the  man  who  by  that  Police  has 
c*  juft  received  a  body  of  accufation  without 
if  accufing;  the  man  who  by  infifting  on 
"  M.  d'Orlians'  departure,  inftead  of  im- 

"  peaching 
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"  peaching  him  if  he  were  guilty,  had  en- 
"  croached  upon,  the  inviolability  of  th$ 
"  Members  of  the  Affembly.  My  refolu- 
"  tion  was  taken  immediately ;  and  I  tol4 
/•  M*  dc  Biron*  with  whom  I  never  had 
4<  any  political  connexion,  though  I  have 
«•  ever  greatly  efteemed  him,  and  from 
M  whom  I  have  feveral  times  received 
M  friendly  fervices,  that  M.  d' Orleans  was 
,c  unthinkingly  about  to  leave  the  poft  which 
Ai  his  Conftituents  had  confided  to  him; 
/'  that,  if  he  did,  \  {hould  denounce  and 
"  oppofe  his  departure;  if  he  remained, 
J<  and  difcovered  the  invifible  hand  that  at- 
**  tempted  to  remove  him,  I  would  "de- 
"  nounce  the  authority  that  fuperfedes  that 
"of  the  laws  :  let  him  take  which  of  thefe 
"  alternatives  he  pleafed.  M.  dc  Biron 
"  anfwered  me  with  high-flown  fentiments, 
"  fuch  as  I  expe&ed ;  and  M.  dy  Orleans  % 
"  on  being  made  acquainted  with  my  deterr 
4  *  ruination,  promifed  to  follow  my  advice ; 
tl  but  the  very  next  day,  while  I  was  in  the 
"  Affembly,  I  received  a  note  from  Mm  de 
y  Biron,  which  informed  me  of  the  Duke's 
,"  departure.  I  confefs,  that  in  a  tranfport 
"  of  indignation  I  made  ufe  of  an  expref- 
"  flon,  which  the  reporter  (hould  have  made 

"  known, 
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"  known,  to  take  the  liberty  of  taxing  it 
•*  with  indifcretion,  and  which  I  think 
"  myfelf  was  infolent." 

This  expreffion  was  the  fame  that  Do&or 
Fijfe,  the  55th  witnefs,  declared  in  his  depofi- 
tion  was  ufed  by  Mirabeau  in  the  Aflembly, 
to  the  perfons  about  him,   when  he  fhowed 
them  the  letter  informing  him  of  the  depar- 
ture of  the  Duke  of  Orleans :    "   There, 
"  read  !  (faid  he,)     He  is  a  daftardly  var-. 
"  let;  a  dirty  fcoundrel,  that  does  not  de- 
**  ferve  the  trouble  that  has  been  taken  for 
#t  him."     The  fame  witnefs  alfo  declared  in 
his  depofition,  "That  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
"  being  determined  to  go  over  to  England, 
"  Mirabeau,  to  divert  liim  from  his  purpofe, 
"  had  told  him  that  there  were  only  fufpi- 
"  cions  againft  him ;  that  on  this  obferva- 
€i  tion,  the  Duke  of  Orleans  had  refolved 
"  not  to  go;    that   Mirabeau   had  agreed 
"  with  him  to  denounce  him ;  and  that  on 
<c  the   day   appointed    for  that  purpofe  he 
f<  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Duke*  of 
f<  Orleans,   confiding  of    thefe   words  :    / 
11  have  changed  my  opinion;  do  nothing  ; 
"  we  will  meet  to-night  " 

For  want  of  the  light  which  M.  de  la  * 

Fayette 
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Fayette  might  throw  upon  thiscircumftance, 
we  are  under  the  neceflity  of  fearching  for 
the  truth  in  Mirabeau's  account,  cor  reded 
by  the  depofition  I  have  quoted.  The  pro- 
mife  made  by  Mirabeau  to  the  Duke*  of 
Orleans  >  to  denounce  him  to  the  Affembly, 
is  very  eafily  explained.  It  would  have 
been  the  part  of  a  real  friend  to  have  de- 
nounced him  before  the  proceedings  were 
more  advanced ;  it  would  have  been  bring- 
ing on  his  trial  at  a  time  when  there  only 
exifted  fufpicions  againft  him,  and  when 
cotifequently  the  impoffibility  of  condemn- 
ing him  would  have  effe&ed  his  acquittal. 
It  is  certain,  at  leaft,  that  this  hope  made 
fufficient  impreflion  upon  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
to  make  him  hefitate  whether  he  fhouki 
keep  his  word  of  going  to  England  or  not. 
Then  it  was,  no  doubt,  that  M .  de  la  Fay- 
ette affumed  towards  him  the  imperious  and 
menacing  tone.  He  even  ftrengthened  his 
menaces  with  a  ftep  the  moft  likely  to  con- 
vince him  of  their  being  very  ferious.  On 
the  13th  of  O&ober  he  fent  an  Officer  of 
the  National  Guard  to  Verfailles,  -com— 
miffioned  tp  demand  of  the  Affembly, 
on  his  part,   a  decree,    declaring,   that  Jno 

place 
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place  was  privileged  for  perfons  guilty  of 
the  crime  of  treafon  againft  the  Nation  ;  and 
the  Affcmbly  had  immediately  decreed,  that 
State  Criminals  might  be  arretted  in  any 
place  wherever  they  were  to  be  found.  The 
Duke  of  Orleans  being  frightened  no  longer 
hefitated ;  and  the  next  day,  at  the  opening 
of  the  Sitting,  the  President  announced  that 
the  Duke  demanded  a  paflport  for  England, 
whither  he  was  going  on  a  miflion  of  a  very 
urgent  nature.  This  demand  was  accom- 
panied by  a  letter  from  M.  de  Montmorin, 
informing  the  Prefident  that  the  inftrudtions 
to  be  given  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans  were  pre- 
paring with  great  hafte.  It  is  more  thai1! 
probable,  that  to  obtain  and  reward  this  con- 
defcenfion,  M>  de  la  Fayette  engaged  to  fay 
nothing,  in  his  depofition  at  the  Chatelet, 
which  could  expofe  the  Duke:  if  it  were 
fo,  it  was  promifing  tp  take  a  falfe  oath,  and 
M •  de  la  Fayette  kept  this  promife  moft/ 
fcrupuloufly ;  he  fwore  in  the  face  of  juftice 
that  he  fpoke  all  he  knew,  and  his  depofi- 
tion is  one  of  the  moil  infignificant  in  the 
whole  proceedings. 

The  lali  Sittings  held  by  the  Affcmbly  a* 
Verfaillcs  were  employed  in  difcuffing  and 

decreeing 
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decreeing  fome  Conftitutional  Articles ;  and 
particularly  that  by  which  the  title  of  King 
of  France  and  Navarre  was  abolifhed,  not* 
withftanding  the  remonftrances  of  the  Depu- 
ties of  Navarre :  King  of  the  French  was 
judged  lefs  defpotic,  more  conformable  to 
the  unity  of the  Monarchy,  and  more. proper 
to  recall  to  the  minds  of  Kings,  that  they 
are  the  chiefs  of  men9  and  not  the  owners 
and  maflers  of  the  land.  In  this  manner  it 
was,  that  in  this  Affembly  of  the  Lycurgufes 
of  a  day,  round  fonorous  phrafes  were  al- 
ways enough  to  enfure  the  fuccefs  of  the 
moll  extravagant  innovations.  In  fadts  if 
there  could  be  a  fuppofition  more  abfurd 
than  that  of  a  King  the  mafter  of  any  coun- 
try whatever,  without  being  the  chief  obeyed 
by  all  thofe  who  inhabit  it,  it  would  be 
that  of  a  Kingdom,  the  King  of  which,  fuffi- 
ciently  powerful  to  compel  the  obedience  of 
all  his  fubje&s,  was  not  the  mafter  of  the 
country.  What  means  would  the  King 
have  in  the  firft:  cafe  for  preferving,  for  a 
fingle  ihftant,  the  fovereignty  over  the  coun- 
try ?  and  in  the  fecond,  who  would  be  able, 
or  who  would  dare  to  difpute  it  with  him  ? 
Alas  !  there  was  nothing  more  remaining  for 

Louis 
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Louis  XVl.  thin  the  empty  title  o£  King  of 
France,  when  the  Affembly  ftripped  him  of 
it  to  fubftitute  that  of  King  of  the  French, 
which  was  no  fefs  empty*  The  French  no 
longer  obeyed  him,  and  the  whole  of  France, 
not  even  excepting  the  patrimonial  domains 
of  the  Royal  Family,  was  about  to  become 
the  property  of  the  Nation* 


Vol.  tt.  N  CHAF- 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 


The  King  obliged  to  difmifs  the  Gardes-du- 
Corps — The  AJfembly  remove  to  Paris?— 
A  Baker  hanged  by  the  People,  and  his 
Head  placed  on  a  Pike — Martial  Law 
decreed— Denunciations  againjl  the  Mi- 
niftefs — The  Affembly fend  for  th6  Keeper 
of  the  Seals — Memorial  of  the  Miniflers 
addrejfed  to  the  Affembly — Debate  on  the 
Property  of  the  Clergy ;  which  is  decreed 
to  be  at  the  Difpofal  of  the  Nation — Af- 
femblies  of  the  Nobility  in  fever al  Pro* 
vinces ;   the  Advantage  that  might    be 
made  of  them — The  ConduSl  of  the  Af- 
fembly  on  the  Occafion — The  Affembly 
fufpend  all  the  Parliaments  of  the  King* 
dom — The  Condufiofthe  Courts  ofVaca* 
1  tions 
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turns — Weaknefs  of  the  Mint/try— Man- 
date of  the  Bijhofi  of  Treguier — The 
States  of  Cambrejis  recall  their  Deputies 
to  the  Ajfembly,  and  annul  their  Powers 
-*  The  Ajffembly  declare  that  Proceeding 
Void* 

I  HE  ancient  Palace  of  the  Thuilleries, 
which  had  been  uninhabited  fince  the  mino- 
rity of  Louis  XV.  was  not  fitted  to  any  of 
thofe  enjoyments  of  luxury,  pleafure,  and 
convenience,  which  habit  renders  a  want, 
and  which  the  King  was  accuftomed  to  find 
in  all  the  other  Royal  feats.  But  Louis 
XVI.  thought  nothing  of  the  lofs  of  his  per~ 
fonal  enjoyments,  in  the  hope  that  his  pre- 
fence  would  reftore  order  to  the  Capital; 
where  he  was  hardly  arrived,  when  the  Pari- 
sians were  barbarous  enough  to  wring  from 
him  a  much  more  painful  facrifice.  His 
brave  Gardes-du-Corps^  whofe  fidelity  and 
heroic  devotion  had  been  lately  fo*  wonder- 
fully difplayed,  excited  the  jealoufy  of  the 
Parifians;  who  ought  to  have  experienced 
no  other  fentiment  in  refpe£t  of  them,  than 
an  anxiety  to  repair  the  unheard  of  cruelties 
and  numberlcfs  outrages  committed  upon 
thofe  worthy  and  loyal  Knights.  Not  fatif- 
N  %  ficd 
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fied  with  feeing  the  French  Guards  re-in- 
flated in  all  the  polls  occupied  by  them  be- 
fore their  defection,  th6  pfcople  infifted  that 
the  duty  performed  by  the  Garde$-du-C&rp$ 
within  the  Palace,  about  the  King  and  his 
family,  fhould  be  taken  by  the  National 
Guard  ;  to  which  his  Majefty  was  forced  to 
Cbnfent. 

Paris  remained  tranquil  for  ihe  firft  fort- 
night after  the  Ki tig's  arrival.  On  Monday 
the  i  gth  of  Odtober  the  Affembly  proceeded 
to  bufinefs  in  the  Capital.  The  firft  day 
paffed  in  deputations  and  harangues  to  the 
King,  and  from  the  Municipality  to  the  Af- 
fembly. But  next  morning  new  mobs  col- 
lected about  the  doors  of  the  bakers*  One 
of  thefe,  falfely  accufed  of  concealing  his 
bread,  by  a  woman  who  could  not  procure 
any,  was  conducted  to  the  Hotel-de-Ville  by 
the  National  Guard.  The  Reprefentatives 
of  the  Comifiune,  having  taken  the  depofi- 
tions  of  his  neighbours,  and  of  the  Deputies 
of  his  Diftrift,  who  all  attefted  that  fince  the 
Revolution  he  had  rendered  the  greateft  fer- 
vices  to  his  quarter,  by  baking  ten  batches 
of  bread  in  a  day,  ufed  every  effort  to  calm 
the  people  j  and  to  convince  them  of  the 
baker's  innocence,  but  were  only  anfwered 

Avith 
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with  fhouts  of  fury  and  the  moil  violent 
threats.  One  of  the  Reprefentatives  was 
feized  by  the  collar  by  thofe  furies,  and  de- 
tained as  a  hoftage  in  a  corner  of  the  Hall. 
He  was  told  that  his  head  fhould  anfwer  for 
the  efcape  of  the  accufed  perfon.  The 
ftorm  increafed,  from  the  immenfe  crowd 
which  the  National  Guard  had  fuffered  to 
enter  the  ffotel-de-Ville  without  the  flighted 
refinance.  Still  the  Committee  of  Police 
made  a  laft  effort  to  fave  this  unfortunate 
leaker ;  propofing  to  examine  him  in  the 
great  Hall,  in  the  prefence  of  the ,  people -9 
who  fhould  pronounce  his  fete  after  having 
heard  him,  But  the  people  did  not  want  to 
judge,  they  wanted  to  cut  the  throat  of  their 
victim,  jnd  did  cut  his  throat ;  for  I  heard 
fronj  an  eye-iyitn,ef$,  that  this  baker,  who 
\vag  certainjy  farrigd  to  the  lantern,  merely 
through  form,  was  not  dead  when  his  head 
was  cut  off,  to  place  it  according  to  cuftom 
on  &  pike,  and  carry  it  through  the  ftreets  in 
triumph.  The  wife  of  this  unfortunate 
man,  who  was  at  the  time  three  months  ad- 
vanced in  pregnancy,  running  up  to  his  af- 
fiftance,  faw  the  bloody  head  of  her  hufband, 
and,  at  the  fight  of  the  horrible  trophy,  fell 

N  3  breathlefs, 
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breathlefs,  as  if  fhe  had  been  ftruck  with 
lightning. 

A  Deputation  of  the  Reprcfentativcs  of 
the  Commune  went  immediately  to  the  Af- 
fembly,  to  give  an  account  of  this  event, 
The  mournful  complaints  and  avowals  con* 
tained  in  the  recital  of  thofe  Deputies  wou!4 
prove,  if  it  were  needful,  th^t  it  is  much 
eafier  to  ufurp  the  fupreme  power  than  tQ 
exercife  it  *.  It  is  an  inftrument  for  which 
all  hands  are  not  fit ;  force  is  enough  to  take 
hold  of  it  and  r?ufe  it,  but  it  requires  ability, 
wifdom,  and  long  ufe,  to  handle  it  properly, 

It  was  on  this  occafion,  and  at  the  fame 
Sitting,  that  martial  law  was  decreed  againft 
mobs,  in  fpitc  of  the  oppofition  of  Robefi 
pierre,  who  thought  this  ftep  too  vio- 
lent, and  wifhed  wife  meafures  to  be  taken 
in  order  to  difcover  the  fource  of  the  eyil. 

*  "  Wc  have  been  threatened  and  ftruck  by  women  j 
{<  our  heads  were  made  to  anfwer  for  that  of  the  baker, 
f  <  We  come  to  implore  your  afliftance  ;  we  are  without 
f*  force,  and  without  provifions.  We  befeech  you,  in 
"  the  name  of  humanity,  to  aid  us,  and  decree  martial 
"  law.  Mud  we  tell  it.  Gentlemen  ?  our  foldiers  fell 
"  back !  our  foldiers  deferted  us !  We  pray  you  to  pro-. 
f  5  vide  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  Capital." 

Speech  of  the  Deputation  of  the  Commune. 

ff  Tq 
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To  difeoncert  (added  he)  the  Confpiracy, 
which  perhaps  at  the  moment  I  am  fpealo 
ing  leaves  us  no  alternative  but  to  facri- 
*-*  fice  ourfelves  brilliantly*  It  is  neceffary 
M  to  appoint  a  tribunal  truly  National — it  is 
M  neceffary  to  hear  the  Committee  of  Re- 
M  ports— to  hear  the  Committee  of  Inquiry 
M  — -to  difcover  the  confpiracy— to  ftifle  the 
"  confpiraey."  M,  de  Cazalcs  flopped 
him,  by  calling  upon  him  to  explain  his 
notions  refpe&ing  a  confpiracy,  or  of  being 
held  criminal  towards  the  Nation  and  to- 
wards the  Affeinbjy. 

Juftice  for  a  moment  refumed  her  courfe ; 
the  baker's  murderer,  was  arretted  the  fame 
day,  condemned  to  death,  and  executed  next 
morning  with  another  villain  convidted  of 
having  diftribyted  hand-bills  exciting  an 
jnfurredtion. 

The  Royal  Family  were  deeply  affe&ed 
to  find  thefe  exceffes  of  pbpuiar  fury,  thefe 
bloody  fcenes,  fo  fuddenly  renewed,  and  al- 
moft  before  their  eyes#  The  King  and 
Queen  immediately  fent  to  the  baker's 
widow,  to  inform  her  how  much  they  felt 
for  her  misfortune.  Their  Majefties  charged 
the  Duke  de  Liancourt  to  go  and  affure  her 
of  their  protedion,  and  to  give  her  for  them 
N  4  afum 
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a  film  of  two  thoufand  crowns,  to  aflift  her 
in  carrying  on  her  bufinefs.  The  Com- 
mune alio  deputed  fome  of  their  Members 
to  go  and  confole  her,  and  offer  her  aflift- 
ance:  but  the  unfortunate  young  woman, 
a  widow  in  the  fpfing  of  life,  and  dying  her- 
felf  with  defpair,  afked,  as  the  only  favour, 
that  the  laft  duties  might  be  paid  to  the  fad 
remains  of  Jier  hufband.  He  was  buried 
honourably,  and  feveral  Members  of  the 
Commune  attended  his  funeral. 

The  National  AfTcmbly  in  changing  their 
place  of  meeting  did  not  change  their  plan. 
At  Paris  as  at  Verfailles  they  continued  to  ac- 
cufe  the  Executive  Power,  and  the  negligence 
or  perfidy  of  its  agents,  of  all  the  troubles 
and  calamities  that  affli&cd  France.  In  the 
vtxy  fecond  Sitting  at  the  Capital,  they  called 
for  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals  to  give  ap  account 
of  his  conduct,  and  particularly  of  the  motives 
for  his  delays  in  the  difperfion  and  publica* 
tion  of  the  decrees  of  the  Affembly. 

The  next  day  they  decreed,  that  the  Mini- 
ftcrs  fhould  declare  pofitively  what  were  the 
means  and  the  refources  which  the  National 
Affembly  could  furnifli  them  with,  to  enable 
them  to  fecure  fubfiftence  for  the  Kingdom, 
and  particularly  for  the  Capital ;  fo  that  the 

Affembly, 
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Aflcmbly,  on  doing  all  that  was  in  thei* 
power  for  that  purpofe,  might  depend  upon 
the  laws  being  executed,  qx  render  the  Mini-* 
fters  and  other  agents  of  Adininiftration  re«» 
fponfible  for  the  negled  of  them.  This  de* 
cree  was  paffed  ^t  the  fame  Sitting  in  which 
the  Keeper  of  the  Seals  had  bepn  heard,  and 
had  given  the  moft  fatisfadtory  account  of 
his  conduct  and  of  that  of  his  colleagues,  of 
their  zeal,  and  of  the  purity  of  their  inten-r 
tions. 

The  Minifters  did  not  fall  into  the  fnarq 
that  was  laid  for  them  by  this  Decree ;  and 
their  anfwer  fo  much  embarraffed  their  an- 
tagonifts,  that  after  hearing  it  read  no  one 
rofe  to  reply  to  it :  and  the  Affertibly  not 
knowing  how  to  aft,  adjourned;  after  they 
had  refolved,  however,  that  the  Minifters* 
Memorial  (hould  not  bd  printed. 

This  Memorial  contained  a  faithful  report 
of  the  efforts  which  the  King  had  never 
ceafed  making  to  fecure  fupplies  of  provi- 
lion  for  the  Capital ;  of  the  refources  that 
might  be  expedted  from  the  neighbouring 
provinces  and  from  abroad;  of  the  mea- 
fures  taken  to  prevent  exportation ;  of  the 
means  ufed  to  encourage  the  interior  circu- 
lation; of  the  obfocjes  raifed  to  it  by  the 

©ppofition 
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opposition  of  the  provinces,  towns,  and  vil- 
lages, in  fpitc  of  the  decrees  of  the  National 
Affcmbly,  which  had  not  yet  acquired  the 
etfcendant  which,  no  doubt,  they,  would  ac- 
quire in  time.  I4  The  difficulties  which 
••  obftruft  their  execution,"  obferved  the 
Miniilers,  "  arife  from  the  difojbedience  of 
w  the  perfons  employed,  from  the  tribu-^ 
••  nals  being  difcouragcd  and  difguftcd,  and 
%t  from  the  abufe  of  thp  liberty  of  the  prefs  x 
M  the  Committees,  Diftri&s,  and  National 
•*  Guard,  alj  prefent  a  picture  of  divifion, 
€%  Peace  is  every  where  fought  in  vain ;  fub^ 
*'  ordination,  which  enfures  it,  is  no  where 
"  to  be  found. — Who  could  point  out  what 
**  it  would  be  nceeflary  to  do,  fo  that  tho 
"  refponfibility  demanded,  and  the  fecurity 
"  on  the  part  of  the  Miniftcrs,  would  not 
fl  be  the  height  of  imprudence  ? — We  de* 
u  cjare  to  you  that  we  enter  into  no  fuch 
fi  engagement;  that  if  you  pcrfift  in  re* 
••  quiring  it  in  the  name  of  the  Nation,  wc 
41  lhall  reiign  our  places  to  men  who  may 
"  be  ra(h  enough  to  encounter  without  ap-* 
"  prehenfion  the  hazard  of  circumftances, 
t*  —It  would  be  necefl&ry  to  be  called  to 
"  deliberate  aftiong  you,  or  at  leaft  in  con- 
11  ference   with   fome    of   your   Members, 

"  upon 


0cf.  1739.3        FRENCH   REVOLUTION.         187 

'•'upon  the  queftions  that  have  occupied 
*•  you  for  fome  months  %  it  would  be  alfo 
**  neceffary  to  banifh  aH  diftruft;  it  would 
M  be  neceffary  to  have  a  confidence  found* 
ff  ed  on  efteem.  If  other  perfons  have  ths 
*'  means  which  we  have  not,  point  them 
'*  out  to  us  and  we  will  meet  them.  It  re- 
*'  quires  more  courage  to  keep  fuch  places 
fl  than  to  refign  them," 

Such  was,  thus  early,  the  infignificant 
^nd  wretched  part  which  the  King's  Mini- 
fters  were  reduced  to  play.  Denounced,  ac- 
pufed,  and  fent  for  on  every  queftion,  they 
fpent  their  time  in  detecting  impoftures.— 
Mr.  Necker  himfelf  could  only  groan  and 
fink  vifibly  into  nothing,  while  the  Aflem- 
bly  purfued  as  rapidly  as  audacioufly  their 
fyftem  of  deftrudtion  and  ufurpation.  Before 
they  left  Verfaillcs  they  had  opened  the  debate 
relative  to  the  poffeffions  of  the  Clergy, 
*'  the  property  of  which  (according  to  the 
Bifhop*  of  Autun's  motion  *)  "  ought  to  be 
1*  declared  to  belong  to  the  Nation,  provid- 
**  ing,  neverthelefs,  in  a  proper  manner  for 
*•  the  decency  of  wprfliip,  the  maintenance 
f  •  of  the  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel,  and  the 

f  In  the  Sitting  of  the  icth  of  Oftober. 

*•  relief 
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«<  relief  of  th*  Poor.*     The  l^w  of  the 
{Jropgeft  being  the  only  one  that  could  be 
applied  to  for  the  fuppprt  of  a  motion  fo 
contrary  to  all  the  principles  and  laws  of 
every  country;  they  who  brought  this  ques- 
tion fonyard  judged  it  would  be  important 
fp  defey  the  decifion  of  it  till  the  time  came 
when  their  arguments  might  be  feconded  by 
the  manoeuvres  of  the  ftock-jobbers,  by  the 
vociferations  apd  menaces  pf  the  brigands  of 
the  Capital*  and  even  by  the  proximity  of 
the  fatal  lanterri.     For  this  purpofe  this  im- 
portant difcuffion,  which  was  entered  upon 
in  the  Sifting  of  the  12th  of  O&ober,  on  a 
motion  of  Mirabem's  tending  to  eilablilh  the 
principles  contained  in  that  of  the  Bifliop  of 
Autun>  was  interrupted  by  other  motions, 
or  by  debate?  on  fome  conftitutional  points, 
and  was  not  refumed  at  Paris  till  the  23d  of 
the  fame  month.    The  rights  of  the  Clergy, 
defended  eloquently,   logically,  and  learn- 
edly, by  the   Archbifliop  of  Aix  and  the 
Abbe  Maury,  were  attacked  only  with  fo~ 
phifms,    declamations,    or  grofs  jefts    on 
monks  and  nuns ;  but  the  Nation,  that  is  to 
fay,  the  chofen  brigands,  with  whom  care 
had  been   taken   to    fill   the  galleries   and 
avenues  of  the   Hall,  pleading  and  voting 

after 
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after  their  foihion  for  the  plunder  of  the 
Clergy,  it  was  decreed  by  the'  following 
Adfc:— 

"  The  National  Aflfembly  decree,  ift,  That 
€€  all  Ecclefiaftical  Property  is  at  the  difpo- 
fal  of  the  Nation,  but  charged  with  pro* 
viding,  in  a  proper  manner,  for  the  ex- 
pences  of  Divine  Worfhip,  the  main- 
tl  tenance  of  its  Minifters,  and  the  relief  of 
<s  the  Poor,  under  the  infpedtion  and  ac- 
"  cording  to  the  inftru&ions  of  the  Pro- 
"  vinces. 

11  2dly,  That  in  the  dffpofition  to  be 
<f  made  for  fupplying  the  Minifters  of  Re- 
"  ligion,  the  fums  to  be;  fettled  on  Cures 
"  fhall  in  no  inftance  be  lefs  than  1200  li- 
"  vres,  exclufive  of  the  houfe  and  garden 
"  appendant*." 

The 

*  This  Decree,  on  which  the  votes  were  counted, 
faffed  by  568  againft  346  :  there  were  40  votes  null.  If 
the  246  members  who  were  abfent  from  this  Sitting  had 
attended,  and  voted  againft  the  Decree,  h  would  havt 
been  rejected  by  592  voices  againft  568.  Perfons  fond 
of  the  ridiculous,  remarked  that  it  was  on  le  jour 
Des  morts,  (All  Souls  day)  Nov.  2,  1789,  on  the  mo- 
ttonof  a  prelate  (the  Bifhop  d'Autun),  while  the  Clergy's 
Counfel  (Camus)  Was  Prefident,  and  in  the  Hall  of 

the 


ig»  .    ANNAtS  OF   TrtE  [Oer.  <7?^ 

'The  intervals  in  the  difcuffion  of4  this 
grand  bufinefs  feafonably  managed  to  weaken 
the  impreffions  that  might  have  been  left 
by  the  fpeeches  favourable  to  the  Clergy, 
were  filled  up  with  denunciations  of  infur-- 
regions  on  account  of  the  want  of  provi- 
fions,  with  fome  Decrees  of  conftitutional 
articles,  and  with  debates  that  took  place  on 
the  conduct  of  the  Nobility  in  fome  Pro- 
vinces ;  a  condudl  at  which  the  Aflembly 
were  greatly  alarmed  :  and  it  was  not  with- 
out reafon,  for  they  and  the  Revolution 
would  have  been  annihilated  in  lefs_  than  a 
month,  if  they  had  not  taken  the  prompteft 
meafures  to  prevent  the  conduct  of  thofe 
Provinces  from  being  followed  by  the  others. 
This  circumftance  is  too  important  to  be 
paffed  over  without  fome  notice  of  the  lead- 
ing points. 

The  Nation  did  not  look  upon  the  out- 
rages of  the  5th  and  6th  of  Odfcober  as 
phlegmatically  as  their  Reprefentatives  did. 
They  had  excited  the  moft  general  indigna- 
tion, and  cries  of  vengeance  were  heard  in 

the  Archbifhop  of  Path's  -Palace,  that  the  National 
Aflembly  had  declared,  that  all  the  property  ©f  the 
Clergy  was  at  the  difpofal  of  the  Nation* 

every 
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every  part  of  the  Kingdom.  The  interme- 
diate Commifllon  of  Dauphin6  had  convoked 
the  States  of  that  Province.  The  Nobility 
of  Britany  had  affembled  at  St.  Malo  :  thofe 
of  Languedoc  at  Touloufe.  In  this  laft 
town  ninety  Gentlemen  and  eighty  Members 
of  the  Parliament  aflembled,  and  entered  in* 
to  a  Refolution,  of  which  the  following  is 
the  fubftance : 

44  The  Nobility  of  Languedoc,  deeply 
"  afflided  at  the  misfortunes  of  the  State, 
"  and  at  the  outrage  committed  againft  the 
"  facred  perfon  of  the  King,  are  bound  to 
44  take  a  firm  and  .  prudent  part  to  re-efta- 
"  bliih  peace,  and  reftore  tranquillity  to 
44  the  moft  virtuous  and  moft  unfortunate 
44  of  Kings.  The  Nobility  publicly  dif- 
"avow  the  tranfadtions  entered  into  by 
44  their  Reprefentatives.  They  confider  it 
44  as  a  moft  urgent  duty  to  engage  the  other 
"  Orders  to  affemble,  in  order  to  reftore  to 
"  Religion  its  influence,  to  the  Laws  their 
44  force  and  energy,  to  the  Monarch  his  law* 
44  fiil  authority,  and,  for  they  dare,  to  fay 
44  it,  his  liberty !  The  Aflembly  have  ia 
44  confequence  charged  four  Commiflioners 
44  to  communicate  the  prefent  Refolution  to 

"  the 
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u  the  Clergy  and  Municipal  Officers,  and 
*•  to  invite  them  to  convoke  the  Aflemblies 

"  of  their  refpe&ive  Orders." 

-  # 

Thefe  Aflemblies  were  certainly  contrary 
to  the  ordinances  of  the  Kingdom,  and  to 
the  Decrees  of  the  National  Aflembly ;  but 
they  were  fo  evidently  authorifed,  and  even 
Commanded,  by  the  fupreme  law  of  the  fafety 
of  the  State,  that  there  remained  at  that  pe- 
riod ho  other  means  of  faving  the  Monarchy 
and  the  King.*  In  fadt,  there  is  no  doubt, 
if  the  Bailiwick  Aflemblies  of  the  three 
Orders  had  been  able  to  aflemble  at  the  fame 
time  throughout  the  Kingdom,  that  they 
would  have  voted,  either  unanimoufly  or  by 
an  immenfe  majority ;  for  the  revocation  of 
thofe  faithlefs  Deputies,  who  had  fo  raftily 
violated  their  inftru6tions  only  to  overthrow 
or  ufurp  every  thing.  But  unfortunately 
this  fimultaneous  aflembling  could  not  be 
effected  without  the  King's  interference  j 
and  his  Majefty  had  no  Minifter  about  him 
faithful  enough,  or  who  poflefled  fufficient 
energy  to  think  of  or  attempt  executing  fuch 
a  meafure.  It  was  more  particularly  Mr* 
Nccker's  duty :  it  was  what  he  ought  to  have 
propofed  on  the  horrid  morning  of  the  Oth 

of 
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of  O&ober,  when  he  was  only  remarked  in 
the  Council  Chamber  by  his  deep  fighs,  and 
his  profound  and  fterile  reverie.  What  con- 
folation,  what  confidence,  what  hope  would 
it  not  have  given  to  the  Royal  Family,  if, 
at  the  moment  of  the  reconciliation  of 
the  Gardes-du-Corps  with  the  People,  he 
had  faid  to  the  King:  "  Sire,  all  is  fafe. 
"  Let  us  blefs  Providence,  who  feems  to 
"  have  permitted  fo  many  crifies,  in  order 
"  to  point  out  and  render  lawful  and  infal- 
"  lible  the  only  meafure  which  can  prevent 
"  new  dangers  from  attending  the  State  and 
"  yourfelf.  The  clamours  which  call  you 
"  to  Paris  do  not  exprefs  the  wifhes  of  the 
11  People,  but  of  the  Fadlious;  be  careful 
"  not  to  yield  to  them.  I  will  immediately 
"  go  myfelf  and  declare  to  the  People,  who 
"  are  mifled,  but  who  love  you  and  have 
"  confidence  in  me,  that  after  a  night  of 
"  fuch  agitation  your  Majefty  has  need  of 
"  reft.  I  will  promifc  in  your  name,  that 
"  you  will .  honour  the  Capital  with  your 
"  prefence  as  foon  as  tranquillity  is  efta- 
11  blifhed  there,  and  I  dare  anfwer  that  this 
11  promife  will  fuffice.  It  will  not,  how- 
11  ever,  prevent  your  Majefty  from  fetting 
Vol.  II.  O  "  out 
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"  out  to-morrow  for  Compiegne,  and  re- 
"  moving  the  National  Aflembly  to  Soif- 
4<  fons.  In  the  morning  I  will  take  your 
"  Majefty's  orders  for  a  new  convocation  of 
M  the  Aflemblies  of  the  Bailiwicks,  who 
"  ought  to  be  informed  not  only  of  the  ex- 
"  ecrable  outrages  that  have  been  juft  com- 
"  mitted,  but  of  the  imminent  danger  with 
"  which  the  whole  State  is  threatened.  The 
"  circulation  of  thefe  orders,  and  the  ap- 
45  pointment  of  the  days  on  which  thofe 
"  Aflemblies  (hall  be  held  in  the  different 
"  Provinces,  the  Bailiwicks  of  Paris  and 
"  Verfailles  excepted,  (hall  be  fo  managed, 
"  that  the  news  cannot  be  received  in  Paris 
"  till  the  refolutions  taken  accompany  it. — 
"  They  will  be  unanimous,  do  not  doubt  it, 
"  Sire.  The  Nation,  exafperated,  will  not 
11  leave  to  the  authors  of  fo  many  difafters 
"  the  power  of  prolonging  them,  and  -car- 
iC  rying  them  to  farther  excefles,  but  will 
"  recall  their  treacherous  Deputies,  will  pe- 
tition you  to  diflblve  fo  imprudent  and  fo 
criminal  an  Aflembly,  and,  relying  with 
full  confidence  on  your  wifdom,  goodnefs 
and  love,  will  defire  to  owe  their  happi- 
nefc  and  liberty  alone  to  you." 

i  This 


<c 
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This  is  what  Mr-  Necker  ought  to  have 
faid  and  done,  if  he  had  been,  I  will  not 
fay  a  great  man,  but  a  Minifter  worthy  of 
any  efteem,  and  all  would  have  been 
faved*  But  in  this  circumftance,  as  in 
every  other  that  required  a  little  energy,  he 
was  the  moft  vacant  and  infignificant  of 
men* 

The  King's  fefidence  at  Paris  rendered 
the  meafure  I  have  been  fpeaking  of  infinite- 
ly lefs  pradtieabki  Neyerthelefs,  the  Aflem- 
bly, who  perceived  all  the  danger  of  it, 
negledted  nothing  to  prevent  it ;— confe- 
quently,  in .  the  Decree  which  they  paffed 
on  the  26th  of  Odtober  relative  to  the 
Aflemblies  of  the  Nobility  of  Britany  and 
Languedoc,  and  the  convocation  of  the 
States  of  Dauphin^,  they  declared,  "  That 
"  no  Convocation  or  Aflembly  by  order 
4i  fhould  take  place  in  the  Kingdom;  that 
"  the  Affemblies  of  the  Bailiwicks,  and  ' 
"  thofe  within  the  jurifdi<5tions  of  the  Se- 
"  nefchals  fhould  in  future  be  convened 
"  fingly,and  without  diftin&ion  of  the  ranks; 
"  and  that  all  convocations  of  Provinces 
fC  and  States  fhould  be  poftponed  until  the 
"  Aflembly  fhould  have  determined,  with 

O  2  "  the 
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"  the  King's  affent,  the  rftodifc  of  their 
"u  convocation."  In  ordir  to  fecure  the  exe- 
cution of  this  Decree,  the  Affemtfry  laboured 
from  that  moment,  with  the  greateft  a&ivity, 
td  put  an  end  to  the  old  divifion  of  the 
Kingdom  into  Provinces,  Jurisdictions,  Baili- 
wicks, &c.  under  pretence  of  its  being 
founded  on  the  diftindtions  of  the  Orders, 
and  that  it  did  not  accord  with  the  New 
Conftitution.  All  France  was  divided  into 
Departments,  Diftri&s,  Municipalities,  &c. 
a!nd  ihthe  fettling  of  their  refpe&ive  bounds, 
the  Affembly  avoided  with  a  puerile  affec- 
tation, all  refpeft  to  the  limits  of  the  an* 
cient  divfions  wherever  they  were  not 
forced  to  it  by  the  chains  of  mountains,  or 
courfes  of  rivers  *. 

As  the  immediate  confequence  of  this  new 
divifion  was  to  be  the  organization  of  Af- 
femblies  for  Departments,  Muhicipalities, 
&c.  it  appeared  important  to  obviate  the 
chief  obftacles  that  might  obftruft  their 
euablifhment,  and  efpecially  to  prevent  the 

*  The  number  of  the  Departments  was  not  finally 
fettled  till  the  26th  of  February  1790,  when  it  was  fixed 
at  eighty  -three, 

refiftance 
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refinance  of  the  Parliaments,     The  fuppref- 
(ion  of  thofe  bodies   of    the   Magistracy, 
which  had  been  Jong  announced,  only  de- 
pended for  its  completion  on  a  final  Decree 
relative  to  the  pew  judicial  arrangement ;  but 
as  a  lingering  death  might  be  attended  with 
troiublefome     convulsions ,     Alexander    de 
Lameth,   always  fruitful  in    Revolutionary 
jrefources,  propofed  to  bury  them  all  alive ; 
that  is  to  fay,  to  fufpend  them  till  the  new 
organization  of  the  judicial  authority.  This 
idea  was  not  abfolutely  unprecedented ;  the 
Archbifhop  of  Sens  had  alfo  fufpended  the 
Parliaments,  to  prevent  their  injuring  the  or* 
gjmization  of  his  great  Bailiwicks ;  but  the 
Aflembly  had  no  occafion  to  fufpend  them, 
.becaufe  they  were  fufpended  already;  all  that 
could  be  done  was  to  keep  them  in  that  Situa- 
tion till  their  total  extinEtion,  and  this  they 
did.  after  a  Short  hour's  debate.  They  ordained 
by  the. feme  Decree,  lf  That  the  Courts  of 
"  Vacations  Should  continue  their  fun&ions, 
t€  and  take  cognizance  of  all  caufes,   fuits, 
M  and    proceedings,    notwithstanding    any 
€<  law  or  regulation  to  the  contrary,  until  it 
"  Should  be.otherwife  enadted  in  this   re- 
«'  fpeftj  *|id&at»ll  the  other  Courts  Should 

O  3  "  con- 
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"  continue  to  adminifter  juftice  in  the  ufual 
"  manner." 

It  appears  by  the  date  of  this  Decree 
(the  3d  of  November)  that  in  the  fpace  of 
two  days  the  ancient  power  of  the  Parlia- 
ments, and  the  much  more  ancient  property 
of  the  Clergy  of  France  fell  beneath  the 
fweeping  fey  the  of  the  Natipnal  Aflembly. 
The  hafte  of  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals  to 
fan&on  thefte  two  Decrees,  and  to  fend  the 
latter  by  extraordinary  meffengers  to  all  the 
Parliaments  of  the  Kingdom^  excited  gene- 
ral a(tonifhment$  and  in  fadt  it  muftbc  al- 
lowed, that  the  refignation  with  which  the 
Archbifhop  of  Bourdeaux,  at  the  head  of 
the  Magistracy,  fubmitted  to  the  degrada- 
tion of  his  Department,  and  to  the  annihi- 
lation of  all  ecclefiaftical  property,  was  more 
prompt  than  was  naturally  to  be  expected,— 
The  Courts  of  the  Vacations  did  not  carry 
their  patriotifm  quite  fo  far*  That  of  Paris,  go- 
verned at  hand  by  circumftances,  and  fituated 
amidft  the  brigands,  and  the  lanterns  which 
were  organized/or  civic  vengeance,  could  not 
butregifter  the  Decree  in  filence  :  but  that  of 
Rouen,  and  almoft  all  the  others  of  the  King- 
dom, accompanied  the  enrolment  with  pro- 
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tefts  more  or  lefs  energetic,  and  all  replete 
with  teftimonies  of  their  loyalty  to  the  King. 
That  of  Rouen,  in  their  refolution  of  provi- 
fional-  enrolment,  expreffed  themfelves  in^ 
this  manner:  4i  Surely  it  is  not  at  a  mo- 
"  ment  when  moft  of  the  citizens  feem  vo- 
ci  luntarily  refigned  to  abfolute  blindnefs 
**  that  it  can  be  feafonable  to  produce  the 
4i  light.  WJien  the  laws  are  every  where  at- 
* c  tacked,  reviled,  and  difgraced,  to  attempt  to 
"  enforce  their  power  would  be  evidently  to 
€l  lay  them  open  to  new  outrages.  When  the 
**  firft  Monarch  of  the  world,  oppreffed  with 
**  griefs  as  piercing  as  unmerited,  deigns 
'*  to  filence  in  his  own  bofom  every  other 
<r  fentiment  but  that  of  his  inexhauftible 
*'  teqdernefs  for  his  people;  in  fhort,  when 
♦f  we  have  feen  this  Monarch,  worthy  for 
"  ever  of  the  refpedt  of  all  Nations,  brav- 
"  ing  every  danger,  go  to  his  Capital 
'•  to  endeavour  ftill  by  the  example  of 
"  his  virtues,  and  the  affedting  proofs  of 
"  his    popularity,   to   reclaim    his    milled 

I  *  fubje&s ;  true  and  loyal  Magiftrates  can- 

II  not  but  blefs  fuch  goodnefs,  and  gyoan 
"  in  filence  at  the  error  of  their  fellow- 
*«  fubjeds. 

O  4  <«  On 
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if  On  thefc  confiderations  the  Court  of 
44  the  Vacations  have  refolved  to  enrol  pro- 
44  vifionally  the  King's  Declaration  of 
..**  the  3d  of  this  month.  They  neverthe- 
44  lefs  declare,  that  in  refolving  upon  this 
,c  enrolment,  they  have  done  fo  only  to 
44  give  their  Sovereign  frefh  proofs  of  their 
44  inviolable  love,  profound  refpedt,  and 
44  boundlefs  fubmiffion;  and  alfo,  through 
44  the  apprehenfion  of  obftrudting  his  Ma- 
"  je%'s  views,  and  of  increafing,  by  a  juft 
"  opposition,  the  dreadful  troubles  that 
44  rend  the  State;  but  that  in  no  cafe  fhall 
44  there  be  any  precedent  drawn  from  the 
44  faid  enrolment,  in  as  much  as  the  faid 
44  Court  have  proceeded  without  liberty  or 
44  fufficient  title^and  only  compelled  by  the 
44  force  of  circumftances. 

"  They  refolve,  moreover,  that  copies  in 
44  form  of  the  prefent  Refolution  fhall  be 
44  difpatched  to  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  and 
44  to  the  Count  de  St.  Priefl,  with  a  requeft 
44  that  they  would  lay  it  before  the  King, 
44  and  affure  him  that  his  Majefty  cannot 
44  have  more  lpyal  fubjedts  than  the  Ma- 
4f  giflrates  who  compofe  the  Court  of  the 
<4  Vacations  of  his  Parliament  of  Rouen; 

44  that 
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<f  that  they  only  wifh  to  live  to  refpedt 
i€  and  to  obey  his  lawful  authority,  as  well 
"  as  the  laws,  the  adminiftration  of  which 
"  he  has  confided  to  them;  and  that  they 
"  would  rather  perifli  than  authorife  the 
<c  attempts  that  may  be  made  againft 
"  them." 

The  King  was  greatly  afFedted  by  the  fen- 
timents  exprefled  in  this  Refolution/  and 
muft  have  been  ftill  more  fo  at  finding  him- 
felf  reduced  by  his  fituation  to  the  cruel 
neceffity  of  annulling  it,  which  indeed  he 
could  not  difpenfe  with ;  but  I  moft  firmly 
believe,  that  the  empire  of  this  barbarous 
neceffity  was  bounded  there,  and  that  not 
only  the  King's  intereft,  but  his  dignity  and 
his  virtue,  oppofed  his  Minifters  undertaking 
to  be  the  denouncers  of  his  loyal  fubjedts 
to  the  National  Aflembly.  Such,  however, 
was  the  painful  part  taken  by  the  Archbifhcxp 
of  Bourdeaux  relative  to  the  Magiftrates  of 
Normandy.  He  wrote  on  the  9th  of  No- 
vember to  the  Prefident  of  the  Affembly, 
that  the  King,  having  been  informed  the  day 
before  of  the  Refolution  of  the  Court  of  the 
Vacations  of  the  Parliament  of  Rouen, 
thought  he  fhould  not  delay  an   inftant   in 

tef- 
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teftifyirig  his  difapprobation  of  that  Refoly- 
tion,  and  in  giving  proofs  to  the  Nation  of 
his  Majefty's  entire  harmony  with  the  Na^ 
tional  Aflembly.  To  this  letter  was  an- 
nexed a  copy  of  the  Decree  of  the  Council, 
in  which  we  read  with  grief,  and  fotrcely 
believing  our  eyes — "  that  the  King  had 
"  feen  with  as  much  furprife  as  difpleafure, 
"a  Decree  which  could  only  excite  ferment 
u  tation,  miflead  the  minds  of  his  loyal 
44  fubje&s,  and  raife  doubts  of  a  harmony 
"  on  which  the  common  happinefs  der 
"  pended;  and  that  his  Majefty,  judging  it 
i€  neceflary  to  diffipate  the  alarms  which 
M  might  be  the  confequence  of  fuch  an  a&f 
"  had  annulled  it,  &c," 

The  Refolution  of  the  Court  of  the  Va- 
cations was  not  annexed  to  the  Decree  of  the 
Council,  but  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals  gave 
it  to  an  Ufher  whom  the  Prefident  fent  to 
him  for  it.  The  Affembly  judged  th^t  this 
official  communication  was  fufficient  to  fub~ 
Jlantiate  thz  crime>  which  they  confidered 
as  an  outrageous  attack  upon  the  fove- 
reign  power  of  the  Nation.  They  decreed 
in  confequence— ?"  That  this  paper  fhould 
"  be  fent  to  the  Court   provifionally   era- 

"  powered 
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*•  powered  to  take  cognizance  of  treafon 
iC  againft  the  Nation,  in  order  that  the 
**  authors  of  the  Refolution,  whoever  they 
*f  were,  might  be  arraigned ;  and  that 
"  the  King  fliould  be  entreated  to  appoint 
€€  another  Court  of  Vacations  from  among 
*f  the  other  members  of  the  Parliament  of 
u  Rouen,  for  the  purpofe  of  enrolling  the 
"  Decree  of  the  3d  of  November  purely 
*'  and  Amply/' 

This  Decree  was  paffed,  notwithftanding 
the  lively  impreffion  and  general  emotion 
produced  throughout  the  Affembly,  by  a 
fpeech  replete  with  dignity  and  fenfibility, 
made  without  preparation,  by  the  Prefident 
de  Frondeville  in  behalf  of  his  colleagues7~ 
The  following  paffage  of  it  was  interrupted 
by  his  own  emotions,  and  the  reiterated 
plaudits  of  the  Affembly  : 

• 
'*  Caft  your  looks  on  thofe  ancient  bodies: 
"  they  faw  a  torrent  of  public  fpirit  break- 
w  ing  over  the  bounds  which  your  wifdom 
"  would  pjrefcribe  to  it.  It  is  in  the  midft 
*?  of  thofe  diforders,  amidft  the  general 
V  thoughtleffnefs,  if  I  dare  fo  to  exprefs 
I!  myfelf,  that  they  have  caufed  their  com. 

"  plaints 


«« 
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M  plaints  to  be  heard.  Is  it  not  a  cruelty  ta 
prevent  him  who  fuffers  pain,  from  com- 
plaining ?  Muft  not  the  Magistrates 
whom  you  would  profecute  be  oppreffed 
"  with  forrow,  when  they  lofe  their  dignity 
"  and  their  exiftence  ?  It  is  their  opinion, 
"  and  not  their  difobedience,  that  you  are 
€i  g°*ng  t0  puniflii  for  they  have  obeyed 
4i  your  Decree,  they  have  regiftered  it.  Ma* 
€l  giftrates  given  up  to  the  fury  of  the  peo- 
"  pie,  fugitives,  expatriated,  feparated  from 
"  their  difconfolate  families ! — Alas  !  I  may 
4i  be  pardoned  for  defending  my  brethren, 
"  with  whom  I  have  lived,  and  whofe  mif- 
"  fortunes  I  muft  fihare !  " 

On  receiving  the  Decree  of  the  Council, 
the  Court  of  the  Vacations  refolved,  that 
their  Senior  fhould  write  to  the  Keeper  of  the 
Seals,  and  beg  him  to  affure  the  King,  "  that 
41  in  entering  into  a  Refolution,  in  which  they 
**  expreffed  their  deep  affli&ion  for  the  mif- 
"  fortunes  of  the  State,  as  well  as  their  in- 
'•'  violable  love  for  his  Majefty's  perfon— 
"a  Refolution  intended  to  be  feen  only  by 
11  himfelf,  and  not  to  be  made  public— 
"  they  neither  could  nor  ought  to  be  fuf- 

"  pefted 
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*€  pedked  of  having  fought  to  excite  any 
* f  fermentation,  or  of  mifleading  the  minds 
€*  of  his  loyal  fubje&s,  and  ftill  lefs  to 
"  faife  doubts  of  the  principles  of  the 
"  King,  or  of  his  harmony  with  the  Af- 
«•  fembly." 

This  explanation,  which  ought  to  have  fa- 
tisfied  the  Affembly,  did  not  feem  to  make 
any  impreflion  upon  them  :  they  coldly  fent 
the  fecond  Refolution  of  the  -Magiftrates  of 
Rouen  to  the  Committee  of  Reports,  and  it 
was  not  till  next  day  that  they  confented,  at 
the  King's  earneft  folicitation,  to  purfue  this 
affair  no  farther. 

The  Courts  of  Vacations  which  followed 
the  example  of  that  of  Rouen  were  abolifh- 
ed,  cited,  and  warned,  with  a  difguft- 
ing  arrogance.  The  Mandates  of  the  Bi- 
fliops  were  not  treated  with  more  indulgence 
than  the  Refolutions  of  the  Courts  of  the 
Magiftracy  :  that  of  the  virtuous  Bilhop  of 
Treguier  \le  Mintier)  was  fent  to  the  Tri- 
bunal charged  with  the  profecution  of  trea- 
fon  againft  the  Nation.  That  good  Prelate, 
lharing  the  horror  of  all  France  on  the  out- 
rages of  the  5th  and  6th  of  October,  had 
indeed  gone  fo  far  as  to  fay  in  his  Mandate, 
2  "  ^ 
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"  It  is  true,  therefore,  that  the  diadem  is  fet 
"  with  cruel  points,  which  overflow  the 
€<  Throne  of  Kings  with  blood ;  and  that 
"  that  Throne  is  lhaken  iri  the  crifis 
i€  brought  on  by  furious  libellers.  Religion 
"  is  annihilated,  its  Minifters  are  reduced 
44  to  the  fad  condition  of  clerks  appointed 
,€  by  brigands— -the  morals  of  the  day  cori* 
"  fift  in  fcepticifm  and  felfifh  principles. 
"  It  is  wilhed  that  the  obftinate  difciple  of 
t€  Mqfes,  the  follower  of  Mahomet,  and 
"the  licentious  Atheift,  fhould  live  upon  a 
•f  par  with  the  Chriftian !  —  There  arc 
il  abufes,  but  to  reform  them  is  it  neceflaiy 
*c  to  fpill  blood  ?  Thofe  fyftems  of  equality 
"  in  rank  and  fortune  are  only  chimeras. 
"  You^  who  (hare  our  duties,  Minifters  of 
"  God,  go  into  your  pulpits,  proclaim  thefe 
"  truths,  tell  the  people  they  are  de-^ 
"  ceived,  &c." 

This  Mandate  produced  in  the  Diocefe  of 
Treguier  an  effect  very  alarming  to  the  fac- 
tious. A  considerable  number  of  young 
people  had  quitted  the  National  Guard,  and 
publifhed  a  Declaration,  by  which  they  pro- 
tefted,  that  their  interefts  were  infeparable 
from  that  of  the  Nobility  and  Clergy ;  that 

they 
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they  had  ever  had  rcafon  to  be  proud  of  the 
Gerttfy  of  their  Province;  and  they  ap- 
pointed the  Chevalier  </<?  Kcralio  their  Com- 
mander. 

If  the  Bilhop  of  Treguier's  Mandate  had 
been  concerted  with  all  his  colleagues,  and 
published  at  the  fame  time  in  all  the  Diocefes 
of  the  Kingdom ;  or  rather,  if  immediately 
after  the  horrid  days  of  the  5th  and  6th  of 
O&ober,  all  the  Bifhops  of  France  had  or- 
dered general  prayers  of  forty  hours  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  lives  of  the  King  and 
Royal  Family ;  if  each  of  them  had  pub- 
lifhed  on  that  occafion  one  affetting  and 
energetic  Mandate,  in  which,  after  explain- 
ing with  proper  precaution  the  proceedings 
of  the  Affembly  and  the  danger  of  the  new 
fyftems,  they  had  ftrenuoufly  endeavoured 
to  recall  all  the  fentiments  of  loyalty  and 
love  of  the  King,  it  is  poflible  that,  without 
expofing  themfelves  in  any  manner,  they 
might  have  checked  the  Revolution. 

The  States  of  Cambrefis,  or  rather  their 
intermediate  Commiffion,  augmented  and 
compofed  of  members  of  the  three  Orders, 
took  a  part  at  this  period  truly  energetic* 
and  of  which  the  diffolution  of  the  Affem- 
bly 
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bly  would  have  been  the  certain  and  imme- 
diate confequerice,  if  the  example  of  that 
fmall  Province  had  been  followed  by  all  the 
others.  The  intermediate  Commiflion  on 
the  gth  of  November  entered  into  a  Refolu- 
tion,  in  which  confidering — «*  that  certain 
"  Decrees  of  the  National  Affembly  are  pav- 
t€  ing  the  way  for  the  ruin  of  the  King- 
"  dom,  and  the  annihilation  of  Religion; 
"  that,  if  they  have  been  able  to  place  one 
€€  fpecies  of  property  at  the  difpofal  of  the 
"  Nation,  men  of  all  kinds  of  property  may 
"  expedt  the  fame  fate ;  they  declare,  from 
"  this  moment,  the  powers  of  the  Deputies 
€t  of  Cambrefis  to  the  National  Affembly 
"  to  be  null  and  revoked/'  It  is  true  that 
the  Provinces  which  had  neither  States  nor 
intermediate  Commiflion  could  not  do  the 
fame  thing ;  but  all  might  have  done  much 
better.  Were  they  not  all  divided  into  Baili- 
.  wicks  ?  Had  not  thofe  Bailiwicks  appointed 
Eledtors  ?  Could  not  thofe  Electors  have  af- 
fembled,  deliberated,  and  entered  into  refo- 
lutions,  as  the  Eledlors  of  Paris  had  done 
without  the  lead  obftacle  before  the  eyes  of 
the  King  and  the  Affembly  ?  Could  not  the 
Eledtors  of  the  Provinces  have  made  ufe  of 

the 
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the  fame  power  to  fave  the  State,  is  thofe 
of  the  Capital  had  employed  to  overturn 
every  thing  ?  Could  a  fingle  law  have  been 
cppofed  to  the  former,  againft  which  they 
might  not  have  pleaded  the  authority  of  the 
latter  ?  Certainly  not :  they  might,  there- 
fore, even  more  lawfully  than  the  interme- 
diate Commiffion  of  Cambrefis  have  de- 
clared the  powers  of  their  Deputies  null  and 
revoked,  as  in  fa&  it  was  from  themfelves 
that  thofe  powers  were  derived.  We  may 
judge  of  the  effect  that  this  procedure  would 
have  produced,  by  the  timid  moderation 
with  which  the  National  Affembly  treated 
the  intermediate  Commiffion  of  Cambrefis  ; 
they  did  not  quafti  them,  cite  them  to  their 
bar,  or  fend  their  Refolution  to  the  Chate- 
let:  but  after  difcuffing  the  bufinefs  in 
three  different  Sittings*,  they  contented 
themfelves  with  declaring  that  the  interme- 
diate Commiffion;  or  the  Board  (Bureau 
r enforce)  of  the  States  of  Cambrefis,  not 
having  power  to  reprefent  the  States  of 
Cambray  and  of  Cambrefis,  and  to  exprefs 
the  *  will  of  that  Province,  the  Refolution 
of  the  faid  Commiffion  was  void,  and  dero- 

*  The  17th,  19th,  and  24th  of  November. 
Vol.  II.  P  gatory 
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gatory  to  the  National  Sovereignty,  and  to 
the  Rights  of  the  Citizens.  They  re- 
folved,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  King 
ihould  be  prayed  to  give  the  neceffary  or* 
ders  for  bringing  back  the  members  of  the 
faid  Commiffion  to  their  duty,  and  for 
caufing  the  Decrees  of  the  Affembly  to  be 
executed  by  the  people  of  Cambrcfis.  They 
concluded  the  Decree  with  a  recommenda- 
tion to  the  inhabitants  of  that  Province,  to 
pcrfift  in  the  maintenance  of  order  and 
peace,  _  and  in  the  confidence  due  to  the 
Decrees  of  the  National  Affembly. 

It  is  evident  that,  if  inflead  of  having  to 
repulfe  the  fingle  attack  of  the  intermediate 
Commiffion  of  one  of  the  fmalleft  Pro- 
vinces of  France,  the  Aflembly  had  had  to  de- 
termine upon  their  own  diffolution  refulting 
from  the  revocation  of  the  powers  of  all 
their  members,  pronounced  at  the  fame  time 
by  the  fame  Affemblies,  who  had  inveftecf 
them  with  thofe  powers,  they  would  have 
been  forced. to  fubmit.  Thefe  fimultaneous 
meetings  of  all  the  Electoral  Affemblies  of 
■  the  Kingdom  would  have  been  very  eafily 
effeded,  if  they  had  been  urged  by  intel- 
ligent and  faithful  Agents,  fuch  as  the  Mi- 
niftry  Ihould  have  had  in  all  the  Provinces. 

But 
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-But  the  moft  neceffary  precautions  in  fo  cri- 
tical a  moment  had  been  negle&ed,  and  the 
King's  principal  Minifters  were  themfelves 
no  more  than  the  humble  and  docile  Agents 
of  the  National  Affembly* 


P  2  CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XX. 


Scarcity  of  Money — Mr.  Necker  reads  a 
long  Memorial  to  the  AJfembly — Report 
of  the  Committee  of  Finances— Debate 
upon  the  Plan  propofed  by  Mr.  Necker — 
The  AJfembly  make  a  Gift  to  the  Country 
of  all  the  Deputies'  Silver  Buckles — De- 
bate upon  the  Organization  of  the  Munu 
cipalities — Impeachment  at  the  Chatelet 
by  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  againjl 
the  late  Mini/lers,  Marjhal  Broglio,  and 
the  Baron  de  Buzenval — Trial  of  the 
latter — The  fame  Committee  lodge  Infor- 
mations refpeSling  the  Outrages  commit- 
ted on  the  6th  of  OElober — InfurreElioTi 
at  Toulon — Conduff  of  the  AJfembly  on 
that  Occafion— Various  Plans  of  Finance — 
.  *        AJJignats 
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AJfignats — Arreji  and  Trial  of  the  Mar- 
quis de  Favras,  accufed  of  a  Confpiracy 
— Sufpicionsfpread  abroad  on  that  Oc- 
cafion  againji  Monfieur,  the  King's  Bro- 
ther— He  goes  to  the  Hotel-  de-Ville  and 
dijjipates  them — Suppofed  Murder. 

L  IME  is  the  deftroyer  of  all  things,  and 
a  fcythe  is  his  emblem:  but  he  is  alfo  re- 
prefented  holding  an  hour-glafs,  the  repeated 
revolutions  of  which  affign  to  every  thing 
its  end.  They  fix  the  degree  of  maturity 
which  all  human  inftitutions  require  to  pro- 
duce their  intended  effed: :  and  thus  it  is 
with  great  reafon  faid,  that  a  good  Conftitu- 
tion  can  only  be  the  work  of  time.      .% 

The  Aflembly,  deaf  to  thefe  truths,  which 
men  of  fenfe  were  continually  repeating  to 
them,  borrowed  only  the  fey  the  of  Time, 
$nd  thought  without  his  aid  to  give  France 
immediately  the  moft  perfect  Constitution. 
Tji  the  midft  of  ruins,  divisions,  and  crimes, 
fhey  laid  the  foundation  of  their  edifice,  or' 
rather  of  a  fecond  Tower  of  Babel  j  apd 
Dot  lefs  difcord  prevailed  ampqg  the  labour? 
Qrs  who  worked  at  the  one,  than  among 
thofe  who  attempted  to  raife  the  other? 
This  enterprife,  as  fatal  as  it  was  foolifh,  and  ' 

P  3  .the 
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the  deftru&ions  and.  ufurpat ions  with  which 
it  was  accompanied,  equally  alarmed  the 
landed  and  moneyed  intereft.  Terror  obr 
ftrudted  the  circulation  of  fpecie  no  lefs 
than  that  of  provifions.  It  became  fcar,cer 
every  day  at  Paris,  and  the  poverty  of  the 
Royal  treafury  was  extreme. 

Mr.  Necker  drew  a  pifture  of  this  clifaf- 
trous  fituation  in  a  Memorial,  which  he  pre- 
fented  to  the  Affembly  on  the  14th  of  No- 
vember, and  the  reading  of  which  lafted 
nearly  two  hours.  The  refult  of  it  was, 
that  a  fupply  of  170  millions  was  necef- 
fary  for  the  Royal  treafury,  to  anfwer  only 
the  extraordinary  expences  of  the  conclud- 
ing year,  and  that  which  was  commencing, 
without  reckoning  the  deficiency  that  might 
be  caufed  by  the  pqflible  and  too  probable 
delay  in  the  payment  of  the  taxes.  After 
having  difcufled  the  different  methods  of 
procuring  an  extraordinary  fupply,  fo  con- 
fiderable  at  a  time  when  credit  was  fo  very 
low,  he  pitched  upon  that  of  converting  the 
Caijfe dyEfcompte 'into  a  National  Bank,  and 
ftated  it  as  preferable  to  all  the  others.  He 
propofed  fixing  at  240  millions  the  fum 
total  of  the  bills  of  that  Bank,  which  fhould 
be  fecured  by  the  Nation,  ftamped  with 
r  the 
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the  arms  of  France,  and  that  the  legend 
(hould  be  the  words  National  Security. 
The  fecurities  that  (hould  be  delivered 
to  the  National  Bank  for  the  recovery  of  its 
advance,  might  be  fettled  on  the  funds  to 
be  raifed  from  the  patriotic  contributions, 
from  the  fale  of  the  eftates  of  the  Clergy, 
and  from  the  demefne  lands  ;  and  might  be 
payable  by  monthly  inftalments  of  ten  mil- 
lions each:  fo  that  in  1791  the  reimburfe- 
ment  of  the  176  millions,  for  which  the 
King  (hould  only  pay  an  intereft  of  four 
per  cent,  would  be  entirely  completed.  He 
infifted  on  this  plan,  as  being  the  only  one 
likely  to  re-eftablifh  order ;  and  yet  he  con- 
cluded his  fpeech  by  acknowledging,  that, 
in  his  own  judgment,  every  part  of  it  was 
ftrongly  tinfflured  with  the  vexatious  nature 
of  the  prefent  cir  cum  fiances.  !'  Standing 
"  alone,  I  feel  (added  he)  what  it  coils  me. 
"  to  depart  from  the  ordinary  principles  of 
f<  Adminiftration,  the  (hid:  adherence  to 
"  which  has  alone  hitherto  reconciled  me  to 
"  the  management  of  public  affairs.  I  re- 
"  queft  that  the  refult  of  it  (hould  be  con- 
11  (idered  as  a  mere  opinion  :  difcufs  it,  and 
"  jU(%e- — I  Q\z\l  not  adopt  it  till  you  have 
11  fully  approved  it.  I  did  not  decline  de* 
P  4  iC  ciding 
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tl  cicjiflg*  while  only  a   fimplfc  proje6t    of 

•'  contribution  was  in  queftion — but  I  ought 

"  not   to  ftand  alone  refponfiblc  for  events, 

^  It  is  fufficient  to  exift  in  anxiety  while 

<*  feeking  to  dp  good ;  it  is  fufficient  to  ex- 

"  ert  one's  thougths  to  leffen  the  evik  of 

V  the  State;  it  is  fufficient  to  go  on  finking 

f*  under  the  immenfe  burden  with  which  I 

**  am  continually  loaded,  without  relaxation. 

**  Allow   me,    though    addrefling    you   on 

!'  bufinefs,  to  offer  you  the  tribute  of  my 

Ci  fentiments  and  thoughts.     I  fhould  con- 

!•  fine  myfelf  to  fpeak  to  you  in  the  fimple 

4<  language  of  reafon,  but  it  is  incomplete 

f*  -without  fentiment ;  for  fentiment  alone 

11  can  colleEl  the  ideas \  which  efcape  the 

*'  ejfeEhs  and,  the   grafp    of  the   under*- 

"  Jlanding*? 

The  Committee  of  Finances  a  few  days 
after  prefented  the  refult  of  their  labours. 
The  Marquis  de  Montefquiou,  who  was 
charged  with  this  Report,  ftated  in  it  with 
the  greateft  detail,  the  whole  of  the  Finances 

*  The  extraordinary  pathos  of  this. lad  fentiment  is  not 
within  the  reach  of  every  body's  underftanding,  and  it  i$ 
far  above  mine  ;  but  I  could  not  have  fupprefled  it 
without  mutilating  the  peroration  of  Mr.  Neckers 
fpeech.  , 

of 
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of  the  Kingdom,  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
Royal  treafury,  its  wants,  refources,  and 
hopes,  whether  in  adopting  Mr.  Necker%s 
plan,  or  in  eftablifhing  a  National  Bank  in- 
dependent of  the  Caijfe  d'Efcompte.  This, 
without  diredtly  attacking  the  !Vlinifter*s 
plan,  was  pointing  out  that  another  might 
be  adopted. 

In  the  Sitting  of  the  19th  of  November, 
at  the  moment  that  the  difcuflion  upon  Mr* 
Necker's  Memorial  was*  opening,  a  Deputa- 
tion from  the  little  town  of  Iffoudun  entered, 
and  prefented  to  the  Affembly  115  marks 
of  filver«,  arifing  from  the  buckles  and  jewels 
which  the  inhabitants  of  that  Commune  of- 
fered to  the  Country.  Thefe  offerings  were 
received  with  the  greateft  applaufe,  which 
incrcafed  when  one  of  the  Deputies,  taking 
off  his  fhoes,  gravely  laid  his  buckles  upon 
the  table,  and  propofed  to  the  Affembly  to 
decree,  that  all  the  Members  Jhould  do  the 
fame.  This  motion  was  no  fooner  articu- 
lated, than  the  Affembly  unanimoufly  de- 
creed, that  all  the  Members  (hould  make  a 
gift  of  their  buckles  to  the  Country.  This 
puerile  fupplyhad,  unqueftionably,  the  qua- 
lity of  that  which  Mr.  Necter  demanded — 
it  was  very  extraordinary;  but,  unfortu- 

.  nately, 
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nately,  it  only  amounted  to  about  170  louis- 
d'ors  out  of  the  170  million  livres  that  were 
to  be  raifed.  Indeed,  the  AfTembly  flattered 
themfelves  that  all  France  would  follow  their 
example — but  more  brafs  buckles  were  fold 
in  coftfequence,  than  filver  ones  given. 

Mirabeau,  who  in  all  the  difcuffions  re* 
lative  to  the  Caijfe  d'Efcompte  had  fhown 
himfelf  the  declared  enemy  of  that  eftablifh- 
ment,  oppofed  with  all  the  powers  of  elo- 
quence, reafon,  and  ridicule,  the  plan  pro- 
pofed  by  Mr.  Necker.  "  Wemuft  examine 
€l  (faid  he)  if  the  demand  made  for  the 
4€  national  cloak  to  cover  the  nakednefs  of 
44  the  Caijfe  d'Efcompte  be  not  an  advan- 
44  tage  taken  of  the  good  faith  of  the  Mi- 
44  nifter,  an  impolitic  as  well  as  immoral 
44  calculation;  a  terrible  aggravation  of  the 
l\  general  decline  to  private  intereft,  hitherto 
44  falfely  reprefented  as  the  impulfe  of  pa-t 
44  triotifm. 

44  What  indeed  would  be  the  paffport  for 
44  the  circulation  of  thofe  bank  bills  ?  What 
44  inducement  for  the  Capital  and  Provinces 
44  to  place  confidence  in  the  ufe  of- that 
44  paper  ? — The  national  credit  I  the  national 
44  fecurity !— *  Let  us  breathe,  Gentlemen— 

"  all 
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'  all  is  not  loft— -Mr.  Necker  does  not  de- 

*  fpair  of  the  credit  of  France  ! 

"  Entirely  founded  on  our  credit,  this 
4  Bank  then  would  deign  to  render  us  the 
1  ejfential  fervice  of  lending  us,  upon  the 
1  fecurity  of  our  fubfcriptions,  the  fame 
1  notes  to  which  our  ftamp  alone  fhould 
€  have  given  life  and  motion ;  and  in  re- 
1  turn  for  this  fervice,  they  demand  of  us 
€  an  intereft  of  four  per  cent,  in  favour  of 
'  the  flock-holders  ! — Four  per  cent.! — 
'  That  is  but  little  for  the  flock- jobbers, 
c  but  a  great  deal  for  the  Nation,     If  a 

*  Prince  at  war  fhould  didtate  fuch  terms  to 
'  us,  with  what  a  difdamful  fmile  fhould 
1  we  oppofe  fo  bafe  a  treaty  !     Let  us,  at 

*  length,  dare  to  be  fenfible  that  our  coun- 
1  try,  in  the  ufe  of  its  credit,  can  difpenfe 

*  with  unnecefTaiy  mediums.  Let  us  dare 
'  to  believe,  that  every  faving  which  pro* 
1  ceeds  from  the  returns  of  what  we  give, 
1  is  but  the  fecret  of  an  empiric.  Such 
'  a   national   fund   or    bank    as    has   been 

*  propofed  by  the  Committee  of  Finances 
'  would  unite  all  interefts  were  it  once 
1  decreed;  and  four -and -twenty  hours 
1  would  not  elapfe  before  we  fhould  find  a 

c  wife  plan  adapted  to  the  nature  of  things, . 

"  exempt 
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"  exempt  from  difagreeable  confequenees, 
"  and  at  lead  proper  to  reftore  credit 
"  promptly/*  He  concluded  with  moving 
that  Mr.  Necker  fhould  be  informed,  that 
the  National  Aflembly  would  wait  for  the 
general  plan  he*  had  mentioned  to  them  be^ 
fore  they  came  to  a  refolution. 

One  of  the  fpeakers  who  followed  Mira- 
beau  againft  Mr.  Necker's  plan  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  it  was  intended  to  cover  the  abufes 
of  the  Caiffe  d'Efcompte;  that  it  expofed 
that  Bank  to  a  third  failure,  and  the  Nation 
to  a  participation  in  the  diihoriour  of  a  bank- 
ruptcy ;  and  that  it  allowed  ufurious  inter  eft 
to  name-lenders,  and  not  to  real  lenders, 
"  Mr.  Necker  (cried  he)  would  efface  with 
"  his  tears  what  he  has  written  with  his 
u  hand,  could  he  forefee  the  confequences 
*  of  it."  He  concluded  by  mentioning  a 
plan  for  creating  a  National  Paper,  under 
the  infpedtion  and  direction  of  CommiffionT 
ers  to  be  appointed  by  the  AfTembly. 

Du  Pont  de  Nemours  replied,  and  boldly 
defended  the  Caijfe  d'Efcomfite,  and  fhc 
Miniflers*  plan.  After  he  had  fpoken,  the 
debate  was  adjourned  till  next  day,  when 
the  following   decree  was  paffed :    "  That 

"  there 
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"  there  be  laid  before  the  Aflembly  authen*- 
"  tic  information  of  the  engagements  en- 
"  tered  into. by  the  Government  with  the 
A€  Caiffe  d'Efcompte  up  to  the  31ft  of  De- 
"  cember  following;  an  account  of  what 
<€  appears  from  the  vouchers  of  the  extra- 
"  ordinary  expences  eftimated  at  170  mil* 
"  lions ;  of  all  that  has  been  taken  up  be- 
41  forehand;  of  the  intereft,  annuities,  and 
"  penfions  in  arrear;  of  the  remainders  due 
"  by  the  Departments,  and  of  the  bills  of 
"  which  payment  was  fufpended."  In  the 
mean  time,  till  thefe  papers  were  laid  before 
them,  the  Affembly  turned  their  attention  to 
the  organization  of  the  Municipalities;  and 
the  debates  on  that  fiibjed;  nearly  occupied 
them  for  a  month. 

In  that  interval,  the  attention  and  curiofity 
of  the  Public,  ever  eager  for  new  fcenes, 
were  ftrongly  excited  by  the  proceedings  of 
the  Committee  of  Inquiry, of  the  Municipa- 
lity of  Paris,  That  Committee,  commif- 
fioned  to  collect  all  the  proofs  and  documents 
neceflary  to  ground  the  denunciation  which 
the  Solicitor  of  the  Commune  was  to  make 
at  the  Chatelet  againft  the  outrages  of  the 
5th  and  6th  of  O&ober,  did  not  confine 
their  commiflion  to  that  object,  but  went  to 

work 
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work  fo  as  not  to  endanger  their  popularity  j 
and  in  confequence  their  firA  reiblution^ 
which  was  taken  on  the  18th  of  November* 
was :  "  That  the  Solicitor  of  the  Commune 
fhould,  in  the  firft  place,  Specially  de-» 
nounce  the  confpiracy  formed  againft  the 
National  Affembly  and  the  City  of  Paris, 
between  the  month  of  May  and  the  .15th 
of  July  laft;  the  affembling  of  troops 
compofed  chiefly  of  foreigners,  with  a 
confiderable  train  of  artillery,  bombs, 
mortars,  and  furnaces  to  heat  balls ;  the 
collecting  all  thefe  implements  of  war  be- 
tween Paris  and  Verfailles ;  the  National 
Affembly  driven  from  their  Sittings,  and 
afterwards  kept  in  confinement  in  the 
fame  place,  amidft  the  troops  by  which 
they  were  furrounded,  their  liberty  vio- 
lated, and  the  moft  facred  laws  of  the 
State  trampled  upon  in  the  Sitting  of  the 
23d  of  June ;  all  the  preparations  made 
at  the  Baftille  for  deftroying  the  Capital  r 
the  orders  given  to  cut  down  the  unripe 
corn  to  feed  the  horfes  of  the  troops ;  the 
provifions  clefigned  for  the  Capital  inter- 
cepted, and  given  to  the  foldiers  affembled 
againft  its  inhabitants  ;  the  order  given  to 
the  Prince  de  Lambefc  to  enter  the  Thuil- 

"  leries 
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fi  Icries  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  and 
€i  chafe  the  unarmed  townfmen,  Sec.  Sec, : 
"  for  which  crimes,  the  Sieur  Barentin, 
t€  formerly  Keeper  of  the  Seals;  the  Count 
"  de  Puyfegur,  formerly  Minifter  at  War; 
44  Marfhal  Broglio,  the  Baron  de  Buzenvat, 
"  and  Count  D* Autichamp >  fhould  be  de- 
,c  livered  up,  to  be  dealt  with  according 
*'  to  law  for  the  faid  crimes ;  together  with 
'*  their  abettors,  adherents,  and  accom- 
"  plices." 

The  very  next  day  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Commune  denounced  thofe  pretended  crimes 
to  the  King's  Solicitor  of  the  Chatelet,  who 
lodged  informations  againft  them  the  day 
following ;  on  which  day  the  Chatelet  be- 
gan the  profecution,  in  prefence  of  the  pub- 
lic, againft  M.  de  Buzenval,  who  had  been 
confined  in  prifon  fince  the  month  of  July. 
As  it  was  the  firft  criminal  trial  publicly 
conducted,  the  attraction,  novelty,  and  curio- 
fity  to  hear  the  evidenceagainft  M.  de  Bu- 
zenval,  and  his  replies  to  fuch  ferious  arti- 
cles of  accufation,  drew  an  immenfe  crowd 
to  the  Court  at  the  Chatelet,  where  he  ap- 
peared with  that  calm  air  and  unalterable 
ferenity  which  diftinguifli  innocence.  Alas  I 
it  could  not  be  in  the  eyes  of  the  rebellious 

Parifians 
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Parifians  that  M.  de  Buzenval  was  culpable; 
on  the  Contrary,  they  were  obliged  to  him 
for  makihg  no  ufe  of  the  powers  and  means 
with  which  he  was  entrufted  to  reprefs  their 
outrages :  before  a  Court  Martial,  indeed,  he 
would  have  found  it  difficult  to  have  jufti- 
fied  himfelf. 

It  was  not  till  the  lft  of  December  that 
the  Solicitor  of  the  Commune,  authorifed  by 
a  refolution  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  of 
the  23d  of  November,  denounced  to  the 
King's  Solicitor  at  the  Chatelet,  not  the  out- 
rages  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  OSlober,  but 
only  the  outrages  of  the  6th  of  OElober. 
The  Committee  of  Inquiry  fhamefully  ad- 
vanced in  their  refolution,  that  the  objedt  for 
which  the  People  and  National  Guard  of 
Paris  went  to  Verfailles,  was  to  reprefs  dif- 
order ,  and  fecure  peace  to  the  King  and 
National  Affembly ;  and  that  on  their  ar- 
rival they  accomplijhed  that  facred  objett 
which  they  had  made  their  law.  The  out- 
rages  of  the  next  day  were  imputed  to  bri- 
gands, who,  induced  by  clandeftine  ma- 
noeuvres, had  mixed  with  the  citizens.  In 
confequence,  the  information  of  the  King's 
Solicitor  was  laid  only  againft  certain  au- 
thors of  the  commotions  of  that  day. 

In 


Dec.  1789.]       FRENCH    REVOLUTION.  225 

In  comparing  thefe  two  denunciations, 
they  prefent  a  very  ftriking  contraft  of  auda-  t 
city  and  timidity,  of  calumny  and  referve. 
The  one  enters  into  the  minuteft  details  of 
imaginary  crimes,  names  the  pretended  cri- 
minals, and  calls  down  the  vengeance  of  the 
laws  upon  them ;  while  the  other  fupprefles 
the  chief  circumftances  of  real  outrages, 
imputed  to  unknown  brigands,  to  certain 
perfons !  What  a  popularity  was  that  of 
the  Committee  of  Inquiry  * ! 

The  feditious  commotions  with  which 
the  whole  Kingdom  was  agitated,  and  which 
every  day  produced  new  infurredtions,  broke 
out  at  this  period  with  the  greateft  violence 
in  the  port  of  Toulon.  M .  d*  Albert  de  Rioms, 
who  commanded  there,  obferving  that  fome 
workmen  of  the  port,  who  had  entered  Into 
the  National  Guard,  neglected  their  work 
on  that  pretence,  though  paid  for  it,  or  per- 
formed it  in  a  flovenly  manner,  very  wifely 
judged  that  thofe  two  duties  were  incompa- 
tible, and  in  confequence  declared,  that  fuch 
workmen  as  preferred  remaining  in  the  fer- 

•  It  was  at  that  time  compofed  of  the  following  per- 
fons :  Agler^  Perron^  Oudart,  Garran  d$  Couhn,  and 
Briffbt. 

Vol.  II.  Q_  vice 
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vice  of  the  National  Guard  fhould  not  be 
employed  in  the  dock-yard.     On  that  -occa- 
fion,  he  difmiffed  in  the  evening  of  the  30th 
of  November  two  Mafter-attendants  (M*w- 
t res  d* Equipages)  of  whom  he  had  long  had 
reafon  to  complain.     The  next  morning,  at 
nine  o'clock,  he  was  informed  that  a  Depu- 
tation of  the  Permanent  Council  was  at  the 
door  of  the  arfenal ;  to  whom  he  fent  an  in- 
vitation to  come  in,  which  was  oppofed  by 
the  people.     M .  d*  Albert  then  fent  word  to 
the  Gentlemen,  that  he  would  go  home  to 
receive    the   Deputation.      All   the  officers 
who  were  in  the  arfenal  affembled  to  accom- 
pany their  General,    and  at  the  door  they 
found  the  Deputies   furrounded  by  an  im- 
menfe  crowd  of  people,  who  followed  them 
to  the  Commander's  houfe,  inceflantly  hoot- 
ing  and  threatening  them. 

At  M.  dy  Albert's  houfe  the-  Deputation 
begged  a  pardon  for  the  two  Matters,  pro- 
mifing  on  that  condition  that  things  fhould 
return  to  their  ufual  order.  M.  dy Albert  he- 
iitated  at  firft  to  grant  the  pardon,  and 
fhowed  the  danger  that  would  attend  it;  on 
which,  one  of  the  Members  of  the  Deputa- 
tion taking  the  Municipal  Officer  by  the 
aim  faid:  "  Come,  Sir,  let  us  retire;  let  us 
1  "go 
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"  go  and  fave  the  town,  which  is  in  dan- 
"  ger;  I  now  change  my  mind."  But  the 
Municipal  Officer  who  was  at  the  head  of 
the  Deputation  continued  to  prefs  M.  dy  Albert, 
obtained  a  pardon  for  the  two  Matters,  and 
caufed  it  to  be  immediately  publiflied 
through  the  town :  at  the  fame  time  M.d* Al- 
bert gave  orders  tb  aflemble  fifty  foldiers  of 
the  Marine  under  arms  on  the  Champ  de 
Bataille*. 

M.  de  Broves,  a  Major  of  the  Marine, 
who  commanded  this  detachment,  was  in- 
fulted,  and  an  attempt  was  even  made  to 
force  his  fword  from  him,  but  in  vain ;  and 
he  then  gave  his  men  the  word  of  com- 
mand to  prefent  arms,  but  was  obeyed 
only  by  the  ftfft  rank.  The  populace, 
thinking  he  had  given  the  wbrd  to  fire,  be- 
came doubly  furious.  It  was  with  much 
difficulty  that  M.  de  Broves  made  his  way 
into  the  General's  houfe,  who  immediately 
difpatched  an  officer  to  the  Hotel-de-Ville  to 
require  the  proclamation  of  Martial  Law. 
The  Council   replied  that  they  could   not 

**  *  The  Champ  de  Bataille  is  a  fquare  fo  called  at  Toif- 
lon,  as  in  fome  other  towns  of  France.  In  thofe  fquarcs 
troops  draw  up  to  do  duty  and  mount  guard. 

Q  2  order 
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order  it,  and  contented  themfelves  with  fend- 
ing company  after  company  of  the  National 
Guards,  who  furrounded  the  General's 
houfe ;  but  who  defended  it  fo  ill,  that  few- 
ral  of  the  officers  were  wounded  with  ftones, 
and  M .  de  Bonneval  on  the  head  and  on  the 
hand  by  a  fword. 

M .  d*  Albert  de  Rioms  having  been  un- 
able to  obtain  the  proclamation  of  martial 
law,  ordered  a  picket-guard  of  fifty  men  of 
the  regiment  of  Barrois  to  proted  his  houfe. 
As  foon  as  it  arrived,  the  Major  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard  reprefented  that  it  was  ufelefs 
and'even  dangerous ;  that  the  fight  of  thefe  fol* 
diers  would  only  increafe  the  fury  of  the  people, 
and  that  he  would  anfwer  for  all :  on  which 
affurance  M.  d' Albert  confented  to  difmifs 
the  picket-guard ;    but   they   were   fcarcely 
gone,  when  M.  de  St.  Jfulien,  a  Major  of  the 
Marine,  carrying  an  Order  from  the  Gene- 
ral, was  attacked,  and  had  his  fword  broken  in 
the  fcabbard.     He  returned  for  another;  but 
attempting  to  go  into  the  General's  houfe  he 
was  again  attacked,  and  had  only  time  to  join 
the  foldiers  of  the  Marine  affembled  for  the 
fecuri  ty  of  the  port.  "I  hope  (faid  he  to  them) 
"  that  you  will  not  allow  an  officer  to  be 

"  mur- 
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*c  murdered  at  your  head."  They  anfwered 
him,  that  he  had  nothing  to  fear.  .He  was 
neverthelefs  affailed  at  the  fame  moment  by 
the  populace,  the  foldiers  ftanding  by  with- 
out making  the  flighted  attempt  to  aflift 
him  ;  and  he  would  have  been  maflacred,  if 
two  Officers  of  the  National  Guard  had  not. 
forced  him  from  the  hands  of  the  murderers. 
They  Carried  him  to  the  Commander's  houfe 
jn  a  deplorable  ftate.  He  was  accufed  by 
the  people  of  having  wounded  a  National 
Guard  on  the  hand  with  his  fword;  but  this 
Guard  was  not  named,  and  M.  de  St.  Julien 
gave  his  word  of  honour  that  he  had  made 
no  ufe  of  his  fword.  M .  d* Albert  de  Rioms 
had  gone  out  to  his  affiftance  with  about 
thirty  Officers,  and  returned  home  after 
M •  de  St.  Julien  had  been  brought  in. 

From  that  time  till  two  o'clock  in  the 
.afternoon  tranquillity  appearing  to  be  re- 
ftored,  feveral  Officers  went  out  for  a  fhort 
time,  but  on  their  return  the  National  Guard 
refufed  to  let  the  greater  part  of  them  pafs 
in  at. the  door.  At  three  o'clock  the  tumult, 
motions,,  and'  cries  of  the  populace  became 
as  violent  as  ever.  The  Major  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard  then  went  to  demand  M.  de 
Q^3  Broves, 
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Broves,  in  order  to  carry  him  to  the  Palais, 
promifing  that  he  fhould  receive  no  harm. 
That  brave  officer,  fearing  that  a  refufal 
would  involve  his  companions,  did  not  he- 
fitate  tq  give  himfelf  up  to  the  National 
Guard,  who  fucceeded  in  conducting  hiip 
fafely  to  the  Palais,  amidft  the  moft  faq- 
guinary  threats  and  vociferations.  Soon 
after  this  a  Deputation  from  the  Permanent 
Council,  accompanied  by  the  Commander 
of  the  Garrifon,  (M.  de  Carpillet)  went  and, 
informed  M.  dy  Albert  that  the  people  were 
fatisfied,  and  that  the  National  troops  were 
going  to  be  withdrawn,  except  a  guard  of 
£fty  men;- which  the  General  accepted,  but 
defired  that  to  thefe  might  -be  added  a  de- 
tachment, equal  in  pumbcr,  of  the  fecond 
battalion  of  the  regiment  of  Barrois.  The 
Deputation  anfwered,  that  they  were  not  au- 
thorifed  to  do  this,  but  that  they  flattered^ 
themfelves  they  fhould  obtairi  authority  from 
the  Permanent  Council,  to  \yhom  they  would 
immediately  4pply.  The  National  Guard 
having  oppofed  this,  the  Major  fent  round 
to  every  company,  to  engage  the  troops  to 
t^ke  the  GeneraFs  houfe  and  the  Officers  in. 
it  under  their  fafeguard ;  but  the  only  aij- 

fwer 
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fwer  he  received  was  violent  murmurs,  and 
at  the  fame  inftant  the  men  forced  the  doors 
of  the  houfe,  rallied  in  in  a  crowd,  and  feiz- 
ing  M.  d' Albert  de  Rioms,  M.  de  Cajlellet, 
M.de  Bonneval,  and  M.  de  Villages,  dragged 
them  to  the  Palais ,  through  the  infults  and 
outrages  of  the  populace.  M.  d*  Albert  re- 
ceived  two  wounds  on  the  way.  Thefe  Of- 
ficers were  thrown  into  feparate  dungeons ; 
but  the  Municipal  Officer,  as  foon  as  he 
heard  of  it,  caufed  them  to  be  removed,  and^ 
placed  together  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the 
prifon. 

The  people,  whofe  rage  was  not  yet  fatif- 
fied,  fearched  a  long  time  for  M.  Gautier, 
the  Mafter-builder,  in  order  to  treat  him  in 
the  fame  manner ;  but  he  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  efcape,  after  running  the  greateft 
danger. 

Eight  days  afterwards,  M.  de  Cajlellet, 
who  had  been  wounded  on  the  lft  of  De- 
cember, and  M.  d*  Albert  de  Rioms,  who 
had  had  feveral  attacks  of  a*  fever,  were  re- 
moved tothe  hofpital.  They  were  fcarcely 
in  their  beds,  when  they  were  forced  by  k 
mob  to  rife  and  crofs  the  town  in  their  night- 
gowns, fupported  by  volunteers,  and  were 
confined  more  ftri&ly  in  their  prifon. 

CL4  The 
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The  National  AfTembly  were  informed  in 
the  Sitting   of  the   ift  of  December,  by  a 

letter  from  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  of  the 
commotions  at  Toulon,  and  of  the  orders 
which  the  King  had  given  for  informations 
upon  the  fadts  relative  to  that  infurre&ion, 
and  for  the  liberation  of  the  Officers  con- 
fined. M.  Malouet  fpoke  forcibly  on  the 
neceflity  of  order  being  reftored  in  that  im- 
portant town ;  infifted  that  a  ftriking  repara- 
tion fhould  be  made  to  M.  d* Albert  de  Rioms  ; 
and  moved  a  plan  for  a  decree  on  thofe  two 
points.  The  Abbe  de  Bonneval,  brother  to 
one  of  the  Officers  who  had  been  wounded 
and  imprifoned,  endeavoured  to  excite  the 
feelings  of  the  AfTembly:  but  they  con*, 
tented  themfelves  with  directing  their  Prefi* 
dent  to  befeech  the  King  to  give  orders  for 
reftoring  the  Officers  to  liberty  ;  which  was 
afking  hiiyi  to  do  what  was  already  done. 
The  AfTembly,  ever  indulgent  to  popular 
exceffes,  were  very  careful  not  to  infert  in 
their  decree  a  word  that  could  indicate  a 
difapprobation  of  the  infurre&ion  of;  the 
Toulonefe. 

On  the  12th  of  December  the  Reprefen- 
tatives  of  that  Commune  received  a  letter 

from 
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from  M .  de  St.  Prie/l,  containing  the  King's 
order  to  fet  the  Officers  of  the  Marine  who 
were  m  prifon  at  liberty.  Inftead  of  obey- 
ing this  order,  they  had  the  infolence  to 
adopt  a  refolution  in  fubftance  as  follows : 
"  That  as  it  did  not- legally  appear  by  M.  de 
* '  St.  Priejl's  letter  what  the  will  of  the  King 
"  really  was ;  as  the  Sieur  d* Albert  and  others 
"  had  been  arretted  by  public  out-cry;  and 
"  as  there  had  been  no,  change  of  circum- 
"  ftances,  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Com- 
"  mune  would  wait  the  determination  of 
11  the  National  Affembly,  and  perfifted-  in 
*'  their  former  refolution." 

This  Refolution,  being  fent  to  the  National 
Aflembly  with  fome  other  papers,  was  read 
in  the  Sitting  of  the  17th  of  December. 
The  confideration  of  this  bufinefs  was  ad- 
journed till  the  next  day ;  but  it  was  not  re- 
fumed  till  the  Affembly  had  received  farther 
news  from  Toulon,*  which  did  not  arrive 
till  the  2lft,  arid  it  confifted  of  a  Minute  of 
the  General  Council  of  the  Commune,  Hat- 
ing: "  That  the  Decree  of  the  Affembly 
"  having  been  received  at  Toulon  on  the 
"  14th,  in  the  evening,  the  National  Guard 
11  had  affembled  the  next  morning  at  feven 
"  o'clock;   that  the  Council-General,  pre- 

99  ceded 
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€t  ceded  by  trumpets,  had  publifhed  the  de- 
V  cree  of  the  National  Affembly  and  the 
•"  King's  orders,  with  an  injun&ion  to  the 
*g  Citizens  to  do  nothing  to  prevent  their 
"  being  executed ;  that  the  people  and  the 
"  foldiers  having  fworn  refped:  and  fubmif- 
f c  fion  by  acclamation,  the  Council  had  pro- 
"  ceeded  to  the  Palais,  fet  the  Officers  of 
"  the  Marine  at  liberty,  and  had  conducted 
"  them  back  to  the  General ?s  houfe,  with- 
c<  out  any  commotion  on  the  part  of  the 
*-•  people;  that  returning  to  the  Hotel-de- 
"  Ville,  the  Council  had  found  a  great  af- 
14  femblage  of  perfons;  that  they  had  en- 
44  joined  them  to  go  home,  on  which  they 
44  had  difperfed;  that  oji  the  fame  day  the 
4*  Officers  had  applied  for  a  paffport  to  go 
"  to  Marfeilles,  and  that  the  Council  had 
44  granted  it  to  them." 

The  Affembly  having  heard  this  Minute 
read,  decreed,  that  the  Prefident  fliould  write 
to  the  Council-General  of  Toulon,  and  in- 
form them  that  the  Affembly  were  fatisfied 
with  the  manner  in  which  the  Municipal 
Officers  had  conducted  themfelves  with  re- 
fpedfc  to  the  decree  fan&ioned  by  the  King, 
They  either  would  not,  or  dared  not,  .add  a 
fentence  of  difapprobation  or  of  regret  at  the 


outrages 
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outrages  that  had  been  committed  againft 
the  principal  Officers  of  the  Marine  at  Tou- 
lon, and  which  had  reduced  them  to  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  quitting  their  fervice.  They  did 
not  even  blame  the  formal  and  avowed  dif- 
obedience  of  the  Council-General  to  the 
King's  orders,  which  enjoined  them  to 
fet  the  Officers  at  liberty.  Did  not  this 
filence  very  clearly  fhow,  that  the  Supreme 
Executive  Power,  placed  by  the  new  Consti- 
tution in  the  hands  of  the  King,  were  words 
void  of  meaning  J  a  power  that  muft  be 
reckoned  as  nothing;  not  poffefling  the 
means  of !  enforcing  obedience?  Nobody 
indeed  was  deceived  by  it ;  and  one  of  the 
things  that  furprifed  me  moft  on  my  enter- 
ing into  adminiftration,  was  the  ftyle  of 
loftinefs  and  impertinence,  not  only  of  the 
letters  received  by  the  Minifters,  but  of 
thofe  which  Clerks,  Municipal  Officers,  and 
even  private  perfons,  took  the  liberty  of  fend- 
ing to  the  King. 

The  impositions  and  contradi&ions  con- 
tained in  the  public  papers  of  that  time,  re- 
lative to  this  infurredtion  at  Toulon,  deter- 
mined me  to  infert  here  the  extrad:  which  I 
.  made  myfelf  from  the  official  papers  refpedt- 

ing 
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ing  the  bufincfs,  depofited  in  the  Navy* 
Office,  I  have  reported  enough  to  flfow 
that  the  Officers  of  the  Marine  conducted 
themfelves  on  that  occafion  with  as  much 
wifdom  as  courage  and  loyalty* 

The  difcuffion  of  the  different  plans  of 
finance  was  refumed  in  the  Sitting  of  the 
17th  of  December.  Mr.  Neckcr*s  obferva* 
tions  upon  that  which  the  Affembly  had 
fubmitted  to  his  examination,  and  which 
had  been  drawn  up  by  M.  de  Labor  de9  was 
read.  After  pointing  out  the  defeats  of  this 
plan,  the  Minifter  abandoned  that  which  he 
had  propofed  himfelf,  and  prefented  a  new  one 
which  he  had  concerted  with  the  Members 
of  the  Committee  of  Finances,  and  with  the 
Dire&ors  of  the  Caijfe  d'EJcompte.  The 
debate  on  this  important  fubjett  produced 
on  the  19th  two  decrees,  the  heads  of  which 
are  as  follow  : 

The  firft  enatfed,  *  That  the  notes  of  the 
44  Caijfe  d'EJcompte  fhould  continue  to  be 
14  received  in  payment  #  all  public  and 
44  private  banks  until  the  id  of  July  1790, 
"  at  which  time  it  (hould  be  held  to  make 
44  its  payments  generally;  that  in  the  inter- 
44  val  it  fhould  furnifli  eighty  millions  for 

«  the 
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11  the  public  treafury  -  that  thefeventy  mil* 
"  lions  advanced  to  the  Royal  treafury  in 
"  1787  fliould  be  reimburfed  by  annuities 
"  bearing  five  per  cent,  intcreft,  and  three 
"  per  cent,  for  the  reimjburfement  of  the 
"  capital  in  twenty  years ;  that  for  its  ad-. 
"  vances  of  the  preceding  years,  and  of  the 
"  firft  fix  months  of  the  year  1790,  it  {hould 
"  receive  one  hundred  and  feventy  millions 
"  in  AJignats,  from  the  fund  for  the  ex- 
"  traordinary   expenfes,   or    fhares    (billets 
u  d*  achats,  purchafe  notes)  in  the  funded 
"  property;    which   (hould   be   opened    to 
"  falc,  bearing  an  intereft  of  five  per  cent. 
11  and  payable  at  the  rate  of  ten  millions  per 
I  "  month,  from  the   lft  of  January  1791." 
The  four  laft  articles   of  this  complicated 
decree,  amended  on  Mr.  Necker's  reprefen- 
tations,  "  empowered  the  Caijfe  d* Efcompte  to 
•'  create  twenty-five  millions  of  new  funds, 
"  fettled  the  dividend,  the  part  of  the  profits 
"  to  remain  in  the  treafury  to  form  a  com- 
11  mutation  fund,  and  they  fixed  likewife  the 
"  period,  and   portions    for  redeeming  the 
"  funds,  &c.  &c." 

By    the  fecond  decree  the  Aflembly  en- 
afted,  "  That  there  fliould  be  eftablifhed  a 

"  par- 
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particular  fund  for  thfe  Extraordinary  cx- 

*  pcnfes,  the  money  of  which  fhould  be 

*  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  money 
4  becoming  due  and  in  arrear,  and  to  the 

*  reimburfement  of  the  capitals  of  all  the 
4  debts  of  which  the  extinction  fhould  b£ 
4  decreed.  That  the  funds  arifing,  ift, 
c  from  the  patriotic  contributions,  the  f ale 
4  of  the  demefnes  of  the  crown,)  the  forefts 
4  and   royal   palaces    which    his    Majefty 

*  fhould  choofe  to  referve  excepted;    and 

*  2dly,  from  the  fale  of  the  ecclefiaftical 
4  demefnes,  to  raife  together  a  fum  of  four 
4  hundred  millions,  fhould  be  thrown  into 
4  this  fund;  that*  there  fhould  be  iffued 
4  upon  the  credit  of  the  extraordinary  fund, 
4  Ajjignats  of  one  thoufand  livres  each, 
4  bearing  an  intereft  of  five  per  cent,  to 
4  the  amount  of  the  value  of  the  faid  pro- 
4  perty  to  be  fold,  which  Ajjignats  fhould 

*  be  received  in  preference  for  the  purchafe 
4  of  the  faid  property;  that  of  the  faid 
4  AJfignats  there  fhould  be  extinguifhed,  by 
4  means  of  the  faid  fales,  the  produce  of 
4  the  patriotic  contributions,  and  all  other 
4  extraordinary  receipts  that  might  take 
4  place,    one    hundred    and    twenty   mil- 

44  lions 
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"  lions  in  1791,  eighty  millions  in  1792, 
"  eighty  millions  in  1793,  eighty  millions 
"  in  1794,  and  the  furplus  in  1795." 

The  laft  article  was  framed  according  to 
corrections  prapofed  by  Mr.  Necker. 

Thus  fprung  up,  under  the  name  of  AJJi- 
gnats,  that  fatal  paper-money,  at  firft  devifed 
to  cover  a  deficit  of  one  hundred  and  feventy 
millions,  and  which  in  a  little  time  became 
by  audacious  impofitions  the  moft  difaftrous 
revolutionary  means,  the  inftrument  of  all 
plundering,  of  every  poflible  ruin,  the  wages 
of  every  crime,  in  a  word,  the  fcourge  of 
France,  of  Europe,  of  humanity  itfelf ;  till, 
by  a  bankruptcy  of  forty  thoufand  millions, 
it  funk  into  the  fame  gulph  into  which  it 
had  precipitated  all  property. 

The  end  of  this  year  of.  misfortunes  and 
of  crimes  prefents  only  one  remarkable 
event  more,  that  of  the  arreft  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Marquis  de  Favras,  and  the  com- 
mencement of  his  trial.  This  Gentleman, 
whofe  youth  had  been  very  boifterous,,ftill 
retained  in  his  riper  years  that  ardent  in- 
triguing character,  that  prefumption  and 
imprudence  which  had  fo  often  mifled  him ; 
and  his  attachment  to  royalty  taking  place  of 

his 
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his  other  paflions,  took  alfo  the  nature  of 
them.  The  outrages  of  the  5th  and  6th  of 
O&ober  raifed  in  him  the  ftrongeft  defire 

to  attempt  every  thing  to  refcue  the  Royal 
Family,  from  the  dangers  that  threatened 
them  ;  and  he  formed  a  fcheme  with 
more  zeal  than  prudence  for  carrying  off 
the  King.  His  mode  of  accomplishing 
this,  was  to  be  by  means  of  an  army  of 
about  thirty  thoufand  Royalifts,  whofe  en- 
rolment and  arming  were  to  be  effe&ed  fo 
fecretly,  that  nothing  of  it  was  to  tranfpirc 
till  the  moment  of  adtion.  As  an  enter- 
prife  of  this  nature  required  confiderable 
funds,  and  as  money  was  an  article  which 
the  Marquis  de  Favras  was  the  leaft  pro- 
vided with,  he  took  every  poffible  ftcp  to 
procure  it.  He  applied  to  feveral  bankers, 
and  communicated  his  plan  to  the  Royalifts 
of  his  acquaintance  whom  he  thought  the 
likelieft  to  aflift  him  with  their  purfes;  but 
he  obtained  more  praife  than  confidence  from 
,them. 

It  happened  at  this  time  that  Monsieur, 
the  King's  brother,  who  had  for  feveral 
months  before  been  deprived  of  the  poffef- 
fion  of  his  revenues  by  a  feries  of  different 

operations 
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operations  of  the  Affembly,  and  who  had 
considerable  payments  to  make  in  the  month 
of  January,  was  confidering  how  to  fulfil 
his  engagements  without  being  burdenfome 
to  the  public  treafury.  To  do  this  in  a  lefs 
chargeable  way  than  the  general  modes  of 
borrowing  in  fo  critical  a  moment,  that 
Prince  had  formed  a  plan  of  negotiating 
bonds  to  the  amount  of  the  fum  he  wanted. 
Af .  de  Favras,  who  fome  years  before  had 
ferved  in  Monsieur's  Swifs  Guards,  was 
pointed  out  to  him  by  the  Marquis  de  la 
Chdtre  as  a  very  proper  perfon  to  accom- 
plish the  bufinefs  with  the  bankers  Chomel 
and  Sartorius :  in  confequence  his  Royal 
Highnefs  had  figned  an  obligation  for  two 
millions,  and  charged  his  treafurer  to  attend 
to  the  tranfa&ion. 

The  indifcretion  of  fome  of  the  nume- 
rous confidents  of  M.  de  Favras*  plan, 
and  his  own  imprudence  in  blending  and 
purfuing  together  the  fteps  relative  to  that, 
and  thofe  which  concerned  the  negotiation 
of  the  obligation  for  two  millions  executed 
by  Monsieur,  excited  the  attention  and 
uneafinefs  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry. 
They  caufed  the  Marquis  de  Favras  and 

Vol.  II.  R  his 
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his   lady  to  be  arretted  in  the  night  be- 
tween the  24th  and  25th  of  December,  and 
accufed  them  of  "  Confpiracy  againft  the 
4  order  of   things   eftablifhed  by   confent 
4  of  the  Nation  and  of  the  King;  of  having 

*  formed  to   that  effedi:  a  projedt   for  in* 

*  traducing  in  the  night-time  armed  men 
4  into  the  Capital,  to  murder  the  three 
'  chief  perfons  in  the  Ad  mini  ft  ration,  ait* 
4  tack  the  King's  Guard,  carry  off  the 
4  State  feal,  and  remove  their  Majefties  to 

*  Peronne;   of  having  attempted   to  cor- 

*  rupt  fome  of  the  National  Guards,  and 
'  to  miflead   them   by  promifes   and    de- 

*  ceitful  confidence  i  of  having  had  con- 
4  ferences  with  bankers,  for  the  purpofe 
4  of  obtaining  very  confiderable  fums  ;  and 
4  with  other  perfons,  for  the  purpofe  of 
4  extending  the  plot,  if  pbflible,  to  diffe- 
4  rent  provinces." 

The  day  after  M.  de  Favras  and  his  wife 
were  arretted,  the  following  paper  was  cir* 
culated  with  the  greateft  profufion  through 
the  Capital : 


t( 


46  The  Marquis  de  Favras  (Place-Roy- 
ale)  was  with  his  wife  arretted  on  the 

"  night 
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"  night  between  the  24th  and  25th,  on 
"  account  of  a  plan  which  he  had  pro- 
41  je6ted  to  jaife  thirty  thoufand  men,  to 
"  caufe  M.  de  la  Fayette  and  the  Mayor 
"  of  the  town  to  be  murdered,  and  then 
**  to  cut  off  our  provifions.  —  Mon- 
"  sieur,  the  King's  brother,  was  at  the 
"  head  of  it. 

(Signed)  Baravz.' 


» 


This  public  denunciation  of  the  King's 
brother,  which  was  quickly  aggravated  by 
the  commentaries  of  the  fa&ious,  and  by 
the  exaggerations  of  calumny,  raifed  the 
greateft  fermentation  in  the  Capital,  not 
only  againft  that  Prince,  but  againft  the 
King  himfelf,  who  was  fuppofed  to  be  in 
combination  with  his  brother.  A  violent 
and  fuddden  explofion  feemed  inevitable, 
and  certainly  would  have  taken  place,  if 
Monsieur,  who  was  not  at  liberty  to 
defpife  dangers  with  which  the  King  and 
the  Royal  Family  were  not  lefs  threatened 
than  himfelf,  had  not  taken  the  only  ftep 
that  could  difpel  this  ftorm.  He  repaired 
on  the  26th  to  the  Affembly  of  the  Repre- 
fentatives  of  the  Commune,  by  whom  he 
R  2  was 
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was  received  with  all  the  refpedt  and  at- 
tention due  to  him.  "  Gentlemen,"  faid 
he,  "  the  defire  of  repelling  an  atrocious 
44  calumny  brings  me  among  you.  M.  de 
44  Favras  was  arretted  the  day  before  yef- 
41  terday,  by  order  of  your  Committee  of 
44  Inquiry,  and  it  is  now  ftudioufly  re- 
41  ported  that  I  am  particularly  connected 
44  with  him.  I  thought  I  owed  it  to  the 
44  King,  to  you,  and  to  myfelf,  to  come 
44  and  inform  you  of  the  only  knowledge 
44  I  have  of  M.  de  Favras."  After  bat- 
ing exactly  and  limply  the  fadts  relative 
to  the  obligation  of  two  millions,  as  I  have 
already  mentioned,  Monsieur  added:  "I 
"  have  neither  feen  M.  de  Favras,  writ* 
44  ten  to  him,  nor  had  any  communication 
44  whatever  with  him.  Whatever  befides 
44  he  may  have  done  I  am  perfe&ly  unac- 
44  quainted  with  ;  yet  I  find  a  paper  cir- 
41  culating  in  great  numbers  through  the 
44  town,  figned  Barauz,  and  in  thefe 
44  terms: — "  He  then  read  the  paper, 
and  faid:  €€  You  cannot  certainly  expedl 
44  that  I  (hould  condefcerid  to  juftify  my- 
44  felf  againft  fo  vile  a  charge,"  &c.  &c.  &c. 
This  fpeech  was  greatly  and  unanimoufly 

applauded 
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applauded  by  the  ~  Affembly  and  the  galle- 
ries. The  Mayor,  in  his  reply,  expreffed 
the  fentiments  of  refpedfc  and  attachment 
felt  by  the  Affembly  for  Monsieur,  and 
the  boundlefs  confidence  infpired  by  his 
virtues.  M.  de  la  Fayette  fpoke  after 
M.  Bailly,  and  faid,  that  he  had  taken 
care  to  have  the  authors  of  the  paper  ar- 
retted, and  that  they  were  in  prifon.  Mon- 
sieur requefted  a  pardon  for  them,  but  the 
Affembly  decided  that  they  fhould  be 
puniflied.  The  Prince  thought  it  proper 
alfo  to  inform  the  National  Affembly  of  the 
motives  that  had  iriduced  him  to  take  this 
ftep,  and  in  confequence  fent  them  a  copy 
of  the  fpeech  he  had  made  at  the  Hotel-de- 
Ville,  accompanied  by  a  note,  in  which  he 
(aid  that  he  fhould  lay  before  the  Affembly 
the  ftate  of ,  the  .debts  Which  he  propofed  to 
pay  with  the  two  millions  for  which  he  had 
executed  the  obligation . 

This  conduct  diflipated  the  uneafinefs  and 
fufpicions  which  had  been  conceived  refped:- 
ing  the  fentiments  of  Monsieur,  and  of 
the  Royal  Family,  and  the  popular  rage 
turned  entirely  againft  M .  de  Favras.  No 
doubt  was  entertained  of  his  having  formed 

R  3  a  plot 
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a  plot  for  affaffinating  M.  Bailly  and  M.  de 
la  Fayette;  and  the  Committee  of  Inquiry 
negle&ed  nothing  that  could  confirm  the 
opinion.  On  the  29th  of  December  they 
denounced  to  the  Affembly  a  pretended  at- 
tack made  upon  the  perfon  of  a  fentinel 
of  the  National  Guard,  found  the  preced- 
ing day  murdered  in  a  fentry-box  by  a 
perfon  who  could  not  be  diftinguilhed-from 
the  darknefs  of  the  night.  In  fad,  there 
had  been  found  in  the  fentry-box  a  kind 
of  long  punch,  the  iron  of  which  was 
rufty  and  bent,  and  a  bit  of  paper  folded  ift 
two,  on  which  was  written  :  Go  before,  La 
Fayette  Jhall  follow  you.  The  furgeon 
called  to  prove  this  pretended  murder  de- 
pofcd  that  the  wound  was  not  dangerous  ; 
that  the  blow  from  the  punch  had  been 
made  obliquely,  high  on  the  fore  part  of 
the  neck,  below  the  chin,  and  had  pene- 
trated  very  fuperficially. 

One  muft  have  been  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry  not  to  prefume  upon 
all  the  circumftances,  that  the  murdered 
might  be  the  murderer,  and  to  denounce  fo 
inconfiderately  to  the  Affembly  as  a  coun* 
ter-revolutionary  crime,    an  action    which 

wa$ 
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was  certainly  very  atrocious  and  very  awk- 
ward, but  which  was  abfolutely  in  the 
fpirit  of  the  Revolution.  The  Diftrid:  of 
the  Capuchins  of  the  Marais,  to  which 
this  fentinel  belonged,  were  not  deceived 
in  the  bufinefs,  and  fent  the  man  fo  badly 
jnurdered  to  the  prifon  of  the  Abbaye, 
where  the  firft  night  of  his  confinement 
he  ftabbed  himfelf  thrice  with  a  knife, 
nor  would  he  anfwer  any  interrogatories 
that  were  put  to  him.  But  thefe  circumr 
ilances  were  not  known  for  four  days  after, 
and  they  did  not  weaken  the  opinion  of 
thofe  who  were  willing  to  believe  the 
great  plot  formed  againft  M.  de  la 
Fayette. 

On  the  31ft  of  December,  the  Prefident 
of  the  National  Affembly,  at  the  head  of  a 
nunperous  Deputation,  went  to  the  Palace 
at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  to  compliment  the 
King  and  Queen  on  the  new  year.  The 
fpeech  he  addreffed  to  the  King  will  be 
preferved  by  hiftory  as  an  authentic  tefti- 
mbny  of  his  Majefty's  virtues.  The  King 
replied — '«  I  only  wifh  for  the  happinefs 
"  of  my  fubjedts,  and  I  hope,  with  you, 
**  that  the  year  we  are  entering ,  upon  will 
R  4  €<  be 
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"  be  a  period  of  profperity  and  felicity  for 
<*  France." 

Alas !  it  ftill   depended  on  the  Affembly 
to  realize  that  hope. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XXL 


Decree  relative  to  Pen/ions — Deputation  to 
the  King  for  fettling  the  Civil  Lift — 
His  Majejly's  Reply — The  Marquis  de 
Favras'  Trial — Fury  of  the  Peopte—~Af- 
fembling  of  Soldiers  in  the  Champs  Eli- 
fees  fuppreffed  by  M.  de  la  Fayette — The 
Marquis  de  Favras  condemned  to  Death 
and  executed — His  Heroifm — Organiza- 
tion of  the  New  Municipalities— An  im- 
portant Step  taken  by  the  King  in  the  Af 
fembly — His   Majejly's  Speech  attended 
zoith  great  Applaufe — Expreffions  of  the 
Queen — Addrefs  of  Thanks  to  their  Ma- 
jeflies — Oath  taken  by  the  AJfembly  and 
all  the  Spectators— Advantage  that  might 
have  been  drawn  from  that  Circumflance 

— M .  Ma- 


25O  ANNANS    OF    THE  [Jaw;  1790, 

M.  MaloUet's  Motion  on  that  Occafwn 
reje&ed — The  Prefident*s  Speech  to  the 
King — Te  Deum — Illumination— *  Divi- 
fwn  of  France  into  DiJlri£ts-~An  Ad- 
drefs  to  the  People  decreed  by  the  AJfem- 
blyf  and  drawn  up  by  the  Bijhop  of 
Autun. 

I  HE  laft  Sittings  of  the  old  year  were 
occupied  by  the  debates  upon  the  reduction 
of  the  penfions  granted  by  the  Government. 
The  moft  odious  comparifons  and  the  moft 
infulting  epithets  had  been  laviftied  on  the 
unfortunate  penfioners.  Their  li/l  was  faid 
to  be  only  a  catalogue  of  vile  courtiers  or 
contemptible  flatterers :  they  were  marked 
out  for  the  public  hatred,  fometimes  as 
leeches  of  the  State,  fometimes  as  the  locujls 
that  dejlroyed  the  harvefls  of  Egypt.  A 
Captain  of  Grenadiers,  who  had  frequently 
purchafed  with  his  blood  the  honour  of  be- 
ing placed  on  that  lift,  irritated  at  finding 
himfelf  fo  unworthily  treated,  went  to  the 
houfe  of  one  of  the  Deputies  whp  had  de- 
claimed .  the  moft  violently  againft  the  pen- 
fions, and,  fhowing.him  his  head,  an  arm,  a 
leg,  and  a  wrift,  all  of  which  had  been 
broken,  faid,  IC  Sir,  I  will  come  ftark  naked 

"  to 
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"  to  the  door  of  the  National  Aflembly.  I 
"  will  expofe  my  fears,  and  I  will  call  for 
"  the  favage  who  would  reduce  me  to 
"  want." 

This  energetic  expoftulatidn,  which  was 
repeated  to  the  Aflembly  by  the  member  to 
whom  it  was  addrefled,  (the  Baron  de  Wimp* 
fen)  mitigated  their  feverity :  they  never- 
thelefs  decreed,  that  the  arrears  of  all  pen- 
fions  and  falaries  that  did  not  exceed  the 
fum  of  3000  livres  fhould  be  paid  according 
to  the  exifting  regulations,  but  that  all  above 
3000  livres  fhould  only  be  paid  provifion- 
ally  that  fum,  old  perfons  of  the  age  of  fe- 
venty  years  excepted,  the  maximum  of 
whole  payments  was  proviiionally  fixed  at 
the  fiim  of  12,000  livres.  By  the  fame  De- 
cree it  was  ordained,  that  from  the  lft  of 
'  January  1790  the  payment  of  all  penfions, 
referred  falaries,  gifts,  and  gratuities,  be- 
coming due,  fhould  be  deferred  until  the  lft 
of  July  following,  to  be  then  made  accord- 
ing to  what  fhould  have  been  decreed,  and 
that  a  Committee  fhould  be  appointed  for 
the  purpofe  of  immediately  laying  before 
the  Aflembly  a  plan  for  reducing,  fuppref- 
fing,  or  augmenting  the  penfions  or  annual 
gratuities  a&ually  exifting. 

This 
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This  Decree,  which  certainly  prefled  hard 
upon  the  clafs  of  the  great  penfioners,  was 
dictated  by  neceflity  ;  and  it  would  alfo  have 
been  as  juft  as  circumftances  would  have 
permitted,  had  it  not  had  a  retrofpedfcive  ef- 
fect in  reducing  the  fums  that  had  previoufljr 
fallen  due.  But  the  particular  murmurS  ex- 
cited by  this  reform  were  nothing  in  compa- 
nion to  the  applaufes  obtained  by  the  Aflem- 
bly,  for  the  Decree  pafled  in  the  fame  Sitting 
relative  to  the  Civil  Lift.  They  fent  a  De- 
putation to  the  King,  to  beg  that  he  would 
himfelf  have  the  goodnefs  to  fix  the  fum  he 
would  have  the  Aflembly  vote  for  his  per* 
fonal  expences  and  thofe  of  his  auguft  fa* 
mily ;  and  they  expreflly  charged  the  head 
of  the  Deputation  to  befeech  his  Majefty 
"  to  confult,  on  this  occafion,  lefs  his  fpirit 
"  of  economy  than  the  dignity  of  the 
"  French  Nation,  which  required  that  the 
"  Throne  of  the  Monarch  fhould  be  fup- 
"  ported  with  great  luftre." 

The  King  made  the  following  Reply  to 
the  Prefident  of  the  Aflembly,  who  was  at 
the  head  of  the  Deputation : 

"  I  am  very  fenfible  of  the;  Refolution 
"  taken  by  the  National  Aflembly,  and  of 

««  the 
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'*  the  fentiments  you  exprefs  to  me  on  their 
<c  part.  I  will  not  abufe  their  confidence; 
€€  arid  before  I  fignify  my  mind  on  the  fub- 
*•  je&  of  their  Deputation,  I  will  wait  till 
•*  from  the  refult  of  their  labours  there  (hall 
iC  be  funds  fecured  for  the  payment  of  the 
"  intereft  due  to  the  creditors  of  the  State, 
<f  and  to  anfwer  the  neceffary  expenccs  of 
€g  public  order,  and  the  defence  of  the 
€t  Kingdom.  What  perfonally  regards  my- 
"  felf  is,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  things, 
"  the  leaft  of  my  concerns/* 

Although  the  King's  fentiments  were  fuf- 
ficiently  known  to  give  room  for  expedting 
this  reply,  it  created  the  livelieft  tranfports 
of  enthufiafm,  tendemefs,  and  joy:  four 
different  times  did  the  (houts  of  Vive  le  Roi  f 
and  a  general  clapping  burfl  out  at  once  from 
every  part  of  the  Hall  and  galleries.  Mem- 
bers and  fpe&ators  all  at  that  moment  were 
Royalifts. 

Very  different  was  the  fcene  publicly  pair- 
ing at  the  Chatelet,  in  the  affair  of  the  Mar- 
quis de  Favras.  The  fury  of  the  populace 
againft  him  had  rifen  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  vio- 
lence, that  it  was  not  poffible  to  continue 
the  proceedings  in  his  trial.     Twelve  wit- 

neffes 
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nefles  attended  the  Court  on  the  nth  of 
January ;  but  the  horrible  cry  of  Favras  a 
la  lanterne  !  unanimoufly  roared  out  by  an 
immenfe  crowd,  forced  both  the  witnefles 
and  Judges  to  withdraw.  Nor  was  the  Court 
lefs  tumultuous  the  next  day,  although  all 
the  National  Guards  were  under  arms,  and 
feveral  cannon  placed  before  the  Chatelet.  On 
the  fame  day  riotous  aflemblies  were  formed 
in  the  Champs  Eliftes,  principally  compofed 
of  the  foldiers  of  the  former  French 
Guards .  The  real  motives  of  their  affembling 
were  not  known :  the  demand  of  an  augmen- 
tation of  pay  and  of  farther  engagement  ap- 
peared to  be  their  objed: ;  but  fo  considerable 
an  armed  meeting  clofe  to  the  Palace  and  to 
the  National  Affembly,  could  not  but  be 
Very  alarming.  M.  de  la  Fayette  marched 
out  with  a  fufficient  force  to  reduce  the  ri- 
oters, who  feeing  themfelves  furrounded  laid 
down  their  arms.  M,  de  la  Fayette  caufed 
near  200  of  them  to  be  taken  up,  qnd  their 
coats  to  be  ftripped  off  their  backs,  and 
the  fame  day  they  were  fent  to  the  prifons 
of  St.  Denis. 

This  adventure  intimidated  the  populace, 

or  rather  the  brigands  who  had  taken  up 

their  winter  quarters  in  the  fuburbs  of  the 

2  Capital ; 
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Capital  ;  and  at  laft  on  the  13th  of  January 
the  tria|.  of  the  Marquis  de  Favras  came  on, 
and  fome  of  the  witneffes  were  examined. 
The  concourfe  of  people  was  not  lefs  than 
before,  but  a  numerous  guard  fecured  tran- 
quillity.     In  the  environs   of  the  vChatelet 
they  arrefted  a  perfon  tolerably  well  dreffed, 
who  was  talking  in  a  feditious  manner,  and 
carried  him  before  Grandin  the  Commif- 
fioner.     He  appeared  to  be  really  aftontfhed 
at  being  arrefted,  and  complained  bitterly  to 
the  Commiflioner  of  the  miftake.  "  What  J 
**  Gentlemen,"  faid  he,    "  aVt  I  a  good 
"  citizen?    I,    who  cut  off  the  heads    of 
"  Foulon  and  Launay  ;  who  tore  out  their 
"  hearts  and  bowels  V*  Then  taking  a  knife 
out  of  his  pocket,  he  fhowed  it  as  the  inftru- 
ment  he  had  ufed.     On  its  being  obferved 
to  him,  that  his  knife  was  too   ftnall   for 
fuch  a  purpofe,  he  faid  that  he  had  been  a 
butcher  and  a  cook,  and  understood  ampu- 
tations *.     Such  was  already  the  progrefs  of 
the  morality  profeffed  by  the  Factious,  and 
preached  by  their  Agents  1  the  moft  atrocious 
ails  of  barbarity  were  but  a6ls  of  civifm — * 
of  patriotifm ! 

*  See  the  paper  of    the  Moniteur  of  the  i^th  of 
January  1790. 

Moft 
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Moft  of  the  witnefles  examined  on  the 
trial  of  M.  de  Favras  gave  only  vague 
hearfay  evidence  refpeding  the  dangers  of 
the  King*  the  advantages  that  would  refult 
from  carrying  off  the  Royal  Family,  the 
poffibility  of  executing  fuch  a  plan,  and  the 
like.  Two  perfons  of  the  names  of  Turcati 
and  Morel  were  the  only  witneflcs  who 
precifely  fpoke  to  any  ferious  fads.  The 
former  declared,  that  M.  de  Favras  had 
communicated  to  him  '*  A  plan  for  form- 
*•  ing  a  corps  of  cavalry,  to  be  compofed  of 
f<  the  moft  diftinguifhed  perfons  and  moft 
"  devoted  to  the  King;  *that  M.  de  Favras 
*c  had  commiffioned  him  to  raife  a  body  of 
Cf  troops  and  volunteers,  in  order  to  carry 
"  off"  the  King,  Royal  Family,  and  the 
"  Keeper  of. the  Seals;  and  laftly,  that  his. 
••  projed  was  to  make  ufe  of  the  horfes  in 
c*  the  King's  ftables  for  this  body  of  troops, 
"  but  that  M .  de  St.  Priejl  had  refufed  them 
"  to  him." 

M.  de  Favras  denied  all  thefe  fads,  or 
explained  them  in  the  moft  fatisfadory  man- 
ner. He  faid,  with  refped  to  the  horfes  in 
the  King's  ftables,  "  That  being  at  Ver- 
"  failles  on  the  5th  of  Odober,  he  went  to 
if  the  QtiUde-B&uf  in  the  Palace,  and  ob- 

11  ferving 
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M  fcrving  there  a  general  depreflion  at  the 
"  news  that  women  were  coming  from 
"  Paris  with  cannon,  he  propofed  to  M.  de 
"  St.  Priejl  to  furnifli  him  with  horfes  from 
"  the  King's  ftables,  to  diftribute  them 
"  among  his  Majefty's  moft  zealous  fer- 
"  vants,  and  to  go  and  take  the  cannon 
"  from  the  women;  that  M.  de  St.  Priejl 
"  going  into  the  King's  apartment  made 
V  him  wait  a  long  time,  and  at  laft  came 
"  and  told  him  that  it  was  alL  unneceffary, 
"  as  M.  de  la  Fayette  was  coming  from 
'"  Paris  with  fix  thoufand  men  to  protedt  % 
"  the  Palace."  The  truth  of  this  Statement 
was  corroborated  by  the  evidence  of  M .  de 
St.  Priejl,  and  the  other  two  fads  advanced 
in  TurcatVs  deposition  were  abfurdities  too 
evident  not  to  create  very  great  fufpicion  of 
impofture.  M.  de  Favras,  a  man  without 
fortune,  and  very  little  known,  had  no  means, 
nor  was  he  in  any  point  of  view  in  a  Situa- 
tion, to  rally  around  him  the  moft  distin- 
guished peffons  of  the  Kingdom:  he  was 
neither  mad  enQugh  to  flatter  himfelf  that 
he  could,  nor  fool  enough  to  fay  it.  The 
pretended  commiflion  given  to  Turcati  to 
raife  a  body  of  troops  and  volunteers  was 
not  more  probable.  To  levy. troops  required 
Vol.  II.  .       S  funds, 
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funds,  and  Turcati  did  not  fay  that  he  had 
received  any  money  from  M .  de  Favras  ;  fo 
that,  if  it  had  been  even  proved  that  the  latter 
had  fpoken  what  Turcati  charged  him  with, 
common  fenfe  could  look  upon  it  in  no  other 
light  than  as  an  extravagant  boaft  or  filly 
jeft. 

Morel9 s  evidence  was  ftill  more  ferious, 
but  not  lefs  fufpicious,  than  that  of  Tur- 
cati's:  He  depofed,  that  M.  de  Favras 
had  told  him  in  confidence;  "  that  he  was 
in  correfpondence  with  the  Provinces  of 
Artois,  Picardy,  Hainaut,  Lorraine, 
Champagne,  and  Alface ;  that  he  fhould 
aflemVle  26,000  Gentlemen  from  thefe 
Provinces,  at  Montargis,  for  the  purpofe 
of  effe&ing  a  Counter- Revolution ;  that 
in  the  mean-time,  and  to  open  this  grand 
bufinefs,  he  was  to  introduce  into  Paris 
by  night  1200  horfemen,  divided  into 
three  corps,  who  were  to  go  to  the 
quarters  of  the  town  where  M.  Bailly, 
M.  de  la  Fayette,  and  M.  Necker  refided, 
to  put  them  to  death,  and  afterwards 
they  were  to  meet  in  the  Champs  Elifees 
to  carry  off  the  Royal  Family;  that 
M.  de  Favras,  to  prevail  upon  him  to 
enter  into  his  views,  had  told'  him  that 
1  "he 
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u  he  had  engaged  the  Officers  and  Serjeants 
"  of  the  8000  Swifs  in  his  plan;  that  the 
"  26,000  Gentlemen  were  to  repair  to  St. 
"  Denis,  to  efcort  the  King  to  his  deftina- 
"  tion,  and  that  he  had  provided  magazines 
"  of  arms  and  ammunition  at  St.  Ger- 
"  main's  and  the  neighbourhood,  &c.  &c." 
This  witnefs  on  his  re-examination  farther 
declared,  that  he  was  himfelf  the  perfon 
whom  M.  de  Favras  had  charged  to  put 
M.  de  la  Fayette  to  death.    • 

On  his  examination  M.  de  Favras  ex- 
claimed with  indignation  againft  all  thefe. 
aflertions  as  falfe.  "  They  cannot/1  faid 
her  "  prove  a  fingle  one.  I  never  had  any 
"  connexion  with  any  Swifs  Serjeant.  How 
"  could  I  think  of  affembling  26,000  men 
"  at  Montargis  without  its  being  known 
"  andoppofed  ?  How  could  I  have  brought 
"  them  to  St.  Denis  from  fo  many  different 
"  Provinces  without  their  march  exciting 
"  fufpicions  and  alarm  upon  all  the  roads, 
"  and  without  their  being  obftru&ed?  Let 
"  my  denouncers,  for  thefe  pretended  wit- 
41  neffes  are  really  my  denouncers,  and  as 
11  fuch  cannot  be  admitted  to  give  evi* 
if  dence— but  let  them  point  out,  however, 
S  2  "  where 
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"  where  thofe  pretended  magazines  of  arms 
"  were,  where  the  i20ohorfes,  and  what 
"  was  the  place  of  meeting." 

Thefe  two  witneffes  obftinately  refufed  to 
make  any  anfwer  tp  the  queftions  urged  to 
them  by  M.  de  Favras  in  crofs-examining 
them,  but  perfifted  in  the  truth  of  their  de- 
pofition.  Suppoiing  againft  all  appearances, 
that  Morel  and  Turcati  were  not  falfe  wit- 
neffes, it  is  not  lefs  certain  that  the  fafts 
fpoken  to  by  the  one,  far  from  being  the  fame 
as  thofe  fpoken  to  by  the  other,  were  abfo- 
lutely  different,  and  confequently  they  could 
not  eftablifh  any  legal  proof ;  for,  according 
to  the  old  criminal  jurifprudence  of  France, 
which  was  ftill  adhered  to  at  that  period, 
the  teftimony  of  one  perfon  was  not  fuffi- 
cient  %  teftis  units  tefiis  nullus.  But  unfor- 
tunately for  M.  de  Favras  the  proceedings 
were  carried  on  before  the  public ;  and  he 
had  but  too  convincing  a  proof  that  this  new 
mode,  proper  perhaps  in  times  of  tranquil- 
lity, is  in  times  of  commotion  as  favour- 
able to  crimes  as  it  is  fatal  to  innocence, — 
The  populace  were  prefent — the.  brigands, 
exafperated  at  having  feen  M.  de  Buzen- 
val  fet  at  liberty,  and  his  criminal  indidt- 

ment 
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ment, converted  into  a  givil  adtion,  fhowed 
by  their  threats  and  howlings  that  they 
would  not  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  fo  eafily 
deprived  of  this  fecond  vi&im.  Thefe  fe- 
rocious clamours  devoted  M.  de  Favras  to 
death:  the  Chatelet! — condemned  him  to 
it  I — M.  de  Favras  protefted  his  innocence 
to  the  Iaft  moment  of  his  life ;  and  fubmit- 
ted  to  his  fate  with  a  prefence  of  mind,  fe- 
renity,  and  courage  fo  extraordinary,  that 
he  excited  the  aftonifhment  and  admiration 
of  all  who  were  prefent  at  his  execution. 
Hiftory  prefents  few  examples  of  fo  heroic 
a  death. 

While  the  fermentation  in  the  Capital 
wa$  excited  and  kept  up  by  the  public  Sit- 
tings at  the  Chatelet,  the  National  Affembly 
were  deliberating  upon  the  divifion  of  France 
into  Diftriifts,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  Muncipalities  ;  and  the  Breton  Club, 
now  become  the  Club  of  the  Jacobins,  ex- 
tending its  powers  and  its  affiliations  through 
all  the  Provinces,  was  propagating  every 
where  the  Revolutionary  Fanaticifm,  and  all 
its  fury. 

How  muft  it  have  mortified  and  grieved 

the  King  to   fee  that   all  the   facrifices   to 

which  he  had  been  led  by  the  hope  of  mak- 

S3  ing 
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ing  his  fubjefts  happy,  produced  only  com- 
motion, calamity,  and  crimes ;  that,  inftead 
of  the  tribute  of   love  and   confidence  fo 
juftly  his  due,  fufpicibn,  diftruft  and  ingra- 
titude were  the  only  returns   for  hi?  cares 
and  affe&ion ;  that  his  moft  faithful  fervants 
were  every  where  the  objects  of  the  perfe- 
cution  and  hatred  of  that  people  for  whom 
he  had  done  fo  much  !     His  Majefty  was 
particularly  affedted  by  the  fanguinary  cruel- 
ty that  was  difplayed  againft  M.  de  Favras* 
whofe  only  crime  was  not  having  fufficiently 
difguifed  fentiments,  perhaps  too  wild,  in 
favour  of  Royalty.     It  was  not  eafy  to  find 
a  remedy  for  fo  many  evils.     What  was  to 
be  done  to  put  an  end  to  fo  many  vexations, 
fo  many  diffenfions ;  to  reconcile  fuch  oppo- 
fite  opinions  and  interefts  y  to  moderate  on 
the  one  hand  the  Revolutionary  enthufiafm, 
and  on  the  other  the  refentpient  and  zeal  of 
the  Royalifts  I  The  Miniftcrs  thought,  and 
perfuaded   the  King,  that  the  only  means 
from  which  he  could  hope  this  efFedt,  was  to 
yield  frankly  and  entirely  to  a  Revolution 
which  it -was  no  longer  poflihle  to  avoid  or 
to  Hop  j  to  endeavour  to  fupply  by  popula- 
rity the  authority  and  power  he  had  loft,  and, 
for  this  purpofe,  to  join  in  a  more  intimate 

and 
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-end  folemn  manner  in  the  labours  of  the 
Aflembly  on  the  new  Constitution;  in  a 
word,  to  take  the  lead  in  the  Revolution, 
the  better  to  diredt  it.  This  hope  deter- 
mined his  Majefty  to  adopt  the  important 
conduct  in  the  Aflembly  which  I  am  now  to 
relate. 

On  the  4th  of  February,  in  the  morning, 
the  King  by  a  letter  informed  the  President 
that  he  intended  to  go  to  the  Aflembly  at 
noon,  and  defired  to  be  received  without  ce- 
jemony.  The  Prefident,  however,  who  had 
been  informed  of  it  the  day  before,  had  or- 
dered a  chair  and  carpets.  This  was  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Aflembly,  who  voted  a 
Deputation  of  four-and-twenty  members  to 
meet  the  King,  and  that  the  Prefident  alone 
ihould  be  empowered  to  fpeak  in  his  Majef- 
ty *s  prefence.  The  Secretary's  defk  was 
removed  beyond  the  bar.  A  chair  covered 
with  purple  velvet  was  put  in  the  place  oc- 
cupied by  the  Prefident,  and  a  fimilar  piece 
of  velvet  was  fpread  as  a  carpet  at  the  foot 
of  the  chair.  The  Prefident  having  no  feat 
performed  his  office  (landing,  till  the  King 
arrived ;  -when  he  went  at  the  head  of  the 
Deputation  to  receive  him  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Hall,  conducted  him  to  the  chair  appro- 

S  4  priated 
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priatcd  for  him,  and  took  his  place  on  the 
right  of  his  Majefty.  Repeated  applaiifes 
and  fhouts  of  Vive  le  Roi!  refounded 
throughout  the  Hall  the  moment  his  Ma- 
jefty  appeared.  He  was  attended  only  by 
his  Minifters  and  fome  of  his  pages.  All 
the  members  of  the  Affembly  were  ftanding, 
and  the  King  remaining  fo  likewife  deli- 
vered the  following  Speech : 

"  Gentlemen, 

11  I  am  cpme  among  you,  impelled  by  the 
ferious  fituation  of  our  Country.  The  gra- 
dual relaxation  of  all  the  bonds  of  order  and 
fubordination ;  the  fufpenfion  or  inadtivity 
of  Juftice ;  the  difcontents  arifing  from  pri- 
vate loffes;  the  oppofitions,  the  unfortunate 
animbfities,  which  are  the  unavoidable  con- 
fequences  of  long  diffenfions ;  the  critical 
fituation  of  the  finances,  and  the  doubts  re- 
fpecfting  the  public  wealth  j  in  fine,  the 
general  agitation,  ?11  feem  to  cpnfpire  to 
keep  alive  the  anxiety  of  the  real  friend?  of 
the  profperity  and  happinefg  of  the  King- 
dom. 

"  A  grand  object  lies  before  you,  but  it 
muft  be  attained  without  farther  disturbances 
or  new  convulfions.     I  cannot  but  fay  that 

it 
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it  was  my  hope  to  have  led  you  to  it  in  a 
milder  and  more  tranquil  manner,  when  I 
formed  the  defign  of  affembling  you,  and  of 
uniting  for  the  public  welfare  the  talents 
and  inclinations  of  the  Reprefentatives  of 
the  Nation  ;  but  my  happinefs  and  my  glory 
are  not  the  lefs  clofely  conne&ed  with  the 
fuccefs  of  your  labours. 

"  I  have,  with  unremitting  vigilance, 
protected  them  againft  the  fatal  influence 
^hich  the  unhappy  circumftances  of  the 
times  might  have  over  them;  The  horrors 
of  famine  which  ftared  us  in  the  face 
laft  year,  have  been  removed  by  infinite  care, 
in  confequence  of  which  there  have  been 
immenfe  fupplies  of  provifions.  The  dif- 
order  that  might  naturally  enfue  from  the 
old  ftate  of  the  finances,  from  the  finking 
of  credit,  the  excefliye  fcarcity  of  money, 
and  the  gradual  decay  of  the  revenue ;  that 
diforder,  at  leaft  in  excefs,  has  been  hitherto 
averted.  I  have  every  where,  and  efpecially 
in  the  Capital,  guarded  againft  the  dan- 
gerous confequences  of  the  want  of  work, 
and  notwithftanding  the  lofs  of  vigour  in 
all  the  fprings  of  authority,  I  have  main-  N 
taincd  the  Kingdom,  not  indeed  in  the 
calm  I   could  have    wifhed,    far   from  it, 

but 
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but  in  a  ftatc  of  tranquillity  fufficient  to  re- 
ceive the  benefit  of  a  wife  and  well-ordered 
liberty :  laftly,  in  fpite  of  our  domeftic  fitu-r 
ation  generally  known,  and  in  fpite  of  the 
political  dorms  that  agitate  other  Nations,  I 
Jiave  prcferved  peace  abroad,  gtnd  I  have  con- 
tinued with  all  the  powers  of  Europe  in 
fhofe  bonds  of  refpedt  and  amity  that  are 
Jikely  to  render  the  peace  durable. 

"  Having  thus  fecured  you  from  obfta- 
cles  which  might  fo  eafily  have  obftrudt- 
ed  your  cares  and  your  labours,  I  think 
the  moment  is  arrived  when  the  intereft  of 
the  State  requires  that  I  fhould  join  in  a 
manner  more  exprefs  and  manifeft,  in  the 
execution  and  iffue  of  all  that  you  have  been 
planning  for  the  good  of  France.  I  cannot 
feize  a  more  fuitable  occafion  than  when 
you  prefent  me  for  my  concurrence  decree* 
for  eftablifhing  throughout  the  Kingdom  a 
new  organization,  which  mufl  have  fo  im- 
portant and  propitious  an  influence  on  the 
welfare  of  my  fubjedts,  and  the  profperity 
of  this  Empire. 

"  Gentlemen,  you  are  aware,  that  more 
than  ten  years  ago,  and  at  a  time  when  the 
wifhes  of  the  Nation  were  not  made  known 
refpeding  the  Provincial  AfTemblies,  I  had 

begun 
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Jregun  to  fubftitute  this  kind  of  Administra- 
tion in  the  room  of  one  that  had  been  con- 
fecrated  by  immemorial  ufage.     Experience 
having  convinced  me  that  I  was  not  miftaken 
in  the  ppinion  I  had  conceived  of  the  utility 
of  thefe  eftablifhments,  I  have  endeavoured 
to  extend  the  benefit  of  them   through  all 
the  Provinces  of-  my  Kingdom ;  and  in  or- 
der to  infpire  general  confidence  in  the  new 
modes  of  Admmiftration,  it  was  my  defirp 
that  the  members  that  were  to  compofe  it 
fhould  be  freely  appointed  by  the  citizens. 
You  have  improved  thefe  views  in  feveral 
ways,  and  particularly  by  that   equal   and 
wifely     defigned    fubdivifion,      which    by 
weakening  the  effeft  of  the  former  fepara- 
tion  of  Province  from  Province,  and   efta- 
blifhing  a  general  and  complete  fyftem  of 
an  equal  balance,  better  unites  all  the  parts 
of  the  Kingdom  in  one  mind  and  one  in* 
tereft.     This  grand  idea,  this  falutary  con- 
trivance, is  entirely  due  to  you  $  but  unani- 
mity in  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation, 
and  their  juft  afcendency  over  the  general 
opinion,  are  neceffary  in  order  to  undertake 
with  confidence  an  alteration  of  fuch  great 
importance,  and  to  overcome  with  the  force 

of 
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of    rcafon  the  refiftance  of  habit  and  pri- 
vate intereft, 

"  I  will  ufe  all  the  means  in  my  power 
to  promote  the  fuccefs  of  this  ftupendous 
organization,  on  which,  in  my  opinion,  the 
fafety  of  France  depends  :  and  I  frankly 
tell  you,  that  occupied  as  I  am  with  the  inr 
terior  Situation  of  the  Kingdom,  and  having 
my  eyes  continually  open  upon  the  dangers 
of  every  kind  with  which  we  are  furround- 
ed,  I  cannot  but  be  fully  fenfibje,>  that  in 
the  prefent  difpofition  of  the  public  mind, 
and  fituation  of  public  affairs,  it  is  necef- 
fary  that  a  new  order  of  things  fhould  be 
eftablifhed  calmly  and  peaceably,  or  the 
Kingdom  will  be  expofed  to  a}l  the  calami* 
ties  of  anarchy, 

"  Let  the  real  citizens  refledt  upon  it  as 
I  have  done,  by  fixing  their  attention  only 
on  the  good  of  the  State,  and  they  will  find, 
that  even  *  with  ^different  opinions  they  are 
now  urged  by  a  fupereminent  intereft  to 
unite.  Time  will  corre<5t  what  may  remain 
defective  in  the  laws  framed  by  this  Affem- 
bly ;  but  every  enterprife  that  tends  to  fhake 
the  principles  of  the  Conftitution  itfelf, 
every  defign  .the   objedl   of  which  was   to. 

overthrow 
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overthrow  or  weaken  the.  happy  influence  of 
it,  would  only  ferve  to  introduce  amongft  us 
the  frightful  .evils  of  difcord  ;  and  fuppof- 
ing  that  fuch  an  attempt  againft  my  people 
and  me  fliould  be  fuccefsful,  the  refult  would 
dfeprive  us  of  many  advantages  we  have,  in 
view  from  the  new  order  of  things,  with- 
out fubftituting  any  thing  in  their  flead. 

"  Let  us  then  fincerely  indulge  in  the 
hopes  we  may  conceive,  and  let  us  think, 
only  of  realising  them  by  unanimity.  Let 
it  be  every  where  known,  that  the  Monarch 
and  the  Representatives  of  the  Nation  are 
united  in  one  intereft  and  one  wifli,  that  this 
opinion  and  firm  belief  may  fpread  a  fpirit 
of  peace  and  good  will  throughout  the  Pro- 
vinces, and  that  all  citizens  of  good  cha- 
racter, all  who  are  able  to  ferve  the  State 
effentially  by  their  zeal  and  their  talents, 
may  be  ready  to  take  a  part  in  the  different 
fubdivifions  of  the  general  Adminiftration, 
every  linfc  of  which  fliould  concur  effica- 
cioufly  in  reftoring  the  order  and  profperity 
of  the  Kingdom. 

?*  We  muft  not  deceive  ourfelves ;  much 
is  to  be  done  before  we  can  attain  this  ob- 
ject. ..  An  invariable  will,  with  a  general  and 
.common  effort,  are  abfolutely  neceffary  to 

infure 
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infurc  fuccefsi  Continue  then  your  labours  * 
unmixed  with  any  paflion  but  that  of  doing 
good ;  devote  your  firft  attention  to  vthe  lot 
of  the  people,  and  public  liberty ;  but  take- 
pains  alfo  to  abate,  to  remove  all  diftruft, 
and  put  an  end  as  foon  as  poflible  to  the  vex- 
ations which  drive  fo  many  citizens  from 
France,  and  the  effedt  of  which  is  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  fafety  and  liberty  you  would 
eftablifh.  There  can  be  no  return  of  pro- 
fperity  without  general  content.  We  every 
where  perceive. hopes,  let  us  be  anxious  to 
fee  happinefs  alfo  every  where. 

"  I  am  fond  of  believing  that  one  day 
all  Frenchmen  indifcriminately  will  acknow- 
ledge the  propriety  of  fuppreffing  entirely 
.the  diftin&ion  of  Order  or  State,  in  calling 
on  perfons  to  work  in  common  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  for  that  profperity  of  the  Country 
which  concerns  all  citizens  alike ;  and  every 
man  ought  to  fee  without  pain,  that  in  fu- 
ture a  reputation  for  talents  and  virtue  will 
be  a  fufficient  qualification  for  being  ap- 
pointed to  fcrve  the  State  in  any  manner. 

M  At  the  fame  time,  however,  whatever 
recalls  to  the  memory  of  a  Nation  the  anti- 
quity and  continuance  of  the  fervices  of  an 
honoured   family,    is   a  diftin&ion  which 

nothing 
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nothing  can  abolifh ;  and  as  it  is  connected 
with  the  duties  of  gratitude,  thofe  of  every 
clafs  of  fociety  who  afpire  to  render  their 
Country  eflential  fervice,  and  thofe  who  enjoy 
the  honour  of  having  already  done  fo,  arc 
interefted  refpeding  that  perpetuation  of  titles 
or  remembrances  which  are  the  faireft  in- 
heritance that  men  can  tranfmit  to  their 
children. 

'*  Neither  can  the  refpedl  due  to  the  Mi- 
nifters  of  Religion  be  effaced ;  for,  that  re- 
fpedl  being  principally  connected  with  the 
holy  truths  which  are  the  fafeguard  of  or- 
der and  morality,  all  good  and  enlightened 
citizens  have  an  equal  intereft  in  maintain- 
ing and  defending  it. 

"  No  doubt,  they  who  have  relinquished 
their  pecuniary  privileges,  they  who  no  longer 
form,  as  heretefore,  a  political  order  in  the 
State,  will  find  themfelves  fubjedted  to  fa- 
crifices  of  which  I  know  all  the  importance  1 
but  I  am  perfuaded  their  generofity  will  lead 
them  to  find  confolation  in  the  public  advan- 
tages to  be  hopecl  from  the  eftablifhment  of 
the  National  Affemblies. 

"  I  too  fhould  have  many  lofles  to  reckon, 

could   I,  in  the  midft   of  ths  greateft  in- 

,  n  terefU 
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terefts  of  the  State,  wafte  my  thoughts  on 
private  calculations ;  but  I  receive  a  com- 
penfation  that  is  enough  for  me,  a  full  and 
complete  compenfat ion,  in  the  increafe  of  the 
happinefs  of  my  people,  and  it  is  from  the 
bottom  of  my  heart  I  here  fay  this. 

€<  I  will  defend,  then,  and  maintain  the 
constitutional  liberty,  the  principles  of  which 
have  been  confecrated  by  the  general  wifh  in 
union  with  mine.  I  will  do  more,  and  in 
concert  with  the  Queen,  whofe  fentiments 
are  the  fame  as  mine,  I  will  early  train  the 
mind  and  heart  of  my  fon  to  the  new  order 
of  things  which  circumftances  have  intro- 
duced. I  will  habituate  him,  "from  his 
carlieft  years,  to  place  his  happinefs  upon 
that  of  the  French ;  and  to  know,  in  fpite 
of  the  language  of  flattery,  that  a  wife 
Conftifu'tion  will  preferve  him  from  the 
dangers  of  inexperience;  and  that  a  juft 
liberty  adds  a  frefh  value  to  the  fentiments 
of  love  and  loyalty,  of  which  the  Nation 
has  for  fo  many  ages  given  fuch  afFe<5ling 
proofs  to  their  Kings. 

44  I  will  not  for  a  moment  doubt,  that  in 
completing  your  work  you  will  attend  with 
wifdom  and  candour  to  the  fupport  of  the 

Executive 
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Executive  Power,  without  which  neither 
durable  order  at  home  nor  refped:  abroad 
c^n  be  maintained.  You  can  have  no  rea- 
sonable diftruft  remaining :  it  is  therefore 
your  duty,  as  Citizens,  and  as  faithful 
Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation,  to  fecure  for 
the  State  and  Public  Liberty  that  inability 
which  can  refult  only  from  an  adtive  and  tu- 
telary authority.  You  will  furely  keep  in 
mind,  that  without  fuch  an  authority  all  the 
parts  of  your  fyftem  of  Conftitution  would 
be  destitute  at  once  of  connection  and  har- 
mony; and  while  you  are  attending  to  th* 
liberty  you  love,  and  which  I  love  too,  you 
will  not  forget  that  diforder  in  Adminiftra- 
tiori,  by  introducing  confufion  in  the  powers, 
often  degenerates  through  blind  violence  into 
the  moft  dangerous  and  moft  alarming  of  all 
tyrannies.        ,  •       ' 

"  Thus,  Gentlemen,  not  for  me,  (for  I 
throw  perfonal  interefts  out  of  the  queftion, 
in  confidering  laws  and  inftitutions  that  are 
to  regulate  the  deftiny  of  the  Empire,)  but 
for  the  happinefs  of  our  Country,  for  its 
profperity  and  its  power,  I  call  upon  you  to 
difmifs  from  your  minds,  all  impreflions  oif 
the  moment  which  might  divert  you  from 
.Vol.  II.  T  con- 
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confidering  in  its  whole  what  fuch  a 
Kingdom  as  that  of  France  requires,  as 
well  from  its  vaft  extent  and  immenfe  po- 
pulation,  as    from  its    inevitable   relations 

**  Neither  will  you  refufe  your  attention 
to  what  is  alfo  required  of  you  as  legiflators, 
by  the  manners,  character,  and  cuftoms  of  a 
nation  which  has  become,  from  its  fpirit 
and  genius,  too  celebrated  in  Europe  to  make 
it  a  matter  of  indifference  whether  the  fen- 
timents  of  mildnefs  and  confidence,  which 
have  gained  it  fo  much  reputation,  fhould 
be  fupported  or  altered. 

"  Give  it  likewife  an  example  of  that 
fpirit  of  juftice  which  is  the  fafeguard  of 
property^  of  that  right  refpe&ed  by  all 
nations,  which  is  not  the  work  of  chance, 
or  indebted  to  opinion  for  privileges,  but 
which  is  ftri&ly  connected  with  the  effential 
relations  of  public  order,  and  the  foundations 
of  focial  harmony. 

"  Why  is  it,  when  tranquillity  was  re* 
turning,  that  new  troubles  have  broken  out 
in  the  Provinces  ?  Why  is  it,  that  the  Peo- 
ple there  give  themfelves  up  to  new  ex- 
ceffes  ?  Join  with  me  to  put  a  Hop  to  them  ; 

let 
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let  us  ufe  all  our  efforts  to  prevent  criminal 
violences  from  arifing  to  tarnifh  thefe  days 
in  which  the  happinefs  of  the  Nation  is 
the  bufinefs  of  our  minds.  Do  you,  who 
have  fuch  means  of  influencing  the  public, 
convince  the  People,  who  are  mifled,  of 
their  real  interefts  ;  that  People  who  are  fo 
dear  to  me,  and  by  whom  they  who  would 
confole  me  for  my  anxieties  affure  me  that 
I  am  beloved.  Did  they  know  how  un- 
happy it  makes  mtj&  hear  of  unjuft  at- 
tempts againft  property,  or  a<5ts  of  violence 
again  ft  the  perfons  of  my  fubjedts,  per- 
haps they  would  fpare  me  the  heavy  af- 
fli&ion. 

"  While  I  am  fpeaking  of  the  great  con- 
cerns of  the  State,  I  cannot  omit  preffing 
you  to  attend  earneftly  and  decifively  to 
whatever  relates  to  the  re-eftablifliment  of 
order  in  the  finances,  and  to  the  tranquillity 
of  an  immenfe  number  of  citizens  who  are 
dependent  on  the  public  refources :  it  is  time 
to  relieve  all  uneafinefs  ;  it  is  time  to  reftore 
to  this  Kingdom  the  credit  it  has  a  right  to 
enjoy.  You  cannot  undertake  every  thing 
at  once;  I  therefore  invite  you  to  referve  for 
other  times  a  part  of  thofe  benefits  which 
T  2  .   the 
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the  union  of  your  talents  has  brought  into 
your  view.  But  when  you  have  added  to 
what  you  have  already  done,  a  wife  and  rea- 
fonable  plan  for  the  adminiftration  of  juf- 
tice  ;  when  you  have  fecured  the  founda- 
tions of  a  perfedt  equilibrium  between  the 
revenue  and  the  expences  of  the  State ;  in 
fine,  when  you  havd  completed  the  Confti* 
tution,  yow  will  be  juftly  entitled  to  the 
gratitude  df  the  public  ;  and  in  the  fuccef- 
fion  of  National  Affemblies,  a  fucceffioa 
founded  on  that  very  Conftitution,  it  will 
only  be  requisite  to  add  from  year  to  year 
new  meafures  of  profperity  to  all  thofe  fet- 
tied  by  you.  May  this  dfy,  on  which  your 
King  comes  to  unite  himfelf  moft  frankly 
and  moft  cordially  with  you,  be  a  memora- 
ble  epocha  in  the  hiftory  of  this  Empire ! 
I  truft  it  will,  if  my  ardent  wifhes,  and  my 
earneft  exhortations,  be  the  fignal  of  peace 
and  unanimity.  Let  thofe  who  yet  feel  re- 
luctant to  joining  heartily  in  a  fpirit  of  har- 
mony become  fo  neceflary,  facrifice  to  me 
all  their  painful  recollections,  and  I  will  re- 
pay them  with  my  gratitude  and  afledtion. — * 
Let  us  all,  and  I  fet  you  the  example,  pro* 
fefs  but  one  opinion,  one  intereft,  one  will,. 

an 
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an  attachment  to  the  hew  Conftitution,  and 
an  ardent  defire  for  the  peace,  happinefs, 
and  pr6fperity  of  France/3 

This  Declaratidn,  fo  paternal,  fo  concili- 
ating, excited  the  livelieft  emotion  in  the  Af- 
fembly :  continued  clapping  of  hands  inter*. 
rupted  the  King's  fpeech  almoft  at  every 
fentence,  and  anticipated  to  his  Majefty  the 
fincerity  of  the  gratitude,  refpedt,  apd  love 
cxpreffed  in  the  Prefident's  reply. 

The  Deputation  that  attended  the  King 
on  his  leaving  the  Affembly  reported,  that 
the  Royal  Family  had  come  to  meet  the 
King,  and  that  the  Queen  had  addreffed  the 
Deputation  in  the  following  words  :  "  My 
M  fentiments  are  the  fame  as  the  King's, 
"  and  I  concur  with  heart  and  mind  in  the 
M  ftep  which  his  love  for  his  People  has 
"  riow  led  him  to  take.  Here  is  my  fon  ; 
i€  I  will  talk  to  him  conftantly  of  the  vir- 
"  tues  of  the  beft  of  Fathers.  I  will  teach 
M  him  early  to  cherifti  public  liberty,  and 
"  I  truft  he  will  be  the  firmeft  fupporter  of 
"  it." 

-    The  Affembly,  who,  while  their  Deputa- 
tion were  attending  Jthe  King  on  his  return, 

T3  had 
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had  voted  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  charged  the  Deputation  appointed  to 
prefent  it,  to  pay  the  fame  refpe<5ts  to  the 
.Queen,  and  to  affure  their  Majefties,  that 
all  the  members  had  concurred  fincerely  in 
heart,  fentiments,  and  afFedtion,  to  confer 
crate  this  union. 

It  was  now  unanimously  decreed,  that  all 
the  Deputies  (hould  immediately  take  the 
civic  oath  by  the  call  of  names,  and  that 
thofe  who  were  abfent  fhould  not  be  admit- 
ted but  on  condition  of  doing  the  fame. — 
The  Prefident  afcended  the  tribune  firft,  and 
took  the  oath  in  thefe  terms  :  "  I  fwear  to 
"  be  faithful  to  the  Nation,  the  Law,  and 
"  the  King,  and  to  maintain  to  the  utmoft 
"  of  my  power  the  Conftitution  decreed 
%i  by  the  National  Afferpbly,  and  accepted 
*i  by  the  King.M 

As  foon  as  the  call  of  names  was  finifhed, 
the  crowd  of  fpeftators  that  filled  the  tri- 
bunes, participating  the  enthufiafm,  Tofc 
and  took  the  fame  oath,  amidft  the  applaufes 
of  the  Aflembly.  The  motive  on  which 
the  oath  was  propofed  and  adopted,  was  a 
hope  of  extinguishing  all  diffenfions,  by 
rallying  all  parties  in  a  common  engagement 

around 
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around  the  Conftitution  and  the  King,  who 
had  now  made  himfelf  a  part  of  it. 

What  good  effe&s  might  have  been  drawn 
from  this  general  union  and  enthufiafm,  had 
the  Minifters  known  how  to  have  taken 
advantage,  of  it !  Had  the  King  pointed  out 
more  precifely  to  the.  Affembly  the  part  he 
wifhed  them  .to  take,  his  Majefty  might 
have  added  at  the  conclufion  of  his  fpeech 
fomething  to  the  following  effedt :  "  But, 
"Gentlemen,  it  is  not  in  the  midft  of  trou- 
M  bles,  of  confufion,  and  of  diforder,  that 
ltr  a  new  form  of  Government,,  of  which  the 
M  foundations  are  not  all  laid,  that  a  new 
**  fyftem  of  Adminiftration  and  Police,  ftill 
"  incomplete,  can  be  eftablifhed  with  fuo- 
"  cefs.  If  this  partial  mixture  of  the  old 
"and  new  fyftem  were  pufhed  farther,  it 
"  would  inevitably  lead  to  the  definition  of 
"  the  State,  becaufe,  in  fpite  of  your  efforts 
"  and  mine,  the  calamities  and  outrages  that 
"  rend  this  Kingdom  daily  increafe  and 
"  become  enormous.  Confider  then  whether 
'*  it  be  not  more  advantageous  to  wait  the 
"  end  of  your  labours  on  the  Conftitution  in 
"  all  its  parts,  before  you  put  it  to  the  dec** 

five  proof  of  execution;  whether  the 
T  4  "  fafety 
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'*  fafety  of  France  does  not  majce  it  nece& 
f *  fary  for  you  to  maintain  in  full  force  the 
"  old  laws  and  the  power  requisite  to  have 
"  them  executed,  till  the  time  when  the  new 
"  laws,  matured  by  refle&ion,  and  form- 
"  ing  a  whole  wifely  combined,  might  be 
f<  eftablifhed  at  once,  without  leaving  the 
"  leaft  interval  to  anarchy.  Let  this  im** 
ic  portant  queftion  he  the  immediate  fubje<^: 
"  of  your  deliberation;  you  have  not  ^ 
V  moment  to  lofe  in  deciding,  for  the  fal? 
"  vation  of  the  Monarchy  depends  up? 
"on  it." 

If  a  requeft  fo  reafonable  had  been  con-? 
ccrted,  as  it  might  and  fhould  have  been; 
with  fome  of  the  principal  members  of  the 
Affembly,  there  is  no  doubt  it  would  have 
been  the  grounds  of  a  Decree,  at  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  -  famous  Sitting  of  the  4th  of 
February;  a  Decree  that  would  neceflarily 
have  included  the  abolition  of  all  Clubs,  and 
the  fuppreffion  of  all  the  National  Guard,  or 
at  leaft  thofe  of  provincial  towns.  The  licen- 
tioufnefs  of  the  prefs  would  have  been  re- 
drained.  The  jurifdi6tions  of  the  Provoft- 
Marfhal,  and  the  Marechauffee  would  have 
rcfumed  their  duty,  the  troops  of  the  line 

their 
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their  difcipline,  the  Courts  their  bufinefs,  the 
Municipalities  their  obedience,  and,  in  a 
word,  the  old  fyftem  of  powers  and  fubor- 
diaation  would  have  reftored  tranquillity  ^ 
and  difpelled  the  Revolutionary  fanaticifm, 
That  moment  of  refpite  and  of  calni  might 
have  fecured  a  preference  to  reafonable  ideas 
over  wild  ones.  The  Nation,  made  wife  by 
eight  months  dreadful  experience,  might 
have  been  induced  to  defire  only  reforms  as 
falutary  as  eafy,  inftead  of  a  Revolution 
already  marked  by  fo  many  difafters,  and  of 
which  the  termination  was  enveloped  in  as 
much  darknefs  as  the  confequences.  The 
Affembly  itfelf  might  have  been  forced  by 
the  public  opinion  to  recede. 

Such  are  the  precious  fruits  that  the 
King  might  have  gathered  from  the  enthu* 
fiafm  which  his  conduft  excited,  had  the 
Minifters  who  advifed  it  attended  more  to 
the  effeds  of  it.  As  the  King  was  reduced 
to  the  fad  refource  of  courting  popularity 
for  the  purpofe  of  recovering  fome  frag- 
ments of  his  power,  the  ufe  that  was  to  b« 
made  of  fuch  means  fhould  at  leaft  have 
been  understood  before  it  was  reforted  to ; 
and  there  could  not  be  a  more  utfef  ul  leflbn 
,  on 


282  ANNALS    OF    THE  [Feb.  179a. 

on  that  head  than  the  example  of  the  Mir  a* 
beaus,  Barnaves,  Chapdiers,  &c.  whofe 
popular  declamations  were  always  followed 
by  an  important  motion,  for  which  they  en- 
fured  fuccefs.  Such  motions  made  the  next 
day,  unaccompanied  with  the  patriotic 
preamble,  which  might  be  called  their 
pajfport,  would  have  been  rejected.  It  re- 
quired no  more  than  one  day  to  efface  the 
impreflion  that  had  been  made  by  the  King's 
Speech. 

In  the  Sitting  of  the  next  day  the  Affem- 
bly  applauded  indeed  the  replies  of  their 
Majefties  to  the  Addreffes  of  the  Deputa- 
tion, but  they  applauded  mechanically, 
without  emotion,  and  becaufe  they  had  ap- 
plauded the  day  before ;  there  was  no  longer 
any  thing  of  the  heart  in  it ;  yet  M.  Ma~ 
louet  was  deceived  by  it :  "  I  partake/'  faid 
he,  "  the  fatisfa&ion  felt  by  the  Affembly 
14  at  the  account  they  have  juft  received  ; 
"  but  I  think  that  the  Sitting  of  yefterday 
"  fhould  not  be  left  without  any  other 
"  trace  than  that  of  barren  applaufe.  The 
11  King's  conduct  was  the  refiilt  of  impor- 
"  tant  motives,  and  it  ought  to  be  attended 
"  with  important  effects ;  I  therefore  move, 

"  that 
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44  that  the  King's  Speech  be  now  read,  and 
"  that  this  Sitting  be  devoted  to  the  confi- 
44  deration  of  the  principal  fubjedts  men* 
44  tioned  by  his  Majefty." 

To  order/  To  the  Conflitution  !  refound- 
ed  from  every  part  of  the  Hall.  In  vain  did 
he  urge  u  that  their  Conftituents  in  the  Pro- 
**  vinces,  when  they  fhould  hear  of  the  in- 
•*  terefting  fcene  that  had  fo  greatly  affefted 
M  the  Affembly,  and  fhould  read  the  King's 
44  Speech,  would  be  at  a  lofs  to  conceive 
44  how  they  could  have  attended  in  prefer- 
44  ence  to  any  other  fubjedt"  He  was  an- 
fwered,  that  it  was  concurring  in  the 
King's  views  to  accelerate  the  divifion  of 
the  Kingdom ;  and  in  fadi  the  Affembly  im- 
mediately refumed  the  difcuflion  relative  to 
the  divifion  of  the  Departments  into  Dif* 
iri&s,  having  firft  voted  thanks  to  the  Pre- 
ficJent  for  the  Speech  he  had  addreffed  to  the 
King,  at  the  head  of  the  Deputation. 

That  Speech,  fincere  when  it  was  fpoken, 
but  fincc  fo  cruelly  contradicted  by  the 
condud:  of  the  Affembly,  is  rendered  by 
the  King's  melancholy  fate  an  effential  part 
of  his  Majefty's  hiftory,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

*  Sire, 
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"  Sire,  wc  come  to  offer  to  your  Majef- 
M  ty  the  firft  fruits  of  your  patriotifm  and 
«*  virtues,  the  oblivion  of  all  difTenfions, 
"  the  harmony  of  will,  and  the  union  of 
"  private  with  public  intereft.  The  happy 
"  effects  of  your  Majefty's  prefence  in  the 
f<  National  Affembly  were,  that  the  Repre- 
*•  fentatives  of  the  French  People  took  a 
u  folemn  oath  to  be  faithful  to  the  Nation, 
t€  the  Law,  the  King,  and  the  Conftitu* 
M  tion,  and  the  crowd  of  citizens  who  were 
"  prefent  demanded  to  be  affociatcd  in  this 
*'  auguft  and  holy  covenant.  Why  was  the 
"  humane,  jiift,  and  fenfible  heart  of  your 
41  Majefty  deprived  of  the  affedting  fight? 
* '  As  we  are  the  interpreters  of  the  Nation'* 
u  wifhes,  fo  ought  we  to  be  of  its  gratis 
"  tude.  Deign,  Sire,  to  accept  the  tribute 
"  of  it  with  kindnefs:  the  love  and  confix 
"  dence  of  their  people  are  the  real  treafurcs 
"  of  good  Kings.  Enjoy  thefe,  Sire,  and 
"  may  the  homage  of  your  co-tempo- 
"  raries  be  an  earneft  to  you  of  the  blcf- 
"  fings  your  memory  will  receive  from  pof- 
"  terity!" 

The  fame   fentiments  were   exprefled   to 
the  King  in  addreffes  from  all  the  Munici- 
palities 
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palities  of  the  Kingdom".  The  Capital 
added  a  Te  Deum  and  an  illumination, 
and  the  Aflembly  voted  an  Addrefs  to 
the  People,  urging  them  to  tranquillity. — 
They  thought,  no  doubt,  that  tfcat  was 
enough  to  fulfil  the  intentions  and  defires  of 
-his  Majefty. 

That  Addrefs,  drawn  up  by  the  Bilhop  of 
Autun,  was  read  in  the  Sitting  of  the  N  10th 
of  February,  and  was  a  mafter-piece  of  de- 
ceit and  cunning.  The  author,  under  pre- 
tence of  reftoring  tranquillity .  in  reviving 
confidence,  drew  a  moft  artful  picture  of 
the  condudt  and  motives  of  the  Aflembly, 
of  their  labours,  paft,  prefent,  and  to  come, 
reprefenting  them  all  as  equally  worthy  of 
admiration  and  of  gratitude :  in  fhort,  he 
feems  to  have  had  it  much  lefs  at  heart  to 
fecond  the  King's  paternal  views  than  to 
counterbalance  in  favour  of  the  National 
Aflembly  the  increafe  of  popularity  which 
his  Majefty  had  acquired  in  the  Sitting  of 
the  4th  of  February.  The  Aflembly,  agree- 
ably furprifed  at  having  done  fo  many  fine 
things  they  did  not  fufpedt  themfelves  of, 
admired  their  work  and  its  eulogium,  ap- 
plauded with  tranfport  the  Addrefs,  or  ra- 
ther 
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ther  the  deceitful  panegyric,  adopted  it  al- 
moft  unanimoufly,  and  ordered  it  to  be  fent 
into  the  Provinces  *. 

*-  Sec  Appendix,  No*  vii. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 


Orders  forged  in  the  King's  Name — Forged' 
Decrees  circulated  in  the  Provinces — 
InfurreBions — Provifional  Law  on  that 
Subjett — Its  DefeEls — Injujlice  and  In- 
confiflcncy  in  the  SupprcJJion  of  the 
Feudal  Rights — A  Plan  for  the  new  Or- 
ganization of  the  Army  propofed  by 
Alexander  Lameth — The  Judges  at  the 
Chatelet  acquit  M.  de  Buzenval,  M.  de 
Barentin,  and  others,  of  the  Charges 
preferred  againjl  them — The  Miniflers 
abufed  on  account  of  the  new  Penfwns 
granted  by  the  King— Decree — Dijlrefs 
of  the  People — Memorial  on  the  Finances 
by  Mr.  Necker — Another  Memorial  by 
that  Minijler  on  the  Formation  of  a 

Treafury 
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Triafury  Ojjice — Oppofed  by  the  Commit* 
tee  of  Finances  —  AJfignats  —  The  Pro- 
perty of  the  Clergy  Jet  up  to  Sple — Of- 
fers of  the  Municipality  of  Paris — Com* 
penfation  for  the  Gabelle — Supprejfion  of 
the  India  Company — Lettres  de  Cachet 
abolijhed — Report  on  the  Compenfation 
for  Tithes  and  all  Ecclejiajlical  Property, 
and  on  the  future  Provifion  for  the  Mi- 
nijlers  of  Religion — A  Motion  for  de- 
creeing the  Catholic  Religion  to   be  the 
Religion  of  the  State — Rejected — Popu- 
lar   Commotions  —  Several  Ecc/efajlics 
infulted  —  The  Guard  of  the  Affembly 
doubled — M.  de  la  Fayette  repairs  to  the 
■    Hall. 

1  HE  pleafing  emotions  of  joy  and  of ' 
hope  experienced  by  the  Parifians,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  King's  Speech,  and  of  the 
circumftanccs  that  took  place  in  the  Sitting 
of  the  4th  of  February,  were  rapidly  circu- 
lated by  the  public  papers  throughout  the 
Kingdom :  but  there  was  no  alteration-  in 
the  plan  of  the  Fa&ious,  whofe  emiffaries 
continued  to  overrun  the  Provinces,  to  arm 
the  brigands,  and  conftantly  excite  them  to 
'murder,  pillage,  and  burning  of  houfes,  by 

fhowing 
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fhowing  them  fometimes  forged  orders  of 
the  King,  and  at  others  forged  decrees. — ; 
Xhe  Affembly  every  day  learned  details  of 
fome  new  outrage,  arid  yet  every  day  their 
popular  orators  affedted  wonder  at  the  little 
blood  fo  fine  a  Revolution  had  coft. 

At  Beziers,  the  puftom-houfe  Officers  ap- 
pointed to  colledl  the  duties,  having  taken 
fome  people  at  the  gates  of  the  town,  who 
were  fmuggling  fait,  had  fled  to  the  Hotel- 
de-Ville  to  efcape  the  fury  of  the  populace, 
who  were  armed.  The  Municipal  Officers 
having  refufed  to  call  in  the  military,  as 
they  ought  to  havfc  done,  according  to 
the  decrees,  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
regiment  quartered  in  that  town,  of  his 
own  ^accord,  and  without  being  autho- 
rifed  by  the  Municipality,  made  the  great- 
eft  efforts  to  reftrain  the  brigands,  and 
to  engage  a  Municipal  Officer  at  lcaft  to 
pafs  the  night  at  the  Hotel-de-Ville  ;  but  his 
reprefentations  were  in  vain.  The  doors 
were  forced ;  the  unfortunate  Officers  of  the. 
Cuftom-houfe  were  mutilated  in  the  moll 
horrible  manner,  and  five  of  them  were 
hanged. 

The  Miniftry  fent  a  Memorial  to  the  Af- 
fembly to  inform  them  of  this  fad:,  as  well 

Vol.  II.  U  as 
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as  of  diforders  that  were  perpetually  break- 
ing out  in  feveral  Provinces,  the  continuance 
of  which  deeply  affiidted  the  King:  they 
urged  them  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  on  the 
part  of  his  Majefty,  to  proceed  without  de- 
lay on  the  means  moft  proper  to  put  an 
end  to  fo  many  calamities,  and  to  recon- 
cile civil  with  individual  liberty,  with  the 
fafety  of  perfons  and  property,  and  with 
the  general  fupport  of  public  order. 

This  Memorial  deferved  and  obtained  all 
the  attention  of  the  Affembly,  and  was  for 
feveral  days  the  fubjed:  of  their  delibera- 
tions. They  were  obliged  to  acknowledge 
the  infufficiency  of  the  meafures  which  they 
had  hitherto  adopted  for  re-eftablifhing  or- 
der and  enfuring  its  ftability.  The  Muni- 
cipal Officers  appointed  to  proclaim  martial 
law  refufed  to  do  it,  fometimes  through 
fear,  and  fometimes  through  difinclination. 
Only  fuch  decrees  were  enforced  as  flattered 
the  ambition  or  defires  of  the  multitude.— 
Proclamations  and  the  moft  eloquent  Ad* 
,  dreffes  were  without  effect :  frequently  there 
wants  but  a  phrafe  to  miflead  the  people 
and  excite  them  to  infurredtion— a  word  to 
their  paffions  is  enough ;  it  is  not  fo  with 
their  reafon,  for  it  is  feldom  in  the  power 

Qf 
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of  the  fincft  language  to  lead  them  back  to 
obedience.  Forty-eight  thoufand  Munici- 
palities organized  fince  the  new  Conftitu- 
tion,  formed  as  many  little  Republics  inde- 
pendent of  one  another,  and  without  any 
real  dependence  upon  a  fuperior  central  au- 
thority. The  organization  of  the  83  De- 
partments and  of  the  535  Diftridts  was  now 
to  complete  the  annihilation  of  the  elements 
of  the  old  Government,  and  to  fubftitute  a 
complicated  machine  of  wheel- work,  the 
force  of  which  infinitely  furpaffed  that  of 
the  chief  fpring  on  which  the  regulation  of 
its  motions  was  to  depend. 

Such  were  the  powerful  confiderations  on 
which  thofe  members  of  the  Affembly  adted, 
who  propofed,  as  Ihe  only  means  of  reflor- 
ing  order,  to  inveft  the  King  with  the  die* 
tatorial  authority  for  a  limited  time,  or  at 
leaft  to  renovate  the  Executive  Power  imme- 
diately,  and  to  organize  it  on  its  real  bails, 
the  Royal  authority  #  Mirabeau  and  his  ad- 
herents oppofed  both  thefe  motions  with  all 
their  force.  .  The  very  word  Difitator/hip 
made  them  (hudder.  As  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Executive  Power,  that  was,  they 
faid,  the  end  of  the  whole  Conftitution,  and 
(hould  neceflarily  be  the  laft  refult  of  it ; 

U  2  the 
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the  remedy  againft  infurredtipns  was  there- 
fore to  be  fought  in  the  decrees  already  pafled, 
and  particularly  in  martial  law  ;  and  to  en- 
fure  the  execution  of  that  law,  it  would 
fuffice  to  fettle  in  what  manner  the  Munici- 
pal Officers  appointed  to  proclaim  it,  ihould 
be  refponfible.  Others  were  for  proceeding 
in  the  firft  place  to  fatisfy  the  people,  by 
fupprefling  the  feudal  rights  by  a  Decree  that 
ihould  fliow  them  which  were  to  be  re- 
deemed, and  which  were  abolifhed  without 
indemnity.  The  majority,  however,  were 
of  opinion,  that  the  difcuffion  of  the  pro- 
vifional  law  relative  to  the  infurredtions 
ihould  be  firft  attended  to,  and  it  was  de- 
creed on  the  23d  of  February. 

This  law  was  more  adapted  to  encourage 
than  prevent  infurre&ions :  it  made  no 
mention  of  the  King  further  than  to  entreat 
that  he  would  order  his  Speech,  the  laft  Pro- 
clamation of  the  Affembly,  and  all  the  De- 
*  crees,  to  be  fent  without  delay  to  all  the  Mu- 
nicipalities. It  enjoined  the  Municipal  Of- 
ficers to  ufe  all  the  means  which  the  confi- 
dence they  enjoyed  gave  them,  for  the  effec- 
tual prote&ion  of  perfons  and  property,  and 
to  proclaim  martial  law  in  cafe  of  feditious 
riots.     Laitly,   it  declared  that,  when  any 

injury 
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injury  fhould  be  -committed  by  a  riot,  the 
Commune  fhould  be  refponfible  for  it,  if 
application  had  been  made  to  them,  and  if 
they  could  have  prevented  it,  except  redrefs 
can  be  had  againft  the  authors  of  the  riot, 
and  that ,  the  refponfibility  fhould  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Courts  of  the  place,  on  the 
application  of  the  Dire&ory  of  the  Dif- 
trid. 

By  not  fixing  either  the  form  in  which 
thofc  applications  were  to  be  made,  or  the 
cafes  in  which  the  Communes  applied  to 
ihould  be  judged  to  have  been  able  to  pre- 
vent the  rioters  from  committing  an  injury, 
the  AfTembly  clearly  indicated  to  the  Com- 
munes two  means  of  eluding  refponfibility, 
which  they  employed  fo  fuccefsfully,  that 
although  infurre&ions  and  plundering  were 
not  difcontinued,  it  never  appeared,  at  leaft 
to  me,  either  by  the  medium  of  the  public 
papers  or  other  information,  that  any  one 
perfon  whofe  property  had  been  pillaged  or 
burnt  had  been  indemnified. 

In  clearer  and  more  pofitive  terms  were 
the  different  decrees  drawn  up  which  an- 
nihilated the  feudal  fyftem,  and  all  the  ho- 
norary diftin&ions  enjoyed  by  the  Lords  of 
Manors  :  they  abolifhed  all  the  feudal  rights 
U  3  with* 
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without  exception,  and  without  indemnity 
as  to  thofe  to  which  the  Lords  could  not  efta- 
blifh  a  title  by  a  grant  of  the  land.  Thofe 
only  which  owed  their  origin  to  grants  of 
lands  were  declared  redeemable,  and  to  be 
maintained  till  redemption.  It  would  have 
been  more  popular,  and  much  more  fimple, 
to  have  fuppreffed  thefe  too  withqik  indem- 
nity ;  and  eventually  the  Lords  would  fcarce- 
ly  have  loft,  any  thing  by  it,  not  only  on  ac- 
count of  the  lownefs  of  the  fum  for  the 
redemption,  but  becaufe,  low  as  it  was, 
they  coulcf  not  demand  it  without  expofing 
their  property  to  pillage  and  fire,  and  their 
perfons  to  affaffination :  confequently  the 
rights  declared  redeemable  have  been  no 
f»ore  redeemed  than  thofe  fuppreffed  without 
indemnity,  although  the  payment  of  both 
one  and  the  other  ceafed  at  the  fame  time  ; 
and  when  Robefpierre  caufed  the  decree  of 
the  17th  of  July  1793  to  be  paffed,  fup- 
preffing  all  feudal  rights  whatever  withdut 
indemnity,  he  did  nothing  more  than  fane- 
tion  the  mode  of  executing  the  decrees  of  the 
firft  Affembly. 

On  that  Affembly  therefore  it  is  that  all 
the  cenfure  and  blame  which  fuch  a  robbery 
mtfrits  fliould  fall:   they  incited  it  by  the 

the 
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the  moft  unjuft  decrees,, and  then  they  either 
could  not  or  would  not  put  an  end  to  it. — 
The  abolition  of  the  feudal  rights,  even 
could  their  redemption  have  been  effedted, 
would  ftill  have  been  a  fhocking  injufticej 
for  no  power,  no  legitimate  authority,  had  a 
right  to  ordain  it.  The  pillaged  Lords  may 
ever  argue  in  the  following  manner :  "  It 
4€  pleafed  our  anceftors  to  invite  families  of 
€€  farmers  to  their  domains,  and  to  fettle 
4€  them  there  through  kindnefs,  giving  up 
4$  a  part  of  their  property  to  them,  on  con- 
44  dition  of  fome  perfonal  fervices,  and  a 
49  rent  twenty  times  lefs  than  the  produce  of 
4t  the  foil  granted;  and  now  you  are  for 
confidering  thofe  adts  of  kindnefs  as  adts 
of  tyranny  and  luft  of  gain,  and  thofe  - 
perfonal  fervices,  of  which  the  jufteft 
gratitude  was  the  principle,  as  a  degrad- 
ing flavery !  You  are  for  profcribing  a 
**  fyftem  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
"  country  have  been  indebted  from  genera- 
•'  tion  to  generation  for  all  their  means  of 
"  exiftence!  for  annulling  contradts,  the 
**  juftice  and  humanity  of  which  have  been 
"  confecrated  by  the  experience  of  fo  many 
44  ages;  for,  if  our  feudatories  had  found 
"  them  burdenfome,  they  would  not  have 
U  4  "  wanted 


€€ 
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"  wanted  your,  help  to  get  rid  of  them; 
"  they  would  have  made  ufe  of  the  power 
"  they  always  poffefled  of  cancelling  them 
"  by  giving  up  our  lands  to  us  I  What 
"  right  have  you  to  ftrip  us  of  them,  or  to 
"  compel  us  to  fell  them  according  to  the 
u  eftimate  of  the  low  quit- rent  to  which 
11  they  are  fubjedt?  Our  fathers  would  have 
"  left  us  a  far  richer  inheritance,  if  they 
<c  had  leafed  thofe  very  grounds  which  their 
"  humanity  and  generofity  induced  them  to 
"  grant  out  in  fiefs.  Do  you  mean  that  we 
"  fhall  fuffer  a  penalty  for  their  virtues? 
"  Unjuft  and  unwife  Legiflators  !  You  talk 
"  of  comforting  the  People,  yet  you  are 
"  urging  and  pronouncing  the  fpoliation  of 
"  thofe  who  have  constantly  comforted 
"  them,  and  you  are  depriving  the  poor 
"  pf  the  only  means  they  had  of  attaining 
"  property*,     Is  beneficence  then,  like  re- 

*  Upoiv  the  lame  principle  farmers  might  have  been 
authorifed  to  redeem  the  property  they'  rented.  Their 
fituation  was  much  more  to  be  pitied  than  that  of  feuda- 
tories, for  the  conditions  in  the  leafe  of  a  farm  were  far 
more  burdenfome  than  thofe  of  the  feudal  grants  ;  the 
Aflembly.were  therefore  inconfiftent  in  not  palling  a 
decree  in  their  favour.     It  is  true  that  the  Convention 

amply 
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*'  ligion,  a  fentiment  whofe  energy  is  to 
tl  be  increafed  by  perfecution  and  chaftife- 
"  ment?" 

The  difcuffion  relative  to  the1  feudal 
rights  was  interrupted  by  different  reports 
on  the  finances,  on  the  troubles  in  the  Colo- 
nies, and  the  organization  of  the  army.—* 
A^ocander  Lameth  being  charged  with  the 
laft,  prefented  a  plan,  which  fome  young 
Colonels  on  the  lift  of  his  friends,  and  who 
.were  alfo  Deputies,  thought  admirable ;  and 
the  Affembly,  trufting  to  their  profound 
knowledge,  declared  the  King  Generaliffimo 
of  the  army,  and  the  citizens  of  every  clafs 
admiffible  to  all  ranks  and  degrees.  They 
augmented  the  foldiers*  pay  about  three- 
half-pence  a  day,  and  that  of  the  Officers 
propprtion^bly,  the  difference  of  arms  and 
ranks  obferved;  and  they  ordered  that  the 
army  fhould  take  the  civic  oath  annually  on 

amply  repaired  that  Inconfiftency,  by  empowering  far- 
mers to  pay  for  their  farms  in  affignats  at  their  nominal 
value,  when  they  were  depreciated  eighty  and  ninety 
per  cent.  This  is  not  the  only  occafion  on  which  the 
Convention  feems  to  have  better  underftood  than  the 
pretended  Legiflative  Affembly,  the  real  fpirit  of  the 
principles  which  had  been  created  by  the  pretended  Con* 
ftituent  Affembly. 

.thef 
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the  14th  of  July.  The  commemoration  of 
the  great  events  which  had  iignalized  the 
fame  day  in  the  preceding  year,  being  an 
infallible  means  of  confecrating  and  perpe- 
tuating through  the  army  the  Remembrance 
of  a  rebellion  of  the  deepeft  dye  againft  the 
King's  authority,  wis  thought  as  ingenious 
as  patriotic,  and  confequently  loudly  ap- 
plauded. 

The  Abbe  Maury,  far  from  admiring 
this  plan,  ftrongly  oppofed  the  leading  arti- 
cles of  it.  He  maintained,  that  to  declare  the 
Kine  Generaliflimo  of  the  army  was  but  to 
malce  him  a  General  of  it ;  and  that,  as  the 
Aflembly  had  already  decreed  that  the  fu- 
preme  Executive  Power  refided  in  the  hands 
of  the  King,  to  be  confident  it  (hould  be  de- 
clared, that  the  army  of  France  wasjblely 
and  entirely  at  the  command  of  his  Majejty. 
The  word  Sovereign  having  in  the  courfe  of 
the  debate  unintentionally  efcaped  him  in 
the  place  of  the  word  King,,  the  conftitu- 
tional  ear  of  Alexander  de  Lameth  was 
exceedingly  offended  at  it.  "  There  arc 
"  Nations,"  cried  he,  "  who  can  believe 
"  that  they  have  Sovereigns,  but  the  French 
4<  "have  hone :  they  have  a  King,  and  I  con- 
"  fefs,  it  was  not  without  aftonifhment  that  I 

u  obferved 
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4€  obferved  the  Member  who  fpoke  laft 
*'  completely  forgetting  the  firft  principle 
44  we  acknowledged  and  confecrated  in  the 
*'  moil  folemn  manner,  that  the  fovereignty 
*'  refided  in  the  People." 

The  Judges  of  the  Chatelet,  having  pur- 
chafed  popularity  enough  on  the  18th  of 
February  by  the  condemnation  of  the  Mar- 
quis de  Favras,  to  venture  without  danger 
to  abfolve  fome  innocent  men,  acquitted 
M.  de  Buzenval,  M.  Barentzn,  M.  d'Auti- 
champ,  h/i.  de  Puyfegur,  and  Marfhal  Bro- 
glio.  This  judgment  excited  fome  popular 
murmurs,  but  happily  no  infurre&ion.  It 
was  obferved,  that  the  project  of  raifing 
an  army  of  30,000  men  having  conducted 
the  Marquis  de  Favras  to  the  gallows,  the 
Chatelet  ought  at  leaft  to  have  punifhed 
Marfhal  Broglid  as  feverely,  as  in  the 
month  of  July  preceding  he  had  really  been 
at  the  head  of  that  formidable  army  of 
30,000  men,  encamped  in  the  environs  of 
Paris  and  Verfailles.  But  according  to  the 
fufpicious  jurifprudence  of  Revolutions,  meni 
are  always  thought  lefs  criminal  for  what 
they  have  done,  than  for  what  they  are  fup- 
pofed  inclined  to  do :  a  paft  adfcion  occafions 
110  more  uneaiinefs,  and  its  heinoufnefs  is 

left 
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left  to  be  determined  by  the  Courts  of 
Juftice;  but  a  project,  however  chimerical, 
always  alarms  or  irritates  the  faction  againft 
which  it  is  directed,  and  then  it  is  either  * 
fear  or  anger  that  judges,  and  they  are  equally 
fevere. 

The  redu&ion  of  the  penfions  and  annual 
bounties  granted  by  the  Court,  and  the  in- 
quiry into  the  abufes  which  might  have 
crept  into  the  diftribution  of  them,  were  at 
thi6  period  an  object  of  public  attention*  and 
furnifhed  ample  matter  to  the  declamations 
of  the  fadtious  and  the  calumnies  of  the 
journalifts.  The  molt  outrageous  epithets 
were  lavifhed  on  whoever  had  a  fhare  in 
thofe  favours ;  they  were  depicted  as  the 
locufts  of  the  State,  as  the  leeches  of  the 
Nation:  but  it  was  particularly  againft  the 
■  unknown  penfioners,  who  were  inferibed  on 
the  fecret  regifter  called  the  Red  Book,  that 
the  declaimers  inveighed  moft  bitterly. 
Camus  the  Deputy,  Reporter  to  the  Com- 
mittee charged  with  the  confideration  of  this 
fubjedl,  had  obtained  a  decree  to  be  pafled, 
ordaining  that  the  payment  of  the  penfions 
ftiould  be  deferred  till  the  Aflembly  were 
made  acquainted  with  the  reafons  for  which 
they  were  granted,  and  had  decided  upon 

their 
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their  legality.  As  this  decree  did  not  de- 
prive the  King  of  the  power  of  ~  giving 
new  ones,  M.  de  St.  Priejt  had  thought  he 
might  difpenfe  with  applying  for  the  orders 
of  Camus,  in  difpatching  thofc  which  his 
Majefty  had  thought  it  juft  to  grant  to~  fomeL 
Officers  who  had  been  employed  at  the  Baf- 
tille ;  but  he  made  it  known  to  the  Commit- 
tee, and  informed  them  of  the  reafons  that 
had  induced  the  King  to  grant  thofe  new 
bounties.  Camus,  tranfported  with  rage, 
denounced  this  circumftance  to  the  Affembly 
as  an  enormity  which  muft  make  them  fhud- 
der.  He  complained  very  bitterly  of  the 
repugnance  fhown  by  the  Minifters  as  to  the 
communication  of  the  Red  Book,  often  ap- 
plied for  by  the  Committee,  and  as  often 
promifed  in  vain. 

On  this  Repojrt  the  Affembly  decreed  on 
the  5th  of  March,  that  no  new  penfion 
could  be  granted  without  their  exprefs  au- 
thority ;  and  that  the  Prefident  (hould  wait 
upon  the  King,  to  entreat  him  to  forbid  all 
his  Minifters,  and  other  agents  of  his  autho- 
rity, to  prefent  new  orders  or  creations  of 
penfiohs  to  him ;  and  to  enjoin  them  to  de- 
liver to  the  different  Committees  of  the  Af- 
fembly, upon  their  fir  ft  application,  the 
2  *     vouchers 
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vouchers  that  fhall  be  required  of  them,  and 
particularly  the  Red  Book. 

The  public  diftrefs  feemed  to  increafe  in 
proportion  to  the  fetters  placed  on  the  King's 
authority  and  beneficence.  The  Aflembly 
were  informed  that  the  city  of  Paris  alone 
contained  a  hundred  and  forty  thioufand 
poor;  and  M.  Freteau,  commiffioned  to 
inquire  into  this  calculation,  attefted  in  the 
Sitting  of  the  5th  of  March,  that  their  num- 
ber amounted  to  ten  thoufand  in  two  Dif- 
tri&s,  the  ftatements  of  which  had. been 
communicated  to  him  by  the  refpedlive 
Prefidents. 

The  Royal  treafury  was  alfo  daily  finking 
to  a  very  alarming  ebb.  Mr.  Necker,  de- 
ceived in  all  his  calculations  and  all  his 
hopes,  found  his  health  as  well  as  his  credit 
declining ;  but  his  pen  had  not  yet  loft  any 
of  its  fertility.  On  the  6th  of  March  he 
fent  in  a  Memorial  to  the  Prefident,  which 
on  account  of  the  ftate  of  his  health  was 
niuch  too  long  for  him  to  read  to  the  Affem- 
bly  himfelf.  He  obfervcd,  that  this  Me- 
morial referred  to  the  20th  of  February, 
and  requefted  indulgence  for  the  work, 
which  his  fituation  had  not  permitted  him 
to  retouch. 

The 
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The  Miniftcr  fliowcd  in  this  Memorial, 
that  the  delays  and  difficulties  attending  the 
payment  of  the  duties  and  impofts,  the  fup- 
plying  of  the  deficiency  in  the  returns  on 
the  Gabelle,  the  reftoring  the  balance  be* 
tween  the  revenues  and  expences,  and 
the  renewal  of  anticipations  in  the  year 
1790,  had  produced,  between  the  lft  of 
January  and  the  20th  of  February,  a  deficit 
of  forty-four  millions ;  that  the  extraordi- 
nary expences,  of  which  the  greater  part 
related  to  the  providing  of  corn,  would 
amount  during  the  fame  period  to  feventeen 
millions — the  total  deficiency  therefore  was 
fifty-eight  millions  for  fifty-one  days ;  and 
he  calculated  that  which  would  refult  from 
the  fame  caufes  in  the  courfe  of  the  fubfe-  - 
quent  ten  months  of  the  year  at  two  hun- 
■dred  and  ninety. four  millions.  "  On  view- 
44  ing,"  faid  he,  "  the  neceffities  of  the  pub- 
"  lie  treafury,  you  muft  either  fink  under 
4i  the  weight  of  the  difficulties,  which  ter- 
"  tainly  you  will  hot  do;  or  adopt  an -expe- 
ditious and  general  remedy,  fuch  as  iffu- 
ing  an  exceffive  number  of  State  bills,  or 
fall  upon  a  plan  of  agreement,  arrange- 
",ment,  and  abatement,  which  in  default  of 
44  all  other  extraordinary  refources  may  bring 
3  "  us, 
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"  us,  without  too  great  a  coilfufion,  to  a  pe- 
"  riod  of  perfect  re-eftablifhment  of  order 
"  in  the  finances." 

On  the  latter  hypothecs,  the  following  is 
the  manner  in  which  he  pointed  out  each 
article  of  refource  applicable  to  the  ten  fub- 
fequent  months  of  that  year : 

Livres. 
ift.  Money  in  bank  on  the  ift 

.  of  March       -  -       10,000,000 

ad.   Balance  on  the  eighty  mil- 
lions to  be  received  from 
the  Caijfe  d'Efcomfite       28,000,000 
3d.  Reduction  of  expences  in 

the  ten  months  -       30,000,000 

4th.  The    twentieths    of    the 

Clergy  -  -        9,000,000 

5th.  Renewal  of  the  antici- 
pations -  -       60,000,000 

6th.  Prompt  payment  on  the 
collections  made  by  the 
Receivers-General      -       15,000,000 

7th.  Gifts  and  patriotic  con- 
tributions      -  -       30,000,000 

8th.  Loan  to  be  made  in  the 

courfe  of  the  year      -       30,000,000 

Liv,  182,000,000. 
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Livres. 

Brought  over  -  -  212,000,000 
gth.  Delaying  to  increafc  the 
funds  appropriated  to  the 
annuities,  and  by  port- 
poning  to  the  end  of  the 
year,  on  an  amicable  com- 
pofition,  the  payment  of 
the  dividends  on  feveral 
objetfs  -  -       50,000,000 

I  oth.  Delays,  or  payments  in 

bills  at  a  date  to  run,  for 

different  expences      -      30,000,000 

,    Total  Liv.  292,000,000 

Mr.  Necker  then  difcufled  the  advantages 
and  difadvantages  of  the  convterfion  of  Afli- 
grtats  into  paper-money.  "  Such  notes,0 
faid  he,  **  the  purport  of  which  would  in- 
"  ceffantly  bring  to  mind  the  reality  of 
€i  their  objedt  and  their  term,  would  in  this 
44  point  of  view  have  an  advantage  over 
4€  the  notes  of  the  Caijfe  d'Efcompte,  of 
44  tirhich  the  mortgage  on  the  extraordinary 
**  funds  is  neither  dire&ly  nor  habitually  pre- 
"  fent  to  the  mind ;  they  would  alfo  recall, 

II  in  a  more  cotiftant  and  general  manner, 
44  the  intereft  which  the  citizens  have   in 

Vol.  II.  X  "  the 
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11  the  prompt  and  advantageous  realifing  of 
•'  the  property  defigned  for  the  redemption 
"  of  the  bills  admitted  as  money  into  circu- 
"  lation ;  and  many  happy  confequences 
"  would  refult  from  the  evidence  of  that 
lc  intereft :  nor  would  the  new  notes  par- 
"  take  in  the  difcountenance  which  the  ene- 
"  mies  of  the  Caijfe  d*Efcompte  had  brought 
"  upon  that  eftablifliment ; — though  indeed, 
"  cm  the  other  hand,  they  would  not  enjoy 
il  that  portion  of  credit  that  depends  oh 
"  habit,  the  influence  of  which  cannot 
"  be  thoroughly  eftimated.  But  a  more 
"  important  confideration  is,  that  the  ex- 
"  tindtion  of  the  Aflignat  paper-money  by 
-"  the  extraordinary  bank,  would  neceffarily 
y  be  flower  than,  that  of  the  Caijfe  d'Ef- 
"  compte  notes,  inafmuch  as  the  former 
_<€  could  not  operate  till  fuch  time  as  the 
41  produce  of  the  annuities  or  redemptions 
."  fhoujd  be  really  thrown  into  the  extraor- 
■"  dinarybank;  whereas  the  gradual  extinc- 
"  tion  of  the  Caijfe  d'Ef compte  notes  would 
41  take  place  from  the  moment  it  negotiated 
"  aflignments,  at  a  fixed  date,  on  the  Re- 
"  ceiver  of  the  extraordinary  funds." 

To  thefe  difadvantages  was  added  that  of 
ifluing  any  kind  of  paper-money  whatever 

in 
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in  fuch  quantity  as  to  fatisfy  all  the  wants  of 
the  public  treafury.  Mr.  Necker  did  not 
conceal  this  danger,  but  reprefented  that  a 
fum  of  two  or  three  hundred  millions  of 
paper-money,  joined  to  that  of  one  hundred 
and  fixty  millions,  the  prefent  amount  of  the 
Caiffe  d'Efcompte  notes,  formed  an  alarming 
total.  "It  is," "added  he,  "more  incum- 
"  bent  than  ever  to  go  on  in  every  thing 
"  gradually,  to  keep  always  clofe  to  opi- 
"  nions  and  events,  to  employ  daily  circum- 
"  fpeftion,  to  oppofe  every  difficulty  fepa- 
"  rately,  to  enter  as  it  were  into  a  compo- 
"  fition  with  all  obftacles,  and  to  ufe  pa- 
"  tiently  a  great  variety  of  means.  You 
"  muft  have  feen,  by  thofe  which  I  have 
"  pointed  out,  that  fuch  a  plan,  necdfarily  a 
"  mixed  one,  will  for  fome  months  longer 
"  render  the  adminiftration  of  the  finances 
"  infinitely  complicated — in-fliort,  that  it 
"  will  be  requifite  to  leave  it  a  degree  of 
€l  liberty  which  you  will  perhaps  be  uneafy 
"  to  fee  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  fingle  per- 
4<  fon.  But  he  who  from  the  month  of 
**  Auguft  1788  has  ftruggled  with  fo 
*€  many  obftacles,  and  has  endeavoured  to 
<€  fteer  the  ftorm-beaten  veflel .  into  port, 
'*  wifhes  more  than  any  other  perfon  to 
X  2  -l  lighten 
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44  lighten  his  burden,  and  diminifh  his  re- 
44  fponfibility,  not  towards  the  King,  not 
44  towards  you,  or  the  Nation,  but  towards 
44  a  cenfor  ftill  more  rigid,  towards  himfelf, 
14  It  doubtlefs  requires  great  ardour  to  un- 
44  dertake  fuch  a  talk,  which  I  am  aware 
44  will  be  replete  with  toil  and  anxiety;  but 
44  that  reflection  cannot  difcouragc  me,  be- 
44  caufe  my  mind  is  ftill  wholly  bent  on  the 
44  public  concerns.  In  my  eagernefs  to  devote 
* 4  and  facrifice  myfelf ,  I  could  feel  boklenough 
44  to  anfw^r  alone  for  the  whole  extent  of 
41  the  tafk,  if,  in  requiring  aflbciates  of  you, 
44  I  did  notjeonfider  a  projedt  the  utility  of 
44  which  will  be  experienced  at  all  times, 
"  and  which  will  be  ftill  .more  completely 
"  appropriated,  to  the  new  conftitutional 
44  order  you  are  eftabliihing.  This  project 
41  fhould  confift  in  a  Committee  to  be  infti- 
4i  tuted  by  the  King,  for  the  adminiftration 
44  of  the  public  money;  a  Committee  who 
iC  fhould  undertake  what  I  am  now  under- 
"  taking;  that  is  to  fay,  that  with  the  ap- 
44  probation  and  by  the  authority  of,  his 
44  Majefty  they  fhould  fix  all  the  daily  ex- 
44  pences,  determine  all  the  modes  of  pay- 
"  ment,  infpeft  all  the  receipts,  add  in  fhort 

"  diredfc 
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"  dfreft  the  whole  bufinefs  of  the  treafury 
"  without  any  exception  or  referve:  and 
**  the  Commiffioners  of  the  treafury  fhould 
'*  in  future  be  alone  the  King's  Minifters  for 
€%  that  department.  I  do  not  .mean,  Gentle- 
4€  men,  to  withdraw  myfelf  by  the  inftitu- 
€i  tion  of  which  I  am  fpeaking  to  you ;  it  is 
**  not  in  ftormy  weather  that  I  fhall  quit 
*•  the  veffel.  The  King  feels  the  advan- 
*«  tage  of  choofing  from  the  Affembly  moft 
**  of  the  Members  of  this  Committee :  but 
$t  for  this  purpofe  it  will  be  neceffary  for 
#*  you  to  depart  in  fome  meafure  from  the 
*'  decree  .you  have  paffed,  obliging  the 
49  Members  of  your  Affembly  to  accept  no 
f  *  place  under  Government  during  the  pre- 
4$  fent  Seffions.  I  fhould  think  the  princi* 
fC  pic  of  that  decree  not  applicable  to  the 
"  prefent  cafer  On  this  occafion,  it  is  ra- 
?•  ther  a  painful  burden  to  be  laid  on  thofc 
•4  whom  the  King  fhall  appoint  to  the  ac- 
"  tive  and  permanent  Committee  of  the 
**  Treifury,  than  a  favour  or  benefit  to  be 
41  conferred  on  them.  Of  whatever  import- 
•'  ance  general  principles  may  be,  there  are, 
"  however,  occafions  in  which  the  Legif* 
"  lature,  fwayed  by  the  welfare  of  the 
#*  State,  fhould  confent  to  fome  modifica- 
X  3  "  tions. 
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<c  tions.  To  the  important  confidcrations 
"_  which  I  have  laid  before  you,  I  will  add 
"  one,  to  which  you  will  attach  what  value 
* •  you  pleafe.  The  weak  ftate  of  my  health 
"  will  oblige  me,  in  the  courfe  of  the  fum- 
"  mer,  to  go  and  drink  the  waters;  and  I. 
"  cannot  anfwer  that  I  fhall  recover  fuffi- 
"  cient  ftrength  to  devote  myfelf  again  to 
11  the  labour  and  uneafinefs  which  have 
"  preyed  fo  much  upon  me.  You  may 
11  think  it  proper  then  to  allow  me  time  to 
"  be  ufeful  by  my  experience,  and  while  I 
"  have  ftrength  and  zeal,  to  thofe  who  are 
"  perhaps  one  day  to  fucceed  me  entirely  in 
"  the  adminiftration  of  the  finances." 

The  furplus  of  the  ufual  expcnces  over 
the  fixed  revenue,  or  the  deficit,  which  was 
fifty-fix  millions  at  the  opening  of  the' Af- 
fembly,  was  increafed  twelve  millions  one 
hundred  thoufand  livres  :  harricly,  ten  mil- 
lions for  the  amount  of  interdl  and  the 
redeeming  funds  appropriated  to  the  loaij  of 
eighty  millions  opened  'in  the  month  of 
Auguft  preceding,  and  two  millions  one 
hundred  thoufand  livres  for  paying  off  the 
annuities  granted  to  the  Caiffe  d'Efcompte* 
in  lieu  of  three  millions  five  hundred  thou- 
fand livres,  which  was  paid  to  it  annually  as 

intereft 
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intereft  at  five  per  cent,  of  the  capital  of 
feventy  millions  advanced  to  the  Royal  trea- 
fury  in  1787  by  the  ftock-holders. 

For  -this  deficit  of  fixty-eight  millions  of 
livres,  Mr.  Necker  found  nearly  a  balance  in 
the  following  heads : 

Livres. 

lft.  The  proceeds  of  fubjefting 
the  ecclefiaftical  property 
to  the  payment  of  the 
twentieths,  and  the  dif* 
continuance  of  the  fub- 
fcriptions  of  the  Princes 
and  fome  other  perfons  re- 
lative to  that  tax  -       9,000,000 

3d.  The  faving  of  the  fum  which 
the  Royal  treafury  paid  an- 
nually to  the  Clergy's  fund  2,509,000 

3d.  The  annuities  .  extinguifhed 

in  1789         *  •«-  1,500,000 

4th.  The  favings  or  reductions 

*     on  the  expences,  valued  at  52,000,000 

Total         65,000,000 


Mr.    Necketr    concluded    this    Memorial 

with  very  circumftantial  obfervations  on  the 

X  4  meani 
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means  of  paying  off  the  arrears  of  the  De-  | 

partments,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  or  two  hundred  millions ;  on  the  dif- 
ferent taxes}  on  a  fubftitution  for  thofe 
which  fhould  bef  or  thofe  which  were  al-  | 

ready  fuppreffed ;  on  the  different  expences 
which  might  be  affeffed  on  the  provinces ; 
and,  in  (hort,  on  all  the  meafures  .that  could 
tend  to  reftore  the  balance  between  the  re-  j 

ceipts  and  expences.  < 

This  Memorial,  which  was  fent  to   the  j 

Committee  of  Finances,  was  foon  followed 
by  another,  in  .which  Mr.  Necker  confined         j 
himfelf  to  combating  the  grounds  on  which 
it    was    faid    the   Aflembly    would    deny         i 
their   confent   to   any    of  their    Members 
being  chofen  for  the  Treafury-office :  but  in 
fpite  of  the  fentimental  effufions  and  all  the 
compliments  with  which  thefe  two  Memo- 
rials were  feafoned,  the  Committee  of  Fu 
nances   reje&ed   moft   of    the  means   pro- 
pofed    by   Mr.  Necker,   and   adopted   that 
which  he  deprecated — I  mean  the  converfion    . 
of  Affignats  into  paper-money.     They  pro-, 
pofed  to  iffue   four    hundred    millions    of 
them,  bearing  an  intereft  of  five  per  cent. 
as  well  for  the  purpofe  of  meeting  the  ex- 
traordinary expences,  as  for  paying  off  the 

one 
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one  hundred  and  fixty  millions  to  the  Caijfe 
d'Efcomftte;  and  to  appropriate  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Aflignats  the  price  of  the  eftates 
of  the  Clergy  and  of  the  domains,  four  hun- 
dred millions  worth  of  which  fhould  be  im- 
mediately put  up  to  fale.     The  MarquiS  de 
Montefquiou,   the  Reporter  of  the  Com- 
mittee, maintained,  that  the  Minifter  was 
miftaken  in  his  calculations ;  that  he  had  ex- 
aggerated the  neceflities  and  under-rated  the 
rcfources  * ;  that  the  admiflion  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Aflembly  to  the  office  or  Com- 
mittee of  the  Treafury,  wa&  irreconcilable^ 
with  the  important  decree,  the  principle  of 
which  was  to  place*  an  infurmountablc  bar 
between  the  centre  of  power  and  the  centre 
of  the  law;  that  the  choice  made  by  the 
Court  would  always  be  induced  by  intrigue ; 
and  befides,  the  refponfibility  of  the  Mini- 
fters  would  ceafe  to  be  entire  if  it  were  par- 
ticipated by  the  Members  of  the  Aflembly, 

It  was  certainly  very  eafy  to  accelerate  the 

frightful'  emiflion  of  four  hundred  millions 

of  Aflignats,  ,but  not  fo  eafy  to  promote  the 

.  fale  of  the  eftates  by  which  their  payment 

•  Mr.  Necher  a  few  days  after  publifhed  a  long  Me- 
morial refuting  this  affertion. 

was 
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Was  to  be  fecured.  In  times  of  tranquillity, 
of  confidence,  and  profperity,  the .  moil 
legal  fale  of  fo  con  fide rable  a  mafs  of  pro- 
perty would  in .  France  have  required  years 
to  be  effedted ;  but  in  times  of  trouble,  pe- , 
nury,  and  general  disorganization,  the  idea 
of  finding  a  fufficient  number  of  moneyed 
men  fo  imprudently  avaricious,  fo  fhame- 
leflly  difhoneft,  as  to  rifk  their  funds  in  pur- 
chafes  radically  bad,  and  thus  to  render, 
themfelves  accomplices  in  the  moft  unjuft 
and  fcandalous  plunder,  mull  be  regarded  as 
the  moft  chimerical  of  fancies.  What  right,  in 
fad:,  had  this-Aflembly  to  make  over  to  the 
Nation,  or  caufe  to  be  fold,  any  .property 
whatever  without  the  confent,  without  the. 
exprefs  authority  of  the  proprietors  ?  And 
what  property  was  there  in  France  that 
rcfted  on  fo  ancient  a  poffeffion  as  that  of 
the  Clergy,  or  on  titles  more  authentic  and 
refpedlable  ? 

The  National  Affembly,  fuppofing  it  le- 
gally invefted  with  the  plenitude  of  legif- 
lative  power,  might  no  doubt  have  declared 
that  fuch  eftates  as  the  Clergy  fhould  ac- 
quire in  future  fhould  be  at  the  difpofal  of 
the  Nation;  but  it  was  evidently  put  of 
their  power  to  extend  fuch  a  decree  to  ef- 
tates 
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tates  in  poffeflion  for  many  ages  under  the 
prote&ion  of  all  the  exifting  laws.  It  was 
violating  and  totally  overturning  legiflation, 
and  the  protecting  principles  of  all  property; 
to  enaft  fo  monftrous  a  law;  which  could 
only  be  fuitable  to  a  nation  compofed  of 
robbers,  to  whom  all  they  could  forcibly 
lay  hold  of  belonged,  by  the  fame  right  that 
the  purfe  of  the  traveller  belongs  to  high- 
waymen. '  When  Robefpierre  guillotined 
the  rich  land-holders  to  aflign  their  eftates  to 
the  difpofal  of  the  Nation,  he  did  no  more 
than  draw  a  very  accurate  dedu<5tion  from 
the  principle  that  had  been  eftablifhed  by 
the  firft  Aflembly  relative  to  the  Clergy. 
But  allowing  that  this  decree  were  as  juft  as 
it  was  atrocious,  and  even  confidering  the 
eftates  of  the  Clergy  to  have  been  really  and 
legally  the; property  of  the  Nation,  it  cer- 
tainly did ".  not  follow  that  the  Affembly 
could  lawfully  fell  the  fmalleft  part  of  them 
without  being  fpecially .  authorifed  to  do  it 
by  the  moft  formal  inftnidtions  from  their 
Constituents.  Now,  far  from  the  Nation's 
having  given  fuch  po4wers  to  their  Reprefcn- 
tatives,  the  electors  had  unanimoufly  ex- 
prefled  in  all  their  inftru&ions  the  moft  ex- 
plicit wifh   that   the   fecurity   of   property 

Ihould 
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fhould  be  refpefted ;  and  at  the  time  of  the 
union  of  the  Orders,  that  of  the  Tiers-Etat 
had  folemnly  promifed  to  be  conftant  to  that 
wifh :  of  courfe,  ideas  of  the  invalidity  of  fuch 
titles  rofe  every  where  againft  the  fale  of  the 
eftates  of  the  Clergy,  and  a  general  perfuafion 
prevailed  that  there  would  be  no  purchafers, 
when  the  Municipality  of  Paris  haftened  to 
remove  all  difficulty  on  the  occafion.  Four 
days  after  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ft* 
nances,  and  previous  to  any  Decree  upon  it, 
they  fent  an  Addrefs  to  the  Affembly ,  in  which 
they  offered  themfelves  as  agents  between 
the  Nation  and  the  moneyed  men;  and  defired 
to  purchafe  eftatcs  of  the  Clergy  to  the 
amount  of  two  hundred  millions,  according  to 
a  valuation  to  be  made  of  them.  They  offered 
in  payment  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions, 
payable  in  fifteen  inftalments  of  ten  millions 
each  every  year,  fo  that  .the  whole  would  be 
paid  in  fifteen  years,  and  bearing  an  intereft 
of  four  per  cent.  They  afked  for  their  trou- 
ble and  the.  ufe  of  their  credit  the  fourth  of 
the  produce  of  the  fale  of  the  eftates  which 
would  remain  in  their  hands,  after  having 
difpofed  of  a  fufficient  quantity  to  raife  one 
hundred  and  fifty  millions.  They  announced, 
that  as  foon  as  thefe  preliminaries  were  fet- 
tled 
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tied  they  would  attend  to  bidders  on  the  price 
of  the  valuation  to  be  made,  and  that  they  - 
had  already  received  confiderable  overtures. 

Thefe  means,  as  fallacious  as  they  were 
apparently  expeditious  for  accomplifhing  the 
fale  of  a  large  portion  of  the  property  de- 
clared to  be  National,  had  moreover  the 
merit  of  beginning  the  a&ual  fpoliation  of  the 
Clergy ;  and  the  Aflembly  therefore  did  not 
hefitate  to  adopt  them.  They  decreed,  after 
a  debate  of  two  days,  "  That  the  Dcmefnes 
44  and  Ecclefiaftical  Eftates,  the  fale  of 
-€  which  they  had  ordained  on  the  19th  of 
41  December  laft,  to  the  amount  of  four 
4<  hundred  millions,  fhould  be  immediately 
"  difpofed  of  to  the  Municipality  of  Paris, 
"  and  to  fuch  other  Municipalities  of  the 
4t  Kingdom  as  it  might  fuit  to  purchafe 
"  them  :  that  for  this  purpofe  the  Affembly 
f<  fliould  appoint  twelve  of  their  own  Mem- 
"  bers  Commiffioners  to  fettle  peremptorily 
**  with  thofe  who  Ihould  be  eledted  by  the 
"  Municipality  of  Paris  for  the  purpofe  of 
*  •  choofing  and  valuing  the  eftates  to  be  fold  to 
"  them,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  mil- 
"  lions,  at  the  prices,  charges,  and  on  the  con- 
"  ditions  which  fhould  be  finally  arranged; 
"  and  moreover,  at  the  charge  of  the  Muni- 

"  cipality 
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"  cipality  of  Paris,   to  make  over  to  the 

"  other  Municipalities,  at  the  fame  prices 

"  and  on   the  fame   conditions,  fuch   por- 

4<-  tions  of  the  aforefaid  eftates  as  might  fuit 

i€  them :    and   laftly,  that  notwithftanding 

■"  the  term  of  fifteen  years  demanded  by  the 

*'  Municipality,  the  Commiflioners  of  the 

"  Aflembly  fhould  exert  themfelves  to  pro- 

"  cure  the  fpeedieft  payments  poflible,  and 

"  a  general  liquidation;  and  that  for  this 

"  purpofe   the    Municipalities    ftiould    be 

"  bound  to  put  the  faid  eftates  up  to   fale 

"  without  the  leaft  delay,  and  to  fell  them 

"  as   foon  as  ever  a  purchafer  fhould  bid 

"for  the  faid  eftates  the  price  fixed  by  the 

."  valuation  of  the  furveyors." 

•  The  Abbe  de  Montefquiou  urged  in  vain 

the  jufteft  objections  againft  this  Decree : 

•*  You  have  already  decreed,"  faid  he,  "  that 

**  no  fale  of  the  eftates  of  the  Clergy  ftiould 

"  be  made,  except  upon  the  plan  of  the  De- 

"  partments :  wait  then  for  that  plan;  the 

"  demand  of  a  Commune  cannot"  take  place 

"of  it.     It  is  of  much  more  importance  to 

-"  begin  by  a  definitive   Decree  refpe&ingv 

-**  the  tithes :   you  have  decreed  their  fup- 

;"  preflion  with  a  compenfatibn  ;  the   fup- 

41  preffion  has  already  taken  place,  although 

"  you 
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"  you  have  as  yet  decided  nothing  as  to 
"  their  compenfationV  If  you  give  them 
"up.  to  the  landlords,  and  make  over  the- re- 
11  mainder  of  our  property  to  bankers  and 
"  flock-jobbers,  what  is  to  become  of  Reli* 
"  gion  and  its  ministers,  of  the  poor,  and 
"  the  creditors  of  the  Clergy?"  Thefe 
representations  were  fcarcely  attended  to, 
and  the  Decree  was  paffed  juft  as  I  have  re- 
ported it. 

It  was  entirely  then  the  intervention  of  the 
Municipality  of  Paris  that'  enfured  credit  to 
the  Aflignats,  and  brought  on  the  imme- 
diate fpoliatipn  of  the  Clergy ;  for  the  De- 
cree which  completed  it,  was  paffed  a  month 
after  that  by,  which  this  firft  fale  was  di- 
rected; 

In  the  intervening  time  the  Affembly  de- 
termined upon  a  fubftttution  for  the  Gabelle, 
and  in  its  place  laid  a  general  tax,  to  be  af- 
feffed  after  a  certain  rate,  on  the  already  ex- 
ifting  taxes.  They  fuppreffed  the  India  Com- 
pany, "and.  declared;  the  commerce  beyond 
the  Gape  of  Gopd  Hope  free  to  all  French- 
men. -They  alfo  decreed  the  abolition  of  m 
Lettres  de  Cachet,  and  ordered,  that  all  who 
vi&c.  detained  in  prifon,  by  virtue  of  war- 
rants  from  any   Agents   whatever   of   the 

Govern- 
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Government,  fliould  be  fet  at  liberty  in  fix 
weeks  at  fartheft.  "  If  any  thing  can  af- 
"  fe&  us/'  cried  Robefpierre  pathetically, 
"  we  irtuft  regret  having  fat   fix  months 

v""  without  having  yet  pronounced  the  li- 
"  berty  of  thofe  unfortunate  vi&ims  of  ar- 
"  bitrary  power— it  is  better  to  pardon. a 
•*  hundred  guilty  perfons  than  that  one  inno- 
"  cent  .man  (hould  faffer."  As  the  princi- 
ples cited  in  fupport  of  this  Decree  applied 
equally  to  all  arbitrary  arrefts  and  detentions, 
M.  d'Efirefmenil  moved  to  fet  all  thofe  at 
liberty  who  had  been  deprived  of  it  by  war- 
rants  from  the  Permanent  Committees,  and 
Committees  of  Inquiry;  but  the  motion 
was  too  anti-revolutionary  to  be  adopted, 
and  was  fcouted.  The  unlimited  power  of 
imprifoning  at  will  was  a  valuable  means, 
which  nothing  could  replace,  of  fupporting 
or  awakening  opportunely  the  alarms  of  the 
people  on  the  pretended  plots  of  the  Ari£* 
tocrats. 

The  firft  Sittings  of  the  month  of  April 
were  fpent  in  long  fpeeches  and  debates  on 

#  the  new  organization  of  the  judicial  power : 

the  courts,  magiftrates,  laws,  fontas  and  in 

(hort,  every  thing  was  to  be  changed ;  and 

the  having  been  a  part  of  the  old  fyftem  was 

2  in 
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initfelf  fufficient  grounds  for  reje&ing  the 
wifeft  inftitutions.      The    Clergy    had    to 
ftrUggle  not  only  againft  this  phrenfy  of  inno- 
vations, but  againft  the  jealoufy  and  covet- 
oufnefs  excited  by  their  riches •     The  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  confider  of  the  means  of 
a  compenfation  for  tithes  was  compofed  of 
members  taken  from  the  Ecclefiaftical  Com- 
mittee,   and    from    thofe    of  Agriculture, 
Finance,    and  Taxation.      They  united  all 
their  plans  relative  to  the  Ctergy,  and  form- 
ed from  them  one  general  projeft,  of  which 
a  Report  was  made  to  the  Affembly  in  the 
Sitting  of  the  9th  of  April.      It  compre- 
hended not  only  the.  compenfation  for  tithes, 
but  alfo  for  all   ecclefiaftical  property,  the 
new  organization  for  the  future,  and  the  fup- 
port  of  the  prefcnt  Clergy.     The   number 
of  Archibiftiops  or  TJilhops  was  reduced   in 
it  to  eighty-three ;  that  is,  to  one  for  each 
Department.  The  ftipend  of  the  Archbifhop 
of  Paris. was  to  be  fettled  at  50,000  livres; 
that  of  the  Archbi(hops  and  Bifhops  in  towns 
where  the   inhabitants  amounted  to  above 
one  hundred  thoufand  fouls,  at  25,000  li- 
vres; above  fifty  thoufand  fouls,  at  15,000 
livres,  and  all  under  that  number  at  10,000 
Vol.  II.  Y  livres. 
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litres.  With  refpert  to  parilli  priefte,  thdr 
ftipends  were  fixed  at  20OO  livrcs  in  parifhes 
containing  above  two  thoufaftd  fouls  >  at 
1550  livres  in  thofe  that  contained  above 
one  thoufand  fouls  ;  and  in  thofe  under  one 
thoufand  fouls  at  1 200  livres.  The  gene* 
ral  ftipend  for  curates  was  fixed  at  700  li* 
vres,  befides  a  parfonage-houfe,  which  was 
to  be  provided  for  them  as  Well  as  for  the 
parifh  priefts.  Thefe  difpofitions  were  re- 
lative to  the  future  Clergy.  As  to  the  pre- 
fent  incumbents,  the  Committee  propofed  to 
leave  the  Archbifhop  of  Paris  100,000  li- 
vres j  the  fiifhops  who  had  more  than  15,000 
livres,  and  the  pariflt  priefts  who  had  more 
than  1200  livres,  the  half  of  what  they  en- 
joyed, in  addition  to  thefe  fums.  In  a  word, 
the  total  expence  of  divine  worfliip,  includ- 
ing the  ftipends  of  its  minifters  to  the  num- 
ber of  forty-eight  thoufand,  the  penfioris  of 
the  friars  and  nuns,  the  neceflary  fuccdurs 
for  the  hofpitals,  colleges,  feminaties,  &c. 
and  the  expences  of  ere&ing  and  repairing 
buildings,  was  fixed  at  133,884,800  livres. 
The  plan  of  the  Committee  was  to  add  the 
raifing  of  this  fum  to  the  general  contri- 
butions, at  the  fame  time  fuppreffing  tithes, 
1  and 
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and  placing  in  the  hands  of  the  Nation,  un- 
der the  adminiftration  of  the  Departments, 
Diftri&s,  and  Municipalities,  the  whole 
amount  of  ecclefiaftical  property,  freed  of 
all  charges  and  mortgages  by  adding  the 
debts  of  the  Clergy  to  the  general  mafs  of 
the  debts  of  the  State. 

This  plan  was  applauded  with  ecftafy  by 
the  Fa&ious,  whofe  views  itanfwered-  by 
the  ftock-jobbers,  whofe  fpeculations  it  fa- 
voured ;  and  by  the  plunderers  of  every  clafs, 
to  whom  it  promifed  an  ample  booty.  This 
general  fpoliation,  the  atrocity  of  which 
the  hypocrify  of  the  Philofophers  thought  ^ 
to  palliate  by  calling  it  the  expropriation 
of  ike  Clergy \  was  faid  to  be  the  corner  - 
/tone  of  the  Conftitution,  and  to  reftore  re- 
ligion to  its  primitive  purity,  by  confining 
the-  minifter  to  his  duties,  who  was  often 
diverted  from  them  by  the  trouble  of  his 
harveft,  his  calculations  and  cares  of  a  nature 
purely  temporal. 

The  interefts  of  religion  and  its  minifters 
were  defended  with  as  much  dignity  as  elo- 
quence and  folidity  by  feveral  Deputies  of 
the  Clergy,  and  particularly  by  the  Bifliop 
of  Nanci  and  the  Archbifhop  of  Aix.  The 
latter,  at  the  conclufion  of  his  fpeech,  re- 
Y  2  newed, 
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ncwcd,  in  the  name  of  his  Order,  the  folemn 
offer  of  a  loan  of  400  millions,  to  be  de- 
creed and  levied  by  the  National  Affembly, 
fecu red  by  mortgage  on  the  property  of  the 
Clergy,  who  fhould  pay  the  intereft,  and 
alfo  the  principal,  by  fales  gradually  made 
according  to  the  canon  and  civil  forms. 

This  loan,  which  could  very  foon  have 
been  filled,  would  not  have  prevented  the 
file  of  the  portion  of  the  domains  of  the 
Crown  which  was  to  be  alienated,  and 
thofe  two  means  together  \vould  have  pro- 
duced about  60b  millions — a  fum  infinitely 
above  all  the  wants,  both  ordinary  and  ex- 
traordinary, of  the  public  treafury.  But, 
however  folid  thefe  refources  might  be,  the 
, Affembly  did  not  hefitate  to  rejed:  them; 
they  were  not  fufficiently  revolutionary.—- 
At  the  fame  time,  it  is  not  lefs  true,  that 
the  Clergy,  in  propofing  to  add  fo  con- 
fiderable  a  facrifice  to  that  which  they  had 
already  made  of  all  their  privileges  and  pe- 
cuniary exemptions,  confulted  their  ability 
lefs  than  their  zeal  for  the  fupport  of  Reli- 
gion and  the  Monarchy.  This  generous  of- 
fering, and  the  refufal  it  met,  will  both  de- 
fcend  to  pofterity,  the  one  a  glory  to  the 
Clergy  of  France,  the  other  the  fhajne  and 

'  con- 
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condemnation  of  the  majority  of  the  Aflem- 
bly.  Never  can  the  ftain  be  wafhed  out,  of 
having,  by  this  procedure,  facrificed  the 
fafety  of  the  State  to  the  facrilegious  hope, 
to  the  preconcerted  plan  of  overturning  the 
Altar  as-  well  as  the  Throne.  Every  fpecies 
pf  hypocritical  fophiftry  and  atrocious  art 
was  pra&ifed  by  thofe  pretended  philofo- 
phers,  to  get  rid  of  the  pious  motion  which 
was  made  in  the  fame  Sitting,  "  that  a  De- 
"  cree  ihould  be  patted,  importing  that  the 
••  Catholic,  Apoftolic,  and  Roman  religion 
"  was  and  fhould  ever  remain  the  religion 
"  of  the  Nation,  and  that  its  form  of  Wor- 
"  ftiip  fhould  be  the  only  one  authorifed." 
The  majority  of  the*  Nobility  applauded  this 
motion,  and  defired  it  might  be  put  to. the 
vote.  It  was  not  lefs  applauded  by  that 
large  and  pure  portion  .  of  the  members  of 
the  Clergy,  who  would  have  thought  no- 
thing of  the  facrifice  of  all  their  property, 
had  this  confol^tpry  Decree  been  the  price 
of  itP 

€€  God  forbid/1  faid  Charles  de  Lameth 

for  the  Cote-Gauche*  "  that  we  fhould  Qppofe, 

"  a  fentiment  that  pervades  every  heart   in 

*•*  thjp  AflTembly  j     I  will  qnjy  obferve,  that 

Y  3  "  the 
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•'  the  motion  now  propofed  to  you  can  but 

"  fervc  to  fpread  doubts  refpedhng  the  reli* 

«'  gious  opinions  of  the  Affembly.     Have 

"  we  not  manifefted  them  fufficiently  by 

M  taking  morality  and  religion  as  the  bafir 

"  of  all  our  Decrees  ?  Have  we  not  founded 

"  the  Conftitution  upon  the  brotherly  love, 

€t  the  good- will  towards  men,  the  cpnfoling 

"  equality  fo   much   recommended   by  the 

"  Gofpel?  The  Affembly  have,  to  ufc  the 

"  words    of    Scripture,    -  put    down    the 

14  mighty  from  their  feat,  and  exalted  the 

"  humble  and  meek  ;'  they  have  taken  un- 

"  der  their   protection  the  weak,  and  the 

§i  people  whofe  rights  were  not  underftood  i 

"  they  have,  in  ftiort,  realifed  for  the  hap- 

iC  pinefs   of   men   thofe   words   of.  Jesus 

"  Christ  hknfelf— «  the  firft  fhall  be  laft, 

il  and  the  laft  firft  :*  they  have  realifed  them ; 

*'  for  certainly  they  who  held  the  firft  ranks 

"  in  fociety,  and   poffeffed  the  firk  offices, 

"  will  pofTefs  them  no  more." 

This  evangelical  pathos,  imitated  from 
jhe  Tartuffe  of  Moliere,  would  not  have 
prevented  the  motion  from  being  adopted 
that  day,  had  it  been  put  to  the  vote;  but 
more  than   thirty   fpeakers   defiling   to  be 

heard 
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heard  befieged  the  tribune,  and  as  it  was  then 
half  paft  five  o'clock,  the  general  and  aU 
ways  powerful  eagernefs  to  go  to  dinner 
caufed  the  debate  to  be  adjourned  to  the  next 
day. 

The  Factious  employed  the  intervening 
time  fuccefsfully  in  fetting  to  work  their 
popular  means  of  influencing  the  decifioh; 
and  their  Agents,  exciting  the  animofity  of 
the  populace  againil  the  member?  of  the  Or- 
der of  the  Clergy,  marked  them  out  for 
their  threats  and  infults  under  the  name  of 
Calotins*.  It, was  imprudent  for  any  one 
to  appear  at  the  Tuilleries  or  Palais-Royal 
jn  the  ecclefiaftical  garb.  This  popular  fer- 
mentation rofe  to  fo  alarming  a  height,  as  to 
determine  the  Municipality  to  double  the 
guards  next  day  at  feveral  pofts,  and  parti* 
cularly  that  at  the  National  Aflembly*  Ge- 
neral La  Fayette*  whofe  military  fun&ions 
now  hardly  "allowed  him  to  fulfil  thofe  of  a 
lcgifjator,  thought  it,  hpweyer,  incumbent 
upon  him  to  repair  that  day  to  the  Affembly, 
*— whether  it  were  to  fupport  the  opinion  of 
his  party,  or  to  difpel  the  sl^rms  which  the 
agitation  and  clamours  of  fb?  people  that 
furrounded  the  Hall  were  wejl  c*lculatec|  to 

*  #  Calotte  is  a  part  of  the  clerical  drefs. 

Y  4  pxpite. 
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excite.  But  the  many  queftions  that  were 
put  to  him,  proved  very  clearly  that  his  pre* 
fence  had  not  removed  the  apprehenfions  of 
any  perfon.  "  The  Aflembly  are  not  free/* 
cried  M9  de  Foucault  feveral  times-*—"  They 
M  are  not  free/*  faid  he,  "  becaufe  we  arc 
"  permitted  only  to  propofe  amendments, 
4€  without  averting  our  opinion  on  the  ne«* 
M  ceffity  of  the  profeffion  of  genuine  faith 
"  in  favour  of  the  Catholic,  Apoftolic,  and 
"  Roman  religion.  Surrounded  by  the  peo- 
M  pie  and  foldiers  under  arms,  we  are  not 
M  free,  becaufe  an  appearance  of  this  nature 
*'  is  only  fit  to  fpread  terror,  and  fetter  the 
"  fentiments  of  men.  Why  this  crowd  of 
*•  people?— Why  thefe  foldiers  ?*'  added  he 
in  the  very  terms  fllirabeau  ufed  in  the 
month  of  July  preceding,  in  his  motion 
for  the  removal  of  the  troops.  '!  I  move 
'•  that?  it  be#  immediately  decreed,  that"  in 
■«*  future  the  meetings  of  the  National  Afc 
"  fembly  (hall  be  fixed  at  three  leagues  dif-v 
41  tance  from  th?  quarters  of  the  troops,  or 
**  that  they  may  not  approach  nearer  with*, 
*€  out  being  expreflly  required  by  the  Affem- 
*<  bly  fotado." 

Amidft  the  murmurs  created  by  this  mo* 
fipn   among  the  Cote-Gaitche,   M.  de  la 

Fayette 
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Fayette  afcended  the  tribune  -9  and  calmly  re- 
plied, that  in  doubling  the  Citizen  Guard, 
with  which  the  Affembly  had  deigned  to  bfe 
attended,  he  had  only  obeyed  the  orders  of 
M.  Bailly ;  but  that  there  was  no  danger  to 
be  apprehended,  and  he  was  happy  to  be  able 
to  fay,  that  there  was  not  a  man  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard  who  was  not  ready  to  flied  the 
laft  drop  of  his  blood  in  maintaining  the 
execution  of  the  Decrees  of  the  Affembly, 
the  freedom  of  its  debates,  and  the  inviola- 
bility of  the  perfons  of  all  its  members. 

None  of  the  fpeakers  in  favour  of  ac« 
knowledging  the  Catholic,  Apoftolic,  and 
Roman  religion  as  the  religion  of  the  State 
could  obtain  any  attention.  Only  the  op- 
pofers  of  that  motion  were  fuffered  to  fpeak, 
and  the  debate  was  clofed  as  foon  as 
they  were  heard.  A  motion  from  M.  dt 
Menouy  and  more  emphatically  drawn  up 
by  the  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucault9  having 
obtained  the  priority,  was  put  to  the  vote  and 
(rarried  in  thefe  terms : 

"  The  National  Affembly,  confidering 
#f  that  ttjey  neither  have  nor  can  have  any 
**  power  over  the  confeiences  or  religious 

"  opinions 
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"  opinions  of  men;  that  the  majefty  of 
"  Religion,  and  the  profound  refpe<5t  due 
.V  to  it,  (hould  prevent  its  becoming  the 
".  fubje<St  of  a  debate;  considering  that  the 
"  attachment  of  the  National  Aflembly  to 
u  the  Catholic,  Apoftolic,  and  Roman  wor* 
"  (hip  could  not  be  fufpe<3;ed  at  the  very 
"  moment  when  that  worfhip  wa$  going  to 
11  be  placed  by  them  in  the  firft  rank  of  the 
"  public  cxpences,  and  when,  by  an  unani* 
"  mous  impulfe  of  refpeft,  they  had  ex* 
M  preiTcd  their  fentiments  in  the  only  man* 
4C  ner  that  can  be  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of 
M  Religion  and  the  chara&er  of  the  Na* 
"  tional  Aflembly,  refolve,  that  they  neither 
**  can  nor  ought  to  come  to  any  determina- 
"  tion  refpedting  the  propofed  motion,  an4 
f%  that  they  will  refume  the  order  of  thp 
"  day  relative  to  the  ecclefiaftical  tithes/1 

At  the  opening  of  the  Sitting  next  day  fe«* 
veral  Ecclefiaftical  Deputies  complained  of 
having  been  ihfulted  *ipd  ill-treated  in  the 
ftreets,  and  at  the  entrance  of  the  Thuilleries; 
but  they  were  not  even  liftened  to.  Satif- 
fa&ion  for  outrages  buffered  by  the  members 
of  the  Qergy  was  not  the  order  of  the  day  ; 

but 
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but  the  fpoliation  of  them  was  which  was 
determined  that  day  by  the  adoption  of  the 
four  firft  articles  of  the  Decree  propofed  by 
the  Committee* 

After  fecuring  fo  immenfe  a  mortgage  for 
the  Aflignats,  the  Aflerxibly  foon  decreed, 
that  they  iliould  have  the  currency  of  money 
throughout  the  whole  Kingdom,  and  be  re- 
ceived as  cafti  at  all  banks,  public  and  pri- 
vate. They  reduced  to  3  per  cent,  the  in- 
tereft  of  5  per  cent,  allowed  for  them  by  the 
Decrees  pf  the  19th  and  21ft  of  December, 
and  fixed  the  firft  amount  to  be  iffued  at 
400  millions.  They  declared  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  debts  of  the  Clergy  were  held 
to  be  National,  and  that  the  public  treafury 
fhould  be  charged  to  pay  the  intereft  of  them 
and  the  principals. 

Thus  was  completed,  in  the  name  of  the 
Nation,  that  general  expropriation  of  the 
Clergy,  or  rather  that  immenfe  robbery 
which  was  the  certain  fore-runner  of  the 
fate  of  all  the  property  of  the  Kingdom. 

When  we  confider  the  progrefs  of  the 
Revolution,  and  all  the  fubverfions  it  has  ef- 
fected, we  are  tempted  to  think  that  it  was 
the  refult  tif  an  uniform  plan,  as  vaft  as  pro- 
found ;  srid  that  it  had  been  conftantly  di- 

re&ed 
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redted  by  the  fame  men,  from  the  confor- 
mity in  the  rneans  and  dexterity  in  ufing 
them.  From  the  fpoliation  of  the  Clergy 
was  to  fpring  the  abolition  of  the  Catholic 
worfhip;  and  the  degradation  of  Royalty 
was  to  produce  the  Republic  :  it  was  by  the 
means  with  which  the  former  always  threw 
a  veil  over  the  latter,  that  the  Altar  and  the 
Throne  were  to  be  fub verted.  Yet  they  were 
innovators  divided  among  themfelves,  ene* 
mies  to  one  another,  and  having  different 
views,  who  all  concurred*  without  a  pre-, 
vious  understanding,  iri  the  execution  of  a 
plan  which  none  of  them  had  formed,  and 
which  no  one  had  even  dared  to  conceive. — * 
The  Duke,  de  la  Rpchfifoucault,  and  many 
other  economists  and  philanthropies,  with 
intentions  which  they  believed  pure,  opened 
the  breach  through  which  Rahefpierre  ancj 
'Marat  were  to  rufti;  and  fame  parilh 
priefts,  whp  had  no  other  objeft  than  to 
attain  ecclcfiaftical  dignitites,  and  incre&fe 
their  income  by  diminishing  th^t  of  the  high 
Clergy,  recruited  the  Revolutionary  army, 
which  was  deftined  to  overturn  their  own 
peonages  as  well  as  the  palaces  of  their 
Bifhops.  The  People,  whofe  name  was 
borrowed  to  attack  all  the  ancient  institu- 
tions 
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tionS  both  civil  and  religious,  were  by  their 
ignorance,  as  well  as  their  impetuofity,  the 
blind  inftrument  of  all  the  horrid  events,  the 
objedt  of  which  was  carefully  kept  from 
them ;  for  they  would  have  exterminated, 
not  the  Ariftocrats,  but  the  Revolution- 
ifts,  if  they  had  been  let  into  the  fecret. 
Thefe  were  well  aware  of  the  danger  ;  and  it 
was  to  avoid  it,  that  in  the  Sitting  of 
the  2d  of  November  1789,  inftead  of  pro- 
pofing  at  once  the  fpoliation  of  the  Clergy, 
they  fpoke  only  of  the  advantages  of  a  bet- 
ter divifiori  of  the  property  of  the  Clergy, 
and  of  the  certainty  of  obtaining  them  by 
declaring  it  at  the  difpofal  of  the  Nation, 
whbfe  mind  might  be  made  known  refpedfc- 
ing  it  by  refolutions  in  the  Departments.— 
It  was  not  till  they  had  laboured  for  five 
months  to  miflead  the  public  by  every  man- 
ner of  means,  that  they  dared  to  take  one 
ilep  more,  and  to  propofe  to  invert  the  Ad-' 
miniftrations  of  the  Departments,  or  of  the, 
Diftri<3s,  with  the  management  of  theeccle- 
fiaftical  eftates.  The  intention  of  alienating 
them  was  by  no  means  made  known,  and 
the  People  were  always  made  to  underftand 
that  it  was  not  a  thing  to  be  thought  of  till 

they 
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they  had  been  confulted  m  iaH  tfcte  Com- 
munes. It  was  in  this  fenfe  that  the  insi- 
dious report  of  the  Committee,.,  and  the 
plan  for  a  Decree  they  prefented  were  drawn 
up.  The  debate  was  clofed,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  going  to  be  put  to  the  vote*  when 
M.  Malouet*  perceiving  the  fnare,  fuddenly 
unVeiled  it  by  moving,  that  before  the  dif- 
ferent articles  of  the  Decree  were  paifed  the 
principal  queftion  fhould  be  put  in  thcfe 
terms : 

lft,  Shall  the  incumbents  be  deprived  of 
their  benefices  ? 

2dly,  Shall  a  territorial  endowment  be 
preferved  for  the  churches  and  the  poor  of 
France  ? 

This  motion  inftantly  produced  in  the  Af- 
fembly  a  very  decided  opinion  againft  the 
peremptory  fpoliation,  not  only  among  the 
members  of  the  Cote-Droit,  but  on  the  part 
of  a  great  number  of  Deputies  of  the  popu- 
lar party,  who  not  being  in  the  fecret  of 
the  leaders  of  the  Revolution,  were  always 
ready  to  feparate  from  them  when  they  were 
fhown  an  ijnminent  danger  which  they  had 

not 
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not  perceived,  or  a  mifchief  which  they  had 
no  intention  to  do.  "  That  is  not  the  quef- 
"  tion,"  cried  the  fpeakers  of  the  Cote- 
Gauche  ;  "  there  are  fome  who  wifli  to  de- 
"  ceive  you,  and  to  deprive  you  of  the  great 
<€  means  of  credit  which  is  offered  to  you 
<f  by  the  fimple  mortgage  of  the  eftates  of 
**  the  Clergy  ;  the  queftion  is  not  about  the 
**  fpoliation  either  of  the  poor  or  of  the 
€<  churches  :  this  is  a  fnarfe  of  the  Arif- 
**  tocracy,  &c.  &c." 

Vociferations,  infiilts,  and  a  dreadful  tu- 
mult,  prevented  M.  Malouet  and  all  the 
members  of  the  Cote-Droit  from  making 
themfelves  heard;  .they  were  not  even  fuf- 
fered  to  fpeak ;  and  the  Decree  propofed  by 
the  Committee,  fupported  by  the  clamours, 
menaces,'  and  clappings  of  the  galleries,  ob- 
tained the  majority — and  the  more  eafily,  as  , 
the  fenfible  part  of  the  Deputies  of  the 
Clergy  took  no  fhare  in  the  decifion:  but 
1H11  it  would  have  been  rejected  by  a  majo- 
rity, had  not  its  definitive  objedt  been  fo 
formally  difa vowed.  The  fame  might  be 
faid  of  almoft  all  the  Decrees  which  have 
"produced  the  principal  events  of  the  Revo- 
lution. So  true  is  it,  that  this  political  hur- 
ricane, which  arofe  from  the  breaking  loofe 

of 
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of  all  the  paflions,  and  even  from  the  love  of 
good,  colle&ed  and  ftrcngthened  itfelf  with 
their  motions,  whichever  way  impelled, 
central  or  divergent,  and  violently  combined 
them  all  in  its  devaluations. 

At  this  crifis  an  infurre&ion  broke  out  at 
Lifle,  which  was  the  more  remarkable*  as 
it  laid  open  the  plan  formed  for  the  difor- 
ganization  of  the  army,  and  the  means  em- 
ployed for  that  purpofe  in  all  the  garrifons 
of  the  Kingdom.  The  four  regiments  that 
formed  that  of  Lifle,  La  Couronne,  Royals 
des-Vaiffeaux,  Colonel-General*  and  the 
Chajfeurs  de  Normandie,  were  living  in 
perfect  concord  among  themfelves,  and  with 
the  inhabitants,  and  remained  obedient  to 
their  Officers.  The  arrival  of  fome  Revolu- 
tionary Emiflaries,  and  particularly*  St. 
George,  the  Mulatto,*  who  was  attached  to 
the  Duke  of  Orleans*  very  foon  difturbed 
this  happy  harmony.  It  chanced  that  a  fol- 
dier  of  the  regiment  of  La  Couronne  was 
killed  in  fair  fighting  by  one  of  the  Chaf- 
feurs  de  Normandie;  and  this  was  reprefent- 
ed  to  the  comrades  of  the  former  as  an  affaf- 
fination,  for  which  they  ought  to  take  re- 
venge. The  regiment  Royal-des-Vaijfeaux 
took  the  part  of  that  of  La  Couronne,  and 

the 
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the  regiment  of  the  Colonel-General  fided  with 
the  Chauffeurs  de  Normandie.  The  7th  of 
April  being  the  day  fixed  upon  to  decide 
the  quarrel,  feveral  foldiers  of  three  of  thefe 
regiments  went  out  of  the  town  to  a  fpot 
agreed  upon.  But  *  the  Officer  who  com* 
manded  the  regiment  of  the  Colonel-General 
having  detained  them  in  the  citadel,  the 
battle  was  poftponed  till  the  next  day.  The 
Marquis  de  Livarot,  who  at  this  time  had 
the  command  in  Flanders,  in  the  abfence  of 
Prince  de  Robeck,  gave  orders  that  the  four 
regiments  fhould  return  to  their  quitters, 
and  empowered  them  to  fend  a  deputation  to 
him  next  morning  at  fevth  o'clock,  confift- 
ing  of  two  foldiers  from  each  company,  to 
lay  their  refpe&ive  grievances  before  him  • 
which  was  done.  The  meeting  was  at  firfi 
violent :  however,  after  a  long  debate  it  was 
agreed  that  the  paft  fhould  be'  forgotten, 
and  that  a  fincere  and  general  reconciliation 
fhould  take  place.  The  deputed* foldiers  all 
engaged  for  the  fincerity  of  it  upon  their 
word  of  honour.  At  that  moment  of  ef- 
fufion  and  confidence  they  voluntarily  and 
unanimoufly  denounced  five  public-houfes, 
in  which  they  were  provided  with  liquor 
gratis,  and  which  were  fo  many  centres  of 
VoL.IL  Z  dif- 
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difcord    and    rebellion.      M.  de   Livarot, 
happy  at  having  reftored  order  and  peace  in 
the  garrifon,  propofed  to  the  deputation  to 
go  with  them  to  the  quarters  of  all  the  regi- 
ments to  tell  them  of  this  good  news.     The 
propofal  was   received  with  rapture:  they 
went  out  with  him  carrying  him  in  triumph, 
and  at  the  fame  time  acclamations  of  joy 
echoed  through  the  town.     Three  of  the  re- 
giments appeared  at  firft  extremely  difpofed 
to  accept  the  peace  ;  which  was  not  the  cafe 
with  the  fourth,  the  Royal^s-Vaijfeaux.-—* 
M.  de  Livarot  heard   feditious  expreffions 
from  them  of  a  very  alarming  nature.  About 
noon  anonymous  notes  announcing  treachery 
were  difperfed  in  the  different  quarters.  The 
foldiers,   greatly    enraged,    formed    feveral 
groups  on  the  Place  d'Armes.     Thofe  be- 
longing to  the  regiment  of  La  Couronne 
and  the  Royal-des~Vaiffeaux  having  their 
mufkets,  forced  by  the  guard,  wefct  out  of 
the  town,  fired  in  the  fuburbs  on  the  fol- 
diers  of  the  two  other  regiments,  and  run- 
ning  to  the  arfenal  forced  the  gates  of  it. — 
M.  de  Livarot  immediately  flew  thither, 
re-inforced  the  poft,  anch  faved  the  arfenal, 
but  not  till  fifteen  mulkets  and  eight  hun- 
dred cartridges  had  been  taken  out  of  it. — 
2  At 
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At  the  fame  moment,  hired  emiflaries  went 
to  the  different  quarters,  talking  of  trea- 
chery, and  advifing  the  fqldiers  to  take  care 
of  their  General,  who,  they  faid,  had  only 
brought  about  this  pretended  reconciliation 
to  caufe  all  the  citizens  to  be  murdered.— 
The  prudent  meafures  taken  by  M.  de  Liva- 
rot9  and  his  adtivity,  prevented  a  general 
battle  ;  but  he  could  not  prevent  the  partial 
fkirmifhes  of  armed  platoons  as  they  met 
one  another.     Eight  foldiers  of  the  Colonel* 
General  and  of  the  Chajfeurs  de  Normandie 
were  killed  on  this  day,  and  about  fifteen 
men  wounded,  almoft  all  belonging  to  thefe 
regiments.      Enraged  at  this  lofs,  they  af- 
fembled  in  the  citadel,  with  the  refolution 
of  going  out    armed    to  engage   the  two 
other  regiments  in  a  general  battle.     Af.  de 
Livarot  was  no  fooner  informed  of  it,  than  he 
haftened   thither  to   endeavour  to    appeals 
them,  and  to  fend  them  to  their  quarters.- 
He  went  iijito    the  citadel  alone,    but   had 
fcarcely  begun  to  fpeak  when  his  ears  were 
aflailed  with  furious   fhouts:    he  was  in- 
fulted  and  abufed  in  the  moft  violent  man- 
ner.    Two  blows  were  levelled  at  him  with 
a  bayonet :  the  firft  did  not  reach  him,  but 
the  fecond  knocked  out  two  of  his  teeth. 

Z  2  "  Hang 
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c<  Hang  him !    hang  him  !  **    cried  they ; 
•€  we  are  betrayed ;  the  General  ordered  that 
i€  we  fhould  be  fired  upon."     Exafperated 
at  fo  atrocious   a  charge,    M*  de  Livdrot 
feized  the  foldier  who  uttered  it  by  the  col- 
lar, told  him  he  lied,  and  challenged  him  to 
maintain  it  ag&inft hirti  fword  in  hand.  This 
brave  and  noble  imputfe,  which  M.  de  Lu 
varot*s  rank  and  his  white  hairs  rendered 
more   remarkable,   made   the   moft   advan- 
tageous impreflion  011  all  the  foldiers ;  they 
ho  longer  talked  of  hanging  their  General, 
,hut  only   of  fecuring  his  per/on  without 
doing  him  any  harm:  He  was  firft  confined  in 
a  room  in  the  citadel,  under  a  guard  of  fixi 
teen  foldiers,  and  afterwards  removed  with 
the  fame  guard  to  the  houfe  of  the  Liiute* 
nant  de  Roi.     From  that  moment  the  foU 
diers  acknowledged  no  authority  but  that  of 
a -Committee  which  they  eftablifhed,    and 
the  -  members   of   which   they    chofe   from 
"among  themfelves.     This  pretended  Com- 
Stnittee,  not  knowing  how  to  get  rid  of  M.de 
Livarot,  tobk  the  refoliftian  of  deputing  four 
foldiei's  to  the  National  Affembly  for  their 
orders.     In-  fhort,  •  after  a-confinement  of 
-nine  days;  Mi  de-Livarot  left :  Lifle,   upon 
an  order  from  the  King  enjoining   him  to 
w      -  1  v    *  m     come 
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come  and  give  an  account  of  his  conduit. 
He  underwent  the  ftrilteft  examination  in 
the  Aflembly,  who,  finding  nothing  to 
blame,  merely  palfed  to  the  order  of  the 
day.  The  King,  more  juft,  beftowed  on  the 
Marquis  de  Livarot  the  praife  which  his 
zeal,  prudence,  and  devotion  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fervice  merited.  But  the  only  punifli- 
ment  that  the  fituation  of  affairs  fuffered  to 
be  given  to  the  four  fedifious  regiments  was 
their  removal  to  another  garrifon.  No  in- 
quiry was  made  refpelting  the  perfons  who 
defrayed  the  expences  of  the  foldiers  in  the 
five  public-houfes  denounced,  and  the  fall, 
which  was  atteftei  by  the  whole  garrffon  of 
Lifle,  was  considered*  by  the  JCfunicipality  as* 
j*n ungrounded  charge;,  "  ~:  4-..':  . 


Z  3  CHAP* 
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CHAPTER  .XXIII. 


Of  the  Red  Book. 

XHE  publication  of  this  Red  Book,  long 
expected  and  always  dcfigncd  as  a  monftrous 
memorial  of  the  mal-pra&ices  and  pecula- 
tion of  the  Minifters,  was  at  length  an- 
nounced. Mr.  Neeker  was  exceedingly 
aftoniQied  at  it,  and  the  more  fo,  as  the  De- 
fJUty  Camus,  who  had  written  to  him  in  the 
name  of  the  Committee  of  Penfions  for  a 
communication  of  this  Regifter,  had  aflured 
him  in  the  mod  pofitive  manner,  that  it 
was  not  the  intention  of  the  Committee  to. 
feed  a  vain  curiofity,  by  divulging  cir- 
cumftances  the  publicity  of  which  might 
be    productive    of   any    uneafinefs    to  the 

King. 
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King,  The  Minifter,  a  few  days  after, 
complained  bitterly  of  this  breach  of  their 
word,  to  the  members  of  the  Committee, 
who  had  gone  to  him  to  afk  for  another 
regifter,  and  reproached  them  with  having 
had  the  Red  Book  printed  without  authority 
either  from  the  King  or  the  Affembly.  "  As 
"  for  the  Affembly, "  replied  Camus t  "  it 
"  is  to  them  alone  we  owe  in  account  of 
"  the  motives  by  which  we  have  been 
"  guided :  as  to  the  King,  we  are  not  his 
"  Reprefentatives,  and  we  owe  him  no  ac- 
"  count  of  the  Commiflion  deputed  to  us 
•«  by  the  Affembly." 

It  was  extending  confidence  to  a  gre&t 
length  to  depend  upon  the  promifes  of  fuch 
a  man  as  Camus.  What  fidelity,  what-fen- 
timents  of  honour  could  be  hoped  from  that 
monfter  of  ingratitude,  who,  while  he  owed 
his  very  exiftence  to  the  Clergy,  by  whom 
he  had  been  long  employed  as  cqunfel,  and 
was  very  largely  paid,  gloried  in  figuring 
amongft  the  moft  violent  of  their  d  * 
and  in  difplaying  his  dull  and  brutal  info- 
lence  againft  them  ? 

The  Red  Book  was  a  regifter  in  folio, 
bound  in  red  morocco.     The  ten  firft  leaves^ 
contained  the  expences  under  the  reign  of 

Z  4  Louis 
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Louis  XV. ;  thofe  that  had  been  ordered 
by  Louis  XVI.  were  inferted  in  the  thirty- 
two  leaves  following;  and  the  reft  of  the 
xegifter  was  blank.  Each  article  of  expence 
was  written  by  the  Comptroller-General,  or 
the  Minifter  of  the  Finances,  and  checked 
by  the  initial  letter  of  the  King's  fignature. 
Every  change  <of  Adminiftration  was  marked 
in  this  Regifter  by  a  refolution,  written 
fometimes  by  the  King,,  and  fometimes  by 
the  .Minifter,  with  the  King's,  fignature 
at  length. 

The  firft  communication  of  the  Red  Book 
was  made  to  the  Committee  of  Penfions  at 
Mr.  Necker's,  before  M .  it  Montmorin*  on 
the  15th  of  March  in  the  afternoon.  Mr. 
Ntcker  having  declared  it  to  be  the  King's 
defire,  that  no  notice  fhould  be  taken  of-  the 
expenccs  entered  into  under  his  grand-fa- 
ther, the  Committee  began .  the  ,perufel  of 
<tl]p  book  with  the  firft  article  of  the  reign 
of  Louis  XVI,'  which  Was  the  item  of  a 
fum  of  goo, oooli vies  diftributed  among  the 
$oqjc  on  the  death  of  the  late  King.  T% 
part  of  the  Regifter  which  referred  to^  thp 
reign  of  ^ouis  XF.  was  fealed  up  within  a 
'ftriprof  paper  when  it  was  fent  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  •  Penfions.  That  flight  barrier 
v  was 
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was  refpe&ed  much  more  through  policy 
than  through  any  confiderafion  for  the 
King.  They  had  no  intereft  in  rendering 
the  Minifters  of*  Louis  XV.  odious,  and  it 
was  to  be  feared  that  a  comparifon  of  their 
Administration  with  that  of  the  Minifters  of 
Louis  XVJ9  beiiig  entirely  in  favour  of  the 
latter,  would4  counteract  the  effedt  propofed 
by  the  publication  of  the.  Red  Book.  It 
would  have  produced  none,  if  it  had  been 
printed  exa&ly ;  but  after  a  moft  minute 
examination  of  all  the  articles  of  this  fa- 
mous Regifter,  the  Committee  not  finding  in 
it  any  of  thofe  fcandalous  prodigalities  which 
they  had  beeji  inceffantly  reporting,  impu- 
dently put  in  practice  every  diflioneft  re- 
source to  miflead  opinion.  They  printed 
but  -a  very- flight  fketch  of  the  Red  Book, 
to  which  they  prefixed  an  Introduction 
every  fentence  of  which  was  an  atrocious 
impoffcure.  \  7  '      * 

In  this  Introduction  they  fay — "  The 
"  Rjed  Book  is  not  the  only  Regifter  which 
11  contains  proofs  of  the  covetoufnefs  of 
44  men  in  favour.  The  continual  labour  to 
44  which  the  Committee  devote  themfelves, 
44  discovers  to  them  a  multitude  of  proofs 
*>  "  of 
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€t  of  other  depredations,  which  they  will 
41  fucceflively  make  known.  At  a  moment 
"  when  the  Nation  is  exerting  itfelf  to 
"  eftablifh  order  and  economy  in  the  Fi- 
"  nances,  to  alleviate  the  burdens  of  the 
**  People;  at  a  moment  when  the  People 
*c  are  carrying  with  confidence  a  (hare  of 
"  their  pittances  to  the  public  treafury,  they 
"  fhould  not  be  left  ignorant  that  the  amount 
"  of  the  private  orders  for  money  (ordon- 
*'  nances  de  comptant)  contrived  to  cover  an 
11  infinity  of  expenees  which  could  not  be 
11  avowed  without  fhame,  were  as  follows ; 

Liv.  s.  d.  Lh.  s.  d. 

"  in  1779  116,176,562  14  7— in  1781     91,971,413  17  6 

"  in  1782    87,143,428     2  9— in  1783  M5>438>131  *9  9 
"  in  1784  111,714,986  14  ^— in  1785  136,684,828    5  2 

«  in  1786    87,958,401     6  7 — in  1787     82,913,075  16  1 


"  The  whole  amounting  to  860,000,828  17  2" 

This  violent  declamation  in  the  Introduc- 
tion to  the  Red  Book,  which  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  ordonnances  de  comptant,  .was 
certainly  extremely  mifplaced :  but  it  lyas  ftill 
moreunjuft,  and  totally  unfounded  j  for,  fo 
far  were  the  ordonnances  de  comptant  from 
being  contrived  to  cover  expenees  which  dared 
not  be  avowed,  that  they  were  chiefly  cm- 
ployed 
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ployed  in  difchargc  of  the  ufual  and  indif- 
penfabk  public  expences.  In  fad,  the  Re- 
ceivers-General difcharged  different  expences 
in  the  Provinces,  for  the  work-houfes  of 
the  poor ;  for  houfes  of  corredtion ;  for  re- 
mittances or  indemnities  on  cafualties ;  for 
epidemical  difeafes  of  the  cattle ;  for  the  ex- 
pences of  the  Intendant's  Offices  5  the  defi- 
ciencies in  the  taxes,  or  indemnifications 
granted  to  the  Provinces ;  accoutrements  of 
foldiers ;  charges  of  arming,  &c.  &c.  The 
difcharge  of  thefe  expences  was  verified  by 
the  Intendants,  and  the  Receivers-General 
were  reimburfed  for  them  -by  thofe  ordon- 
nances  de  comptant;  which  was  deemed  ne- 
ceffary  to  fpare  the  Chamber  of  Accounts 
the  minute  detail  of  an  immenfe  number 
of  receipts,  fome  of  which  might  have  been 
deficient  in  thofe  ftri&  formalities  required 
in  that  Court.  The  ordonnances  de  comp- 
tant  were  alfo  employed  for  paying  the  in- 
terests of  the  fecurities  or  funds  in  advance 
of  various  Companies  of  Finance ;  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  debts  of  the  old  India  Com- 
pany; the  interefts  and  cofts  on  moneys 
taken  up  by  anticipated  payments,  and  fojc 
feveral  loans  made  on  account  of  the  Royal 
Treafury  by-  the  States  of  the  Provinces. — 

Laftly, 
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Laftly,  it  was  by  thefe  ordonnances  de 
comptant  that  the  Fermiers  Gentraux  were 
reimburfed  the  funds  remitted  to  the  payers 
of  the  annuities  for  their  fervice,  and  which 
the  Fermiers  Generaux  threw  into  the  Royal 
Treafury,  for  the  purpofe  of  their  being  de- 
livered to  the  payers  of  the  annuities-    . .. 

The  account  of  the  Keeper  of  the  Royal 
Treafury,  who  paid  thefe  orders,  was  fettled 
by. the  King  himfelf  in  his  Council  of  Fi* 
nances,  compofed  not  only  of  his  Minifters, 
but  of  feveral  Counfellors  of  State.  A  ftate? 
ment  was  drawn  up  before  them,  called  th^e 
cajh  acquittance,  {acquit '  de  comptant ,) 
to  the  amount  of  the  fums  paid  by  virtue  of 
the  ordonnances  de  comptant.  This  ftater 
ment  was  examined  with '  the  orders  them* 
felves,  and  figned  by  the  King  and  the  Mi* 
nifters  immediately  after  the  examination. — • 
The  King  ordered  the  Chamber  of  Accounts 
to  allow  the  Keeper  of  the  Royal  Treafory, 
for  difburfements,  a  fum  equivalent  to  ihe 
amount  of  this  ftatement,  the  corre&nefs  of 
which  he  certified.  The  ordonnances  de 
comptant  there  mentioned  w^re  depofited  z\ 
the  Louvre,  to  be  preferved  and  exhibited  as 
occafion  required,  and  there  was  nat   one 

which' 
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which  did  not  exprefs  the  rcafons  for  which  it 
hadjjceti  given. 

The  Committee  had  been  informed  of  all 
thefe  circumftances,  and  fome  of  their  mem- 
bers had  even  gone  to  the   Louvre  to  exa- 
mine the  ordonnances  de  comptant ;  it  was 
therefore  with  their  eyes  open  that  they  took 
advantage '  of  the  ignorance  of  the  public  to 
criminate  a  form  of  Adminiftration  which 
could  have  nothing  in  it  reprehenfible,  and 
which  had  the  merit  of  rendering  the  audit  of 
the  Royal  Treafury  more  fimple  and  expe- 
ditious. One  might  have  fuppofed*  on  hearing 
the  declamations  of  the  Committee,  that  the 
Chamber  of  Accounts  was  a  high  National 
Court   authorifed  to  difcufs   and    coritroul 
whatever  expences   were  ordered  by  the  Ad- 
miniftration ;    whereas,  on  the  contrary,   it 
-was  3,  mere  couct  of  audit,  eftablilhed  by 
the  Monarch   to    receive  and  fettle  in  the 
King's  name,  and  for  his  eafe^  the  accounts 
of  the  Receivers  and  Treafurers  of  the  Royal 
moneys   and  of  the  revenues  of  the  State? 
and  it  was  for  this  reafon  that  they  admitted 
Without  examination  the  vouchers  which  the 
King  had  taken  the  pains  to  examine  him- 
felf  in   Council,  fuch   as  the  cajh  acquit- 
tances {acquits  de  comptant). 

"ft 
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44  It  will  be  neceffary,"  add  the  Com- 
mittee in  thrir  Introduction, 44  to  expofe 
44  to  the  view  of  the  Nation  the  audacity  of 
44  the  Minifters,  one  of  whom,  loaded  with 
431  the  King's  favours,  and  enjoying  ftipends 
44  and  penfions  to  the  amount  of  98,622  li- 
44  vres,  after  having  obtained,  on  the  26th 
44  of  March  1785,  penfions  for  ten  of  his 
44  family,  after  having  added   an  eleventh 
44  penfion  to  that  lift,  granted  to  a  relation 
44  whom  he  had  forgotten  before,  preferred 
44  alfo,  on  the  4th  of  September  1787,  the 
44  following  petitions  :    fox    an   hereditary 
44  Duchy,  with  an  annuity  of  60,000  li- 
44  vres,  1 5,000  of  which  to  be  fettled  on  each 
44  of  his  two  children,  and  a  fum  of  money 
44  down  to  affift  him  in  arranging  his  af- 
44  fairs.     Another,  while  he  took  the  ho- 
44  nour  with  tlie  public  of  receiving  only 
44  half  the  penfion  of  20,000  livres  ufually 
44  granted  to  the   Minifters,  petitioned,  on 
44  the  26th  of  November  1788,  for  a  dif- 
44  charge    of     100,000  livres,   a   fum   for 
*4  which  he  was  debtor  in  his  own  depart- 
44  ment  out  of   the  moneys  committed  to 
44  his  direction;  and  gave  as  the  ground  of 
44  his  petition,  that  his  predeceffors  had  ob- 
44  tained  almoft    every   year   gratuities   to 

44  the 
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*•  the  amount  of  from   80  to    100,000  lr- 
"  vres." 

Marfhal  de  Segur,  who  was  alluded  to 
in  the  firft  of  thefe  charges,  repelled  it  with 
force  and  dignity  in  the  following  letter, 
which  he  caufed  to  be  inferted  in  feveral  of 
the  public  papers : 

"  I  have  never  anfwered  pamphlets  or  li- 
**  bels.  lyiy  age,  rank,  fervices,  wounds, 
"  and  the  efteem  of  the  army,  were  in  my 
€§  eyes  a  fufEcient  defence  againft  injuftice 
41  and  calumny;  but  I  have  obferved  in  the 
"  public  papers,  and  heard  cried  in  the 
"  ftreets,  a  work  entitled  the  Red  Book, 
M  and  iigned,  to  my  great  aftoniftiment,  by 
"  the  Committee  of  Penfions,  although 
€§  neither  the  King  nor  the  National  Affem- 
"  bly  had  ordered  or  permitted  the  print- 
"  ing  of  it*  As  the  expences  in  that  book 
"  had  no  reference  either  to  myfelf  or  any 
"  belonging  to  me,  I  could  not  have  ima- 
"  gined  that  I  flxould  have  been  unjuftly 
"  cited  in  it  by  men  who  ought  to  have  re- 
"  fpe<Sted  me,  and  for  favours  which  were 
M  not  granted  to  me.  My  whole  life  is  the 
%t  pnly  anfyver  I  fhall  give  to  thefe  indecent 

charges  ; 


t€ 
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charges:  yet  I  think  it  proper  to  inform 
the-public,  that  the  relations  whom  Lam 
accufed  of  having  enriched  by  penfions,  are 
ten  ppor  gentlemen  of  my  name,  who 
themfelves  and  their  whole  family  ferved 
the  King,  and  moft  of  whom  had  not  jevcn 
the  neceflaries  of  life.  No  other  Mini- 
fter  but  would  have  thought  it  right  to  afc 
lift  them ;  and  being  their  relation  was 
no  reafon  why  I  fhould  be  unjuft  towards 
them.  The  whole  fum  that  was  divided 
among  all  thofe  Officers  was  a  penfion  of 
6000  livres :  let  the  public  judge  whether 
that  was  excefiive  or- not.  As  to  the  im- 
putation caft  upon  me  for  having  on  my 
own  authority  given  a  penfion  to .  an 
eleventh  relation,  it  is  a  falfity.  I  never 
granted  anything  during  my  Adminiftra- 
tion,  which  I  am  bold  to  term  irre- 
proachable, without  the  King's  order,  or 
approbation.  -  I  appeal  without  fear  to 
the  teftimony  of  a  Monarch  whofe  can- 
dour and  virtues  are  well  known.  I  did 
not  expe&,  after  having  fhed  my  blood, 
and  facrificed  my  fortune  for  my  country, 
that  any  one  would  have  dared  to  have 
upbraided  me  with  the  King's  favours  as 
a  crime,  much  lefs  with  thofe  which  he 

«  might 
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4€  might  have  been  willing j."but  which  he 
"  was  not  able  to  grant  me.  I  wifti,  for  the 
*'  fake  of  my  country  *  that  my  detra&ors 
"  may  be  of  as  much  ufe  to  it  as  I  have 
€<  been.  This  wilh  fhdll  be  all  my  reply 
*'  and  all  my  revenge.3' 

There  was  no  lefs  injuftice  in  the  imputa- 
tion of  covetoufnefs  call  upon  the  other  Mi- 
nifies who  having  obtained  no  gratuity  dur- 
ing his  Admihiftration,  and  cpnfenting  to  re- 
ceive only  the  half  of  the  penfion  of  20,006 
livres,  which  he  had  a  right  to  expedt  on 
retiring,  petitioned  to  be  difpenfed  with  re- 
porting a  fum  of  100,000  livres,  which  he 
had  received  in  advance  out  of  the  funds  of 
his  department.  But  befides,  fuppofirig  this 
petition  a  thoufand  times  more  reprehenfi- 
.  ble  than  in  fadt  it  was,  it  had  not  been 
granted  by  the  King.  No  mention  was  made 
of  it  in  the  Red  Book,  more  than  of  the 
ordonnances  de  comptant,  or  of  the  heredi- 
tary Duchy  and  the  penfion  petitioned  for, 
but  not  obtained,  by  Marfhal  de  Segur;  it 
is  therefore  very  evident  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Penfions,  by  filling  their  Intro- 
duction to  that  Regifter  entirely  with  calum- 
niating declamations,  which  ,  were  entirely 
Vol.  II.  A  a  foreign 
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foreign  to  it,  had  no  other  objedfc  than  that 
of  feizing  an  occafion  which  appeared  very 
favourable  to  publilh  a  libel  againft  the  Mi* 
nifters. 

To  give  an  air  of  moderation  to  this  in- 
decent compofition,  in  order  to  procure  for  it 
the  more  credit,  the  Committee  had  inferted 
great  eulogiums  on  the  Arid:  economy  of  the 
King  in  every  thing  relating  to  his  own  af- 
fairs or  perfonal  gratifications,  repeating  his 
words — "  There  is  no  hurry"—44  Good, 
u  provided  it  occafion  no  new  expences." 

The  conclufion  of  this  Introduction  is 
too  remarkable  to  be  pafled  over  in  filence — 
the  words  are,  "  The  King's  wilhes  for  the 
44  relief  of  France  (hall  not  be  difappointed. 
44  The  Nation  cannot  but  with  great  fatif- 
44  fadtion  perceive,  that  by  fupprefling  in 
44  future  all  indifcreet  gifts,  and  by  ceaf- 
44  ing  to  be  prodigal  in  order  to  be  al- 
44  ways  generous,  it  will  diminish  the  bulk 
44  of  expences  perhaps  one-fifth  yearly.19 
It  would  have  been  difficult  to  pufh  impof- 
ture  and  buffoonery  farther ;  aijd  to  be  fatif- 
fied  of  it,  we  have  only  to  caft  our  eyes 
on  the  fketch  of  the  Red  Book  as  drawn 
up  by  the  Committee  themfelves,  and  print- 
ed at  the  end  of  this  Introduction.  That 
l  fketch 
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fketch  makes  the  total  of  the  fums  entered 
on  the  Red  Book  from  the  rgth  of  May  1774 
to  the  16th  of  Auguft  1789  artiount  to 
227,985,7 16 /n>.  tar*  idk  This  fuirt  di± 
vided  by  the  fifteen  years  and  three  months 
leaves  for  each  year  fourteen  millions  nine 
hundred  and  forty  thoufand  and  upwards.—* 
To  avoid  fractions,  let  us  average  the  year  at 
fifteen  millions,  and  fuppofe  that  all  the  ex- 
pences  for  which  this  fum  was  employed 
could  have  been  fuppreffed,  the  faving  that 
would  have  refulted  from  it  on  the  bulk  of 
the  expences  of  the  State  *  which  amounted 
then  to  near  fix  hundred  millions,  could  not 
have  been  £  fifth ;  it  would  have  been  at 
ttioft  three  per  cent.  This  miftake  is  too 
enormous  not  to  give  grounds  for  fufpicion 
of  difhonefty  in  thofe  who  committed  it.  I 
will  not,  however,  dwell  on  this,  left  I  fhould 
be  accufed  of  treating  the  Committee  of 
Penfions  with  too  much  feverity ;  but  I  fhall 
be  lefs  indulgent  to  much  more  ferious  er- 
rors which  they  have  committed  know- 
ingly, the  proofs  of  which  I  fhall  now 
ftate. 

The  fkeleton  of  the  Red  Book  publilhed 

by  the  Committee  is  divided  into  ten  chap- 

A  a  2  tert  : 
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ters :  the  firft  contains  the  fums  given  by 
the  King  to  his  brothers,  amounting  to 
28,364,211  liv.  13J.  6d.  This  fum  divided 
by  fifteen  years  and  three  months  was  not 
communfous  annis  two  millions  a  year  j  and, 
had  the  AflTembly  not  interfered,  it  would 
have  been  confidferably  reduced,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  payment  of  the  debts  of 
tKe  Princes,  and  of  the  improvements  they 
had  made  in  the  adminiftration  of  their  re- 
venues. I  am  willing,  neverthelefs,  to  leave 
to  the  Committee  all  the  honour  of  the  en- 
tire fuppreflion  of  this  article. 

The  gifts  and  gratuities  make  up  the  fe- 
cond  chapter,  the  amount  of  which  is 
6,174, 793/w-  igs.  lod.  Among  other  ar- 
ticles were  the  following: — A  remittance 
made  by  the  King  to  his  aunts,  being  the 
purchafe-money  for  the  Palace  of  Bellevue, , 
754,337  liv.  15s. ;  for  payment  of  the  debts  of 
the  Princefs  Chrijiina,  150,363  liv.  8s.  6d- ; 
the  price  of  her  pearls,  diamonds,  and 
trinkets,  bought  by  the  Queen,  158,993  liv. ; 
a  fum  granted  by  the  King  to  Montgolfier, 
for  the  conftru&ion  of  a  new  aeroftatic  ma- 
chine, 40,000  liv. ;  and  two  orders  payable 
to  bearer,  of  20,000  livres  each,  for  two 

of 


A?»Ii.i790.]       FRENCH    REVOLUTION.  357 

of  the  three  years  of  affiftance  granted  to 
the  Countefs  de  Lameth  for  the  education 
of  her  children:—  40,000  livres.^  Although 
the  fum  total  of  the  expences  reported  in  this 
chapter  amounted  to  6, 174 ,793  liv.  lgs.  lod. 
yet  many  of  them,  and  particularly  thofe  I 
have  mentioned,  were  not  of  a  nature  to  be 
continued.  The  income  of  the  King's  aunts, 
though  very  fmall  confidering  theur  rank, 
was  managed  with  fuch  order  and  economy 
that  it  would  have  exceeded  their  tvants, 
had  not  their  bounties  and  alms  conftantljr 
kept  an  exaft  balance  between  their  expen- 
diture and  their  receipts.  The  Princefs 
Chrijtina,  being  dead,  had  no  longer  any 
debts  to  pay,  or  diamonds  to  be  fold ;  and  al- 
though the  education  of  the  young  Lamtths 
coft  the  King  much  more  than  he  had.  a 
right  to  expedt,  it  is  certain  that  it  was  no 
longer  at  the  expence  of  the  public  money  *. 

I  am 

*  I  ought,  for  the  accuracy  of  the  faft,  to  add,  that 
although  the  condudl  01  the  Lameths  inthe  AflTembly  and 
at  the  Jacobin  Club  entirely  fecured  them  from  the  fuf- 
picion  of  being  fold  to  the  Court,  they  haftened  imme- 
diately after  the  publication  of  the  Red  Book  to  remit 
to  the  Royal  Treafury  the  60,000  livres  that  had  been 
drawn  from  it  for  their  education. .  I  lhall  not  inquire 
A  a  3  -  T  whether 
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I  am  ready,  however,  to  fuppofe  ftill,  that 
the  zeal  of  the  Committee  alone  could  ef- 
fect the  fuppreflion  of  all  the  expences  of 
the  nature  of  thofe  which  form  this  chap~ 
ter  as  well  as  the  following  one,  which 
amount  to  2,221,341/^-  13*  4^.  fifing 
from  penfions  and  ftipends. 

The  fourth  chapter  ftated  the  King's  alms, 
and  the  fum  total  was  254.000  livres.  The 
extraordinary  alms  had  nothing  in  common 
with  thofe  which  the  King  gave  every  day 
from  his  own  private  funds,  and  they  were 
too  moderate  to  be  charged  with  prodi- 
gality :  this  expence  then  could  not  bear  any 
redudtion.  • 

The  fifth  chapter  prefents  the  indemnities, 
advances,  loans,  placing  of  money,  and  ar- 
rangements of  accounts  j  and  the  total  is 
15,254,1 06 /tt;.  12s.  2d.  But  the  advances, 
loans,  placing  of  money,  arid  arrangements 
of  accounts,  which  engroffed  the  greater 
part  of  that  fum,  could  not  be  placed  in  the 
number  of  expences.  The  indemnities  only 
ought  to  be  ranked  in  that  clafs,  and  the 

whether  the  reftitution  of  this  money  was  di£Uted  by 
ingratitude  or  not,  but  content  myfelf  with  obfcrving, 
th&t  it  was  imperioufly  dernanded  by  juftice.; 

different 
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different  articles  of  that  nature  contained  in 
this  chapter  amount  only  to  377,526  livres. 
Thefe  indemnities  were  bounties  granted  in 
return  for  expences  incurred  for  the  King's 
fervice.  Thefe  the  Committee  confidered  as 
indifereet  gifts. ;  and  (hould  we  allow  with 
them  that  they  deferved  that  infolent  epi- 
thet, yet  it  will  ftill  be  true  that  the  only  pof- 
iible  faving  #s  to  the  expences  contained  in 
this  chapter  was  reduced  to  377,526  lu 
vres. 

The  fixth  chapter  is  entitled  Purchafes 
and  Exchanges ;  it  does  not  clearly  appear 
why,  for  there  is  no  mention  made  in  it  of  a 
iingle  exchange.  The  ten  articles  of  which 
\t  is  compofed  all  relate  to  the  following 
purchafes  :-^-ift»  The  rents  and  revenue  of 
Clermontoisj  2d.  the  Palace,  Park,  and 
Lordfhip  of  L'ifle-Adam ;  3d.  the  Forefts  of 
Lamors  and  Floranges ;  4th.  the  Duties  of 
Excife  of  Vendome,  and  Salt  of  Brouage  ; 
5th.  the  Woods  of  the  Maifon  Eftate ; 
6th,  fome  Duties  of  Excife  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Anjou  /7th.  the  Houfeof  Beaujon. 
The  fum  total  of  the  expences  reported  in  this 
chapter  amounted  to  20,868,821 /w.  2s.  gel. 
However  convenient  thefe  purchafes,  it 
feould  perhaps  have  been  better  to  have  pofl> 
A  a  4  poned 
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poned  all  of  this  kind  till  more  profpcrous 
times,  and  the  King  had  made  no  new 
ones  fince  the  year  1789 ;  but  thofe  which 
had  been  completed  were  neither  ihdifcreet 
gifts  nor  prodigalities :  they  had  produced 
an  increafe  of  the  revenues  pf  the  State,  and 
the  fuppreflions  announced  by  the  Commit- 
tee could  not  apply  to  the  expences  com- 
prifed  in  this  chapter. 

The  affairs  of  Finance,  the  fum  total  of 
which  amounted  to  5,825,600  livres,  are  the 
fubjedt  of  the  feventh  chapter.  This  fum  had 
been  entirely  employed  in  reimbursing  the  ex- 
pences of  the  extraordinary  fervicein  Finance, 
that  is  to  fay,  the  intereft  of  temporary  loans 
obtained  by.  the  Keepers  of  the  Royal  Trea- 
fury,  on  their  credit,  to  fecure  payments  that 
could  not  admit  the  delays  which  often  hap- 
pened in  collecting  the  revenues  of  the  State. 
The  cenfures  of  the  Committee  did  not  ap- 
ply to  the  expences  of  this  nature;  and  the 
faving  they  were  capable  of,  always  depend- 
ed on  the  pun&uality  of  the  Treasurers  and 
Receivers  in  gathering  the  taxes,  and  in  re- 
mitting the  amount  of  them  to  the  Royal 
Treafury. 

The  eighth  chapter  is  the  moft  remarkable, 
comprifing  the  expences  of  the  Department 

for 


A?*iLi;r9<k}      FRENCH    REVOLUTION,        361 

for  Foreign  Affairs,  the  fecret  tranfa&ions  of 
the  Pofts,  and  other  matters  :  the  total  of  thofe 
expences  amounts  to  1351804,891  livres. — ■ 
According  to  the  old  forms  of  making  up 
the  accounts  of  the  department  for  foreign 
affairs,  the' expences  were  divided  into  two 
claffes ;  the  one  included  the  ftipends  of  the 
AmbafTadors  and  Minifters  at  foreign 
Courts,  the  Minifter's  offices,  and  expreffes 
of  extraordinary  Meffehgers,  and  was  dif- 
charged  by  orders  mentioning  the  objedt  of 
the  expence,  and  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
expences  of.,  the  other  departments  :  this 
clafs  amounted,  ^communibus  annis,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  Louis  XV L 
nearly  to  the  fum  of  2,775,000  livres.  The 
other  clafs  included  fubfidies  paid  to  foreign 
powers ;  reimburfements  of  advances  made 
by  the  King's  AmbafTadors  and  Minifters  in 
the  places  where  they  refided  ;  expences  of  a 
firft  eftablilhment  at  the  times  of  changing ; 
fecret  expences  fixed  at  the  fum  of  200,000 
livres.^  which  often  appear  in  the  Red  Book 
under  the  denomination  of  expenditure  of 
the  Minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  .although 
individually  they  did  not  concern  him  at  all ; 
and  laftly,  all  the  other  expences  relative  to- 

this 
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this  department,  which  from  their  nature,  01 
the  circumftances  attending  them,  were  not 
confidered  as  proper  to  be  fubmitted  to 
the  examination  of  the  Chamber  of  Ac-r 
counts. 

This  latter  clafs  varied  according  to  cir~ 
cumftances.  During  the  American  war  it 
amounted,  one  year  with  another,  to  the  fum 
of  nine  or  ten  millions*  There  was  no  very 
fenfible  diminution  at  the  peace,  becaufe,  in 
the  years  that  immediately  followed,  the  de- 
partment for  foreign  affairs  was  charged  fb 
far  down  as  1788  to  pay  annually  a  fum  of 
2,400,000  livres,  to  liquidate  the  balance 
remaining  due  ^on  the  purchafe  of  Ram- 
bouillet. 

It  is  the,  expenccs  of  thi§  clafs  that  are 
found  mentioned  in  the  Red  Book,  and  in 
this  chapter,  firft  quarterly  and  then  yearly, 
There  is  alfo  another  article  that  returns 
twice  a  year,  and  which  is  inferted  under 
the  following  title :  In  confequence  of  jPtf- 
litical  Arrangements.  This  article  was  not 
comprifed  in  the  expences  of  foreign  affairs, 
becaufe  it  was  the  refult  of  an  arrangement 
which  M.  de  Calonne  had  been  authorifed 
to    conclude   directly   with    the    King    of 

Sweden, 
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Sweden,  during  the  residence  of  that  Mo* 
narch  at  Paris.  M.  de  Vergennes,  then  Mir 
aifter  for  foreign  affairs,  had  only  figned 
the  agreement  which  fettled  the  conditions 
of  the  fubfidy  which  the  King  granted  to 
his  Swedifh  Majefty.  The  department  of 
the  Finances  was  charged  with  the  payment 
of  this  fubfidy,  which  was  1,200,000/1- 
vres  payable  half  yearly,  and  which  con- 
tinued five  years  ;  in  the  laft  year  of  which 
only,  by  an  arrangement  made  with  the 
Archbifhop  of  Sens,  the  expence  was  car- 
ried back  to  the  department  for  foreign  af- 
fairs. That  of  the  Finances  was  likewife 
charged  with  a  fum  of  4,500,000  florins, 
payable  in  Holland,  and  mentioned  in  this 
chapter  for  the  year  1 787.  Thefe  two  arti- 
cles, though  relative  to  foreign  affairs,  made 
no  part  of  the  expences  of  that  depart- 
ment. 

It  appears  from  thefe  particulars  howab- 
furd  the  reports  were  concerning  the  pre- 
tended immenfe  fubfidies  in  favour  of  the 
Court  of  Vienna,  which  had  neither  received 
nor  pretended  to  any  fince  the  year  1 76$, 
thofe  excepted  which  had  been  ftipulated 
previoufly,  and  the  laft  of  which  was  paid 
in  1769. 

The 
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The  fecret  bufinefs  of.  the  Pofts,  alfo  in- 
cluded in  this  chapter,  amounted  to  300,000 
livres  a  year,  and  for  the  laft  two  years  to 
330,000  livres,  including  the  expences  of 
the  office:  the  Comptroller  of  the  pofts 
was  charged  with  thefe*  I  was  very  inti- 
mate with  the  Baron  d'Ogny,  who  filled  this 
office  during  th?  whole  reign  of  Louis  XVI. 
and  an  honefter  man  never  exifted. 

Notwithftahding  the  inconveniences  at- 
tending  the  fecret  expences  in  Admirtiftra- 
tion,  and  although  they  fubjed:  the  manager 
of  them  to  fufpicions  and  calumnies,  againft 
which  he  can  only  oppofe  his  integrity,  there 
are  circumftances  in  which  it  is  ^bfolutely 
ijeceflary  to  have  recourfe  fo  them  :\  chiefly 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  police  of  great 
towns  j  but  likewife  in  the  department  for 
foreign  affairs,  and  in  the  adminiftration  of 
the  pofts,  this  is  an  indifpenfable  means; 
and,  in  fpite  of  the  foolifti  remarks  of  the 
vulgar,  immenfe  favings  jiave  always  been 
the  object,  and  generally  too  the  refult,  of 
thefe  fecret  expences.  It  is  frequently  by 
thefe  that  the  moft  important  negotiations 
have  been  brought  to  a  fuccefsful  iflue  ; 
war  averted,  and  peace  accelerated. 

The  ufual  and  fecret  expences  ftated  ix\ 

this 
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this  chapter  were  therefore  fufceptible  of  no 
reduction  but'fuchas  would  be  injurious.^ — 
M .  de  Montmorin  had  on  this  head  given 
the  moft  circumftantial  information  to  the 
Committee  of  Penfions,  who  had  alfo  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Necker  the  moft  fatisfacr 
tory  explanation  on  all  the  articles  of  the 
Red  Book  relative  to  the  Finances,  Thus, 
had  thofe  Gentlemen  been  defirous  of  in- 
forming the  public  and  of  appeafing  the 
violent  fermentation  excited  by  all  the  ftale  , 
jftories  repeated  againft  the  Red  Book,  •  no- 
thing would  have  been  eafier ;  but  it  was  not 
truth,  it  was  deliffion  they  wiftied  to  propa* 
gate,  and  their  Introduction  is  but  a  web  of 
falfities. 

The  ninth  chapter  of  the  (ketch  of  the 
Red  Book  is  entitled  Sundry  Expences.  It 
includes  the  fecret  expences  of  %  the  police; 
the  purchafes  of  books ;  linen  given  to  the 
prifons ;  an  advance  of  250,000 .  livres  as  a 
loan  to  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  new  India 
Company  for  his  fhare  of  the  funds ; 
^728,600  livres  for  an  affignment  ordered  by 
his  Majefty*  relative  to  intereft  of  various 
kinds  in  commercial  affairs  ;  the  extraordi- 
nary  expences   occafioned   by  the   birth  of 

the 
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the  Dauphin t  of  Ac  Duke  of  Norrtiandfi 
tnd  of  Madame  Sophia,  end  the  expences 
of  the  King's  journey  to  Cherbourg,  which 
coft  only  148,600  livre§.  The  fum  total  of 
the  expences  reported  in  this  chapter 
amounts  to  1,794,600  livres.  The  Com- 
mittee did  not  dare  to  find  fault  with  any  of 
thefe ;  confequently  they  faw  in  them  neither 
prodigality  nor  indifcreet  gifts  to  fupprefs.  - 
Laftly,  the  tenth  chapter  contains  the  per* 
fonal  expences  of  the  King  and  Queen, amount- 
ing in  the  whole  to  11, 423,750 liv.  8s.  6d. 
The  Committee,  without  entering  into  the 
detail  of  the  articles  that  made  up  this  fum, 
only  obferved  that  a  great  part  of  it  had 
been  laid  out  in  pur  chafing  funds.  €t  I  know 
ci  not  whether  the  books  of  the  Finances 
*€  of  any  Sovereign  in  Europe  can  fhew  a 
"  fimilar  total,"  faid  Mr.  Necker  on  this 
occafion,  in  the  obfervations  which  he  pub- 
lifhed  on  the  Introdudtion  to  the  Red  Book. 
In  anfwer  to  the  perfonal  cenfure  the  Com- 
mittee of  Penfions  had^caft  upon  him  for 
giving  a  preference  to  favourites,  while  he 
forgot  the  poor  and  the  unfortunate  in  dif- 
trefs — he'  oppofed  the  fentiments  of  the  one9 
and  the  affeftion  of  theK  other,  throughout 

his 
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Aw  life.  "  Surely/1  added  he,  "  it  docs 
not  belong  to  thofe  who  are  yet  in  their 
apprenticefhip  of  public  virtues,  to  take 
upon  them  to  teach  me  in  what  manner 
to  hold  the  balance  between  the  laws  of 
juftice  and  the  duties  of  humanity.  A 
very  grand  idea  muft  be  formed  in  the 
Affembly  of  the  unknown  plcafures  and 
concealed  delights  which  accompany  the 
administration  of  public  aflairs,  to  ima- 
gine that  the  Minifters  are  a  peculiar  fpe- 
cies  of  Citizens,  to  be  pulled  to  pieces  at 
leifure,  and  tormented  at  will !  Yet  if  the 
State  were  to  gain  any  thing  by  all  thefe 
attacks,  there  is  not  one  of  us  but  would  ' 
add  without  pain  this  facrifice  to  many 
others.  But  I  do  not  fee  what  could  be 
better  than  a  perfe<ft  harmony,  and  a  con- 
ftant  agreement  towards  the  fame  end  1 
therefore,  it  is  not  without  painful  re- 
flections that  I  look  forward  with  hope  to 
the  day  when  I  (hall  in  turn  leave  the 
ftage  to  others.  I  do  not,  however,  wiflx 
them  fuch  painful  moments.  I  know 
better  than  any  other  how  far  I  am  ufe- 
ful  to  the  public  ;  and  I  /hall  know  too 
the  moment  I  ceafe  to  be  fo.     Let  me 

•■  then 
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"  then  be  trufted  on  this  account,  and  let 
"  unjuft  hatred  have  a  little  patience.  A 
4<  fenfe  of  virtue,  the  fame  which  brought 
€t  me  back  from  the  foot  of  the  Alps,  ftill 
M  retains  me  till  the  approaching  failure  of 
€t  myftrength." 

Mr.  Necker's  friends  were  greatly  affe&ed 
by  thefe  complaints ;  but  his  enemies  law  in 
them  only  his  everlafting  vanity,  and 
laughed  at  them.  I  fhall  but  obferve,  that 
the  paretic  ftyle  ought  -never  to 'be  re- 
forted  to  ag^inft  bafe  calumniators ;  they 
fhould  be  attacked  and  felled  to  the  ground 
with  the  club  of  truth.  Nothing  could  be 
more  eafy  on  this  occafion ;  for  the  fketch 
of  the  Red  Book  publifhed  by  the  Commit- 
tee, and  of  which  I  have  given  here  a  very 
exadt  ftatement,  evidently  proved  the  falfity 
of  the  principal  aflertions  contained  in  the 
libel  called  an  Introdu&ion,  which  was  pre- 
fixed to  it.  How  in  fedt  could  the  advocate 
Camus ^  the  moff  inveterate  of  the  members 
of  that  Committee,  have  been  able  to  reply 
to  the  following  obfervations  ? 

You  have  ftated,  that  the  fuppreffion  of 
the  prodigalities  and  pretended  indifcreet 
gifts  expofed  by  the  publication  of  the  Red 

Book 
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Book  would  diminifh  the  bulk  of  the  ex- 
penccs  a  fifth  every  year.  But  the  only  ex- 
pences  that  can  admit  thefe  epithets  are  thofe 
which,  in  the  {ketch  you  have  given  of  that 
Regifter,  form  the  three  firft  chapters,  and 
fome  articles  of  the  fifth.  All  the  others 
are  public  or  indifpenfible,  though  fecret; 
fuch  as  thofe  of  the  eighth  chapter :  now 
thofe  of  the  firft  chapter  amount  to  a  fum 
total  f 

Liv.        s.     d. 
Of  -        -  28,364,211  13    6 

Thofe  of  the  fecond  to     6,174,793  19  10 
Thofe  of  the  third  to  -     2,221,341   13     4 
Thofe  of  the  articles  of 
the  fame  nature  con- 
tained   in    the   fifth 
chapter  to        -  337»52^  —  ~ 


Liv.  37^37»873    6    8 


Do  you  pretend,  againft  the  evidence, 
againft  the  very  ftatement  of  your  (ketch  of 
the  Red  Book,  that  all  thofe  expences  were 
prodigalities :  —  that  Louis  XVL  never 
granted  a  fingle  favour  in  the  whole  courfe 

Vol.  II.  Bb  of 
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of  his  rfcign  which  was  not  an  indifcfeet 
gift?  Even  on  this  illibferal  fiippofkidn  it 
was  ftill  neceflary  'to  divide  tkfe  tofcal  of  thdfe 
expences  into  fifteen  years  and  tferefe 
months.  This  divifion  would  leaVe  an  fex- 
pence  of  2,435,270  livres  and  fofne  fols 
for  e&ch  ye&r.  See  then  to  what  would  be 
reduced  the  total  of  thofe  fuppfieffibns 
which  you  boldly  affert  in  your  In- 
troduction would  make  a  faving  of  neafr 
a  fifth  in  the  bulk  of  the  expences  of 
each  year ;  whereas  it  is  evident  that  it 
would  at  moft  amount  to  the  two  hundredth 
part. 

I  thought  it  my  duty  to  enter  into  all 
thefe  details  relative  to  the  Red  Book,  on 
account  of  the  fcandalous  light  in  which  it 
was  placed  by  its  publifliers  *,  and  of  the 
atrocious  calumnies  which  have  been  the 
confequences  of  it.  Were  the  charges  that 
appear  the  befl  fupported  by  the  Factious 

*  The  Committee  was  compofed  of  the  following 
'perfons  :  —  the  Marquis  de  M6nttalm-Go%ony  Baron 
Felix  de  JVimpfen,  de  Menou,  Freteau,  L.  M.  de 
Lcpeaux,  the  Abbe  Expilly,  Camus,  Goupil  de  Prefebty 
Gautier  de  Biayzaf,  Treilhard,  Cbampeaux-Palafuc,  and, 
Coffin* 

againft 
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againft  the  old  Government,  which  they 
wanted  to  overthrow,  examined  as  narrowly, 
they  would  almoft  all  prove  to  be  founded 
on  the  grofleft  impoftures. 


B  b  2  CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 


Debate  and  Decree  relative  to  the  limited 
Powers  given  to  fever al  Deputies — Some 
of  them  declare  their  Intention  of  va- 
cating their  Seats — Debate  on  the  Orga- 
nization of  the  new  Judicial  Power — 
Appearance  of  a  War  between  England 
and  Spain:  the  King  informs  the  Af 
fembly  of  the  Meafures  he  had  taken  on 
this  Occafwn — Important  Debates — De- 
cree— Debate  on  the  Delegation  of  the 
Right  to  make  War  and  Peace — Decree 
which  decides  this  grand  Quejlion  con- 
formably to  a  Motion  made  by  Mirabeau. 

±  HE  powers  which  feveral  of  the  Depu- 
ties had  received  from  their  Conftituents 
were  to  terminate  in  the  beginning  of  May, 

which 
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which  was  how  near  at  hand.  :  Gn  this  fub- 
jedt  the  following  queftions,  doubtlefs  very 
important  yet  alfo  very  fimple/.arofe  for  the 
determination  of  the  Affembly  : 

Would  not  the  vacancies  left  by  thofe 
Members,  by  making  the  National  Repre- 
fehtation  incomplete*  render  the  Affembly 
incompetent?  Should  not  the  Bailiwicks 
which  had  appointed  them  be  affembled 
anew,  in  order  to  fend  other  Members  in  their 
ftead,  or  to  give  them  more  extended  powers  ? 
Have  the  Affembly,  or  rather  thofe  Deputies 
who  had  received  unlimited  powers  from 
their  bailiwicks,  a  right  to  extend  the 
powers  of  their  colleagues  beyond  the  term 
fixed  in  their  inftru&ions,  and  to  free  them 
from  the  oath  which  they  had  taken  to  be 
faithful  to  them  ? 

The  Affembly  decided  thefe  queftions  in 
the  Sitting  of  the  19th  of  April,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Conftitution.  "  It  is  no  doubt  an  incon- 
"  teftible  truth,"  faid  the  Reporter,  (Chafie- 
lier)  <l  that  all  Sovereignty  refldes  effentially 
"  in  the  Nation,  and  that  it  can  recall 
l€  when  it  pleafes  the  powers  it  has  dele- 
"  gated ;  but  this  principle  cannot  be  ap- 
"  plied  in  the  prefent  ckcumftance.  It 
B  b  3  "  would 
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"  would  be  to  deftroy  the  Conftkuti ony  to 
"  alter  the  Affembly  anointed  to  form  it 
"  before  it  is  finifhed.  CommKfioned  by 
,c  our  inftru&ions  to  examine  the  Conflitu- 
"  tion,  we  were  created  by  the  People  the 
fi  Conjlituent  AJfembly.  We  have  begun 
"  the  Conftitution ;  our  duty  is  to  jgbifh  it, 
"  and  the  Nation  by  repeated  a£ts  has  coiw 
'*  firmed  our  power.  It  would  perhaps  be 
"  impoffible  at  this  time  to  undertake 
"  elections  in  the  Affemblies  that  are  going 
"  to  be  formed;  for  no  Department  is  yet 
"  in  a  ftate  to  determine  the  number  of 
"  Deputies  to  be  returned  by  it,  the  calcu- 
lation on  which  the  proportion  is  to  be 
founded  not  being  yet  made.  Several 
Deputies  have  limited  powers,  and  it 
would  be  impoffible  to  fupply  their  places 
by  the  time  of  the  expiration  of  thofe 
powers  j  if  however  they  Ihould  with* 
cc  draw,  the  Aflembly  fhould  take  no  notice 
41  of  it,  for  they  would  not  be  the  lefs  com- 
"  plete  and  competent.  Each  Deputy  is 
"  not  only  the  Reprefentative  of  his  Bai- 
M  liwick,  but  the  Reprefentative  of  the 
"  Nation ;  yet  we  fhould  fee  with  regret  the 
"  departure  of  colleagues  fo  enlightened, 
°  and  thefe  principles  fecure  us  the  advan- 
1  "  tage 
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tage  of  keeping  them.  The  powers 
given  for  a  year  had  the  reform  of  the 
Conftitution  in  view,  arid  the  Conftitu- 
ents  thought  that  the  year  would  be  fuf- 
ficient.  The  limiting  claufe  of  the  powers 
fhould  yield  to  the  imperative  one  for  the 
finifhing  pf  the  Conftitution,  by  which 
their  duration  and  extent  are  fettled.  It 
is  faid  that  the  word  Conftitution  is  not 
to  be  found  in  the  powers :  all  the  in- 
ftru&ions,  however,  require  the  reform  of 
ahufes,  and  reform  cannot  be  made  but 
by  the  Conftitution.  It  is  begun :  all  the 
citizens  by  taking  the  civic  oath  have 
given  it  a  formal  confiftency ;  and  more, 
when  the  Affembly  was  attacked  by  def- 
potifm  you  all  took  an  oath  not  to  fepa- 
rate  till  the  Conftitution  was  finjlhed  : 
that  oath  was  approy? d  every,  where,  and 
the  Nation  by  approving  it,  bound  itfejf 
to  its  execution.  Be(i4esf  how  ^re  the 
elections  to  be  made  ?  The  old  Ele&ors 
are  no  more,  the  bailiwicks  are  funk  in 
the  departments,  and  the  Orders  are  no 
longer  feparate,  The  limiting  claufe  of 
the  ppwers  becomes  then  of  no  force,  and 
it  would  be  contrary  to  the  principles  of 
the  Conftitution  that  the  Deputies  iq  quef- 
B  b  4  "  tion 
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"  tiori '(hould  trot  ithmrim  the  Aflembly  : 
":theif  ^th^cdtnpels  ^theftl  to  remain,  and 
€t  7tfrc  fnteneft  of  the  public  requires  it.** 

l^he  Abb€  Maury  with  energy  removed 
the'  errors  ^nd  confuted  the  fophifms  on 
wfiicli:thfe  Report  was  built.  He  demon- 
ftrated  by  tinanfwerable  arguments,  lft,  That 
the  Nation  had  no  occafion  to  withdraw 
pdwers  that  had  expired  by  virtue  of  the 
claufe  -  in  which  it  had  itfelf  fixed  the  term 
of  them.  2dlyf  That  the  right  of  renewing 
thofe  powers  after  their  expiration  belonged 
exclufively  to  the  Nation ,  or  rather  to  the 
bailiwicks  who  had  .delegated  them ;  be- 
£aiife  the  bailiwicks  alone  could  appoint 
and  inveft  with  their  powers  the  Members 
of  an  Aflembly  entirely  compofed  of  Depu- 
ties of  the  bailiwicks.  3<lly,  That  the  De- 
crees'which  funk  the  bailiwicks  into  the 
Hepartments,  had  neither  deftroyed  their 
forrtier  rounds  nor  caufed  them  to  be  forgot- 
teh;  and  confequently,  that  it  was  then  as 
eafy  as  it  was  the  year  before  to  aflemble 
iherh,'  for  the  purpofe  of  appointing  now 
©epbties,  or  continuing  the  powers  of  the 
prtfent  ones.  4thly,  That  the  Nation,  far 
from  having  exprefsly  charged  its  Reprefen- 
tatives  to  forjn  a  new  Conftftution — a  charge 

that 
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that  would  neceflarily  have  required  power* 
unlimited  as  to  time,  but  very  limited  as  to 
the  form  of  Government  it  might  have 
wifhed  to  be  fubftituted  for  the  old  one — had 
only  autborifed  them  to  make  reforms,  and 
to  concert  them  with  the  King:  therefore; 
that^he  limiting  claufes  of  the  powers  re- 
tained all  their  force,  although  the  new 
Conftitution,  of  which  it  made  no  mention, 
was  not  finifhed ;  for  nothing  was  farther 
from  being  proved  than  the  Affembly's  hav- 
ing had  a  right  to  begin  it.  5thly,  That 
the  applaufes  of  galleries  and  of  the  popu^ 
lace,  and  civic  oaths  of  individuals,  could 
not  be  confidered  as  a  legal  adherence  to  a 
future  Conftitution,  as  yet  unknown  becaufe 
it  was  not  made;  and  ftill  lefs  did  there  re- 
fult  from  them  a  unanimous  National  fuffrage 
fo  regularly  exprefled  as  to  authorife  the  Af- 
fembly  of  the  States-General  to  imagine  or 
declare  themfelves  a  Conftituent  Aflembly. 
6thly,  That  the  oath  in  the  Tennis-Court 
had  been  taken  only  by  a  part  of  the  Af- 
fembly,  and  that  it  could  never  abfoive  thofe 
who  had  taken  it  from  that  which  they  had 
previoufly  fworq.  to  their  Constituents  to  be 
faithful  to  their  inftrudtions,  that  being  the 
one   by   which   they   had   been   conftituted 

Deputies; 
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Deputies.  That  befidels,  the  mdifcrcet  oath 
of  doing  what  they  had  no  right  to  do,  being 
evidently  void  on  every  principle,  could 
not  excufe  them  from  violating  an  oath  not 
only  legitimate  but  indifpenfible ;  and  in 
fhort,  that  it  was  abfurd  to  argue,  that  any 
Delegates  whatever  could  legally  agree  among 
themfelves  to  violate  the  exprefs  terms  of 
'  their  delegation. 

Ridiculous  declamations  and  miferable 
•fubtleties  were  the  only  anfwer  given  to  the 
Abb6  Maury.  Mirabeau,  more  wary  than 
the  fpcakers  who  had  gone  before  himf 
was  very  careful  not  to  argue  the  queftion 
logically,  but  eluded  the  difficulty  of  it  by 
**ne  of  thofe  rhetorical  flourifhes  with  which 
he  was  fo  ready,  and  concluded  by  cutting  it 
fhort  in  a  very  remarkable  manner.  "  You 
**  remember  (faid  he)  the  circumftance  of 
"  that  great  man  of  antiquity,  who,  to  fave 
"  his  colintry  from  a  confpiracy,  had  been 
*'  obliged  to  decide  contrary  to  the  laws, 
'*  with  that  rapidity  which  the  invincible 
**  alarm  of  neceffity  juftifies.  He  was 
"  afked,  if  he  had  not  aded  contrary  to  his 
M  oath?  and  the  captious  tribune  who  in- 
V  terrogated  him  thought  to  involve  him  in 
"  the  dangerous  dilemma  either  of  a  per- 

"  jury, 
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€t  jury,  or  an  cmbarrafliitg  confeffion.  He 
"  replied,  J  /wear  that  I  have  fayed  the 
f '  Republic.1  So,  Gentlemen/*  cried" ftf£r&- 
beau,  turning  his.  looks  and  fuiting  his 
geftures  to  the  Cote-Gauche  of  the  Aflembly, 
••  I  fwearthat  you  have  faved  France  I" 

This  unexpected  apoftrophe  erafed  all  <»- 
membrance  of  what  had  been  faid  by  the 
preceding  fpeakers.  There  was  a  clapping 
and  a  calling  for  the  queftion ;  and  all  th* 
amendments  having  been  difpofed  of  by  the 
previous  queftion,  the  Affembly  adopted, 
by  a  great  majority,  the  decree  propofed;by 
the  Committee  of  the  Conftitution  >  and  in 
confequence  declared  that,  €$  Wheieas  the 
"  Conftifuents  of  fome  Deputies  could  not 
"  have  given  them  powers  to  unite  ii>  form- 
"  ing  only  a  part  of  the  Conftitution  ;  and 
"  confidering  the  oath  taken  on  the  2€th*rf 
M  June  by  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation 
t#  not  to  feparate  till  the  Conftitution  war 
"  completed,  which  oath  had  been  approved 
"  by  the  Nation  itfelf,  the  Affembly  decree 
•V  that  fuch  powers  as.  were  accompanied 
*'  with  any  limitation  whatever,  fhould  con- 
<f  tinue  in  force  until  the  conclufion  of  the 
"  Conftitution,  and  that  the  limiting  claufe 
""  (hould  have  no  effetf." 

The 


<j80  ANNALS    OF    THE     "      [Apxil  1790. 

The  cifcumftance  of  the  great  man  of  an- 
tiquity produced  fo  decilive  an  effedt  on  the 
Aflembly,  only  beeaufe,  like  Mirabeau,  they 
were  convinced  of  the  illegality  of  the  de- 
cree which  they  were  about  to  pafs ;  for,  un- 
lcfs  they  were  to  convinced,  this  quotation 
from  the  Roman  hiftory  would  not  have 
been  -  applicable ;  and  if  the  falvation  of 
Franca  had  been  the  confequence  of  the  De- 
cree, there  is .  no  dpubt  but  it  would  have 
ovfer-ruled  the  nullity  of  it,  as  the  falva- 
tjbn  of  Rome  had  juftified  the  irregularity  of 
Scipio's  conduft.  But  that  great  man  took 
no  falfe  oath  when  he  fwore  that  he  had 
faved  the  Republic;  whereas  the  Decree  in 
queftion,  far  from  faving  France,  concurred 
on  the  contrary  in  accelerating  its  ruin. 
Who> knows  what  would  have  happened  if 
the  bailiwicks  whofe  Deputies  had  limited 
inftju&ions  bad  been  affembled  ?  Might 
they  not,  inftcad  of  authorifing  them  to  finifh 
the  Conftitution,  have  feverely  reprimanded 
them  for  having  thought  of  beginning  it? 
>fad  they  not  a  right  to  addfefs  the  King  and 
the  Nation,  to.proteft  againft  all  the  pre- 
teiided  Conftitutional  Decrees  as  void>  ^nd 
to  petition  his  Mdfjefty  to  convoke  anew  the 
other  bailiwicks,    in.  order   to  colled:  their 

fenfe 
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fcnfe  upon  fuck  a  criminal  abufb  and  viola- 
lation  of  their  inftru&ions .?  There  is  no 
doubt  that  they  might  have  adopted  rthis 
meafure :  they  might  have  proceeded  much 
farther;  Conftituents  have  a  right  ro  im- 
peach thofe  who  betray  the  trufts  they  have 
committed  to  them,  arid  to  demand  puniflv 
ment.  This  was  what  the  Affembly  feared, 
and  what  they  avoided  by  a  Decree,  radically 
null,  brought  forward  by  Mirabcau  himfclf, 
and  which  only  the  falvation  .of. France 
could  have  juftified.  NoW,  it  i&  but  too 
manifeft  that  it  was  the  Aflcmbly,  and  not 
France,  that  was  faved  by  the  Decree  df  the 
19th  of  April;  therefore  the  nullity  o£  it 
was  not  counterbalanced ;  and  it  followed ne- 
ceflarily  and  inconteftibly  that  every  fubfe- 
quent  Decree  was  equally  defe&ive,  not- 
withftanding  the  fan&ion  of  the  King,  which, 
far  from  being  a  voluntary  or  free  a<3r,  was 
then  the  only  means  left  his  Majefly  to  avoid 
the  moft  ferious  outrages/ 

Notwithftanding  the  Decree  of  the  19th 
of  April,  M.  de  Chailloue  and  M .  de  Vrigny, 
Deputies  of  the  Nobility  of  the  bailiwick  of 
Alen9on,  wrote  to  the  Prefident,  and  in- 
formed him,  "  That  their  powers  terminate 
"  ing  at  the  month  of  May,  they  confidered 

• V  their 
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•*  their  feats  as  vacant ;  of  which  they  gave 
M  notice  to  thfe  Affembly,  that  the  order  of 
♦•  the  Nobility  of  their  bailiwick  might  be 
49  aitthorifed  to  eleft  others  in  their  places." 
But  on  a  "Deputy  of  the  Commons  from  the 
feme  baiKwick  merely  obferving  that  his 
colleagues  had  not  limited  inftruCtions,  the 
Aflembly  paflcd  inftantly  to  the  order  of  tfce 
day ;  and  decided  that  no  mention  ftiould  be 
made  of  this  letter  in  the  minutes.  Tfiey 
aded  in  the  fame  manner  fomc  days  after 
Vith  refpedl  to  the  declaration  made  by  the 
Marquis  de  la  Queuillef  a  Deputy  of  the 
Nobility  of  Auvergne,  that  he  Ihould  retire 
upon  the  feme  principle  which  had  guided 
the  Deputies  of  the  Nobility  of  Alen9om 
But  on  the  fame  day  an  addrefs  of  the  Coun- 
cil-General of  the  Commune  of  St.  Malo, 
continuing  the  powers  of  its  Deputies,  and 
befeeching  the-  National  Affembly  to  go  on 
with  their  labours  till  the  Conflitution  was 
completed,  was  read  with  much  emphafis, 
and  mentioned  honourably  in  their  Journals. 
Nobody  remarked  that  this  addrefs,  fo  agree- 
able and  fo  opportune,  was  not  and  could 
not  be  of  any  value ;  for  the  Council-Gene- 
ral of  the  Commune  of  St.  Malo  haul  re- 
turned no  Members  to  the  Affembly,  and 

confequently 
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Ooftfeqtiefitfy  had  no  right  to  extend,  re- 
ftrain,  or  modify  powers  which  did  not  pro- 
ceed  from  them.  The  town  of  St.  Malo 
was  comprifed  in  the  bailiwick  of  Rennes  ; 
*nd  it  could  only  be  the  right  of  that  baili- 
wick to  extend  powers  which  that  alone  had 
granted. 

The  Sittings  in  the  beginning  of  the 
month  of  May  were  almoft  entirely  engaged 
by  debates  on  the  eftablifhment  of  Juries, 
on  the  new  organization  of  the  Judicial 
Power,  and  chiefly  on  the  following  ques- 
tions ;  Firft,  Shall  the  appointment  of  the 
Judges  continue  in  the  hands  of  the  King, 
or  (hall  they  be  elected  by  the  People  ?  And, 
in  the  fecond  place,  Shall  they  be  approved 
by  the  King?  The  former  of  thefe  quef- 
tions  was  very  foon  decided  unanimoufly  in 
favour  of  the  People :  but  not  To  the  latter* 
The  opinion  of  the  Committee  was,  that  the 
Magiftrates  of  the  Police  fhould  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  People,  but  that  the  other 
Judges  could  be  appointed  only  by  the  King, 
from  a  prefentatipn  which  ihould  be  made 
to  him  of  three  canditates,  one  of  whom 
fhould  be  chofen  by  his  Majefty.  This  was 
not  ctaly  the  moft  reafonable  mode,  but  the 
only  one  confident  with  the  forms  of  the 

Monarchy, 
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Monarchy,  even  in  the  ftate  of  degradation  to 
which  the  decrees  already  patted  had  reduced 
it.  The  Affembly  had  in  fadt  previoufly  ac- 
knowledged that  the  Judicial  Power,  being 
but  that  of  caufing  the  laws  to  be  executed, 
was  an  emanation  of  one  of  the  branches  of 
the  fupreme  Executive  Power  which  they 
had  delegated  to  the  King,  and  on  this  prin- 
ciple it  was  that  they  had  decreed  that  juf- 
tice  fliould  be  adminiftered  in  the  name  of 
his  Majefty.  The  Judges  then  being  only 
the  -agents  of  the  King,  nothing  feemed 
more  abfurd  than  to  propofe  his  having  no 
fhare  in  their  appointment ;  yet  fuch  was 
the  opinion  which  prevailed  in  the  Affembly, 
in  fpite  of  the  eloquence  with  which  M.  de 
Cazales,  the  Abbe  Maury,  M.  Malouet,  and 
others,  defended  the  Royal  Prerogative,  and 
.refuted  the  democratic  arguments  of  all  the 
Orators  of  the  Cote-Gauche.  It  was  decreed, 
that  the  King  fhould  not  have  the  power  of 
refufing  his  confent  to  the  admiffion  of  a 
Judge  elected  by  the  People,  and  that  the 
•Ele&ors  Ihould  prefent  only  one  perfon  to 
his  Majefty. 

Debates  no  lefs  important  took  place  a 
few  days  after  on  a  letter  written  by  M <  de 
Montmorin  for  the  King  to  the  Prefident  of 

the 
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the  Aflembly,  relative  to  the  differences  fub- 
fifting  between  Spain  and  England,  and  the 
extraordinary  preparations   making  by  the 
latter  Power.     The  tenor  of  the  letter  was 
as  follows  :  "  Sir,  The  warlike  preparations 
€t  which  are   making    by  a  neighbouring 
€\  power,   the   prefs   of  failors  which   has 
"  been  ordered  and  is  carried  on  with  the 
"  greateft  activity,    together  with  the  rea- 
cc  fons  given  for  the  armament,  have  fixed 
41  his  Majefty's  attention.     He  thought,  as 
"his  firft  duty  is  to  watch  over  the  fafety 
€l  of  the  State,  that  he  could  not  delay  tak- 
€f  ing   proper  meafures    for  that   purpofe. 
€t  He  is  therefore  going  to  order  fourteen 
"  fhips  of  the  line  to  be  immediately  got 
€€  ready   in   the  ports  of  the  Atlantic  and 
"  Mediterranean ;  and  fhall  in  the  mean  time 
"  give  dire&ions  to  the  Commanders  of  the 
"  Navy  in  thofe  different  ports,  to  be  pre- 
*'  pared  to  augment  the  naval  armaments, 
"  if  circumftances  fhould  require  it. 

'*  His  Majefty  having  ordered  me,  Sir,  to  • 
ff  inform  the  National  Affembly  of  thefe 
c<  fteps  through  you,  wifhes  that  they 
f  f  fhould  be  informed  at  the  fame  time  that 
"  they  are  purely  the  refult  of  prudence  and 
"  precaution.      The    King    cherifhes  well 

Vol.  II.  Cc  "  grounded 
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"  grounded  hopes  that  peace  will  not  be 
%<4  interrupted ;  as  his  Majefty  has  deceived 
"  affurances  from  the  Court  of  London, 
«  that  Hit  f ok  objeB  of  thofe  preparations 
"  was  a  difference  that  had  arifen  between 
"  that  Power  and  Spain;  a  difference 
"  which  his  Britannic  Majejly  was  fmcerely 
"  defrous  Jhould  be  terminated  by  a  ncgoti- 
"  ation:  and  in  fa&,  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  an 
•*  Ambaffador  from  England  to  Spain,  is  on 
"  his  way  to  Madrid.  This  communica- 
"  tion  was  accompanied  with  affurances  of 
"  his  Britannic  Majejly's  defire  to  main- 
"  tain  with  France  the  good  intelligence 
•*  which  fo  happily  reigns  between  the  two 
"  Nations. 

"  But  however  calculated  this  language  is 
"  to  remove*  apprehenfions,  his  Majefty 
"  holds  himfelf  bound  not  to  negledfc  mea- 
"  fures  which  prudence  requires.  There  is  no 
"  one  but  muft  be  fenfible  that  when  Eng- 
*'  land  is  armed,  France  cannot  and  ought 
"  not  to  remain  unarmed ;  and  it  behoves 
"  us  to  demonftrate  to  Europe,  that  the  ef- 
"  tablifhing  of  our  Conftitution  is  far  from 
being  any  obftacle  to  the  employment  of 
our  forces.  Be  fides,  we  cannot  be  ignorant 
that  both  gratitude  and  our  own  intereft 

««  dilate 
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di&ate  to  us  on  this  occafion  a  condudt, 
of  which  Spain  has  fet  us  an  example 
whenever  we  have  been  concerned. 
"  The  King  intends  to  ufc  every  means 
in  his  power  to  effed:  a  reconciliation 
between  the  Courts  of  Madrid  and 
LoAdon,  which' he  ardently  wilhes.  His 
Majefty  is  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
juftice  and  moderation  of  the  King  of 
Spain,  not  to  be  perfuaded  that  he  will 
readily  liften  to  every  mode  of  concilia- 
tion compatible  with  the  dignity  and  real 
intereft  of  his  Crown.  The  difpofition 
teftified  by  the  Court  of  St.  James's  gives 
equal  hopes  that  on  their  fide  they  will 
require  nothing  but  what  is  conformable 
to  juftice  and  mutual  convenience. 
"  The  King  has  ordered  me  to  declare  to 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  the  full  fenfe  he 
has  of  the  friendly  communication  made 
by  him  through  his  Ambaffador  here; 
and  to  give  him  the  ftrongeft  and  mod 
pofitive  aflurances  of  his  extreme  defirc 
that  the  harmony  between  the  two  Nations 
(hould  not  be  difturbed,  either  on  this  oc- 
cafion or  on  any  other. 
"  In  fine,  whatever  be  his  Majefty 's  con- 
lc  fidence  in  the  efforts  of  a  great  Nation^. 
C  c  2  u  which 
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44  which  certainly  would  not  allow  the  firffc 
* f  moments  of  its  regeneration  to  be  ftained  by 
1 1  a  conduit  that  fhould  refleft  difgrace  on  the 
4C  National  honour,  he  is  fo  (hocked  at  the 
44  miferies  of  every  kind  attendant  on  war, 
44  that  he  will  fpafe  no  trouble  to  avoid  it. 
44  The  King  would  feel  inexpreffible  forrow 
44  at  feeing  the  Nation  involved  in  it ;  and  it 
•4  is  entirely  for  the  purpofe  of  averting  fuch 
"a  misfortune  that  his  Majefty  thinks  it 
44  neceflary  for  him  to  fend  to  his  different 
44  ports  the  orders  which  I  had  the  honour 
44  of  making  known  to  you  at  the  bcgin- 
"  ning  of  this  letter.  The  object  of  them 
41  will  neceflarily  require  fome  extraordinary 
44  fupply  for  the  Navy.  His  Majefty  is  too 
44  well  convinced  of  the  patriotifm  of  the 
11  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation  to  doubt 
1  *  for  a  moment  their  readinefs  to  Vote  the 
44  fupplies,  when  a  ftatement  of  what  may 
4<  be  required  is  laid  before  them." 

This  letter  was  fearcely  read,  when  fcve- 
ral  members  of  the  AfTembly  rofe  at  the 
fame  time  to  fpeak,  but  they  were  informed 
by  the  Prefident  that  the  precedence  had 
been  already  befpoken  by  a  great  number; 
and  that  the  lift  was  drawn  up,  containing 
nearly  twenty  names.     Thofe  who  were  not 

included 
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included  wondered  *  and  were  angry  that 
twenty  perfons  could  have  made  up  their 
minds-ona  fubjedt  with  which  the  Affembly 
had  not  been  acquainted.  Mirabeau  did  not 
allow  this  opportunity  to  efcape  of  declaim- 
ing againft  the  mode  of  lifts,  which  he  pre- 
tended had  been  invented  only  to  enfure  pre- 
cedence to  minifterial  men.  This  pitiful 
altercation  between  the  fpeakers  infcribed  on 
the  lift  and  thofe  who  were  not,  took  up 
the  whole  of  the  Sitting.  On  the  next  day 
the  Duke  de  Biron  moved,  that  the  Prefi- 
dent  (hould  wait  upon  the  King  and  thank 
him  for  the  meafures  he  had  taken  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  empire  and  its  commerce, 
and  for  the  negotiations  he  had  opened;  and 
that  his  Majefty  fhould  be  requefted  to  order 
a  ftatement  to  be  laid  before  the  Affembly 
©f  what  would  be  requisite  for  the  fervice 
of  the  navy. 

Alexander  de  Lameth  took  a  much  more 
extenfive  view  of  the  queftion.  4<  We  muft 
%l  know,"  faid  he,  "  we  muft  decide  firft 
"  of  all,  whether  the  Affembly  be  compe- 
*'  tent,  or  whether  the  Sovereign  Nation 
i€  ought  or  not  to  delegate  to  the  King  the 
'•  right  of  making  peace  or  war.  This 
"  queftion  Qiould  be  fettled  of  courfe  be* 
C  c  3  "  for? 
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"  fore  that  relative  to  circumftances  inci- 
"  dental  to  it,  or  you  would  pre-fuppofe 
"it;  and  the  Minifter  fufficiently  declares 
"  it  in  his  letter.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  if 
"  you  confine  yourfelves  to  granting  the 
"  required  fupplies,  the  Nation  may  be  led 
"  beyond  the  bounds  which  prudence 
"  fhould  prefcribe.  fcfcfore  we  decide  we 
"  fhould  be  made  acquainted  with  all  the 
i€  circumftances,  and  know  what  has  gone 
"  before.  Muft  not  the  Nation  be  uneafy 
iC  when  the  Miniftry  employ,  at  the  Court 
"  whofe  affairs  now  occupy  us,  that  man, 
"  that  Minifter,  who  was  called  to  the 
*'  Council  when  the  National  Aflembly 
"  was  furrounded  by  bayonets*?  It  is  pof- 
lc  fible  that  there  may  be  reafons  for  declar- 
"  ing  war;  it  is  pofliblc  too  that  there  may 
"  be  arrangements  forming  among  different 
"  Courts,  for  it  is  the  caufe  of  Kings  againft 
cf  Nations.  The  National  AfTembly  ought 
"  to  know  on  what  account  thefe  prepafa- 
"  tions  are  making;  they  ought  to  examine 
"  whether  they  can  or  cannot  delegate  the 
"  right  of  making  war  and  peace:  though 


*  The  Duke  de  la  Vauguyin,    then  AmbafTador  at 
Madrid. 


"  the 
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"  the  queftion  cannot  be  very  doubtful  in 
M  this  AfTembly .  Arc  we  entitled  to  intruft 
"  the  dreadful  right  of  caufing  blood  to  be 
"  fpilled,  of  fending  thoufands  of  citizens 
"  far  from  their  homes,  and  of  venturing 
"  the  National  property  ?  I  move  that  we 
"  firft  decide  this  Conftitutional  quef- 
«■  tion." 

This  motion,  grounded  upon  insinuations 
fo  fenfelefs  if  they  were  fincere,  or  fo  per- 
fidious if  they  were  the  language  of  fac- 
tion, was  eagerly  fupported,  not  only  by  the 
Barnaves,  the  Re wb ells,  and  the  Robef- 
pierres,  but  alfo  by  Af.  d'Aiguillon,  M.  de 
Broglio,  and  M.  de  Menou.  Mirabeau 
was  the  firft  who  dared  to  oppofe  it,  and 
who  refuted  it  with  the  greateft  force.  He 
demonstrated  it  to  be  unreafonable  and  in- 
confiftent,  becaufe  the  King's  meflage  did 
not  at  all  relate  to  a  declaration  of  war,  and 
might  ftill  exift,  if  it  were  even  decided 
that  the  right  of  making  peace  and  war  be- 
longed to  the  Nation  alone,  as  the  right  of 
arming  and  preparing  for  fudden  occafions 
was  not  only  the  right  but  the  duty  of  the 
Supreme  Agent  of  the  National  will.  "  If," 
added  he,  iC  Minifterial  manoeuvres  con- 
"  cealed    projects    againft  the   Nation,   it 

C  c  4  "  would 
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"  would  at  moil  be  a  confpiracy  of  pigmies : 
Ci  nobody  can  think  that  fourteen  fhips  put 
"  into  commiffion  would  be  alarming  to 
"  the  Conftitution.  Thus,  if  the  Confti- 
"  tutional  queftion  were  decided,  the  King 
"  might  do  what  he  has  done,  he  might 
<c  take  the  meafures  he  has  taken,  attended 
11  always  with  the  refponfibility  of  the  Mi-, 
*'  nifters."  After  much  debating,  in  the 
cpurfe  of  which  he  frequently  rofe  to  refute 
the  objections  of  his  antagonifts,  the  Affem- 
bly  decreed  almoft  unanimoufly:  "  that  the 
"  Prefident  (hould  wait  upon  the  King  to 
€t  thank  his  Majefty  for  the  meafures  he 
"  had  taken  to  maintain  peace,  and  that 
"  the  Conftitutional  queftion  relative  to  the 
*'  delegation  of  the  right  of  making  peace 
".  and  war  fhould  be  taken  into  confident- 
lt  tion  the. very  next  day/1 

To  conceive  the  poffibility  of  doubting, 
under  a  Monarchical  Government,  that  the 
right  of  making  peace  and  war  fhould  be 
delegated  to  the  King,  it  was  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  to  be  in  the  fecret  of  the  authors  of 
the  New  Conftitution,  and  to  keep  in  mind, 
that  it  was  only  through  prudence,  and  out 
of  jefpedt  to  the  attachment  which  the  Na- 
tion ftill  had  for    the    Monarchy  and  the 

King, 
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King,  that  they  had  given  the  title  of  Mo- 
narchical Government  to  that  form  which 
they  intended  to  impofe  on  France ;  but  that 
in  reality  this  title  was  but  the  maik  of  the 
Dcmocratical  Arijlocracy  which  they  were 
organizing,  and  by  which  the  Monarch, 
funk  into  the  clafs  of  public  Officers,  was, 
in  his  quality  of  King,  to  be  only  the  prime 
Agent  and  paffive  Inflrument  of  an  Affem- 
bly  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  People  imvefted 
with  the  plenitude  of  the  fupreme  autho- 
rity :  an  authority  already  exclufively  exer- 
cifed  by  them;  for  it  was  but  too  evident 
that  the  Veto,  or  right  of  fandtion  delegated 
to  the  King,  was  no  more  than  an  obliga- 
tion to  fandtion,  under  pain  of  being 
compelled  to  it  by  the  moft  ferious  out- 
rages. 

This  fyftem,  which  though  not  avowed 
was  illdiffembled,  'appeared  more  openly  in 
the  debates  relative  to  the  delegation  of  the 
right  of  making,  peace  and  wrar.  "  You 
"  haVe  acknowledged,"  faid  the  Duke 
d'Aiguillon,  in  the  Sitting  of  the  16th  of 
May,  "  that  all  the  powers  belong  to  the 
"  Nation ;  of  courfe  then  the  right  of  mak- 
"  ing  peace  and  war  belongs  to  it.  If  I 
M  might  b*  allowed  to  quote  a  well  known 

"  anecdote, 
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"  anecdote,  I  would  put  you  in  mind  that 
4<  Louis  XIV*  obferving  one  of  the  win- 
•f  dows  of  Trianon  to  be  placed  awrjr, 
u  threw  himfelf  into  a  very  great  rage.— 
"  Louvois  the  Minifter  and  Surveyor-Gene* 
44  ral  faid  tp  his  confidants,  The  King  at- 
"  tends  to  things  of  too  trifling  a  nature-^ 
«'  he  mud  have  more  important  occupa- 
"  tions.  War  was  kindled  !  The  blood  of 
u  Frenchmen  flowed  I — and  for  what  ?  For 
4*  the  window  of  Trianon.  The  whims  of 
41  Miftrefles,  and  the  ambition  of  Minifters, 
44  would  thus  then  decide  the  fate  of  the 
41  Nation.  This  impropriety  alone,  even  if 
44  contrary  to  principle,  would  be  enough 
"to  determine  the  que  (lion.  My  opinion 
44  therefore  is,  that  the  right  of  making 
44  peace  and  war  refides  fully  and  exclu- 
44  fively  m  the  Legiflative  Body.'* 

Charles  de  Lameth  alfo  maintained,  that 
the  impoflibility  of  delegating  to  the  King 
the  right  of  making  peace  and  war,  was  the 
neceffary  confequence  of  the  principles  al«. 
ready  decreed.  "  That  right/'  faid  he,  **  is 
44  the  manifeftation  of  the  general  wifh  of 
44  the  Nation,  now  is  it  the  King  who  can 
44  exprefs  this  wilh  ?  A  manifefto  of  war 
44  is  like  the  hanging  out  of  the  bloody- 

44  flag 
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M  flag  in  a  city :  it  is  the  citizens  eledfced 
"  by  the  people  who  are  to  declare,  that  ad- 
€€  cording  to  the  will  of  the  people,  and  for 
4*  the  general  fafety,  the  public  force  is  to 
1  *  be  employed  againft  the  enemies  of  peace : 
"  fo  it  is  with  a  declaration  of  war — it  is  to 
**  the  Legiflative  Body— it  is  to  the  grand 
*'  Municipality  that  it  belongs  to  make  it, 
4 '  It  is  painful  to  Frenchmen  to  recollect 
•*  circumftances  injurious  to  the  glory  of 
€€  Henry  IV. ;  but  at  the  time  that  France, 
49  by  a  horrid  crime,  loft  the  beft  of  Kings, 
"  that  Monarch  was  about  to  fet  Europe 
€(  in  flames  for  thepoffeffion  of  the  Princefs 
"  of  Conde" 

Here  the  Abbe  Maury,  being  irritated, 
called  to  him  in  a  loud  voice,  "  that  it  was 
•'  a  malicious  afperfion." 

M.  de  Lameth  complained  of  being  in- 
terrupted, repeated  his  aflertion,  and  refer- 
red to  hiftorical  vouchers,  and  to  Sully's 
Memoirs,  in  anfwer  to  whatever  contradic- 
tions he  had  yet  to  meet  with.  He  then 
entered  upon  a  difcuflion  of  the  motives  that 
threw  very  great  fufpicion  upon  the  prepara- 
tions for  this  war,  which  he  confidered  as 
already  declared,  and  which  he  attempted 
to  reprefent  as  a  confpiracy  plotted  by  the 

\     powers 
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powers  concerned  in  it,  "  You  cannot  but 
M  know,"  faid  he,  "  the  ties  of  Spain.— 
"  You  are  aware  that  our  Conftitution  tcr- 
M  rifies  tyrants.  You  are  acquainted  with 
"  the  fteps  taken  by  Spain  to  prevent  the 
11  introduction  of  French  publications  into 
"  its  dominions.  A  coalition  is  formed  be- 
"  tween  a  Power  that  dreads  the  Revolution 
"  for  itfelf,  a  Power  that  wifties  to  annibi- 
"  late  our  .Conftitution,  and  a  Family  that 
"  may  be  actuated  by  private  confederations. 
<J  Tb?y  want  to  difcredit  the  afiignats,  to 
<f  prevent  the  fale  of  the  ecclefiaftical  pro- 
"  perty,  and  to  reftore  the  old1  order  of 
*'  things.  If  you  declare, that  the  King 
*'  can  make'  war,  the  Conftitution  will  be 
"  attacked  and  may  be  deftroyed.  The 
'*  Kingdom  will  be  drenched  with  blood  in 
"  every  quarter.  If  an  army  is  aflembled, 
"  it  will  be  the  refuge  of  thofe  whom  our 
* €  juftice  has  made  difcontented.  The  rich, 
* '  for  it  is  the  rich  who  are  the  difcontented — 
"  they  have  enriched  themfelves  from 
"  abufes,  and  you  have  drained  the  odious 
44  fource  of  their  opulence — the  rich  will 
"  employ  all  their  means  to  fpread  and 
"  maintain  commotion  and  diforder :  "but 
"  they  (hall  not  conquer;  for  if  they  have 
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"gold  we  have  iron,  and    know  how  to 
"  make  ufeof  it." 

At  this  menacing  flourifh  addreffed  to  the 
rich,  the  poor  and  miferable  creatures  that 
were  heaped  upon  one  another  in  the  galle- 
ries, no  doubt  confidering  themfelves  as  the 
grand  Conftituents  of  Charles  de  Lamethi 
feconded  his  alTertionsby theloudeft  plaudits.. 
.  May'iythJ]  M.  de  Sillery,  profeffing  the 
fame  principles,  difplayed  them  in  the  fol- 
lowing eloquent  profopppceia :  "  If  you 
"  grant  the  King  the  right  of  making  war, 
"  attend  to  the  reproaches  you  have  to  ex- 
€t  ped:  from  the  Nation.  We  had  efcaped 
"  from  flavery,  and  you  have  plunged  us 
"  back' again  into  it :  you  decreed  that  the 
"  Sovereignty  refided  effentially  in  the  Na- 
"  tion,  and  yet  we  obey  the  will  of  a  fingle 
"  man.  You  promifed  to  reftore  us  our 
€t  rights,  and  you  made  us  acquainted  with 
€l  them  only  to  fnatch  them  away  immedi- 
"  ately.  Have  you  relieved  us  from  the 
"  ambition  of  Monarchs  ?  Will  you  caufe 
c<  our  blood  to  flow,  without  even  deigning 
"  to  inform  us  of  the  motive  for  which  we 
"  are  to  fight?  The  Nation  is  free  and  Co- 
"  vereign;   and  if  you   forget   its   rights,' 

"  four- 
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••  four-and-twenty  millions  of  men  will  af- 
•«  fcrt  them/* 

PethiondeVilleneuve3z£ccndmg to  the  ori- 
gin of  the  Monarchy,  there  faw,  or  thought 
he  there  faw,  the  people  taking  up  arms 
only  in  confequence  of  having  themfelves 
refolved  it,  and  laying  them  down  only  in 
confequence  of  being  victorious.  "  All  the 
••  warriors/1  faid  he,  "  concurred  in  grant- 
"  ing  peace  to  the  enemy.  In  later  times 
€i  the  Kings  could  never  make  war  without 
<€  the  aflent  of  the  Counts  and  Barons. — 
"  From  1356  to  1614  the  Reprefentatives 
"  of  the  Nation  in  the  States-General  de- 
14  bated  on  peace  and  war,  on  treaties  and 
"  alliances.  The  States-General  vanifhed, 
"  and  in  their  place  appeared  a  phantom  of 
"  power.  The  judicial  bodies  appointed  by 
"  the  King  were  fubftituted  for  the  Na- 
"  tional  Court  formed  by  the  People. 
"  Then  Kings  no  longer  liftened  to  aught 
"  but  their  ambition,  their  paffions,  and 
"  the  unruly  defire  of  vain-glory ;  and  thus 
committed  the  happinefs  and  lives  of  the 
people,  without  confulting  them.  Take  a 
view  of  all  thofe  treaties,  or  thofe  politi- 
cal crimes,  and  you  will  fee  every  page 

"  ftained 
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M  ftained  with  the  blood  which  the  people 
4<  have  fhed.  Judge  what  may  make  a 
**  defpot  impetuous  and  inhuman :  he  will 
*€  ftir  up  a  war  among  his  neighbours  for  the 
*«  purpofe  of  acquiring  money — with  that 
€i  money  he  will  corrupt  the^rmy — he  will 
tc  return  a  conqueror  of  foreign  Nations — 
*'  and  he  will  enflave  the  people,  who  will 
"  proftrate  themfelves  before  the  vi&orious 
"  hero.  It  is  faid  that  fupplies  may  be 
iC  refufed :— Why  not  prevent  the  evil  ra- 
**  ther  than  be  driven  to  feek  a  cure  for  it  ? 
if  Can  the  Executive  Power  have  the  right 
€€  of  thus  hazarding  the  fate  of  Empires? 
**  It  has  not  a  right  to  make  the  fimpleft 
••  law : — Why  give  it  that  of  making  trea- 
"  ties,  the  confequenccs  of  which  are  fo 
"  important?  &c." 

May  i8*A.]  "  To  determine  that  the  King 
*4  fhould  have  the  right  of  making  peace 
M  and  war/*  faid  KRewbellf  i€  is  to  deter- 
•4  mine  to  unite  will  and  adtion,  the  law 
"  and  its  execution;  it  is  to  confound  all 
"  the  powers.  Treaties  of  alliance  .are 
if  nothing  more  than  the  right  of  levying 
€€  taxes,  and  of  exhaufting  the  treafures  of 
"  the  State:  to  grant  this  right  to  the  King 
••  is  to  give  him  conftitutionally  the  right 

"  of 
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."  of  felling  men  like  cattle.  The  Nation 
44  Ihould  confide  th6fe  dangerous  rights  only 
u  to  their  Reprefentatiyes  ;  they  will  always 
"  have  the  fame  intereft,  whereas  the  Mi- 
44  nifters  will  never  feel  other  intcrefts  than 
•*  thqfe  of 'the  Court,  of  money,  and  of 
44  ambition.  You  have  declared  that  all 
14  men  are  equal  in  rights.  There  is  no 
44  club  fufficiently  weighty  to  hammer  thefe 
44  principles  into  the  heads  of  the  Mini- 
46  iters ;  they  will  ever  confider  Princes  as 
44  every  thing,  or  in  other  words — -men  as 
44  nothing." 

May  19^.]  The  danger  of  delegating  the 
right  of  making  peace  and  war,  alfo  alarmed 
M.  de  Crillon,  M.  Beauharnois,  M.  Me- 
noVfy  M.  Freteau,  and  M.  St.  Fargem. — 
Neither  the  power  of  refufing  fupplies,  nor 
the  example  of  England,  could  fatisfy 
M .  St.  Fargeau.  "  The  profperity  of  the 
4<  Englifli,"  faid  he,  "  gives  a  value  to  their 
44  institutions.  They  refigned  the  right  of 
44  making  war  on  two  principles :  — 
"  1  ft.  Situated  on  an  ifland, .  they  had  no- 
44  thing  to  apprehend  from  foreign  at- 
44  tempts,  and  there  is  little  danger  in  naval 
44  forces  to  public  liberty.  2dly.  Their  form 
44  of  Government  makes  the  prefervation  of 

44  this 
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44  this  right  impoffible ;  the  principle  of 
44  their  power  refides  in  the  Parliament, 
f4  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
44  mons  and  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Each 
<c  of  thefe  houfes  is  inverted  with  a  Veto; 
44  fo  thaft  their  Cpnftitution  gives  room  to  a 
44  temporary  ina&ion ;  and  the  right  of  mak- 
44  ing  war  can  only  be  confided  to  a  power 
44  ever  a&ive,  and  whofe  determinations 
44  nothing  can  flop.  In  France,  on  the  con- 
44  trary,  the  unity  of  the  Legiflative  Body 
41  is  a  reafon  for  confiding  this  right  to 
44  them,  as  being  the  leaft%  capable  of  abuf- 
44  ing  it." 

In  quoting  the  moft  fpecious  arguments 
and  remarkable  paffages  of  the  fpeeches 
againft  the  Royal  prerogative,  I  have  ftated 
the  names  of  the  fpeakers,  and  the  dates  of 
the  Sittings  in  which"  they  fpoke,  that  the 
fcrupulous  accuracy  of  my  quotations  may 
be  proved  by  the  minutes  of  the  Aflembly, 
and  the  moft  creditable  journals  of  the 
times.  There  too  will  be  found  the  fpeeches 
of  the  many  defenders  of  the  Monarchy :  thofe 
of  M .  M .  Cazale's,  the  Archbifh'op  of  Aix, 
Maury,  Clermont  Tonnerre,  and  others,  are 
admirable ;  but  they  are  too  long  to  be  given 
entire,   and  to  extradt  would  be  to  weaken 

Vol.  IL  D  d  them. 
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them.  Befides,  the  mere  light  of  reafon 
iuggefts  the  grounds  of  national  intereft  and 
the  principles  of  public  law  on  which  this 
great  queftion  ought  to  have  been  decided. 
The  power  of  the  fword,  which  is  an  effen- 
tial  attribute  of  Monarchy,  was  inseparable 
from  the  executive  power  delegated  to  the 
King ;  for  it  confifts  in  the  employment  of 
the  armed  force  for  the  protedtion  both  of 
national  and  private  property,  to  maintain 
the  public  peace  againft  its  enemies  as  well 
domeftic  as  foreign;  and  confequently  to  en- 
force the  execution  of  treaties  as  efFeftually 
as  of  all  the  laws  of  the  State.  It  was  as 
eafy  to  demonftrate  thefe  truths  as  to  unfold 
the  fecret  views  of  the  party  who  difputed 
them.  This  M .  Cazales  did  in  a  nervous 
ftrain,  and  in  one  fingle  expreffion  of  his 
fpecch  tore  off  the  perfidious  ma(k  under 
which  the  Conftitutionalifts  of  the  day  con- 
cealed themfelves.  "  You.  have  already,*' 
faid  he,  "  taken  from  the  King  two  of  his 
prerogatives,  the  adminiftration  of  domef- 
tic  police,  and  the  adminiftration  of  juf- 
tice ;  take  away  the  third,  and  we  (hail 
have  to  impart  a  great  fecret  to  the  Na- 
tion,   namely,  that  there  is  no  longer  a 


•  King/' 


I  cannot 
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I  cannot  refrain  from  alfo  (howing  with 
what  energy  and  dignity  the  attack  upon 
the  memory  of  Henry  IV.  was  repelled. 

4C  You  have  been  told,"  cried  M.  do 
Montlaufier,  "  that  Henry  IV.  at  the  time 

*  of  his  afTaffination  was  about  to  kindle 
'■  a  flame  throughout  Europe  for  the  pof- 
'  feffion  of  the  Princefs  of  Condi !     Thus 

*  is  it  that  contemptible  orators  who  now 
4  figure  in  our  patriotic  clubs,  the  bafe  flat- 

*  terers  of  popular  tyranny,    as  they  had 

*  been  of  Kings,  endeavour  to  fhed  their 

*  poifon  on  fuch  chara&ers  as  Marcus  Au- 
1  relius.  It  is  on  the  horrible  crime  of 
'  Ravaillac  that  they  pretend  to  give  you 

confolation." 

"  Permit  me/*  faid  the  Abbe  Maury, 
permit  a  Reprefentative  of  the  Nation, 
for  Henry's  glory  to  recall  a  grand  thought 
to  your  minds.  No:  he  was  not  about  to 
fet  Europe  in  flames  for  the  gratification 
of  a  headftrong  paflion ;  he  was  about  to 
execute  a  projedt  which  he  had  been  me- 
ditating for  twenty-one  years,  which  he 
had  concerted  with  the  Queen  of  England, 
which  for  a  long  time  he  was  not  able  to 
imprefs  on  his  friend  Sully,  and  which 
that  Sully  afterwards  acknowledged  to  be 
D  d  2  Ci  eafy, 
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ic  eafy,  juft,  and  glorious  :  he  was  about 
<c  to  form  Europe  into  a  grand  confederacy. 
4<  In  this  we  find  the  reafon  of  the  expreffion 
l€  written  by  Henry  IV.  the  day  before  his 
"  death  :  '  If  I  live  to  fee  Monday \  on 
tl  Monday  my  glory  commences!*  But  on 
*'  Friday  a  monfter  deprived  the  French  of 
c<  their  father,  and  deluged  France  with 
"  tears  which  not  two  centuries  have  been 
"  able  to  dry." 

In  fpite  of  the  efforts  of  the  RoyaJ  party, 
the  great  queftion  on  the  delegation  of  the 
right  of  making  peace  and  war,  which 
was  debated  in  feven  fucceflive  Sittings, 
would  have  been  decided  by  a  great  ma- 
jority againft  the  King,  had  not  Mirabeau, 
Separating  himfelf  from  the  crowd  of  po- 
pular fpeakers,  difplayed  all  his  powers  of 
eloquence  and  reafoning  againft  their  fy(lem. 
After  demonftrating  the  inconfiftency  and 
danger  of  placing  the  right  of  making  peace 
and  war  in  the  Legiflative  Body,  he  pro- 
pofed  a  middle  courfe.  u  Are  we,"  faid 
he,  "  confined  to  add  this  right  exfclufively 
"  to  either  the  Legiflative  or  Executive 
u  Power  ?  Is  it  impoffible  to  make  the  two 
-"  powers  which  conftitute  the  National 
"  force  andreprefent  its  wifdom,  concur  in 

"  directing 
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"  dire&ing  one  of  the  f undtions  of  the  Go- 
"  vernment,  which  depends  at  once  on 
/'  adtion  and  will,  on  execution  and  deli- 
?'  beration,  to  the  fame  end?  Is  it  impofli- 
*•'  ble  to  reftrain  the  old  abufes  of  royalty 
V  without  palfying  the  public  force  ?  Is  it 
f  impoffible  to  know  the  wifh  of  the,  Na- 
"  tion  refpe&ing  war  and  peace  by  the  fu- 
"  preme  organ  of  a  Reprefentative  Aflembly, 
"  without  bringing  upon  us  the  difadvan- 
"  tages  we  difcover  in  that  part  of  the  pub- 
u  lie  law  in  the  ancient  republics,  and  in 
"  fome  of  the  modern  States  of  Europe  ? 
•  '  In  fhort,  ought  we  not  to  fix  the  right  of 
"  making  peace  and  war  jointly  ir>  the  two 
</  Powers  ?" 

Under  this  new  point  of  view  Mirabeau 
examined  the  queftion  :  he  difcufled  it  tho- 
roughly— refuted  the  arguments  of  the  chief 
Speakers  on  both  fides  ot  the  houfe  who  had 
fpoken  before  him,  and  concluded  with 
moving,  "  That  the  Aflembly  adopt,  as 
14  Conftitutional  Articles,  that  the  right  of 
"  making  peace  and  war  belonged  to  the 
"  Nation,  and  that  the  exercife  of  it  fliould 
"  be  delegated  jointly  to  the  Legiflative  and 
fc  Executive  Powers/1 

D  d  3  From 
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From  the  articles  of  this  motion  there  re- 
fill ted,  1  ft.  That  the  King  could  declare  war; 
but  that  it  could  not  be  continued  without 
the  content  of  the  Legiflative  Body,  who 
might  refufe  the  neceffary  funds  for  carrying 
it  on.  2dly,  That  the  King  might  enter 
into  all  fuch  agreements  with  foreign  pow- 
.  ers  as  he  (hould  judge  neceffary  for  the  good 
of  the  State ;  but  that  treaties  of  peace,  of  alli- 
ance, or  of  commerce,  could  be  carried 
into  execution  only  fo  far  as  they  fhould  be 
ratified  by  the  Legiflative  Body, 

This  projedt  reduced  the  rights  of  the  Mo- 
narch too  much  to  pleafe  the  Royalifts  en- 
tirely, and  left  him  enough  to  roufe  the 
indignation  of  the  Democrats.  Mirabeau 
was  inftantly  denounced  to  the  people  as  a 
deferter,  and  a  traitor  to  the  country  ;  while 
praifes,  plaudits,  and  the  honours  of  triumph 
were  laviihed  on  the  moft  furious  fpeakers 
of  the  Cote-Gauche.  One  of  them,  Bar- 
nave,  undertook  to  refute,  article  by  article, 
the  plan  propofed,  and  in  fhe  conteft  difplayed 
more  talents  than  thofe  who  had  fpoken  be- 
fore him  on  the  fame  fide  ;  for,  although  he 
faid  nothing  which  had  not  been  faid  before, 
he  ably  feleded  their  moft  fpecious  argu- 
l  ments, 
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ments,  and  applied  them  in  the  beft  way  to 
make  an  impreffion.  He  fo  completely  fuc- 
Ceeded,  that  there  was  a  call  for  thequeftion, 
to  be  inftantly  put  to  the  vote ;  and  there  is 
no  doubt,  if  it  had  been  at  that  moment, 
that  he  would  have  had  a  great  majority  for 
his  opinion  ;  but  M .  de  Cazales  and  Mira- 
beau  oppofed  the  clofing  of  the  debate,  and 
the  Affembly  agreed  to  their  requeft  of  ad* 
journing  the  qqeftion  till  next  day,  and  of 
then  deciding  it  before  they  broke  up. 

Mirabeau,  (tripped  of  his  popularity,  dis- 
credited with  his  party,  and  without  a  hope 
of  obtaining  the  flighted  confidence  with  the 
Royalifts,  would  in  future  have  played  but 
an  infignificant  part  in  the  Revolution  if  he 
had  failed  in  fo  ftriking  a  circumftance :  his 
motions,  his  fupport,  his  harangues,  fo  often 
fold  to  the  higheft  bidder,  would  no  longer 
have  found  purchasers ;  he  was  therefore  ex- 
pected to  difplay  all  his  means  and  refources 
in  the  next  Sitting,  to  obtain  a  vidory  as 
important  to  his  intereft  as  flattering  to  his 
felf-love,  and  the  expedition  was  not  difap- 
pointed.  The  talent  of  reply  was  that  in 
which  he  chiefly  excelled  all  the  other 
fpeakers  of  the  Aflembly,  and  he  employed 
it  on  this  occafion  with  the  completed  fuc- 
Dd  4  cefs, 
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cefs,  turning  into  ridicule  both  the  infults  he 
had  received  and  the  popular  honours  be- 
ftowed  on  his  opponents.  ""  And  me  too/* 
faid  he,,  ?'  me,  a  few  days  ago,  they  wanted 
44  to  carry  in  triumph,  and  now  they  are 
44  hawking  about  the  ftreets,  The  Grand 
44  Treason  of  Count  Mirabeau  !  I 
44  had  no  need  of  this  leflbn  to  learn  that 
"  the  diftance  was  fhort  between  the  Capi- 
t4  tol  and  the  Tarpeian  Rock;  but  the  man 
44  who  contends  for  reafonand  his  cfountry 
41  does  not  feel  himfelf  fo  eafily  overcome. 
44  He  who  is  confcious  of  having  deferved 
44  well  of  his  country,  and  efpecially  of 
44  being  ftill  ufeful  to  it;  he  who  is  not 
"  puffed  up  with  vain  celebrity,  and  vvho 
44  for  real  glory  defpifes  the  triumphs  of  a 
44  day;  he  who  determines  to  fpeak  truth, 
i4  who  determines  to  purfue  the  public  good 
44  independently  *of  all  motives  arifing  in 
44  popular  opinion;  that  man  carries  with 
44  him  the  reward  of  his  fer vices,  the  balm 
44  of  his  cares,  and  the  prize  of  his  dangers  : 
44  he  is  not  to  look  for  his  harveft,  his  fate, 
4,4  the  only  fate  he  cares  about,  that  of  his 
44  name,  but  from  Time,  that  %  incorruptible 
44  judge  who  does  juftice  to  all. .  Let  thofe 
44  who  foretold  my  opinion  a  week  ago 

"  without 
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€t  without  knowing  it,  and  who  now  afperfe 
4<  my  fpcech  without  having  underftood  it, 
V  accufe  me  of  worlhippihg  impotent  idols 
41  juft  as  they  are  thrown  down,  or  of  being 
"  the  bafe  hireling  of  thqfe  whom  I  have 
44  never  ceafed  oppofing;  let  them  denounce 
"  as  an  enemy  of  the  Revolution  a  man  who 
44  perhaps  has  not  been  ufelefs  in  it,  and 
4<  who,  had  it  nothing  to  do  with  his  fame, 
4t  could  without  it  have  no  hope  of  his 
44  fafety;  let  them  give  up  to  the  rage  of  a 
44  deluded  people  him  who  for  twenty 
44  years  has  been  combating  all  oppreffions, 
4C  and  who  was  fpeaking  to  the  French  of 
"  liberty,  of  a  conftitution,  of  refinance, 
44  while  thefe  mean  flanderers  were  fubjedt 
"  to  all  the  prevailing  prejudices.  What  is 
"  it  to  me  ?  They  .may  flab  me  as  they  will, 
"  they  fhall  not  impede  my  courfe.  I  will 
44  ftill  fay  to  them,  Anfwer  me  if  you  can, 
M  then  abufe  me  as  much  as  you  pleafe.  I 
44  enter  the  lifts,  then,  fupported  hy  my  prin- 
44  ciples  alone,  and  the  firmnefs  of  my  con- 
44  fcience,  &c." 

Mirabeau  then  went  over  the  different 
objedions  of  Barnave,  completely .  refuted 
them  all,  and  concluded  with  perfifting  in 
his  motion  with  an  amendment   made  by 

Chapelier. 


410 
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Chape  Her.     He  did  not  deny  but  that  incon- 
veniences might  refult  from  it :  "  But  fuch/1 
laid  he,  "  is  the  lot  of  all  human  inftitu- 
'  tions.  Do  you  mean  to  fay,  that  a  Govern^ 

*  ment  made  by  men  for  men  cah  be  free 
1  from  inconveniences?  Do  you  mean, 
1  becaufe  there  are  dangers  in  Royalty,  to 
'  make  us  renounce  all  the  advantages  of 
1  Royalty  ?     Speak  out  thqn,  and  let  us  fet 

*  about  debating,  whether  becaufe  fire  burns 
1  we  fhall  renounce  the  heat  and  light  we 
1  borrow  from  it5  or  not :  every  thing  may 

*  afford  an  argument  except  a  downright 
4  contradiction  ;  tell  us  at  once  that  there  is 
4  no  need  of  a  King,  but  do  not  tell  us  that 

*  there  is  need  only  of  a  ufelefs  King." 
Barnave  would  have    replied;  but   the 

AfTembly  clofed  the  debate,  and,  by  a  very 
great  majority,  adopted  the  motion  made  by 
Mirabeau,  which  was  rendered  popular  by 
the  concurrence  of  M.  de  la  Fayette,  who 
fupported  it  with  fome  very  emphatic  ex- 
preffions  he  thought  it  proper  to  write,  and 
of  which  the  following  are  fome  of  the 
moft  ftriking : 

44  I  find  in  this  plan  that  diflribution  of 
"  powers  which  appears  to  me  the  beft 
"  adapted  to  the  true  conftitutional  princi- 

"  pies 
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**  pies  of  Liberty  and  the  Monarchy,  the 
"  propereft  to  avert  the  fcourge  of  war, 
u  and  the  moft  advantageous  to  the  Nation, 
u  At  a  moment  when  there  feems  to  be  an 
u  inclination  to  miflcad  the  people  refped- 
f '  ing  this  complicated  queftion,  when  thofe 
f<  who  have  ever  united  for  the  popular 
"  caufe  now  differ  in  opinion,  ftill  adopt- 
* '  ing  nearly  the  fame  grounds ;  at  this  mo- 
"  ment  when  an  attempt  is  made  to  perfuade 
"  them  that  thofe  only  are  their  true  friends 
cc  who  vote  for  a  particular  decree,  I  think 
"  it  right  that  a  different  opinion  fhould  be 
"  plainly  declared  by  a  man  on  whom  ex- 
"  perience  and  fome  labour  in  the  career  of 
"  liberty  have  beftowed  a  right  to  have 
*f  an  opinion.  I  think  I  cannot  better  di£» 
"  charge  the  immenfe  debt  I  have  con- 
"  traded  with  the  Nation,  than  by  refolv- 
"  ing  not  to  facrifice  to  the  popularity  of  a 
"  day  the  opinion  which  I  believe  to  be 
u  more  ufeful  to  it.  It  is  my  wifh  that 
u  thefe  few  words  fhould  be  written,  that 
"  the  infinuations  of  calumny  may  find  no 
"  avenue  to  the  great  duty  1  am  performing 
41  towards  the  Nation  to  which  my  whole 
"  life  is  devoted." 

The 
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The  Affembly  broke  up  at  fix  o'clock  at 
night  with  the  IqucI  applaufes  of  the  Mem- 
bers,' and  fhouts  of  joy  from  the  fpedtators. 
The  Decree  which  was  the  refult  of  thefe 
debates  was  as  follows : 

"  The  National  Affembly  decree  as  arti- 
cles of  the  Conftitution, 

"  1  ft.  That  the  right  of  making  peace  and 
war  belongs  to  the  Nation,  War  can  only 
be  decided  by  a  decree  of  the  National 
Affembly,  which  fliall  be  paffed  inconfc- 
quence  of  a  formal  and  requifite  propofal  by 
the  King,  and  which  fhall  be  fandtioned  by 
them. 

**  2dly.  The  care  of  attending  to  the  ex- 
ternal fecurity  of  the  Kingdom,  and  of 
maintaining  its  rights  and  poffeffions,  is  de- 
legated by  the  Conftitution  to  the  King :  he 
alone  can  form  political  connexions  abroad, 
conduct  negotiations,  appoint  the  agents 
of  them,  make  preparations  for  war  propor- 
tionate to  thofe  of  the  neighbouring  States, 
regulate  the  army  and  navy  as  he  fliall  judge 
right,  and  have  the  management  of  them  in 
cafe  of  war. 

"  3<dly.  In  cafes  of  hoftilities  threatened 

or 
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or  commenced,  of  an  ally  to  fupport,  of  of  a 
right  to  be  maintained  by  force  of  arms,  the 
King  (hall  be  bound  to  give  notice  of  them 
without  delay  to  the  Legiflative  Body,  with 
the  caufes  and  motives  for  them  ;  and  if  the 
Legiflative  Body  fhould  not  be  aflembled  at 
the  time,  it  (hall  be  immediately  convened. 

"  4thly.  On  fuch  notice,  if  the  Legifla- 
tive Body  are  of  opinion  that  the  hoftilities 
commenced  are  a  culpable  aggreflion  on  the 
part  of  the  Minifters  or  other  agents  of  the 
Executive  Power,  the  author  of  the  aggref- 
(ion  (hall  be  profecuted  for  treafon  againft 
the  Nation ;  as  the  National  Aflembly  de-< 
clare  to  this  effect,  that  the  French  Nation 
renounces  all  thoughts  of  undertaking  any 
war  with  the  view  of  making  conquefts, 
and  that  it  *  will  never  employ  its  forces 
againft  the  liberty  of  any  Nation. 

"  5thly.  On  the  fame  notice,  if  the  Le- 
giflative Body  decide  that  war  ought  not  to  be 
made,  the  Executive  Power  (hall  be  bound 
to  take  immediate  meafures  to  put  an  end  to 
or  prevent  hoftilitics,  the  Minifters  (landing 
refponfible  for  all  delays. 

**  6thly.  Every  declaration  of  war  (hall 

be  made  in  thefe  terms:  On  the  part  of 

the 
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the  King  of  the  French,  and  in  the 
name  of  the  nation. 

"  7thly.  Throughout  the  war,  the  Le- 
gislative Body  may  require  the  Executive 
Power  to  negotiate  peace ;  and  the  Execu- 
tive Power  (hall  be  bound  to  yield  to  fuch 
requeft. 

"  8thly.  At  the  conclufion  of  war,  the 
Legiflative  Body  (hall  determine  the  time 
for  difbanding  the  number  of  troops  levied 
for  the  war,  and  reducing  the  army  to  a 
peace  eftablifbment :  the  pay  of  the  faid  ex- 
traordinary  troops  fhall  be  continued  only  to 
that  time ;  after  which  if  they  remain  af. 
fembled  the  Minifter  fhal)  be  refponfiblc, 
and  (hall  be  profecuted  for  treafon  againft 
the  Nation. 

"  9thly,  It  fhall  be  the  part  of  the  King 
to  conclude  with  foreign  powers  all  treaties 
of  peace,  of  alliance,  and  of  commerce, 
and  other  conventions  which  he  fhall  judge 
neccflkry  for  the  good  of  the  Nation,  and  to 
fign  the  fame ;  but  the  treaties  and  conven- 
tions fhall  have  efFedfc  only  fo  far  as  they 
(hall  be  ratified  by  the  Legiflative  Body/* 


CHAP- 


May  1790J      FRENCH   REVOLUTION.  415 


CHAPTER  XXV. 


Violent  InfurreElions  and  AjfaJJinations  at 
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Proclamation  by  the  King — The  Affem- 
bly  enraptured  fend  a  Deputation  to  his 
Majejly — Debate  on  the  Conjlitution  of 
the  Clergy — A  fpeculative  Sketch  of  the 
State  of  the  Finances  addreffed  to  the 

AJfembly 


4t6  ANNALS    OF    THE  [Mat  1790. 

Ajfembly  by  Mr.  Necker — Revolt  of  fome 
Regiments  —  The  Royal  Family  go  to 
St.  Cloud  —  The  Ajfembly  requejl  the 
King  himfelf  to  fix  his  Civil  Lijl—?His 
Majejly's  Reply— "Decree. 

1 H  E  queftion  relative  to  the  right  of 
making  peace  and  war  was  certainly  of 
great  importance  to  the  Aflembly ;  that  right 
being  almoft  the  only  one  remaining  to  be 
ufurped  to  place  all  thofe  which  conftituted 
fovereignty  in  their  hands  :  but  with  refpedt 
-to  the  King,  the  difcuffion  was  evidently  no- 
thing more  than  a  vain  difpute  of  words ;  tfbr, 
even  according  to  the  fyftem  of  the  moft 
zealous  defenders  of  the  Royal  Prerogative, 
the  Legiflative  Body  was  to  retain  the  power 
of  refufing  the  means  of  fupporting  war ;  fo 
that  the  power  of  declaring  it  being  fevered 
from  the  means  of  carrying  it  on,  and  never 
to  be'exercifed  but  with  the  confent  of  the 
Aflembly,  was  a  right  abfolutely  illufory  and. 
ideal.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  that  fu- 
preme  Executive  Power,  pompoufly  dele- 
gated to  the  King  after  the  annihilation  of 
all  the  means  neceflary  to  exercife  it :  and 
indeed  the  fpirit  of  rebellion  and  anarchy,  em- 
boldened by  impunity,  was  every  day  mak- 
ing 
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ing  frefh  progrefs;  never,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Revolution,  had  feditious  com- 
motions, infurredlions,  or  aflaffinations,  been 
fo  numerous  as  they  were  in  the  courfe  of 
the  month  of  May  1 790. 

At  Nifmes  fome  foldiers  of  the  National 
Guard  having  put  the  white  cockade  into 
their  hats,  and  one  of  them  being  infulted 
by  a  foldier  of  the  Regiment  of  Guyenne, 
who  tore  out  his  cockade"  and  trod  it  under 
foot,  a  quarrel  enfued.  Several  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard  joined  the  men  of  the  Regi- 
ment of  Guyenne,  who  had  come  up  to  the 
fuccour  of  their  comrade,  the  battle  became 
furious,  and  the  Municipal  Officers  appeared 
and  feparated  the  combatants.  This  event 
made  an  uproar  in  the  town,  which  had  for 
fome  time  been  violently  agitated  by  the 
fears  of  the  Catholics  and  the  hopes  of  the 
Proteftants,  on  the  fubjed:  of  the  Decrees 
already  pafled  relative  to  Religion  and  the 
Clergy.  In  the  night,  bands  of  men,  armed 
with  pikes,  bludgeons,  and  torches,  tra- 
verfed  the  ftreets,  notwithftanding  the  patrols 
had  been  doubled.  Martial  law  being  pro- 
claimed next  day  put  an  end  to  the  diforder, 
but  there  was  a  dread  of  its  being  renewed 
every  inftant.     Baitm  dc  Marguerittes,  a 

Vol. II  Ee  Member 
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Member  of  the  Affembly,  and  Mayor  of 
Nifmes,  where  he  then  happened  to  be  on 
leave,  had  on  the  2d  of  May  invited  two 
companies  of  the  National  Guard  to  break- 
faft  at  his  houfe,  as  they  had  paid  him  the 
compliment   the  day  before  of  erecting   a 
May- pole  at  his  gate,  and  it  was  at  the  con- 
clufion   of  this   breakfaft   that  the  quarrel 
above-mentioned  had  taken  place.     Nothing 
more  was  wanting  to  create  a  fufpicion  of 
M.  de  Marguerittes*  having  fomented  or  en- 
couraged it;  and  on  this  ground  alone  he 
was  formally  accufed  in  an  addrefs  from,the 
Jacobin  Club  of  Nifmes  to  the  Affembly ; 
who,  notwithftanding  the  refpedt  due  to  one 
of  their  Members  who  was  generally  eftecmed, 
ordered,   without   any  farther   explanation, 
that  he  fhould  appear  at  their  bar  without 
delay,  to  give  an  account  of  his  condudi  and 
of  that  of  the  Municipality  of  Nifmes,  rela- 
tive to  the  commotions  in  that  town.    The 
hearing  of  the  bufinefs  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  and  the  Prefident  of 
the  Affembly  was  charged  to  wait  upon  the 
King  to  requeft  him  not  to  remove  the  Re- 
giment of  Guyenne  from  Nifmes. 

Baron    Marguerittes- .  obeyed  the    order, 
and  completely  juftified  Jhimfelf. 

2  At 
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At  Marfeilles  the  National  -Guard  feized 
upon  all  the  forts,  from  which  they  drove 
the  troops  of  the  line,  and  maflacred  the 
Chevalier  de  Beaujfet,  Major  of  the  Garri- 
fon,  to  whom  they  imputed  the  feeble  re- 
finance which  fort  St.  John  had  made. 

At  Montpellier  alfo  the  National  Volun- 
teers drove  out  the  troops  of  the  line,  and 
took  poffeffion  of  the  citadel. 

At  Valence  the  Vifcount  de  Voijins,  who 
had  been  induced  by  feditious  appearances 
to  add  fifty  men  to  the  picket  guards,  and 
to  caufe  the  Generate  to  be  beaten,  was  ac- 
cufed  by  the  People  of  having  fent  a  foldier 
to  prifon  for  having  faid  that  he  would  not 
fire  on  his  fellow-citizens.  The  Municipal 
Officers,  compelled  to  go  to  M.  de  Voijins* 
houfe  to  alk  the  motives  of  thefe  proceedings, 
were  accompanied  thither  by  an  immenfe 
crowd,  who  dragged  him  out  and  carried 
him  to  a  church,  where  he  mounted  upon 
a  chair  to  juftify  himfelf :  but  he  had  hardly 
got  down,  when,  in  fpite  of  the  efforts 
made  by  the  Municipal  Officers  to  protect 
him,  the  mob  fell  upon  him  and  maflacred 
him.  To  palliate  this  horrid  crime,  a  great 
many  copies  of  a  counter-revolutionary  letter, 
pretended  to  be  found  in  his  pocket  after 
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his  death,  were  diftributed,  and  one  of  thefe 
copies,  not  figned,  was  fent  tojthe  Affembly  ; 
but  the  original  letter  never  appeared,  nor 
did  any  one  ever  declare  that  he  had  feen  it. 
Commotions  fimilar  to  thofe  which  agi- 
tated Nifmes  broke  out  at  Montauban,  but 
with  much  more  violence,  and  foon  aflumed 
all  the  characteristics  of  a  civil  War  be- 
tween the  Catholics  and  Proteftants.  The 
Catholics  were  protected  by  the  majority  of 
the  people  and  a  battalion  of  National  Guards, 
and  the  Proteftants  by  three  other  battalions 
of  National  Guards  and  the  garrifon.  The 
two  parties  that  divided  the  town  only 
waited  an  opportunity  to  proceed  to  blows. 
The  day  on  which  the  Municipal  Officers 
were  to  go  to  the  Convent  of  Cordeliers,  to 
take  the  inventory  ordered  by  the  Affembly, 
being  appointed,  fix  hundred  Women  armed 
with  fwords  and  clubs  made  their  way  to 
the  door  of  the  convent  before  the  Munici- 
pality, and  forced  them  to  retire.  At  this 
time  the  Proteftants  and  National  Dragoons 
in  difguife  went  with  their  arms  to  the  Hotel- 
de-Villef  and  took  poffeffion  of  it.  The 
news  of  this  being  brought  to  the  Corde- 
liers, where  the  people  were  ftill  affembled, 
they  fet  out  furioufly  and  ran  to  the  Hotel- 

de- 
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de-Ville*  Many  Gentlemen  mixed  with  the 
multitude,  and  ufed  their  utmoft  endeavours 
to  calm  them.  When  they  arrived  they 
drew  their  fwords,  but  without  commencing 
the  attack;  the  battle  began  by  a  volley. 
which  the  dragoons  fired  upon  them,  and 
by  which  three  perfons  were  wounded.  The 
entrance  of  the  HoteUdc-Ville  was  imme- 
diately forced  by  the  people,  four  dragoons 
were  killed  on  the  fpot,  eight  mortally 
wounded,  and  "not  one  would  have  efcaped, 
had  not  the  Regiment  of  Languedoc  come 
up  to  defend  them  and  place  them  under 
the  protection  of  the  Nobility,  Martial 
Law  was  proclaimed,  and  the  Municipality 
caufed  tjie  houfes  of  the  Proteftants  to  be 
fearched,  and  the  arms  and  ammunition 
found  in  them  to  be  feized.  Such  of.  them 
as  appeared  in  the  ftreets  were  infulted  and 
beaten.  The  National  cockade  was  aban- 
doned. The  National  Guards  of  Bourdeaux 
fent  a  detachment  of  1500  men  to  fupport 
thofe  of  Montauban,  and  it  was  defclared, 
that  thofe  of  Touloufe  were  going  to  fend  a 
much  ftronger  one  to  the  affiftance  of  the 
people. 

At  Caftres,  Perpignan,  Pau,  and  through 
a  great  part  of  Alface,  the  fale  of  the  pra- 
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perty  of  the  Clergy  created  the  moft  alarm- 
ing commotions. 

At. Toulon  the  workmen  of  the  Arfenal 
mutinied  againft  their  Officers,  one  of  whom, 
M.  de  Chaulet,  was  thrice  wounded  with  a 
fword,  and  twice  with  a  bayonet.  In  this 
port,  as  in  thofe  of  Breft  and  Rochefort,  the 
plunder  of  the  Arfenals  was  carried  on  in 
the  name  of  the  Nation  and  of  Liberty,  and 
every  ad  of  diforder  was  termed  an  &&.  of 
patriotifm. 

Nor  was  the  Capital  in  a  more  tranquil 
Hate.  The  Jacobin  Club,  that  powerful  and 
ftaunch  auxiliary  of  the  Cote-Gauche  of  the 
Aflembly,  employed  their  agents  in  ftirring 
up  infurre&ions  againft  the  club  or  aflbcia- 
tion  of  Royalifts  which  had  been  formed 
under  the  title  of  the  Salon  Fran$ais>  and 
againft  the  Deputies  who  had  in  great  num- 
bers joined  with  the  Capuchins  in  figning  a 
proteft  againft  the  Decree  of  the  14th  of 
April,  relative  to  the  property  of  the  Clergy. 
The  Chatelel,  where  the  proceedings  refpe<3> 
ing  the  outrages  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  Oc- 
tober were  ft  ill  affiduoufly  carried  on,  was 
alfo  the  objed:  of  the  moft  atrocious  calum- 
nies, and  fuch  as  were  the  moft  adapted  to 
excite  the  fufpicions  and  refentment  of  the 

people 
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people  againft  the  members  of  it.  Thefts 
becoming  daily  more  frequent,  that  Court 
was  accufcd  in  feveral  pamphlets  of  encou* 
raging  the  thieves,  not7  only  by  releafing 
them  too  eafily,  but  by  hiring  them  to  con- 
tinue their  deprecations  and  inceffant  rnoleft- 
ation  of  the  citizens ;  and  the  people  firmly 
believing  thefe  abfurdities,  murmured  loudly 
againft  them.  They  wfere  in  this  frame  of 
mind,  when  five  thieves,  who  had  been 
dining  at  a  tavern  near  the  King's  garden, 
went  off  with  fome  of  the  plate  belonging 
to  the  tavern-keeper,  who  difcovering  the 
theft  purfued  them.  They  paffed  the  river 
in  a  fmall  boat,  and  two  efcaped,  but  three 
were  taken  :  a  crowd  gathered,  the  thieves 
were  fearched,  and  the  filver  fpoons  and 
forks  found  upon  them.  They  were  carried 
before  a  Magiftrate,  who,  having  taken  down 
their  examination,  was  going  to  fend  them 
to  the  Chatelet :  however,  it  was  faid 
they  boafted  that  they  Jhould  foon  come  out, 
and  with  money  in  their  pockets  too  ;  which 
exafperated  the  people,  who,  tearing  them 
from  the  guard,  hanged  them  immediately, 
and  carried  their  rage  to  fuch  excefs,  that, 
the  rope  breaking  with  the  laft  man,   they 
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cudgelled  him  to  death.  The  next  day  a  mail 
was  caught  ftealing  a  fack  of  com  on  the 
quay  de  la  Fe'raille,  and  the  people  imme- 
diately hanged  him  at  a  lantern.  M.  de  la 
Fayette  happened  to  be  paffing  at  the  time, 
and  went  up  to  the  fpot  with  an  officer,  who 
cut  the  rope  while  the  General  harangued 
the  multitude.  Some  villains  among  the 
crowd  crying  out,  Hang  away!  hang  away  ! 
don*t  hear  him !  M.  de  la  Fayette  feized  one 
of  them,  and  dragged  him  with  his  own 
hands  to  prifon,  faying,  that  it  was  always 
honourable  to  obey  the  law,  and  give  it 
every  affiftanee.  But  the  wretch  whom  he 
had  faved  from  the  lantern  died  the  night 
following  from  the  bruife  he  had  received  in 
his  fall,  and  the  blows  the  mob  had  given 
him. 

The  King  was  the  more  affe&ed  at  the 
troubles  that  affii&ed  the  Kingdom,  as 
they  placed  him  in  a  moft  embarraffing  and 
cruel  dilemma.  If  he  had  declared  himfelf 
in  favour  of  the  Royal  party,  a  civil  war 
would  have  been  the  immediate  effedt,  and 
of  all  calamities  that  awakened  the  greateft 
horror  in  his  mind.  Nor  could  he  avoid  it 
but  by  humbling  and   weakening  his  own 

party, 
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party,  which  unfortunately  he  determined 
to  do,  and  in  confequence  fent  the  following 
Proclamation  to  the  Aflembly : 

**  Never  were  there  circumftances  that 
•  *  more  imperioufly  called  upon  all  French- 
*4  men  to  unite  with  one  fpirit,  to  rally 
"  with  courage  about  the  Law,  and  to  aid 
'•  with  all  their  power  the  eftablifhment  of 
**  the  Conftitution.  We  have  negledted  no 
"  means  of  infpiring  all  the  citizens  with 
"  thefe  fentiments;  we  have  ourfelves  fet 
'*  them  the  moft  unequivocal  example  of 
•«  confidence  in  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
<c  Nation,  and  of  an  unvarying  inclination 
"  for  whatever  may  tend  to  the  happinefs 
"  of  our  fubje&s,  and  the  profperity  of 
**  France. 

"  Can  it  then  be  poflible  that  there  are 
**  men,  enemies  to  the  public  good,  who 
'*  are  ftill  endeavouring  to  difturb  the  im- 
"  portant  labours  in  which  the  Aflemtfly 
t€  are  engaged,  in  concert  with  ourfelves, 
"  for  fecuring  the  rights  of  the  People, 
**  and  for  laying  the  foundation  of  their 
'•  happinefs  ?  that  there  are  men  attempting 
**  to  agitate  the  minds  of  others,  either  by 
'•  vain  terrors  and  falfe  interpretations  of 

"  the 
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the  Decrees  of  the  National  Aflembly, 
which  have  been  accepted  and  fandtkmed 
by  us ;  or  by  undertaking  to  raife  doubts 
as  unfounded  as  injurious  refpedting  our 
intentions,  and  by  veiling  private  interefts 
and  paffions  under  the  facred  name  of  re- 
ligion ? 

41  So  criminal  an  oppofition  would  afflidt 
us  fen  fib  Jy,  and  at  the  fame  time  would 
call  forth  our  fevereft  cenfure.  It  is  our 
conftant  care  to  prevent  and  reprefs  what- 
ever has  this  tendency;  and  we  even 
think  it  worthy  of  our  paternal  folicitude 
to  prohibit  the  very  badges  that  are  ufed 
to  diftinguifti  divifions  and  parties. 
"  Induced  by  thefe  confiderations,  and 
informed  that  in  various  places  of  the 
Kingdom,  fome  individuals  had  taken 
the  liberty  of  wearing  cockades  different 
from  the  National  one,  which  we  wear 
ourfelves ;  and  confidering  the  mifchiefs 
that  might  enfue  from  this  difference,  we 
think  it  right  to  forbid  it. 
Cl  Therefore,  we  forbid  all  our  faithful 
fubje&s  throughout  the  whole  of  our 
Kingdom  to  make  ufe  of  any  other 
cockade  than  the  National  cockade. 
"  And  we  exhort  all  good  citizens  to  ab* 

"  ftain, 


MAT1790.]        FRENCH   REVOLUTION*        427 

'«  ftain,  in  their  fpeeches  as  well  as  in  their 
"  writings,  from  all  reproaches  and  names 
**  calculated  to  exafperate  and  to  foment 
*'  diffenfions,  or  that  might  even  ferveasa 
"  pretence  for  criminal  excefles. 

(Signed)  Louis." 


<f 


The  reading  of  this  Proclamation  in  the 
Affembly  was  frequently  interrupted  by  ex- 
preffioiis  of  rapture,  and  was  fcarcely  finifhed 
before  the  Hall  rung  with  the  plaudits  of, 
the  Cotc-Gauchc  and  of  the  galleries,  and 
with  repeated (houts  of  VivcleRoi! — It  was 
decreed  with  rapture,  "  that  a  Deputation 
'*  of  twenty-four-  members  fhould  be  fent 
*€  to  the  King  to  give  him  an  account  of  the 
"  transports  of  joy,  and  of  the  fentiments 
*  of  attachment  and  of  love  which  the 
"  reading  of  this  Proclamation  had  excited, 
"  and  to  thank  his  Majefty,  in  the  name  of 
V  the  Nation,  for  the  care  he  took  to  bring 
"  back  the  People  to  concord,  and  to  unite 
"  all  the  French  to  their  beloved  Monarch." 
No  fooner  was  this  Decree  paffed,  than  the 
univerfal  applaufe  demonftrated  that  it  no 
lefs  expreffed  the  fentiments  of  the  fpe&ators 
than  of  the  Affembly. 

The  fpeech  made  by  this  Deputation  to 

the 
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the  King  deferves  to  be  known,  as  the  Af- 
fembly  adopted  it  as  the  faithful  expreffion 
of  their  own  feelings,  and  ordered  it  to  be 
printed.     It  was  in  fubftance  as  follows: 

"  Sire, 
"  You  (ho wed  yourfelf  to  be  the  greateft 
"  of  Monarchs,  when  you  invited  the 
**  French  to  liberty:  you  now  (how  your- 
"  felf  to  be  the  beft  of  fathers  by  recalling 
"  them  to  peace  and  brotherly  union.  What 
"  heart  but  will  be  affe&ed  ?  What  heart 
"  but  will  be  overcome?  The  Affembly 
4<  have  charged  us  to  inform  you-  of  the 
"  rapture  produced  by  the  reading  of  a  Pro- 
"  clamation,  in  which  your  goodnefs  and 
4 *  tender  folicitude  are  fo  admirably  depicted. 
•*  The  expreffions  of  refpedt  and  inviolable 
"  loyalty  echoed  amidft  the  Affembly  as 
Cf  they  rofe  from  every  heart ;  and  we 
"  come,  Sire,  to  lay  the  offering  at  your 
"  feet.  Never  were  we  more  truly  the  in- 
"  terpreters  of  the  general  will  of  the 
"  Nation." 

Is  it  poffible  to  reflect  without  indigna- 
tion, that  it  was  by  repeating  on  every  oc- 
cafion  thefe  adts  of  exceflive  goodnefs  and 

con- 
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ccmdefcenfion,  friore  like  a  father  than  a 
King,  that  Louis  XVI.  paved  his  way  to  the 
icaflfbld  ?  Is  it  pofiible  to  do  other  than  de- 
vote to  everlafting  execration  the  monfters, 
as  ftupid  as  ferocious,  who  dared  to  accufe 
of  tyranny  a  King  infinitely  too  good,  and 
declare  him  guilty  of  a  confpiracy  againjb 
public  liberty,  and  of  attempts  on  the  ge- 
neral fecurity  of  the  State  ? 

The  debate  upon  the  plan  of  a  Conftitution 
for  the  Clergy  in  future  was  opened  on  the 
29th  of  May,  and  occupied  the  greater  part 
of  the  Sittings  in  June*-  The  Archbifhop  of 
Aix,  who  fpoke  firft,  eftablifhed  and  claim- 
ed, in  a  manly  manner,  in  the  name  of  his 
colleagues,  the  rights  of  ecclefiaftical  power. 
"  If,"  faid  he,  "  you  have  not  recourfe  to 
"  the  authority  of  the  Church,  you  forget 
1 '  the. Catholic  unity,  which  is  a  part  of  the 
rl  Conftitution  of  the  Empire.  We  can  in 
41  no  cafe  renounce  the  forms  prescribed  by 
44  the  Councils:  we  have  pointed  out  to 
44  you  the  obje&s  which  may  be  regulated 
44  in  the  Provincial  Councils,  and  thofe  that 
44  require  the  concurrence  of  the  civil  and 
44  ecclefiaftical  powers.  There  are -no  law- 
14  ful  means   of  inveftigation,  of  concilia- 

".  tion, 
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*•  tion,  and  deci/ion,  which  we  have  not 
"  propofed;  and  we  have  at  leaft  the  grati- 
V  fication.of  having  manifefted  all  the  in- 
••  clinations  of  minifters  of  concord  and 
€t  peace.  We  therefore  propofe  to  you  to 
"  confult  the  Gallican  Church  by  a  Na- 
••  tional  convocation.  It  is  there  that  the 
•'  power  which  fuperintends  the  truft  of 
"  faith  refides ;  it  is  there  that,  inftrufted  in 
€i  our  duties  and  your  wifties,  we  fhall  re- 
•'  concile  the  interefts  of  the  People  with 
"  thofe  of  Religion.  We  mod  earneftly 
"  befeech  the  King  and  the  National  Affem- 
M  bly  to  permit  the  convocation  of  this 
44  Council :  but  if  you  now  adopt  the  plan 
••  propofed  by  your  Committee,  we  declare 
••  that  we  cannot  join  in  any  Decree  refpedfc- 
44  ing  objedts  of  a  fpiritual  jurifdi&ion, 
••  proceeding  from  a  power  entirely  civil, 
••  and  without  the  intervention  of  the 
€c  Church*/'     This  Declaration  was  fup- 

#  "Thefe  principles,  which  ferved  as  the  grounds  of 
the  defence  of  the  Clergy,  were  fome  time  after  enlarged 
upon  by  the  Archbifliop  of  4**t  *n  t^e  famous  A&  end- 
tied  Expojition  des  Principes.  This  Aft,  figned  by  all  the 
Biftiops  of  France,  was  approved  by  the  Pope,  as  con- 
taining the  true  do&rine  of  the  Gallican  Church.  See 
Appendix >  No.  ix. 

ported 
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ported  by  all  the  Bifliops  prefent,  and  by 
all  the  ecclefiaftical  Deputies  who  remained 
faithful  to  their  duty. 

The  Affembly,  or  rather  the  Anti-Ca- 
tholic Fa&ion  which  compofed  the  majority 
of  it,  congratulated  themfelves  on  having 
only  to  rejeft  the  requeft  of  the  Bifliops t  to 
avoid  the  trouble  of  refuting  their  objections 
againft  moft  of  the  articles  of  the  plan 
formed  by  the  Committee.  The  debate  was 
refumed  in  the  Sitting  of  the  ill  of  June,  on 
the  Archbifliop  of  Aix's  propofition  which 
was  oppofed  in  an  elaborate  manner  by  the 
advocate  Camus ;  who  maintained  that  the 
Affembly  being  a  National  Convention  had 
a  right  to  alter  the  religion  of  the  country  1 
that,  neverthelefs,  they  did  not  wifh  to  change 
it ;  and  that  the  plan  of  the  Committee  did 
not  invade  the  fpiritual  jurifdi&ion,  as  it 
enly  related  to  .temporal  objects.  Six  or 
feven  country  priefts  fupported  this  opinion, 
and  the  Affembly  decided  by  a  great  ma- 
jority, that  they  fhould  pafs  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  that  is  to  fay,  to  the  difcuffion  of 
the  articles  of  the  plan  of  the  Committee. — 
The  Bifliops  perfifted  in  taking  no  part  in 
the  determination  relative  to  it,  and  by  fo 

doing 
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doing  rendered    it,   as    far  as  they  could, 
null. 

In  the  Sitting  of  the  29th  of  May  alfo, 
Mr.  Necker  introduced  to  the  Affembly  a 
snew  fpeculative  {ketch  of  the  fupplies  want- 
ed for  the  current  year,  and  the  refources  by 
which  they  were  to  be  raifed.     He  had  al- 
ready communicated  it  to  the  Committee  of 
Finances ;  but  the  obfeure  and  cold  appro- 
bation of  a  Committee  was  not  glory  enough 
for  Mr,  Necker.    The  folemnity  of  a  Mi- 
nifterial  reading  in  prefence  of  the  Repre- 
fentatives  of  the  Nation  promifed  him  much 
more  brilliant  fuccefs,  which  he  was  not  in- 
clined to  negled,  and  he  went  to  flatter  the 
Aflembly  that  he  might  be  flattered  by  them. 
"  It  is  dear  to  me,  Gentlemen,"  cried  he 
with  emotion,  "  to  communicate  with  you 
at  leaft  now  and  then  in  a  direct  manner. 
Although  deprived  of  that  habitual   en- 
couragement by  the  formation  of  your 
Committees,  I  do  not  concur  with  lefs 
zeal  in  the  arrangements  which  are  there 
preparing;  but   I   cannot  relinquiih  the 
very  natural  defire   of  fometimes  engag- 
ing your  attention  and  kindnefs." 
In  the  general  ftatement  he  gave  of  the 

receipts 
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receipts  and  expences  ordinary  and  extraor- 
dinary for  the  eight  laft  months  of  the 
year  1 790,  The  receipts  amounted 

Livres. 
to  -     654,625,000 

And  the  expences  to      -       -     645,210,000 

The  furplus  of  receipts  was  m 

r  r  v   "  'T~,ooo 


therefore 


}  ",4i5»c 


This  fpeculative  fketch  would  doubtlefs 
have  been  very  confoling,  if  the  head  of 
receipts  had  not  chiefly  confifted  of  a  patriotic 
contribution,  valued  at  30,000,000,  of  the 
funds  which  were  expedted  from  the  loan  of 
September  1789,  or  from  thofe  of  the 
Pays  d'Etats,  and  of  the  386,000,000  livres 
in  Affignats  remaining  to  make  up  the 
400,000,000  which  had  been  created.  But 
how  were  refources  fo  immenfe,  fo  ruinous, 
to  be  replaced  or  renewed  for  the  enfuing 
year  ?  How  was  this  new  order  of  things, 
which  after  reducing  the  revenue  of  the 
State  almoft  a  half,  had  more  than  doubled 
its  expences,  to  be  fupported?  How,  in  a 
word,  was  complete  order  to  be  fecured  in 
the  Finances  for  the  future  ?  Here  was  the 
problem  the  moll  important  and  neceflary  to 

Vol.  II.  F  f  be 
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be  folvcd.     The  folution  given  to  it  by  Mr. 

Necker,  and  the  different  articles  of  which 

he  compofed  his  fpeculative  {ketch  of  future 

refources,  Hood  thus  : 

Livrts. 

I.  The  taxes  laid  On  thofe 
hitherto  exempted,    the 
amount  of  which  he  va- 
lued at         -  32,000,000 
2d.  The  augmentation  arif- 

ing  from  the  better  divi- 

fion   of    the   two-twen- 
tieths       -  Memorandum. 
3d.  The  increafe  of  which 

the    duty  on    collateral 

fucceflk>ns    is    fufcepti- 

ble  -  Memorandum* 

4th.  The  probable  irtcreafe 

of  the  duties  of  one  per 

cent,  on  the  fale  of  all 

real  eftates,  from  thofe 

of  the  King's  demefnes 

and  of  the  Clergy,  being 

open  to  alienation    -      Memorandum, 
5th.     The       augmentation 

which  may  be  made  to  , 

the  revenue  arifing  from 

the  Poft  by  means  of  a 

new 
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new  tariff,    and  ftri<aer 

regulations  in  refpcdt  of 

privileges  and  franks     Memorandum* 
6th.  The    poffible   increafe 

of  a  produce  from  the 

woods    of   the    King's 

demefne  land3,  by  a  bet- 
ter management       *     Memorandum. 
?th.  Idem,  as    to    the  de- 

mefnes  engaged        *      Memorandum. 
8th.  The  gradual  extinction 

of  the  annuities       -     Memorandum, 
9th.  The    probability    that 

the  Affcmbly,  in  poflef- 

fion  of  the  eftates  of  the 

Clergy  declared  National, 

will  find  in  that  wealth 

all  expences  paid,  a  great 

augmentation   of    reve- 
nue       -  Memor&idum* 
10th.  The  annual   introduc- 
tion of  new  gold  and 

filver  into  Europe,    of 

which    France    takes  a 

confiderable  (hare     -     Memorandum. 
lith.  Laftly,  all  that  may  be 

exjfefted  from   an   Af- 

F  f  2  fembly 
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fembly  where  there  is 
fo  much  knowledge ; 
and  all  that  a  Nation  fet 
in  motion  for  the  public 
good  fhall  difcover  of 
abufes,  yet  unknown,  to 
be  reformed,  and  of  im- 
provements to  urge  or  to 
make        -  Memorandum. 

Thefe  numerous  refources,  calculated,  not 
Upon  the  imaginary  value  which  wild  hopes, 
revolutionary  quacking,  or  ignorance  might 
afcribe  to  them  in  a  fpeculative  (ketch,  but 
according  to  the  real  refult  that  ought  to  be 
expe&ed  from  them,  could  not,  and  did 
not,  produce. an  augmentation  of  a  hundred 
millions  to  the  revenue.  In  whatever  man- 
ner  the  eftates  of  the  Clergy  might  have 
been  managed,  tithes  being  fupprefled,  it 
was  impoflible  they  fhould  have  produced  a 
revenue  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  expences  of 
divine  worfhip,  and  the  fupport  of  the  old 
and  new  Clergy.  Mr.  Necker  was  certainly 
not  ignorant  of  this.  How  then  could  he 
fincerely  believe,  or  flatter  himfelf  to  make 
others  believe,   that  an  augmentation  of  a 

hundred 
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hundred  millions  in  the  revenues  of  the 
State  would  fecure  complete  order  in  the 
Finances  for  the  future,  while  it  was  clear, 
from  the  fpeculative  fketch  which  he  pre- 
fented,  that  about  500,000,000  of  extraordi- 
nary-funds added  to  the  ordinary  revenues  of 
the  year  1790,  produced  in  the  receipts  only 
a  furplus  of  1 1 ,4 15,000  livres  P  However, 
after  difplaying  this  fketch  of  fpeculative 
wealth  and  of  real  mifery,  he  exclaimed, 
with  tranfport — "  What  ideas,  Gentlemen, 
"  are  awakened  by  this  compendious  ftate- 
$€  ment  of  our  immenfe  refources  !  Methinks 
"  there  is  pleafure  in  prefenting  fuch  a  view 
"both  to  the  friends  and  to  the  enemies 
M  of  France*.  It  gives  ftill  greater  beauty 
"  to  the  noble,  grand,  and  falutary  decla- 
"  ration  you  have  made  of  your  love  of 
"  peace,  and  of- your  dereliction  of  all  kind 
€i  of  aggrandifement  of  the  French  Em- 
"  pire.  How  magnificent  a  Kingdom  then 
"  is  that  which  no  event,  no  feries  of 
11  abufes,  or  internal  divifipn  can  ruin  !  Nor 
"  is  it  to  be  doubted  but  that  yofir  zeal  and 

#  One  might  be  almoft  tempted  to  think  that  Mr. 
Necker  had  already  forefeen  that  the  expe'nces  of  divine 
worftiip,  and  the  incomes  of  the  Clergy,  would  be  foqn 
fupprefled. 

F  f  3  <f  your 
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€f  your  knowledge  will  unfold  thofe  grand 
"  and  various  means.  It  is  impoffible  not 
"  to  pay  homage  to  that  chain  of  ideas,  to 
•c  that  combination  of  knowledge,  and  that. 
44  rapidity  of  labour  which  have  borne  you 
"  .over  fo  much  matter  in  fo  {hiking  and 
44  diftinguiflied  a  manner.  Your  great 
"  work  difplays,  the  boldeft  conceptions—- 
"  the  moft  commanding  condudt,  &c.  &c.,f 

Mr,  Nccker,  no  doubt,  considered  this 
difgufting  officioufnefs  as  a  neceffary  intro- 
duction to  the  folid  advice  he  gave  the  Af- 
fembly  upon  the  importance  of  fuppreffing 
the  commotions  which  were  breaking  out  in 
every  quarter,  and  the  general  diforder  that 
reigned  throughout  the  Kingdom.  He  re- 
prefented  ftrongly  the  neceffity  «  of  reftor- 
41  ing  influence  and  effectual  authority  to 
41  the  Government,  without  which  the  Exe- 
"  cutive  Power  could  not  exercife  that  ac- 
44  tive  fuperintendance  which  was  become 
€l  more  neceffary  than  ever. 

"  I  know,"  added  he,  4i  that  to  deter- 
44  mine  you  to  concur  effectually  in  all  the 
44  arrangements  which  ordej^nd  the  welfare 
"  of  the  Stat?  require,  it  is  neceffary  that 
41  diftruft  Ihould  ceafe:  you  ever  pay  a 
44  juft  homage  to  the  virtues  of  the  King! — 
1  *'  virtues 


JVNE  1790.]      FRENCH    REVOLUTION.  439 

"  Virtues  of  which  he  is  every  day  giving 
"  new  proofs  ;  and  his  Minifters  fhould  be 
"  no  obftacle  to  your  plans,  for  they  will 
"  eagerly  refign  their  cares  and  labours  the 
"  inftant  that  other  perfons  pointed  out  by 
u  your  confidence,  or  by  the  public  opinion, 
••  (hall  draw  the  King's  attention.  Mean- 
94  while,  in  the  purenefs  of  their  confeience, 
"  and  the  prudence  of  their  condu6t,  they 
•*  will  feek  amends  for  much  injuftice,  and 
"  find  that  patience  they  ftand  in  need  of 

V  againft  the  repeated  attacks  to  which  they 
"  are  expofed, 

*'  Pardon  me,  Gentlemen,  if,  giving  way 
"  to  my  feelings,  I  have  wandered,  without 
li  thinking,   from  the  chief  fubjeft  of  this 

V  Memorial;  but  you  would  have  permit* 
*'  ted  it  to  one  of  your  own  members,  and 
41  being  conne&ed  fully  as  much  as  any 
**  perfon  with  public  affairs,  I  dare  hope 
"  the  fame  indulgence  from  you.  Befcdes, 
*•  I  fee  the  time  approaching,  when,  re- 
"  moved  from  the  Adminiftration,  I  ihall 
"  have  no  fliare  in  the  promotion  of  the 
€t  happinefs  of  France  but  by  my  wiftxes  ; 
"  and  already  tranfporting  myfelf  in 
11  thought  to  that  period  of  my  life  when 

F  f  4  iC  age 
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44  age  and  retirement  unite  us  in  fome  man* 
"  ner  to  the  impartiality  of  future  times,  I 
"  addrefs  you  without  fear  or  hope;  and 
u  that  fituation  can  alone  fupport  me  under 
44  the  fenfations  of  timidity  which  necefla- 
44  rily  accompany  the  refpedt  due  to  fo 
*4  auguft  an  Affembly,  and  the  infinite  de- 
4t  fire  which  I  fhall  always  feel  to  pleafe 
"  you." 

The  Aflembly,  fatisfied  with  finding  itfelf 
fo  auguft  and  fo  rick,  unanimoufly  ap- 
plauded the  eulogium  of  their  bold  concep- 
tions and  commanding  condutt.  The  Pre- 
fident  thanked  Mr.  Necker  for  it  with  great 
dignity,  and  concluded  his  fpeech  with  an 
expreffion,  the  fweetnefs  of  which  could 
not  but  be  relifhed  by  the  Minifter's  felf- 
Iove.  "  Whoever,"  faid  he  to  him,  "  talks 
44  of  peace,  of  concord,  of  fraternity,  and 
44  of  the  means  of  accelerating  the  felicity 
44.  df  the  Empire  is  al\yays  fure  of  the  gra- 
44  cious  attention  of  the  Affembly.  Why 
44  mix  with  thefe  cheering  ideas  the  fad 
44  thought  of  the  moment  when  you  may 
44  ceafe  to  co-operate  in  putting  them  into 
44  execution  ?  There  are  men  who  fhould 
44  be  acquainted  only  with  the  pleafingaffec-- 

46.  tions 
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"  tions  of  human  nature  which  unite  fenfi- 
"  ble  beings,  and  not  with  the  evils  which 
«<  aiflid  them.* 

While  the  genius  of  Mr.  Necker,  fe- 
conded  by  Affignats,  was  thus  re-eftablifhing 
order  in  the  Finances,  the  genius  of  the  Re- 
volution was  every  where  fomenting  difor- 
der  and  rebellion.  In  the  Sitting  of  the  4th 
of  June  the  Minifter  of  War,  M.  de  la 
Tour-du-Pin,  was  fent  by  the  King  to  the 
Aflembly,  to  give  an  account  of  the  turbu- 
lent anarchy  which  prevailed  in  the  army. 
<f  In  feveral  regiments/*  faid  he*  "  the 
"  bonds  of  difcipline  are  broken  or  relaxed  ; 
"  the  ordinances  forgotten  ;  the  chefts  and 
M  colours  feizedj  the  Officers  defpifed  and 
M  ill-treated;  and,  to  complete  the  horror, 
"  the  Commanders  murdered  before  their 
'*  foldiers.  Public  order,  Gentlemen,  and 
"  the  happinefs  of  the  Country  demand 
"  your  interpofition.  Unite  your  endea- 
"  vours  with  the  King's,  to  give  his  Ma- 
14  jefty-s  Proclamation  the  commanding 
i€  character  of  the  general  wifh.  A  union 
4<  of  hearts,  and  profound  refpedt  for  the 
"  laws,  can  alone  enfure  the  Revolution: 
"  it  is  the  chief  objed;  of  the  King's  foil- 

"  citude, 


4^2  ANNALS   OF   THE  [Juke  1790. 

"  citudc,   who  has  declared    himfelf   the 
"  head  of  it.*' 

The  motions  tending  to  the  adoption  of 
prompt  and  effectual  meafures  for  fuppreff- 
ing  the  mutiny  of  the  regiments,  or  only 
for  teftifying  the  Affembly's  approbation  to 
thofe  that  had  not  departed  from  difcipline9 
and  cenfuring  the  others,  were  all  reje&ed, 
The  Affembly  contented  themfelves  with 
voting  thanks  to  the  King  for  his  Meffage, 
and  with  fending  the  Minifter's  Memorial 
to  the  Committee,  recommending  to  them 
to  make  their  report  on  the  conftitution  of 
the  army  as  fpeedily  as  poffible. 

The  Prefident  announced  on  the  fame  day, 
tfyat  the  King  had  informed  him  that  he  was 
going  to  fpend  fome  days  at  St.  Cloud,  and 
that  during  this  and  every  future  excursion 
he  fhould  make  in  the  fummer,  he  fhould  re- 
turn frequently  to  Paris,  that  his  communica- 
tions with  the  National  Affembly  might  al- 
ways beprompt  and  eafy.  The  Municipality 
bad  been  made  acquainted  with  the  King's 
intention  fome  days  before,  by  a  letter  from 
M .  de  St.  Prieft,  in  which  he  expreffed  his 
Majefty's  fatisfa&ion  at  the  fervice  of  the 
Parifian  National  Guard  about  his  perfon, 

and 
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and  his  defire  that  a  detachment  of  the  fame 
Guard  fhould  be  feru  to  St.  Cloud  to  be  on 
duty  as  long  as  the  Royal  Family  remained 
there.  Thefe  excurfions  were  repeated  fe« 
veral  times  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  with- 
out creating  the  flighted  ferment  in  the  Ca- 
pital ;  where,  in  fpite  of  the  incendiary 
writings  circulated  by  the  Fa&ious,  the 
King  was  ftill  beloved,  and  his  virtues 
idolized ;  and  where  the  Affembly  themfelves 
would  not  have  dared  to  fail  in  refpedt  to 
his  perfon,  without  being  puhifhed  for  it 
by  that  very  people  who  were  every  day  ap- 
plauding with  rapture  decrees  the  moft  ad- 
verfe  to  the  Royal  authority,  becaufe  they 
did  not  underftand  them,  and  becaufe,  the 
King  not  being  named  in  them,  they  ima- 
gined that  they  attacked  only  the  authority 
of  the  Minifters,  Intendants,  Agents  of 
defpotifm,  &c. 

Great  and  general  was  the  applaufe  obtained 
by  the  Reporter  of  the  Committee  of  Finances 
(Le  Brun),  when  prefenting  the  bafis  on 
which  all  the  heads  of  the  expences  of  the 
State  were  to  be  regulated ;  and  fpeaking  of 
the  Civil  Lift  he  faid :  u  With  refpetf  to  the 
"  King's  perfonal  eftablifhment,  it  is  con* 
*'  fiftent  with  the  greatnefs  of  the  Nation  to 

"  wave 
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"  wave  the  difcuffion  of  thofe  particulars; 
"  and  to  his  Majefty  alone  it  belongs  to  re- 
"  gulate  them  according  to  his  convenience 
11  and  tafte:  from  his  virtues  we  have  but 
"  to  fear  too  rigid  an  economy.  You  wi(h 
<c  your  Monarch  to  be  the  moft  magnificent 
M  of  Kings,  as  you  are  the  greateft  of  Na- 
••  tions.  You  would  not  deftroy  the  luftre 
"  which  diftinguifhes  the  French  Court.— 
"  It  muft  doubtlefs  be  your  wifti  alfo  that 
"  this  Monarch,  whom,  had  not  Heaven 
l€  beftowed  him  upon  you,  you  would  have 
M  chofen,  may  be  at  eafe  as  to  the  income 
41  for  his  auguft  family.  The  Reftorer  of 
"  French  liberty  fhould  not  be  fubjedt  to 
"  doubts  as  to  the  expences  of  hi?  houfe. 
41  I  propofe  therefore  that  you  decree,  that 
"  his  Majefty  fhould  be  again  entreated  to 
€l  fix  his  eftablilhment  in  a  manner  corre- 
-i  fpondent  to  the  majefty  of  his  Throne,  to 
*•  the  love  and  to  the  loyalty  of  a  great 
"  Nation. " 

This  decree  was  immediately  and  unani- 
mojifly  adopted  with  the  livelieft  acclama- 
tions ;  which  were  in  a  few  days  renewed 
with  tranfports  of  joy  and  inexpreflible 
emotion  on  the  reading  of  the  King's  an- 
fwer,  which  was  as  follows  : 

"  To 
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"  To  the  Prefident  of  the  National  Affembly. 

Paris,  June  9,  1790. 
"  Sir, 
.  "  Divided  between  the  principles  of  rigid 
"  ec6nomy,  and  the  confideration  of  ex- 
"  pences  which  the  Juftre  of  the  Throne 
'*  and  the  appearance  of  the  Head  of  a 
"  great  Nation  require,  I. could  have  wifhed 
"  to  have  left  it  to  the  National  Affembly  to 
€i  fettle  the  eftabliftiment  of  my  hbufehold; 
"  but  I  yield  on  being  again  urged,  and 
"  fend  my  anfwer  to  you,  which  I  requefl 
"  you  will  communicate  to  them.*' 

The  King*s  Anfwer  to  the  National  AJfem- 
bly  re/peeling  his  Civil  Lift,  and  a  Pro* 
vijionfor  the  Queen. 

"  I  could  have  wifhed  to  leave  it  entirely 
"  to  the  National  Affembly  to  fix  the  fum 
"  to  be  applied  to  the  expences  of  my  efta- 
"  blifhment  civil  and  military,  but  the  re- 
,c  petition  of  their  requeft,  and  the  expref- 
"  fions  that  accompany  it,  have  made  me 
'•'  change  my  refolution.  I  fhall  therefore 
"  enter  into  a  very  plain  explanation  with 
"  them. 

"  The 
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"  The  expences  included  under  the  titte 
44  of  7A<?  King's  Houfehold  are, 

44  i  ft*  The  expences  in  refpedt  to  myfelf, 
€<  tjie  Qjiecn,  the  education  of  my  children, 
44  the  eftablifhments  of  my  aunts,  and, 
44  which  I  fhould  now  immediately  add,  the 
44  eftablifhment  my  fifter  has  a  right  to  ex- 
44  pett  from  me. 

*c  2dly,  The  buildings  and  Garde*TfieuHe* 
44  of  the  Crown. 

44  Laftly,  My  military  eftablifhment, 
44  which,  in  the  plans  communicated  to  the 
41  Military  Committee,  was  not  included  in 
44  the  expences  of  the  army. 

44  The  whole  of  thefe  different  heads, 
"  notwithstanding  the  reductions  that  have 
44  taken  place  fince  my  apceflion  to  the 
44  Throne,  amounted  to  thirty-one  millions, 
"  befides  an  aid  from  the  town  of  Verfailles 
V  of  nine  hundred  thoufand  livres,  which 
44,  in  future  will  make  a  part  of  the  public 
41  revenue,  with  the  diminution  owing  to 
44  my  conftant  refidence  at  Paris. 

#  The  buildings  where  the  furniture  of  the  King's 
palace,  and  of  all  the  Royal  country  feats,  caftles,  &c. 
were  depofited;  and  alfo  the  diamonds,  jewels,  &c.  be- 
longing to  his  Majefty. 

44  I  think 
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<c  I  think  that  twenty-five  millions,  with 
"  the  addition  of  the  revenue  arifing  from 
"  the  parks,  demefnes,  forefts,  and  country* 
ic  houfes,  which  I  (hall  referve,  may,  by 
"  means  of  confiderable  retrenchments,  con- 
veniently fuffice  for  thofe  expences. 
"  Although  I  include  my  military  efta- 
blifhment  in  the  articles  I  have  ftated,  I 
have  not  yet  entered  upon  its  arrangement. 
I  wifli  in  this  refpedt,  as  well  as  in  every 
other,  to  reconcile  my  views  with  the 
new  order  of  things.  I  do  not  hefitate  to 
fay,  that  the  number  of  troops  defigned  for 
the  King's  Guards  ought  to  be  fettled  by 
a  conftitutional  regulation ;  and  as  thofe 
troops  muft  fhare  the  honours  and  dan- 
gers attached  to  the  defence  of  the 
Country,  they  ought  to  be  fubjed:  to  the 
general  rules  of  the  army. 
,f  For  thefe  confiderations,  I  have  poft- 
poned  the  period  of  my  Gardes-du-Corps 
refuming  their  duty  :  and  in  this  delay  of 
€€  the  arrangement  of  my  military  eftablifh- 
"  ment  I  feel  the  le(s  inconvenience,  as, 
"  fince  the  National  Guards  have  taken  the 
"  duty  about  me,  I  have  experienced  from 
M  them  all  the  zeal  and  attachment  I  can 
"  wifh;  and  I  defire  that  they  never  may 

"  be 
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44  be  removed  from  about  my  perfon." —  ~ 
[Here  the  reading  was  interrupted  by  clap* 
ping] — "  It  would  be  impoffible  for  me  to 
44  difcharge  from  a  confined  annual  fund 
44  the  arrears  of  my  houfehold,  with  which 
44  the  Affembly  are  acquainted,  and  I  defire 
44  that  they  will  include  this  debt  in  the 
44  general  plans  of  liquidation. 

"  I  think,  that  as  the  Conftitution  prohi- 
44  bits  the  fale  of  Offices,  the  money  paid  for 
44  thofe  of  my  hpufehold,  and  for  thofe  of 
41  my  brothers',  fhould  be  ordered  to  be  re- 
44  turned,  and  to  make  a  part  of  the  pre- 
44  ceding  article.  This  arrangement  will 
41  naturally  be  attended  to  by  the  Affembly  ; 
41  and  it  will  be  fo  much  the  more  juft,  as 
41  they  who  had  facrificed  confiderable  fums 
44  of  money  to  purchafe  the  offices,  had 
44  grounds  for  depending  on  favours  which 
44  the  new  order  of  things  no  longer  fuffers 
14  them  to  hope. 

44  I  fhall  conclude  with  the  article  which 
44  I  have  molt  at  heart. 

44  By  my  marriage  contract  I  engaged 
44  that  the  Queen,  if  fhe  furvived  me,  fhould 
44  have  a  fuitable  houfe  referved  for  her : 
44  fhe  has  given  up  that  which  has  ever 
44  been  referved  for  the  Queens  of  France, 

44  and 
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"  and   which   Was    valued    at   more    than 
"  four  millions  of  livrcs. 

"  This  is  an  additional  reafon  for  my 
"  wifhing,  that  the  indefinite  engagement 
"  which  I  entered  into  with  her  and  her 
"  auguft  mother  (hould  be  rendered  certain 
by  the  fettlement  of  a  proper  provifion  : 
it  will  be  grateful  to  my  feelings  to  owe 
to  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation  my 
eafe  on  a  point  which  fo  eflentially  con- 
cerns my  happinefs. 

"  Having  now  complied  .with  the  wifhes 
of  the  National  Affembly,  with  the  con- 
fidence which  pught  to  reign  between 
them  and  mc,  let  me  add,  that  I  never 
will  oppofe  them  in  any  arrangement  re- 
lative to  my  own  perfon.  My  true  in- 
terefts  are  thofe  of  the  Kingdom ;  and  pro- 
vided that  liberty  and' public  order,  thofe 
two  fources  of  the  profperity  of  a  State, 
be  fecured,  I  fhall  find  the  deficiency  of 
my  own  perfonal  enjoyments  made  up, 
and  even  exceeded,  by  the  fatisfadtion  I 
fhall,  reap  from  the  daily  view  of  public 
felicity. 

{Signed)  Louis." 

Vol.  II.  G  g  I  have 
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I  have  already  mentioned  the  effedt  which 
this  anfwer  produced.  Scarcely  was  it  read, 
when  it  was  propofed  to  decree  immediately 
all  the  articles  it  contained ;  at  which  the 
whole  Affembly  rofe  at  once,  without 
waiting  for  the  queftion  being  put  to  the 
vote,  and  it  was  determined  that  the  King*s 
letter  fhould  itfelf  be  the  Decree,  only  in-? 
ferting  at  the  bottom,  that  all  the  articles  of 
it  had  been  decreed  unanimoufly  and  by  ac- 
clamation. Amidft  the  fhouts  of  Vive  le 
Roi  with  which  the  Hall  ftill  rung  more 
than  ever,  it  was  propofed  to  go  inftantly  in 
a  body  to  the  King;  and  this  emotion,  truly 
French,  would  have  hurried  the  whole  Af- 
fembly to  the  Palace,  had  not  Barnave  flop- 
ped them  by  obferving,  with  his  ufual  tin- 
feelingnefs,  <c  That  as  the  bufinefs  only  re- 
"  lated  to  a  pecuniary  arrangement  between 
"  the  Nation  and  the  King,  it  would  not  be  a 
"  well-judged  occafion  to  go  in  a  body  to 
16  his  Majefly;  that  fo  folemn  a  ftep  had 
"  not  been  taken  in  more  important  circum- 
44  ftances ;  and  that  it  would  be  ertoush  if  the 
"  Prefident  were  charged  to  acquaint  the 
"  King  with  the  determination  of  the  Af- 
«».  fembly,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  it 
"  hadpaffed." 

This 
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This  frozen  motion  was  fecondcd  and  de- 
creed ;  and  the  Sitting  concluded  with  fet- 
tling the  Queen's  jointure  at  an  annual  fum 
of  four  millions,  according  to  the  King's 
defirc. 

When  the  King  was  informed  of  thefe 
decrees,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
had  been  pafTed,  he  was  infinitely  more  af- 
fedted  by  the  eager  emotions  ot  the  Aflem- 
bly  than  by  their  decrees ;  yet  his  Majefty 
appeared  particularly  fenfible  of  that  which 
related  to  the  Queen's  fettlement,  and  he 
charged  the  Prefident,  M.  de  Bonnay,  to 
teftify  his  gratitude  for  it  to  the  Affcmbly. 


G  g  2  CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 


Decree  of  the  AJfembly  relative  to  the  Injiu 
tution  of  the  Fefiival  of  the  Federation 
1 — Deputation  of  the  Conquerors  of  ihe 
Bajlille  —  Burlefque  Deputation  of  the 
four  Quarters  of  the  World  —  Motion 
againjl  the  four  Figures  chained  at  the 

•  Foot  of  Louis  XIV.'s  Statue  in  the 
Place  des  ViSloires — Motions  againjl  the 
Titles  of  Nobility,  againjl  Hereditary 
Nobility,  againjl  Armorial  Bearings  and 
Liveries ,  and  againjl  the  Appellations  of 
Monfeigneur,  &c. — Decrees  conformable 
to  all  thefe  Motions — Obfervations,  pub- 
UJhed  by  Mr.  Necker  againfl  thofe  De- 
crees— The  Tennis- Court  Oath  engraved 
on  a  Brafs  Plate,  carried  in  Triumph  by 

the 
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the  People,  andprefented  to  the  AJfembly 
^-Majfacres  at  Avignon — Affair  of  Count 
de  Lautree  and  Vifcount  Mirabeau — The 
latter  compared  with  his  elder  Brother. 

A  HE  Revolution  gained  ground,  but  the 
crimes  which  had  produced  it  attached  to 
its  principal  epochas  recollections  full  of 
horrpr.  That  of  the  14th  of .  July  1789, 
from  which  the  founders  of  the  new  French 
liberty  had  agreed  to  date  its  pretended  rege- 
neration, brought  to  mind  numbetlefs  villa- 
nies ;  particularly  the  murder  of  De  Launay 
#nd  De  Fleffelles;  their  bleeding  heads  borne 
in  triumph  on  pikes;  the  maflacre  of  the 
poor  unarmed  Invalids  found  in  the  Baftille, 
and  many  others.  It  is  true,  that  it  alfo 
brought  to  mind  that  famous  liege,  that  ex- 
ploit as  ridiculous  as  guilty,  which  the 
lowed  mob  had,  in  their  rhodomontades, 
called  the  conquejt  of  the  Baflille ;  and  as 
the  crimes  which  had  been  the  confequence 
of  it  had  confummated  the  annihilation  of  the 
Royal  authority,  it  was  the  period  the  me- 
mory of  which  the  Factious  chofe  to  immor- 
talize, by  celebrating  its  anniverfary  with  the 
moft  brilliant  national  feftival  that  had  ever 
been  kept.     The  folemn  taking  of  the  civic 

G  g  3  oath 
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oath  on  the  altar  of  the  Country  was  the 
object  of  it.  Deputies  from  all  the  Na- 
tional Guards  throughout  the  kingdom,  and 
from  all  the  military  corps,  were  to  be  called 
to  Paris  for  this  purpofe.  The  Aflembly 
fixed  the  number  of  them  at  one  man  for 
every  two  hundred  of  the  National  Guards 
in  each  diftrid:  $  but  in  the  diftri&s  aboye 
two  hundred  leagues  diftant  from  the  Capi- 
tal, one  for  every  four  hundred.  The  ex- 
pences  of  the  journey  of  thefe  Deputies,  both 
going  and  coming,  were  to  be  fettled  and 
borne  by  their  refpe&ive  diftridts.  .  With 
refpeft  to  the  troops  of  the  line,  it  was  de- 
creed, that  every  regiment  of  foot  fhould 
fend  an  Officer,  and  a  Warrant-officer  who 
had  ferved  the  longeft  with  the  regiment, 
and  the  four  oldeft  foldiers :  and  that  each 
regiment  of  horfe  fhould  fend  two  Officers 
and  two  troopers.  The  addrefs  of  the  Citjr 
zens  of  Paris  to  all  the  French,  puhlifhcd  on 
this  occafion,  is  an  hiftorical  paper,  the  more 
interefting  as  it  fhows  what  were  then  the 
opinions,  principles,  and  official  ftyle  of  the 
Conftituted  Authorities  of  the  Capital,  ft 
was  figned  by  M.  de  la  Fayette,  -M.  Bailly 
the  Mayor,  and  by  a  Sieuj:  Charon,  Prefi- 

dent 
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dent  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Commune  of 
Paris,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  Dear  Brothers  and  brave  Friends! 

"  Never  did  more  imperious  circum- 
"  fiances  call  upon  all  the  French  to  unite 
"  with  one  mind,  to  rally  boldly  about  the 
"  Law,  and  promote  with  all  their  power 
"  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Conftitution*, 

"  This  wifh  lately  exprefled  by  the  moft 
#c  beloved  of  Kings,  this  wifti  which  wc^ 
M  have  all  formed,  we  propofe  to  you  now 
M  to  accomplifh. 

"  Ten  months  are  fcarcely  elapfed  fincc 
"  the  memorable  sera  when  from  the  walls 
11  of  the  conquered  Baftille  there  arofe  a 
, "  fudden  fhout  of  Frenchmen,  we  are  free  ! 
"  On  the  fame  day  let  the  more  affedting 
$t  fhout  be  heard  of  Frenchmen,  we  are 
"  brothers. 

1  *  Yes,  we  are  brothers— we  are  free — we. 
"  have  one  country.  At  length,  after  being 
"  too  long  bent  under  the  yoke,  we  refume 
*  *  the  proud  attitude  of  a  Nation  confeious 
'*  of  its  dignity. 

u  The  edifice  of  the  Confutation  rifes: 

•  *  The  King's  Proclamation  of  the  28th  of  May  179a.. 

G  g  4  "  the 
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"  the  ftorms  of  politics,  the  ftruggles  of 
"  intereft  and  of  envy,  and  the  efforts  of 
"  time,  (hall  break  againfl  it  and  be  loft. 

"We  are  no  longer  either  Bretons  or 
"  Anjouvians,  fay  our  brothers  of  Britany 
"  and  of  Anjou :  like  them  we  fay,  We  arc 
"  no  longer  Parifians,  we  are  all  Frenchmen, 

u  The  examples  you  fet  have  infpired 
"  us  with  a  great  thought;  you  will  adopt 
"  it,  for  it  is  worthy  of  you. 

"  You  have  fworn  to  be  united  by  the 
"  indiflbluble  bonds  of  a  holy  fraternity;  tQ 
"  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  the 
"  Decrees  of  the  National  Aflembly,  and 
"  the  lawful  authority  of  our  Kings*  to  your 
"  lateft  breath:  we  as  well  as  you  have 
"  taken  that  folemn  oath ;  let  us>  it  is  time, 
41  let  us  make  of  all  thefe  federations  one 
f#  general  confederation. 

"  How  glorious  will  be  the  day  of  the 
"  covenant  of  the  French !  A  nation  of 
"  brothers,  the  regenerators  of  the  Empire, 
**  a  Citizen- King,  aflembled  to  take  a  com- 
"  mon  oath  upon  the  altar  of  the  Country 
"  — What  an  auguft  and  novel  fight  to 
"  furroundipg  Nations ! 

"  We  would  go  to  the  extremities  of  the 

M  Kingdoln  to  join   with  you  in  this  fo- 

2  "  lemnity, 
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'*  lemnity,  but  that  our  Lcgiflators  and  our 
M  King  refidc  within  our  walls:  gratitude 
"  keeps  us  with  them,  and  calls  you;  wc 
M  fhould  together  prefent  them  with  the 
if  view  of  a  grateful,  happy,  and  a  free 
M  Nation,  as  a  reward  for  their  virtues  and 
*'  their  labours. 

f '  You  will  be  with  us,  brave  warriors  ! 
M  our  brothers  in  arms  and  our  friends! 
M  who  have  fet  us  the  example  of  civifm 
*c  and  courage,  who  have  defeated  the  pro- 
"  je&s  of  defpotifm,  and  who  have  felt, 
M  that  to  fave  your  Country  was  to  fulfil 
M  your  oaths* 

"  And  you,  Frenchmen !  whofe  prefencc 
"  would  have  been  fp  grateful  to  us,  but 
*'  who  are  feparated  from  us  by  feas  or  im- 
M  menfe  regions,  you  will  hear  with  the 
**  expreffion  of  our  regret  that  we  were  to- 
M  gether  in  thought,  and  that  in  fpite  of 
"  diftance  you  were  placed  amidft  your 
f '  brothers  at  the  feftival  of  the  Country, 

**  It_  was  on  the  14th  of  July  that  we  re- 
11  covered  liberty;  it  (hall  be  on  the  14th  of 
$t  July  that  we  will  fwear  to  preferve  it. 
M  On  the  fame  day,  and  at  the  fame  hour, 
M  let  a  general  and  unanimous  fhout  oiGod 
"M  blefs   the  N&tion,   the    Law,    und   the 

"  King! 
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M  King!   refound  through  every  part  of 
"  France:  and  let  it  be  ever  the  fhfcut  of 
"  rallying  to  the  friends  of  the  Country, 
"  and  of  terror  to  its  enemies. 

"  Of  its  enemies! — No,  Frenchmen! 
<€  the  Country,  Liberty,  and  the  Conftitu* 
•f  tion,  will  no  longer  have  enemies,  from 
"  the  moment  we  (hall  have  guarded  thefe 
"  obje&s  of  our  worfliip  and  of  our  love 
€i  with  all  the  public  force.  Then  will  all 
"  thofe  men  who  ftill  wear  and  feem  to 
"  cherifli  their  chains,  rife  to  the  height  of 
M  our  common  deftiny,  and  afpire  to  tho 
f*  honour  of  feeing  their  names  inferibed  in 
li  this  family  compadt,  the  monument  of 
11  our  glory,  and  everlafting  furety  of  the 
"  felicity  of  this  Empire. 

"  We  are,  with  an  inviolable  attachment, 
"  dear  brothers,  and  brave  friends,  your 
"  Countrymen, 

"  The  Citizens  of  all  the  DiJlriEls  of 
"  Paris  ajfembled. 

iC  (Signed)  La  Fayette,  Commander  in 
"  Chief  of  the  Parifian  National 
"  Guards. 

11  Bailly,  Mayor  of  Paris. 

"  Charon, 
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€*  Charon,  Prefident  of  the  Deputies  of 

M  the  Commune  of  Paris  for  the  Na~ 

M  tional Confederation. 

lt  Pastoret,  1 

««  t  af,Te.„        >  Secretaries." 

iC    LiAFISSE,        J 

All  thefe  patriotic  arts  were  put  in  prac- 
tice to  conceal  the  real  objeft  of  the  Federa- 
tion, and  were  devifed  only  to  enfure  the 
oath  and  fupport  of  all  the  National  Guards 
of  the  Kingdom,  in  favour  of  the  new  Con- 
ftitution,  and  thus  to  cure  the  radical  defe£fc 
with  which  it  was  tainted,  by  the  abfolute 
want  of  power  in  thofe  who  had  joined  in 
the  forming  of  it. 

The  fermentation  excited  by  the  approach 
of  this  great  day  in  all  the  revolutionary 
heads,  the  aflaults  made  upon  one  another 
by  the  different  parties  that  were  rivals  in 
popularity,  and  the  mad  facrifices  they  con- 
tended in  making,  from  the  hope  of  render- 
ing themfelves  ftill  more  popular,  produced 
fcenes  and  decrees  incredibly  extravagant. — 
The  Affembly  had  never  in  their  mod  tu- 
multuous Sittings  exhibited  a  fhow  of  in* 
fanity  more  complete  than  that  which  the 
19th  of  June  prefented.  It  might  have  been 
faid    that    the    auguft    Representatives    of 

France 
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France  had  devoted  that  day  to  reprefent 
only  the  portion  of  the  Nation  confined  in 
the  mad-houfes,  at  Charenton,  and  in  all  the 
lunatic  hofpitals  of  the  Kingdom. 

June  \gth.]  The  Aflembly  were  fcarcely 
met  when  a  Deputation  of  that  band  of 
ruffians  of  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Antoine,  who 
fince  the  14th  of  July  the  year  before  had 
arrogated  to  themfelves  the  title  of  Con- 
querors of  the  Baftille,  was  introduced  at 
the  bar*.  The  feftival  of  the  Federation 
being 'only  the  anivefrfary  of  the  taking  of 
the  Baftille,  could  not  but  bring  to  mind 
very  ftrongly  the  gratitude  that  was  due  to 
thofc  who  were  fuppofed  to  have  rendered 
{o  important  a  fervice;  and  this  was  the 
moment  they  chofe  to  afk  for  the  reward  of 
it.  The  advocate  Camus\  who  was  charged 
with  the  report  of  their  demand,  recounted 
with  rapture  all  their  prodigies  of  valour, 
wondered  that  they  had  received  no  recom- 
penfe  before  this  time,  and  declared,  that 

*  To  thefe  ragged  heroes  we  mud  afcend  for  the 
origin  and  illuftration  of  Sanuuhtifmy  and  it^was  in  ho- 
nour  of  them  that  the  Conftitution  of  1793  beftowed 
the  name  of  Sanscuhtides  on  the  five  lad  days  of  the 
year,  according  to  the  Republican  Calendar,  fince 
called  complementary  days. 

the 
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the  Natioi)  itfclf  folicited  a  reward  for  thefc 
brave  citizens,  who  thought  nothing  of  their 
loffes  and  their  wounds,  provided  they  might 
enjoy  the  honour  of  having  faved  their  coun- 
try. The  Decree  he  moved  was  adopted 
with  acclamation,  and  was  in  fubftance  as 
follows: 

-  *'  The  Affembly,  ftruck  with  admiration 
"  at  the  heroic  intrepidity  of  the  Con- 
rf  querors  of  the  Bastille,  decree, 
"  that  they  fhall  be  provided  with  a  fuit  of 
"  regimentals  and  arms,  complete.  Upon 
m  the  barrel  of  the  mufket,  and  the  blade 
"  of   the  fword,    fhall    be    placed    thefe 

il  words :— Given  by  the  Nation  to  j\T- 1 

"  a  Conqueror  of  the  Baflille.  There  fhall 
%€  be  delivered  to  each  of  them  an  honoura- 
44  ble  certificate  expreffive  of  the  gratitude 
fi  of  the  country.  A  fimilar  certificate 
"  fhall  alfo  be  delivered  to  the  widows  of 
11  thofe  who  fell  at  the  fiege  of  the  Baflille. 
"  A  place  fhall  be  appointed  for  them  at 
"  the  Federation  of  the  14th  of  July,  where 
'*  France  may  contemplate  at  leifure  the 
"  firft  reflorers  of  liberty.  They  fhall  be 
"  inferibed  in  the  archives  of  the    Nation, 

44  and 
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"  proaching  deliverance  of  their  unhappy 
"  countrymen.  You  will  fee  in  your  train 
"  free  men,  whofe  countries  are  in  chains — - 
"  whofe  countries  (hall  one  day  be  free  by 
c<  the  influence  of  your  unfhaken  courage, 
"  and  of  your  philofophical  laws. 

*'  No  embaffy  was  ever  more  facred.— 
"  Our  credentials  are  not  figured  upon 
€t  parchment,  but  our  miflion  is  written  in 
"  indelible  characters  upon  the  heart  of 
"  every  man;  and,  thanks  to  the  authors 
<c  of  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  thofe  cha- 
<€  rasters  will  no  longer  be:  unintelligible  to 
"  tyrants.  You  have  proved  beyond  a 
"  doubt,  that  the  Sovereignty  refides  in  the 
"  People :  now  the  People  every  where  are 
"  under  the  yoke  of  Dictators,  who  call 
themfelves  Sovereigns,  in  fpite  of  your 
principles. '  The  Di&atorfhip  is  ufurped, 
but  the  Sovereignty  is  inviolable  j  and 
the  Ambafladors  of  tyrants  could  not  do 
fo  much  honour  to  your  auguft  feftival  as 
moft  of  us  whofe  miflion  is  tacitly  ac- 
knowledged by  our  countrymen,  that  is 
to  fay,  by  oppreffed  Sovereigns.  What  a 
leffon  for  defpots  !  what  a  confolation  for 
unfortunate  nations,  when  we  fliall   in- 

"  form 


c< 
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*<  form  them  that  the  firft  Nation  of  Europe, 

"  in  affembling  its  banners,  has  given  the 

fi  fignal  of  the  happiriefs  of  France,   and 

€€  of  the  two  worlds  ! 

*  "  We  will  wait,  Gentlemen,  in  fefpedt- 

"  ful  filence,  your  determination  on  the  Pe- 

u  tition  which   has  been  di&ated  to  us  by 

•*  the  enthufiafm  of  univerfal  Liberty." 

The  Aflembly  feveral  times  interrupted 
the  fpeaker  by  long  plaudits,  and  the*  Presi- 
dent [Menou)  made  the  following  reply  ; — 
"  The  National  Aflembly  confent  to  your 
"  taking  a  part  in  the  ceremony  at  the  Fe- 
-V  deration  of  France  in  arms;  but  they 
c*  attach  one  condition  to  their  confent, 
"  which  is,  that  when  you  return  to  your 
c<  refpedtive  countries  you  will  relate  to 
"  your  countrymen  what  you  have  feen." 

The  Deputy  Turk,  or  he  who  was  fo 
called,  made  an  attempt  to  fpeak,  but  his 
broken  French  was  understood  by  nobody.  It 
was  precifely  the  fcene  of  the  Mamamouchi 
of  Moliere  ;  and  the  fimplicity  with  whiqh 
the  enraptured  Aflembly  was  the  dupe  of 
this  farce,  placed  them  in  the  character  of 

Vol.  II.  Hh  the 
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the  Bourgeois  Gentilkommc  as  completely 
as  that  of  the  Turkifli  Prince  was  fultained 
by  the  Deputation*. 

"  Citizens 

*  M.  dt  Boulaiftvllliirsy  who  was  that  day  at  the  AC* 
fembly,  obferved  among  the  Deputation  a  negro  who 
belonged  to  one  of  his  friends.  "  Ab«  Azor !  '*  faid 
he  to  him,  u  what  are  you  come  to  do  here  ?" — "  Heigh, 
"  Mafia!"  replied  the  negro,  "  no  me  do  de  Afri- 
"  can  ?" 

It  was  difcovered  the  next  day,  that  this  embafly  of 
alt  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  the  mod  auguft  Aflembly 
of  the  univerfe,  and  which  formed  the  train  of  'the 
Baron  de  Clootz  t,  was  entirely  compofed  of  vagabonds 
and  foreign  fervants  hired  at  12  livres  a  head.  The.fe- 
cret  was  betrayed  by  an  orthographical  error.  One  of 
the  vagabonds  of  the  Deputation  went  the  next  day  to 
the  Marquis  dt  Biaricourt,  a  member  of  the  Aflembly, 
and  alkfcd  to  be  paid  his  12  litres*  ".  What  do  you 
"  mean  by  your  12  livres ?"  faid  M.  de  Biancourt,  "  I 
€t  do  not  know  you,  and  how  do* I  owe  you  any 
"  thing  ? "  "  Becaufe,  Sir,  it  was  I  who  did  the  Chaldean 
"  yefterday  in  the  Aflembly  ;  we  were  engaged  for 
"  12  livres  a  piece,  and  I  was  defired  to  come  to  you 
"  to  be  paid."- — "  Indeed,  Mr.  Chaldean,  you  have 
'.'  been  fent  to  a  wrong  perfon  ;  I  know  nothing  of  ,the 
"  engagement  you  talk  of,  and  have  nothing  to  do  in 

+  This  pretended  Baron  de  Clootx,  who  afterwards  took  the  name 
of  Anackarfis  Clootz,  and  the  title  of  Speaker  of  tke  Human  Race,  was 
chofen  a  member  of  the  Convention,  and  guillotined  under  the  reign 
of  Robejpierre  towards  the  end  of  March  1794. 

«  that 
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kt  Citizens  affembled  froth  all  parts  of 
"  the  world/'  cried  the  Deputy  Fermont, 
"  are  come  to  offer  you  the  nobleft  homage 
€#  you  can  poffibly  receive  in  recompenfe 
"  for  your  labours  :  I  move  that  their  re- 
tl  queft  be  granted  by  acclamation,  and  that 
"the  fpeech  of  their  leader  be  printed  with 
"  the  Prefident's  anfwer." 

"  Gentlemen,"  faid  Alexander  de  Lar 
meth,  u  I  fecond  ,the  motion  made  in  fa- 
"  vour  of  thefe  generous  ftrangers.  But 
"  I  have  another  idea  to  lay  before  you  :  the 
"  day  on  which  the  Deputies  of  all  the  Pro- 
"  vinces  are  to  aflfemble  to  fwear  to  that 
fi  Conftitution  which  promifes  liberty  and 

u  that  bufinefs."  M*  de  Blancmrt  made  no  fecret  of 
this  vifit,  and  the  particulars  even  got  into  feveral  newf- 
papers.  It  was  pretty  generally  fufpefted  that  an  ill- 
fhaped  L  taken  for  a  B  had  caufed  the  poof  Chaldean's 
miftake,  and  the  Duke  de  Liancourt  was  in  confequence . 
fuppofed  to  be  the  Treafurer  of  the  Embaffy  ;  whiGh 
however  he  has  conftantly  denied.  The  author  of  this 
farce  has  been  fought  and  afked  for  in  vain  ;  he  has  nevejr 
made  himfelf  known  ;  and  it  is  not  yet  very  clear  whe- 
ther the  impofition  was  meant  to  be  put  upon  the  Public, 
or  on^  the  Affembly  only.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  Public 
was  not  impofed  upon,  and  that  the  Affembly  were,  or 
appeared  to  be,  cqmpletelv  fo. 

H  h  2  "  equality 
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44  equality  to  air  Frenchmen,  fhoftldnot  re- 
44  call  to  any  of  them,  ideas  of  humiliation 
46  and  fervitude.  The  figures  reprefenting 
44  four  Provinces,  the  Deputies  of  which 
44  have  always  been  eftecmed  in  this  Affem- 
"  bly  among  the  firmeft  fupporters  of  the 
44  rights  of  the  Nation,  are  chained  as 
44  images. of  tributary  nations  at  the  feet 
44  of  the  ftatue  of  Louis  XIV.  Gentlemen, 
44  fhall  we  fufFer  the  eyes  of  the  citizens 
44  who  are  coming  to  fwear  to  the  Confli- 
44  tution  for  thofe  generous  Provinces  to 
44  be  (truck  with  a  light  not  to  be  borne  by 
4 *  free  men  ?  Thofe  monuments  of  pride 
44  cannot  ftand  in  the  reign  of  Equality. — 
4  f  Ereft  ftatues  to  Princes  who  have  deferved 
44  well  of  their  country;  dedicate  one  to 
44  the  memory  of  the  Reftorer  of  Liberty; 
44  but  hafte  to  deftroy  emblems  that  degrade 
44  the  dignity  of  man,  and  which  muft 
44  wound  citizens  whom  we  honour  and 
44  cherifh.  I  move,  that  the  four  figures  in 
<c  chains,  at  the  bottom  of  the  ftatue  of 
"  Louis  XIV.  in  the  Place  des  Vittoires,  be 
44  taken  away  before  the  14th  of  July." 

This  motion,  which  the  Cote -Droit  en- 

dcavoured  to  get  rid  of,  was  followed  by 

1  feveral 


June  i79°0      FRENCH    REVOLUTION.         46$ 

fcveral  others  not  lefs  conftitutional. — 
"  This  day,"  (aid  the  Deputy  Lambel,  "  we 
"  dig  the, grave  of  Vanity  ;  I  move  that  all 
c<  perfons  be  prohibited  from  taking  the 
"  titles  of  Peer,  Duke,  Count,  Marquis, 
*'  &c.-&c. -and  that  Nobility  be  no  longer 
"  hereditary." 

This  motion  was  ftrongly  fupported  by 
Charles  de  Lameth,  who  maintained  that  the 
titles  of  Duke,  Count,  &c,  being  repugnant 
to  the  equality  which  formed  the  bafis  of 
the  hew  Conftitution,  and  being  derived 
from  the  Feodal  fyftetn  which  was  abolifhed, 
could  not  exift  without  evident  abfurdity ; 
and  that  all  citizens,  therefore,  fhould  be  pro- 
hibited ufingany  of  thofe  titles  in  their  legal 
writings.  "  Hereditary  Nobility/'  added 
he,  *'  (hocks  reafon,  and  is  repugnant  to 
"  true  liberty.  There  is  no  political  equa- 
"  lity,  no  emulation  left  for  virtue,  where 
M  citizens  have  any  other  dignity  but  that 
4  *  which  is  annexed  to  the  offices  they  fill; 
*■*  any  other  glory. but  that  which  they  owe 
*c  to  their  actions:  the  title  of  Noble, 
*'  therefore,  ought  alfo  to  be  prohibited 
"  in  legal  writings.  As  for  thofe  who  in 
€<  common  converfation,  and  in  their  letters, 
"  might  affeft  ftill  to  preferve  thofe  puerile 

H  h  3  "  dif- 
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"  diftindtions,  they  will  be  punifhed  in  bc- 
*•  ing  pointed  at  as  among  thofe  who  ftill 
"  mifconceive  pur  hippy  Revolutipn/1 

At  this  time  there  exifted  a  very  marked 
rivalry  between  M.  de  la  Fayette  and  the 
Lameths.  The  latter  maintained  a  conftant 
fuperiority  over  him  in  the  Jacobin  Club, 
jmd  their  popularity  began  to  gain  greatly 
upon  his  throughout  the  Capital,  The  rer 
peated  applaufes  which  they  had  lately  ob- 
tained gave  M .  de  la  Fayette  as  much  uneafi~ 
nefs  as  embarraffment.  His  (hare  of  ap- 
plaufe  was  neceffary  to  make  up  a  little  for 
the  ftart  his  rivals  had  got  of  him,  and  of 
which  they  hptd  not  failed  to  make  the  moft ; 
for  none  were  more  able  than  they  to  manage 
revolutionary  means,  and  the  art  of  profiting 
by  circumftances.  But  at  that  moment  of 
delirium,  the  only  fentiments  applauded 
were  thofe  of  the  moft  outrageous  demo- 
cracy, and  it  was  difficult  to  ftrite  out  any 
thing  to  equal  the  extravagance  of  what 
had  already  been  moved.  Meanwhile  then, 
till  M.  de  la  Fayette's  patriotifm  fhould 
fuggeft  to  him  fqme  motion  of  the  fame 
nature,  he  contented  himfelf  with  approving 
with  dignity  that  which  had  been  made  by 
Charles  de  Latftetk.    "  This  motion,"  fai4 

^        he 
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he  with  great  emphafis,  "  isfonecefTary,  that 
"I  do  not  think  it  will  have  occaiion 
44  to  be  fupported;  but  if  it  has,  I  declare 
14  I  fccond  it  with  all  my  heart/' 

After  him  a  Deputy  of  the  Tiers-Etat 
[Gvuftil  de  Prefeln)  fupported  all  the  mo- 
tions that  had  been  made,  and  fhowed  that 
the  fame  ideas  had  long  been  the  objedt  of 
his  meditations.  In  fad,  he  prefented  the 
plan  of  a  Decree  already  drawn  up,  which 
included  them  all,  and  in  which  was  added 
the  fuppreffion  of  the  titles  of  Monfeigneur 
and  no s  Seigneurs  in  every  ftate  and  rank, 
the  Princes  only  excepted. 

This  exception  afforded  an  opening  to 
Af.  de  la  Fayette,  and  he  made  it  the  fubjed: 
of  a  brilliant  motion.  **  I  defire,"  faid 
he,  "  to  make  an  obfervation  on  this  ei- 
44  ception.  In  a  free  country,  there  is  no 
44  diftin&ion  but  of  citizens  and  public  of- 
*4  ficers.  I  know  that  the  hereditary  magif- 
44  tracy  of  the  King  requires  great  energy  ; 
44  but  why  give  the  title  of  Prince  to  men 
44  who  in  my  eyes  are  but  a&ive  citizens 
44  when  they  have  the  qualifications  for 
44  fuch*?" 

M.  de 

'  f  This  motion  wo^ld  no  doubt  have  been  excufable, 

"  -     '  Hh4  if 
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M.  de  Noailles  declared  that  he  fhould 
fupport  with  all  his  ftrength,  th>e  motions 
that  had  been  madej  and  moyed  further, 
that,  in  future,  incenfe  be  referred  for  the 
Deity,  and  be  no  more  ufed  in  homage  to 
men,  let  their  rank  and  quality  be  what  they 
may.  He.  alfo  befought  the  Affembly  to 
take  into  their  confideration  the  degraded 
clafs  of  fervants,  and  order  that  in  future 
no  livery  be  worn. 

M .  de  St.  Fargeau  moved  for  an  order 
that  every  citizen  fhould  ufe  only  his  family 
name,  and  not  that  of  an  eftate ;  and,  true 
to  his  principle,  fubfcribed  his  motion  limply 
Louis  Michel  le  Pelletier* 

if  the  infamous  Duke  of  Orleans  had  been  the  only 
Prince  of  the  Blood  in  France  ;  but,  Heaven  be  praifed! 
the  illuftrious  race  of  the  Bourbons  then  had,  and  ftill 
has,  many  auguft  branches  of  the  blood  of  St.  Louis, 
Louis  XII.  and  Henry  IF.  magnanimous  Princes, 
who  have  Ihown  thcmfclves  in  their  misfortunes  more 
worthy  than  ever  of  recovering  the  inheritance  of  their 
anceftors,  by  proving  that  they  have  inherited  all  their 
virtues.  Alas  !  for  feven  .years  pad  has  France,  bewiU 
dered,  been  expiating,  by  the  mod  dreadful  calamities! 
the  crime  of  forgetting  their  kindnefs,  and  denying 
their  rights.  May  ihe,  now  awakened  by  the  continua- 
tion of  her  difafters,  at  length  repair  errors  that  have 
been  fo  fatal  to  her ;  and  foon  recover  the  tranquillity, 
fafety,  and  happinefs  flic  has  loft ! 

Mathieu 
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Mathieu  de  Montmorenci  was  &t  firft 
grieved  for  having  come  too  late  to  the  Af- 
fembly,  and  found  the  fielcj  of.  reforms  com- 
pletely reaped ;  but  ^as  again  foon  delighted 
to  have  ftill  to  move,  on  this  day  of  the  ge- 
neral annihilation  of  anti-fociaj  diftin&ions, 
the  abolition  of  thofe  that  moft  recalled  to 
mind  the  feudal  fyftem  and  fpirit  of  chival- 
ly.  He  meant  armoriaj  bearings,  and  moved 
the  fuppreflion  of  them. 

A  member  of  the  Order  of  the  Nobility 
rifing  to  move  an  amendment  of  this  mo- 
tion, was  fuddenly  interrupted  by  thefe 
words  from  one  of  his  colleagues: — "  A 
"  Gentleman  can  move  no  amendment — he 
M  cannot  compound  with  honour." 

M.  de  Sillery  obferved,  that  as  their 
Kings  could  no  more  have  private  quarrels, 
the  legend  ultima  ratio  Regum  which  was 
ftamped  on  the  cannon  ought  to  be  ef- 
faced. 

The  Abbe  Maury  fupported  M.  de  St. 
Fargeau's  motion  for  refuming  family 
names,  but  oppofed  all  the  other  motions. — 
He  defended  the  glory  of  Louis  XIV.  and 
the  Nobility  with  his  ufual  eloquence. — 
"■  The  Romans,"   faid  he,  "  had  Orders 

"  of 
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"  of  Knighthood,  and  yet  were  free.  In 
4*  France  the  Nobility  is  Conftitutional ;  to 
€<  deftroy  it  is  to  deftfoy  the  Monarchy." 
He  concluded  with  moving,  that  the  difcuf- 
fion  of  fo  important  a  queftion  fhould  be 
adjourned  till  the  morning. 

This  motion  was  fupported  by  thofe 
members  of  the  Nobiiity  of  the  Cote'-Droit, 
who  -fpoke  in  this  Sitting.  —  They  did 
not  doubt  that  fuch  extravagant  propofi- 
tions,  difcuffed  coolly  and  before  din- 
ner, would  be  rejedled  by  a  great  majority. 
Many  kept  filence  from  a  thorough  per- 
fuafion  that  the  more  extravagant  thefe  De- 
crees were  the  lefs  could  they  be  maintained  j 
and  that  they  might  in  their  fall  draw  dowij 
.many  others.  Indeed  it  was  pretty  generally 
believed,  that  the  chief  view  of  thofe  who 
made  the  moft  violent  motions,  and  particul- 
arly of  M.  de  la  Fayette,  was  to  have  De- 
crees pafled,  that  were  fo  abfurd  and  fubver- 
five  of  the  effential  principies  of  the  Mo- 
narchy, that  the  King  would  be  under  the 
neceffity  of  refufing  them  his  f^ndlion.  The 
people  might  have  been  the  more  eafily  fa- 
tisfied  on  this  refufal,  from  having  read  fome 
days   before  in   the  public  papers,  a  letter 

written 
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written  by  M.  de  St.  Priejh  to  Cherin  the 
genealogift,  informing  him  "  that  his  Ma- 
"  jefty  defired  that  he  would  receive  no 
M  more  s  genealogical  documents,  which 
"  might  be  previoufly  oflFered  for  his  etf- 
"  aminati6n  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the  No- 
*'  bility  who  wiftied  to  be  introduced  at 
"  Court."  This  order,  by  which  a  favour 
was  extended  to  Plebeians  that  had  till 
that  time  been  granted  only  to  Gentle- 
men, abolifhed  the  only  honourable  diftinc- 
tion  the  Nobility  had  remaining;  for  all 
their  honorary  rights,  privileges,  and  pecu- 
niary exemptions,  were  already  taken  from 
them  ;  and  for  a  length  of  time  the  rich  of 
all  claffes  were  allowed  to  take  what  arms 
and  livery  they  pleafed.  Thus,  if  Nobility 
ftill  recalled  to  the  minds  of  real  Gentlemen 
the  virtues  or  the  fervices  of  their  anceftors, 
and  the  duty  of  imitating  them ;  it  neither 
was  nor  could  be  regarded  by  the  multitude 
but  as  a  Word  abfolutely  void  of  meaning, 
which  could  as  little  provoke  jealpufy  as 
flatter  vanity.  There  was,  therefore,  no 
fear  of  an  infurre&ion  at  Paris  on  account 
of  the  refufal  to  fandtion  the  Decrees  isk 
queftion,  a  refufal  which  the  Factious  had 
much  more  powerful  reafons  for  defiring. — 

They 
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They  would  have  magnified  it  to  the  ut- 
moft,  to  difpel  the  doubt  of  the  King's 
liberty  fince  his  residence  in  the  Capital,  and 
to  prove  that  it  was  with  his  own  free  con- 
fen  t  he  had  given  his  fan&ion  to  all  the  De* 
crees  before  prefented  to  him,  as  it  only  de- 
pended upon  him  to  refufe  it;  that  fuch 
fan&ion  had  therefore  been  an  att  abfolutely 
free9  and  was  confequently  inconteftably 
valid..  But  if  fuch  were  the  hope  of  the 
motion-makers  of  the  19th  of  June,  it  was 
completely  difappointed.  The  King,  fearing 
to  weaken  the  manifeft  nullity  of  the  fanc- 
tion  which  he  had  been  forced  to  give  to 
all  the  Decrees  palled  fince  the  outrages  of 
the  5th  and  6th  of  October,  fan6tioned_alfo 
on  the  28th  of  June  the  Decrees  of  the  19th, 
notwithftanding  the  entreaties  of  Mr.  Necher, 
who  wifhed  the  King  not  to  affent 'to  the 
Decree  degrading  the  Nobility,  till  he  had 
offered  his  obfervations  to  the  National  Af- 
fcmbly.  The  Council  did  not  approve -of 
that  ftcp,  arid  were  of  opinion  that  the  fane- 
tion  fbould  be  pure  and  unqualified.  Mr. 
Nccker  did  not  the  lefs  perfift  in  his  opinion, 
and  made  a  fhowy  difpiay  of  his  opposition 
to  that  of  his  colleagues,  by  a  Memorial 
which  he  publilhed  with   the   King's  con- 

fent, 
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fent,  in  which  he  difcufled  the  Decrees  of 
the  19th  of  June,  and  proved  with  all  pof- 
fible  politenefs  that  they  were  equally 
foolifh,  unjuft,  and  impolitic;  and  indeed 
we  have  but  to  read  them  to  be  convinced 
that  they  are  fo. 

The  firft  Decree  -.—{June  19.) — "  The 
National  Affembly  taking  into  confidera- 
tion,  that  at  the  approach  of  the  great  day 
which  is  to  unite  the  citizens  from  every 
part  of  France  for  the  National  Federa- 
tion, it  imports  the  glory  of  the  Nation 
not  to  fuffer  the  exiftence  of  any  monu- 
ment that  recalls  ideas  of  flavery  offenfive 
to  the  provinces  united  to  the  Kingdom ; 
that  it  becomes  the  dignity  of  a  free'  peo- 
ple to  confecrate  only  a&ions  which  they 
may  themfelves  have  judged  and  acknow- 
ledged to  be  great  and  ufeful ;  have  de- 
creed and  do  decree,  that  the  four  chained 
figures  in  the  Place  des  ViSioires  (hall  be 
removed  before  the  14th  of  July  next;  and 
the  prefent  Decree,  after  receiving  the 
King's  fan&ion,  (hall  be  fent  to  the  Mu- 
nicipality   of    Paris   to  be  put  in   exe- 


cution." 


The  fecond  Decree:  —  "  The   National 
Affembly  decree,  that  Hereditary  Nobility 

"  is 
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is  for  ever  abolifhed :  that  in  confequence, 
the  titles  of  Duke,  Count,  Marquis,  Vif- 
count,  Vidame,  Baron,  Chevalier,  Mef- 
fire*  Efquire,  Noble,  and  all  other  fuch 
titles,  fhall  neither  be  taken  by  nor  given 
to  any  perfon  whatfoever. 
<c  That  every  citizen  fhall  take  only  the 
real  name  of  his  family ;  that  no  perfon 
can  either  wear  or  caufe  to  be  worn  a 
livery,  or  ufe  armorial  bearings ;  that  in- 
cenfe  fhall  be  burnt  in  places  of  worfliip 
only  in  honour  of  the  Deity,  and  fhall  not 
be  offered  to  any  creature  whatever. 
"  That  the  titles  of  Monfeigneur  andMef- 
feigneurs,  of  Excellency,  Highnefs,  Emi- 
nence and  Greatnefs,  fhall  never  be  ap- 
plied either  to  any  body  of  men,  or  any 
individual.  Provided  neverthelefs,  that 
no  citizen,  under  pretence  of  the  prefent 
Decree,  can  or  may  make  any  attempt 
to  injure  the  monuments  fixed  in  the 
churches,  or  the  charters,  titles,  and  other 
documents  concerning  families  or-  pro- 
perty, or  the  decorations  of  any  public  or 
private  place ;  and  provided  that  the  exe- 
cution of  the  regulation  relative  to  liveries 
and  arms  painted  on  carriages,  be  not  en- 
forced or  required  by  any  perfon  whatfo- 

u  ever 
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"  ever  bifore  the  14th  of  July,  as  to  citizens 
"  refiding  at  Paris  5  and  before  three  month? 
"  as  to  fuch  as  live  in  the  provinces.  The 
*'  regulations  of  the  prefent  Decree  fhall  not 
€i  extend  to  foreigners,  who  may  continue 
"  to  ufe  their  liveries  and  armorial  bearings 
«'  in  France." 

It  was  not  till  the  conclttfion  of  the  debate 
which  preceded  thefe  decrees,  that  the  Cote- 
Droit  of  the  Affembly  began  to  perceive 
that  it  was  ferioufly  propofed  to  pafs  them  > 
when  feveral  Deputies  of  the  Nobility  fprang 
towards  the  tribune,  and  demanded  with 
warmth  to  be  heard,  but  were  refufed  amidfl 
the  general  (bouts  of  the  Cote-Gauche  and  of 
the  galleries.  The  queftion  was  put  on  both 
decrees,  and  they  were  pafled  by  a  great 
majority  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night. 

As  the  Affembly  w,as  going  to  break  up,  a 
deputation  of  the  citizens  of  Paris  was  in- 
troduced into  the  Hall,  preceded  by  a  plate 
of  brafs,  decked  with  a  crown  of  oak-leaves, 
and  on  which  the  oath  taken  by  the  Com- 
mons in  the  Tennis-Court  at  Verfailles,  on 
the  20th  of  June  the  preceding  year,  was 
engraved.  One  of  the  members  of.  the  De- 
putation laid,  u  That  the  next  day  being  the 
4<  anniversary  of  the  oath  which  the  Depu- 

"  ties 
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"  tics  had  fworn  to  render  France  fuee,  this 
"  monument  fhould  be  carried  in  a  folemn 
"  manner,  and  fixed  ill  the  place  which  had 
•'  been  confecratcd  by  that  memorable  ad." 

This  addrefs,  and  the  patriotic  reply  made 
to  it  by  the  Prefident,  obtained  the  greateft 
applaufe;  and  the  Aflembly  rofc  amidft 
tranfports  of  joy  and  noify  acclamations. 
It  was  too  much  like  the  night  of  the  4th  of 
Auguft  preceding,  not  to  terminate  like  it. 
And  it  was  in  the  delirium  of  thofe  turbu- 
lent orgies  that  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
French  Nation  deftroyed  its  ancient  Confti- 
tution,  and  fubftitutcd  in  its  Head  the  moft 
abfurd  reveries  >  under  the  impofing  title  of 
Conjlitutional  Decrees! 

Several  other  remarkable  events  happened 
in  the  month  of  June  1790.  On  the  10th, 
the  moft  violent  commotions  broke  out  at 
Avignon.  In  the  account  fent  by  the  Mu- 
nicipal Officers  of  the  town  to  the  Aflembly, 
they  accufed  the  Arijlecrats  of  having  feized 
on  the  Hotel-de-Ville  and  four  cannon,  and 
of  having  fired  from  all  quarters  on  the 
honeft  citizens,  on  the  good  patriots,  more 
than  thirty  of  whom  had  fallen  victims  to 
their  zeal.  The  people  had  marched  againft 
thofe  affaflins,  had  feized  and  facrificed  four 

of 
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df  thim;  twenty-tfro  inore  had  been  ar- 
retted/ and  would  have  been  put  to  death  if 
the  National  Guards  of  the  neighbouring 
Communes,  who  hid  flown  to  the  afliftance 
of  Avignoff,  had  not  prevented  it.  Thd 
itext  day  all  the  diftrifts  of  the  town,  af- 
fembled,  and  unanimoufly  voted  ah  union  o£ 
the  Comtat  of  Avignon  with  France.  Tho 
armorials  of  the  Holy  See  were  immediately 
deftroyed  or  removed,  and  the  arms  6f  Franc* 
put  in  their  place  with  great  pomp,  amidft 
the  cries  of  Vive  la  Nation,  la  Loi,  et  le 
Roi  !  The  Affembly  were  informed  of  this 
event  by  an  extraordinary  meffenger,  wha 
arrived  at  Paris  on  the  17th  of  June.  Hfe 
difpatches  announced  that  four  Deputies  had* 
been  appointed  to  repair  immediately  tb  th& 
Aflembly  to  folicit  their  confent  to  the  union. 

While  the  fatal  name  of  Ariftocrats  was 
thus  railing  the  Avignon  mob  againfl  the 
Nobles  and  Priefts,  and  the  Pope  was  Grip- 
ped of  a  portion  of  his  States,  as  a  punifhmentt 
no  doubt  for  his  prefumed  ariftocracy,  two« 
Deputies  of  the  Order  of  the  Nobility,  Count 
de  Touloufe-Lautrec  and  Vifcount  de  Mira- 
beau,  who  were  abfent  on  leave,  were  ar- 
retted; the  fontier  by  the  Municipality  of 
Touloufe,  and  the  latter  by  that  of  Caftel- 

Vol.  II.  I  i  naudarry. 
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naudarry.  M.  de  Lautrec  was  accufed  of 
taking  fteps  to  raife  an  infurre&ion,  and  of 
endeavouring  to  bribe  the  men  of  the  Na-* 
tional  Guards  to  prevent  the  partial  federa~ 
tion  which  was  to  take  place  at  Touloufe  on 
the  14th  of  July,  and  to  reftore  the  old 
,  fyftem.  The  King's  Solicitor  pf  the  Senef- 
dial's  jurifdidt ion  hearing  by  public  rumour 
of  this  pretended  plot,  denounced  it  on  the 
17th  of  June  by  a  formal  information  tp  the 
Municipality,  who,  on  the  depofition  of  two 
or  three  of  the  Guards,  ordered  M .  de  Lau- 
trec to  be  arretted.  This  %was  done  the  next 
day  by  a  detachhient  of  the  National  Guards, 
at  a  country-houfe  where  he  had  been  refid- 
ing  fince  the  10th  of  June,  the  day  of  his 
arrival,  in  fpite  of  his  quality  of  Deputy 
and  the  inviolability  annexed  to  it.  He  was. 
detained  at  the  Botel-de-Ville,  where  he 
underwent  an  examination;  in  which  he 
formally  denied  all  .  the  charges  brought. 
againft  him,  and  the  bribes  he  was  accufed 
of  haying  offered.  He  was  notwithftanding 
kept  in  cuftody ;  but  the  Municipality  ftaid 
the  proceedings  againft  him,  until  they 
fhauld  receive  orders  from  the  National  Af- . 
fembly,  to  whom  they  fent  an  account  of. 
the  affair .. . .  • 

*     ■  .  .      .    The 
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The  Vifcount  de  MirabeUu  had  more  wit 
and  natural  talents,  but  lefs  knowledge,  than 
his  elder  brother :  his  character  was  in  high 
eftimation  for  his  franknefs  and  fincerity,  his 
romantic  bravery,  his  fentiments  of  honour, 
and  his  loyalty  to  the  King ;  yet  he  was  fu- 
perior  to  his  brother  ftill  more  by  his  qua- 
lifications than  by  his  virtues.  The  elder 
Mirabeauy  e&rly  plunged  by  the  violence  of 
his  paffions  and  by  the  uncommon  vigour  of 
his  conftitution  into  all  manner  of  excefs, 
had  fliaken  off  the  yoke  of  principles,  and 
had  fubftituted  in  their  place  fyftems  ever 
dependent,  as  to  his  conduct,  on  the  fordid 
calculations  of  intereft.  His  long  and  fre- 
quent imprifonments  had  confiderably  foured 
and  hardened  his  difpofition,  and  in  the  courfe 
of  them  he  had  alfo  acquired  the  habit  of 
reflecting  deeply,  of  confidering  a  queftion 
under  all  its  points  of  view,  and  of  fupporting 
with  equal  ftrength  the  affirmative  or  nega- 
tive ;  whence  that  readinefs,  that  fuperiority 
in  reply  which  gave  him  an  immenfe  advan- 
tage over  all  his  opponents.  Unfortunately, 
the  beft  caufe  was  always  in  his  opinion  that 
fjbr  which  he  was  beft  paid,  and  his  elo- 
quence at  the  iervice  of  the  higheft  bidder. 
He  has  been  unjuftly  accufed  of  cowardice : 
I  i  2  on 
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on  feveral  occafions  when  his  life  only  was  at 
flake  he  has  given  unequivocal  proofs  of 
courage.  But  he  was  often  daftardly  through 
avarice  or  vanity :  there  was  no  infult  how- 
ever  fexious  which  he  could  not  bear  when 
he  had  a  large  fum  to  receive,  or  an  import- 
ant fpeech  to  deliver  in  the  Affembly  next 
day ;  and  it  feldom  happened  but  that  one 
or  other  of  thefe  was  the  cafe.  Being  a 
Royalift  on  convi&ion,  he  would  have  fup- 
ported  the  throne  very  powerfully,  had  not 
Mr.  Nccker  fcrupled  to  purchafe  his  fervices  ; 
and  it  was  not  till  he  refufed  them  that  he 
offered  them  to  the  democratic  party,  who 
paid  much  more  for  them  than  he  would 
have  got  from  the  Court. 

Mirabeau  was  far  from  being  the  author 
of  all  the  fpceches  he  delivered  from  the 
tribune.  His  attendance  at  the  Affembly, 
and  the  parties  of  pleafure,  or  rather  of  im- 
moderate debauch,  in  which  he  was  perpe- 
tually engaged,  left  him  no  time  to  write 
them,  even  had  his  head  been  fufficiently  at 
liberty  to  cornpofe  them.  He  had  at  com- 
mand a  certain  number  of  writers,  of  more 
wit  than  fortune,  who,  flattered  by, his  pa- 
tronage, encouraged  by  his  promifes,  %  and 
aflifted  at  times  by  trifling  fums  from  his. 

.„  -  -  purfe, 
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purfe,"did  themfclves  the  honour  of  working 
for  him.-  He  received  them  at  his  houfe  at 
different  hours,  and  employed  them  all  un- 
known to  one  another ;  telling  each,  under 
the  feal  of  fecrecy,  that  he  purpofed  to  make 
a  motion  of  fuch  a  nature,  but  that  he  had 
fo  little  time  to  beftow  upon  thinking  of  it 
that  it  would  be  doing  him  a  real  friendship 
to  give  him  fome  ideas,  fome  notes  which 
he  might  make  ufe  of,  and  that  he  had 
thought  of  him  for  fuch  affiftance.  There 
was  not  one  of  them  but  went  inftantly  to 
work  as  hard  as  he  could,  to  juftify  the  con- 
"fidence  of  a  man  fo  celebrated  as  Mirabeau. 
When  they  had  all  fent  in  their  work,  he 
feledted  the  beft  paflages  of  each,  form- 
ing a  whole  out  of  them,  which  he  arranged 
and  enriched  in  his  manner  with  fome  pomp- 
ous phrafes,  and  then  fet  out  for  the  Af- 
fembly.  His  fellow-labourers,  who  got 
there  before  him,  recognized  each  the  par- 
ticular paffage  he  had  furniihed  him  with, 
adtnired  in  fecret  the  advantage  he  had  drawn 
from  it,  and  never  doubted  that  all  the  reft 
of  the  fpeech  was  his  own  composition :  they 
wondered  at  his  being  able  to  produce  fo 
4ine  an  oration  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  and  left 
the  Hall  convinced  that  no  man  had  more 
I  i  3  talents 
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talents  than  Mirabeau.  And  there  is  no 
doubt,  in  fad,  that  he  was  very  able, 
without  the  afliftance  of  any  body,  to  make^ 
as  good  fpeeches  as  thofe  he  thus  patched 
up :  but  he  had  a  rarer  talent,  and  the  moft 
ufeful  to  a  ftatefman,  that  of  appreciating  the 
talents  of  others,  and  extracting  the  greateft 
poffible  advantage  from  them.  Charlemagne 
could  hardly  fign  his  name,  and  Cardinal 
Richelieu  was  an  indifferent  writer;  yet  the 
one  was  the  greateft  King,  and  the  other 
the  able  ft  Minifter  France  ever  had. 

But  let  us  return  to  Vifcount  de  Mir  a* 
beau's  arreft,  the  occafion  of.  which  was 
this :  being  informed  that  a  fpirit  of  dis- 
order and  revolt  had  proceeded  to  a  very 
high  pitch  in  the  regiment  of  Touraine,  of 
which  he  was  Colonel,  and  that  out  of  nine 
hundred  foldiers  fcarcely  three  hundred  paid 
attention  to  their  duty,  he  fct  out  with  the 
King's  permiffion  and  on  leave  from  the  Af- 
fembly  for  Perpignan,  where  the  regiment 
was  in  garrifon.  He  flattered  himfeff  that 
his  prefence  and  endeavours  would  reftore 
order  and  military  difcipline.  He  arrived  at 
Perpignan  on  the  -gth  of  June,  and  imme- 
diately wrote  to  the  Municipal  Officers  to  in- 
form them  of  his  intention  to  take  the  oath  at 

the 
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the  head  of  his  regiment  as  foon  as  poffibfe ; 
begging  them  to  appoint  the  day,  hour,  and 
place,  they  pleafed  to  receive  him.  The  next 
day  was  fixed,  and  in  confequence  M.  de 
Mirabeau  iffued  orders  for  the  regiment  to 
be  ready  under  arms  to  join  in  the  ceremony  t 
but  three  officers,  whom  penfonal  infults 
had  compelled  to  abfent  themfelves,  not  hav- 
ing been  able  to  procure  horfes  to  arrive 
At  the  hour  appointed,  the  oath  was  poft- 
poned  till  their  return,  and  the  orders  given 
the  day  before  to  the  regiment  were  revoked. 
The  next  morning,  at  half^paft  feven  o'clock, 
a  company  of  foldiers  with  the  Adjutant  at 
their  head  went  to  M .  de  Mirabeau's  houfe, 
and  forced  his  chamber  door  with  a  great 
noife.  He  ordered  them  out,  telling  them 
that  it  was  not  in  that  manner  that  foldiers 
|hould  enter  the  houfe  of  their  Commander; 
and  they  obeyed  him.  But  he  had  fcarcely 
put  on  his  njght-gown,  when  he  was  inr 
formed  that  above  five  hundred  foldiers  wer* 
at  his  gate ;  to  whom  he  fent  orders  for  a  de- 
putation. Fifteen  of  them  immediately 
went  in,  and  alked  him  if  it  were  true  that  it 
.was,  his  intention  to  replace  the  abfent  Of- 
ficers in  the  regiment.  He  reprimanded 
them,  with  dignity  for  the  irregularity  of 
I  i  4  their 
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vilit  and  of  their  questions,  ordered  them*  to 
return  quietly  to  their  quarters,  aad  told 
them  that  he  would  himfclf  come  in  a  quart 
ter  of  an  hour,  and  bring  them  the  King's 
orders.  They  thought  their  Colonel  in  the 
right,  promised  him  obedience,  and  with- 
drew. The  cafe  was  not  the  lame  with 
thofe  who  were-  waiting  the  refult  of  this 
meflagc  in  the  ftreet.  They  reproached  the 
deputation  bitterly  for  pot  having  brought 
out  their  Colonel,  and  continued  calling  for 
him  with  fliouts  mixed  with  the  grofleft  im- 
precations, M.  de  Mirabeau  came  out  to 
them,  accompanied  by  feven  Officers.  The 
foldiers  drew  up  on  feeing  him ;  on  which 
he  repeated  to  them  what  he. had  faid  to 
their  comrades,  and  added,  that  it  was. not 
in  the  middle  of  a  ftreet,  or  by  a  mutiny, 
that  they  fhould  obtain  any  anfwer  from 
•  him.  He  then  ordered  them  to  return  to 
their  quarters,  to  which  a  no  unanimoufly 
vociferated  was  the  reply.  After  this  order 
had  been  thrice  repeated,  and  had  every  time 
received  the  fame  reply,  a  foldier  leaving  the 
ranks  went  forwards  to  M .  de  Mirabeau* 
and  faid  to  him  in  a  furious  tone  of  voice : 
"We  know  that  you  want  to  bring  back 
M  into  the  regiment  the  people  who  have 

"  ufed 
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f  *  ufed  us  ill,  but  they  fhall  not  come  back 
"  to  it  by  G—d:"  The  threatening  geftures 
which  accompanied  this  expreffion  required 
the  more  attention,  as  at  the  feme  time  fome 
of  the  foldiers  were  feen  picking  up  ft  ones. 
An  Officer  informed  M .  de  Mirabeau  of  it, 
whoftepped  back,  drew  his  fword,  and,  wav- 
ing it  in  the  air,  called  out,  "  Officers,  this 
41  wiy — Soldiers,  obey  your  Commander.1* 
At  the  motion  made  by  the  Officers  to  draw 
their  f words,  the  foldiers  in  coming  for- 
wards  from  the  fides  of  the  ftreet,  rufhed 
upon  one  another — fome  fell,  others  called 
to  arms,  to  which  in  fadl  they  ran,  and  very 
foon  the  diforder  was  complete.  There  was, 
however,  no  blood  fpilled.  M.  de  Mirabeau 
went  to  the  Mayor's  houfe,  where  he  refided, 
and  ufed  in  vain  every  means  of  mildnefs 
and  conciliation  he  could  think  of,  to  recall 
the  foldiers  to  their  obedience.  The  Muni- 
cipality feppofing  that  the  return  of  public 
tranquillity  depended  on  his  departure,  re- 
quested him  to  leave  the  town.  With  this 
requeft  he  complied,  and  fet  out  the  next 
day,  the  12th  of  June,  at  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  carrying  with  him  the  banners. — 
The^  regiment  being  informed  the  fame 
morning  of  the  departure  of  their  Colonel, 

went 
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went  at  ten  o'clock  to  the  Mayor's  to  take 
away  their  colours,  and  were  feifced  with  the 
greateft  fury  on  feeing  them  {tripped  #f  the 
banners.  They  accufed  the  Mayor  (M . 
d'Aguttar)  of  having  connived  at  their  be- 
ing taken  away  ;  and  in  fpite  of  all  he  could 
fay  to  prove  not  only  his  innocence  but  his  / 
absolute  ignorance  of  the  offence  imputed  to 
him,  he  was  forced  away  by  the  foldiers,  and 
followed  by  the  whole,  regiment  to  the  cita- 
del, where  he  was  detained  aca  hoflage,  under 
a  very  ftrong  guard,  till  the  banners  fhould  be 
returned.  At  the  fame,  time  feveral  couriers 
were  difpatched  in  purfuit  of  M .  dt  Mira- 
beauf  to  claim  the  afliftance  of  all  the  Mu- 
nicipalities on  the  road,  in  the  name  of  the 
Nation  r  the  Law,  and  the  King,  to  caufe 
that  Officer  to  be. arretted,  and  to  compel 
him  to  reftore  the  banners  which  he  had 
carried  off.  The  Affembly  foon  learned 
that  M .  de  Mirabeau  had  been  arretted  at 
Caftelnaudarry,  where  he  was  ftri&ly 
guarded,  and  that  the  banners  of  the  regi- 
ment had  been  found  in  his  portmanteau. 

On  the  report  made  by  the  Committee  of 
Inquiry  of  this  affair,  and  that  of  Count  de 
Touloufe-Lautrec,  it  was  dedreed,  that  the 
Municipalities  of  Touloufe  and  Perpignan 

fhould 
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•fliould  immediately  fct  them  at  liberty,  and 
that  they  (hould  both  repair  without  delay 
to  the  Affembly  to  give  an  account  of  their 
<xmdu6t.  They  very  foon  arrived.  The 
.Affembly  heard  their  juftification,  referred 
all  the  papers  which  had  been  fent  to  them 
on  thefe  two  affairs  to  their  Military  Com- 
mittee and  Committees  of  Inquiry,  and  of 
Heports,  and  finally  declared,  after  the  moft 
-ample  examination  >  that  there  were  na 
grounds  of  impeachment  againftthe  Officers. 
The  Vifcount  de  Mirabeau  fpoke  very  nobly 
on  the  fa£t  of  carrying  off  the  banners, 
which  was  the  only  one  that  required  any 
explanation. 

"  I  made  a  very  fimple  calculation,"  faid 
he.  "  Three  hundred  foldiers,  with  brave 
"•'and  loyal  Officers,  remained  firm  to  their 
"  duty  j  it  was  proper  to  prcferve  for  the 
"  King  this  flower  of  a' regiment  which  h^d 
."  been  fo  often  covered  with  glory,  and 
"  which  had  ever  been  irreproachable.  It 
"  came  into  my  mind  to  carry  the  banners 
"  to  the  King,  and  I  fliould  have  faid  to 
tM  him,  *  Sire,  fend  thefe  to  a  diftant  town, 
"  and  let  the  foldiers  who  remained  faithful 
M  be  called  thither;  they  will  haften  to  join 
**  their  colours/    This  project  was  that  of 

"  a  man 


V- 
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'  a  man  of  honour.  It  was  faid  that  the 
1  banners  were  found  in  my  portmanteau— 
4  'tis  falfe :  they  were  here — on  my  breaft 
*  they  (hould  have  been  taken  only  with 

1  my  life,  had  not  a  citizen  whom  I  confi* 
1  der  more  than  myfelf  (M.  d*Aguil&r) 
1  been  in  danger." 

To  complete  this  narrative  with  exattnefs 
I  fhould  add*  that  the  day  before  the  Vif- 
count  de  Mirabeau  was  heard,  a  Deputation 
of  the  revolted  foldiers  of  the  regiment  of 
Touraine  had  been  admitted  at  the  bar,  had 
there  delivered  a  fpeech,  which  was  often 
interrupted  by  the  greateft  applaufes,  and  had 
been  admitted  to  the  honours  of  the  Sitting, 
although  the  fpeech  was  but  a  continued 
ftrain  of  infolent  declamation  and  falfities, 
proved  by  the  authentic  vouchers  which  the 
Aflembly  had  previoufly  received. 

As  the  affair  of  the  regiment  of  Touraine 
contains  nearly  the  hiflory  of  the  difor- 
ganization  and  effe&s  which  the  Revolution 
produced  in  almoft  all  the  regiments  in  the 
army,  I  thought  it  incumbent  upon  me  to 
give  an  exad:  report  of  the  principal  circum- 
ftances,  to  (how  how  difficult  it  was  for 
brave  and  faithful  Officers,  thenceforth  under 
the  neceffity  of  obeying  infteatl  of  com- 
manding 


JuK»t790-l        FRENCH   REVOLUTION.  493 

manding  their  foldiers,  every  day  expofed  to 
dangers  without  glory,  and  to  outrages  never 
punifhed,  to  remain  with  honour  in  a  fer- 
vice  which  a  general  contempt  of  difciplind 
had  rendered  equally  ufelefs  to  the  King  and 
to  their  Country;  and,  indeed,  almoft  all 
of  them  refigned  their  commiflions. 

It  was  not  only  to  the  Deputies  of  muti- 
nous regiments  that  the  Aflembly  granted 
the  honours  pf  the  Sitting;  they  beftowed 
the  fame  diftinftion,  and  in  a  ftill  more 
ftriking  manner,  on  Deputations  from  fo- 
reign nations,  which  their  chapter  of  the 
Rights  of  Man  had  excited  to  rebel  againft 
their  lawful  Sovereigns,  and  boafted  without 
fhame  of  having  infpired  them  with  the 
thought  of  that  crime.  When  the  Deputations 
from  Avignon  were  introduced  at  the  bar,  and 
there  announced  that  the  town  and  State  of 
Avignon  were  determined  no  longer, to  ac- 
knowledge the  authority  of  the  Pope  their 
Sovereign,  and  had  voted  their  union  with 
France,  the  Prefident  made  them  a  reply, 
rendered  more  remarkable  by  having  been 
firft  communicated  to  the  Aflembly  and  ap- 
proved by  them.     It  was  as  follows": 

11  The  National  Aflembly  will  pay  the 
2  "  greateft 
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41  greateft  confidcration  to  the  objeft  of  your 
••  miflion.  It  is  a  glory  to  them  to  have  in- 
*  *  fpirc<L  the  citizens  of  Avignon  with  the 
••  wi/hes  you  now  exprefs.  Whatever  be 
"  the  refult  of  your  refolution,  the  Nation 
••  will  always  be  flattered  by  your  affe&ion. 
€<  and  confidence/3 

The  total  alienation  of  ecclefiaftical  pro- 
perty had  been  decreed  the  day  before,  and 
the  Aflembly,  by  their  Decrees  of  reform 
or  rather  of  annihilation  of  the  Clergy,  were 
encroaching  every  day  upon  the  fpi ritual 
power  of  the  Pope :  the  ufurpation  of  his 
temporal  power,  and  the  invafion  of  his 
States,  could  not,  to  fuch  legiflators,  be  aa 
object  of  the  fm'alleft  fcruple. 


chap- 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 


Singular  Adventure  which  happened  at 
St.  Cloud  to  two  young  Men  deranged 
in  Mind — The  AJfembly  endeavour  to  in- 
creafe  their  popularity  by  redoubling 
their  Indulgence  to  villains — The  Duke 
of  Orleans  writes  to  the  AJfemMy,  and 
informs  them  of  his  Departure  from 
England*  to  beprefent  at  the  Federation 
—-Preparations  for  that  Fejlival—The 
Citizens,  Men  and  Women  of  all  Clajfest . 
go  and  work  in  the  Champ  de  Mars- 
Decree  regulating  the  order  to  be  obferv- 
ed  at  the  Fejlival,  and  the  Oath  to  be 
taken— ^Report  refpeEling  Pen/ions,  tend* . 
ing  to  fupprefs  them,  and  to  create  new 
ones  in  their /lead y  only  to  the  amount  of 
ten  Millions— Denunciation  of  M.  de 

St. 
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St.  Priejl,  M.  de  Maillcbois,  and  M.  de 
Bonne  Savar din — Arrival  of  the  Fede- 
rates— Harangues — The  King's  Anfwer 
—Details  relative  to  the  Fejlival  of  the 
Federation. 

1HE  tranquillity  enjoyed  by  the  King 
during  his  refidence  at  St.  Cloud,  was  dis- 
turbed for  a  moment  by  a  very  ftrange  oc- 
currence, extremely  calculated  to  awaken 
fufpicion  and  difguft  in  the  minds  of  the 
People. 

On  the  29th  of  June,  at  ten  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  two  well  drefled  young  men 
arrived  at  St.  Cloud  in  a  carriage.  They 
went  up  to  the  Palace  together,  and  feated 
themfelves  at  fome  diftance  from  each  other, 
under  the  veftibule  of  the  great  fhtif-cafe 
which  leads  to  the  apartments ;  and  there 
they  patted  the  whole  day,  in  a  ftatc  abib- 
lutely  motionlefs,  and  without  uttering  a 
fingle  word.  No  one  thought  he  had  a  right 
to  afk  them  what  ihey  were  doing  there ; 
and,  in  fad:,  they  might  have  anfwered 
by  quoting  the  chapter  of  the  Rights  of 
Man,  that  as  they  were  forbidden  by  no 
law  from  entering  that  veftibule,  they  had 
aright  to  remain  there.     The  guards. of  the- 

Palace, 
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Palace,  therefore,  contented  themfelves  with 
watching  them  narrowly  till  the  evening, 
when  their  orders  were  to  turn  all  ftrangers 
out.  They  were  then  told  to  withdraw,— 
They  removed  without  any  anfwer  j  but  in- 
ftead  of  quitting  the.  Palace  they  ftaid  in  the 
Court,  walking,  with  meafured  fteps,  un- 
der the  windows  of  the  King's  apartments. 
This  perfcverance  feemed  extraordinary,  and 
the  Officer  of  the  Guard  fent  them  another 
order  to  depart.  They  then  fpoke  for  the 
firft  time,  and  very  mildly  aiked,  if  they 
might  not  be  allowed  to  continue  in  the 
place  where  they  were  ?  The  Guard  did  not 
infift,  and  they  were  left  there  till  the  hour 
of  fhutting  the  Palace  gates.  In  a  few  mi- 
nutes after  they  had  left  the  Court,  they 
were  met  by  the  patrol  of  St.  Cloud,  who 
flopped  them,  and  afked  their  names.  One 
faid  he  was  called  Paul,  and  the  other  that 
his  name  was  Peter.  The  Guard  obliged 
them  to  get  into  th^ir  carriage,  efcorted 
them  to  the  bridge,  and  faw  them  go  on. 
Soon  after,  this  patrol  heard  a  carriage 
coming,  found  it  to  be  the  fame  they  had 
been  efcorting,  and  feeing  In  it  the  perfons 
whom  they  had  obliged  to  depart,  they  ar- 
refted  and  conducted  them  to  the  Guard- 
Vol.  II.  K  k  houfe. 
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houfe.  On  being  queftioned  refpeding  the 
motive  that  had  brought  them  to  St.  Cloud, 
they  both  replied,  that  they  had  come  thi- 
ther by  a  fuperior  order.  Nothing  more 
could  be  got  from  them,  and  they  were 
detained  in  the  Guard-houfe,  where  they 
were  kept  in  fight. 

On  the  next  day  the  King  being  informed 
of  what  had  parted,  fent  to  allure  the 
Municipality  that  he  had  given  no  order  to 
any  one  to  come  to  St.  Cloud.  The  young 
men  were  again  examined,  and  called  upon 
to  tell  their  real  names,  and  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  the  fuperior  order  which  they  pre- 
tended io  have  received.  The  one  faid  he 
was  the  fon  of  M.  d'Hozier,  the  genealogift; 
the  other,  that  his  name  was  Petit-Jean, 
and  that  he  was  a  fon  of  the  Treafurer  of 
Corfica;  and  both  maintained  that  it  was. 
from  God.  himfelf  and  the  Virgin  Mary 
that  they  had  received  an  order  to  come  and 
refcue  the  King  from  St.  Cloud.  In 
d*Hozierys  pocket  a  paper  was  found,  con- 
containing  thefe  words:  "  Louis  XVL  you 
11  have  loft  your  crown,  you  will  recover  it 
"  at  St.  Cloud;"  and  in  Petit- Jean's  was 
a  fmall  image  of  the  Virgin,  and  a  letter 
figned  Mary,  Mother  of  God. 

They 
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They  were  carried  to  the  prifon  of  the 
Abb  aye  in'  Paris.  It  was  found  that  they 
had  been  long  conne&ed ;  that  for  about  fix 
weeks  they  had  been  obferved  ftationing. 
themfelves  before  the  altar  of  the  Virgin,  in 
the  church  of  Notre  Dame,  and  that  it  was 
after  one  of  thofe  folemnities  that  they  had  fet 
out  for  St.  Cloud.  For  the  fhort  time  they 
were  in  prifon  they  preferved  that  penfive, 
tranquil,  and  filent  demeanour  for  which 
they  had  been  remarked  in  the  veftibule  of 
the  great  ftair-cafe  at  St.  Cloud.  There  was 
no  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  their  malady, 
iand  the  examination  of  their  papers  fully 
corroborated  in  that  refpedt  what  their  beha- 
viour and  replies  to  the  different  queftions 
put  to  them  clearly  indicated.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  being  published  in  all  the  public 
papers  happily  diflipated  the  rumours  and 
fufpicions  which  this  adventure  had  begun 
to  create,  and  men  the  moft  difpofedto  be 
alarmed  were  forced  to  allow  that  fuch 
vifionaries  could  not  be  very  dangerous  con- 

fpirators*. 

The 

~»  ** 

*  Phyficians  have  obferved,  that  the  Revolution  had 
confiderably  multiplied  madnefs  and  idiotifm  in  France. 
They  have  imputed  the  former  to  the  fpecics  of  frantic 

Kks  delirium 
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The  nearer  the  day  of  the  Federation  ap- 
proached the  more  c|id  the  Affembly  exert 
themfelves  to  confirm  their  power,  and  they 
eagerly  pafled  the  moft  popular  motions. — 
They  decreed  on  the  ift  of  July,  that  the 
criminal  proceedings  pending  in  the  Court 
of  Aids  againft  the  brigands  who  had  pil- 
laged and  burnt  the  barriers  at  Paris  in  July 
the  year  preceding,  fhould  be  dropped,  and 
that  all  perfons  detained  in  prifon  by  virtue 
of  Decrees  given  in  thofe  proceedings  fhould 
be  fet  at  liberty.  The  preamble  of  this 
Decree  difplays  a  very  remarkable  popularity, 
where  it  fays,  "  that  the  continuation  of 
"  thofe  proceedings   would  fpread  alarms, 

delirium  which  the  fanaticifm  of  Liberty  and  Equality 
brought  upon  a  great  number  of  people,  and  the  latter 
to  the  violent  and  fudden  impreflion  or  extreme  ftupor 
produced  by  the  unexpected  fight  of  maflacres  and  other 
fcenes  of  horror,  which  fo  often  flailed  this  period 
throughout  the  Kingdom,  but  principally  at  Paris.  The 
adventure  of  cTHozier  and  Petit-Jean  indicates  a  third 
caofe  of  infanity.  Alas!  they  are  not  the  only  perfons 
whofe  reafon  has  been  fhaken  by  the  feelings  excited  by 
the  misfortunes  and  dangers  of  the  King.  The  Revo- 
lutionary writers  have  mentioned  thofe  numerous  vic- 
tims of  their  loyalty,  only  to  turn  them  into  ridicule ; 
fo  far  they  have  played  their  part,  but  the  part  of  hiftory  ' 
is  to  rejed  fuch  atrocious  farcafms  with  indignation, 
and  pofterity  will  make  amends  by  honourable  regret. 
a  "  not 
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4C  not  only  in  the  Capital,  but  alfo  in  all 
44  the  Departments  where  fimilar  proceed- 
/«  ings  might  be  carried  on ;  that,  befides, 
<l  if  fome  exceffes  had  accompanied  the 
44  emotions  of  the  people,  who  were  reco- 
41  vering  their  rights,  ^hich  at  any  other 
**  juncture,  would  have  been  feverely  pu- 
<€  nifhed,  they  were  fo  connected  with  the 
4i  concomitant  events,  that  ih  profecuting 
*'  the  authors  of  them,  there  would  be  great 
"  danger  of*  confounding  the  innocent  with 
41  the  guilty. " — "  Do  the  prefent  Judges/' 
cried  the  reporter,  "  wifh  to  leave  no  regret 
"  after  them  ?  Do  they  wifh  before  they  lay 
46  down' their  office  to  revenge  the  fup- 
41  preffion  of  the  ancient  fyftem  ?  Shall  the 
4 1  14th  of  July,  which  is  to  be  a  day  of  feaft- 
4<  Jng  an^  happinefs  for  French  Citizens, 
44  be  a  day  of  mourning  and  tears  to  any? 
41  Under  thefe  circumftatnces,  a  veil  fhould 
41  be  drawn  over  the  ftatue  of  the  Law." 

What  a  tender  concern  for  villains  \ — For 
what  crimes  did  the  Affembly  referve  their 
feverity,  if  robbery  and  the  firing  of  build- 
ings obtained  not  only  indulgence  from 
them,  but  fomething  like  praife  ?  M.  de  la 
Touche,  a  member  of  the  Affembly,  and 
Chancellor  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  could 

K  k  3  not 
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not  choofe  a  more  favourable  moment  for 
obtaining  the  approbation  of  the  Aflfembly 
for  the  Duke's  return  to  France,  in  order  to 
be  prefent  at  the  Federation.     To  enfure  a 
more  ready  fupport  of  this  application  from 
the  Cote-Gauche,  M.  de  la  Touche  was  very 
cautious,  in  making  it,  not  to  give  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  any  other  title  than  that  of  Mon- 
Jieur,  conformably  to  the  noiturnal  Decree 
of  the  19th  of  June,  the  compliance  with 
which,  in  this  inflance  at  leaft,  wounded  no- 
body's ears.     "  I  addrefs  you/*  faid  M.  de 
la  Touche  in  the   Sitting    of   the    6th   of 
July,    "  to    fubmit    fails  concerning   Mr. 
91  Louis- Jofeph-Philip    of  France,    (here- 
€t  tofore    Duke   of    Orleans)    which    are 
"  contained  in  the  letter  I  am  going  to  read, 
"  and  I  rely  on  the  juftice  of  the  National 
€*  Aflembly  for  their  decifion." 

He  then  read  the  following  letter  5 

s  *'  London,  July  3d,  1790. 

•'  I  requeft  you,  Sir,  to  lay  before  the 
■'  National  Aflembly,  as  foon  as  poflible, 
"  the  following  narrative  of  fadts: 

€l  On  the  25th  of  laft  month  I  did  my- 
*?  felf  the  honour  of  writing  to  the  King, 

16  to 
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"  to  inform  his  Majefty  of  my  intention  to 
i4  repair  immediately  to  Paris :  my  letter 
11  muft  have  been  received  by  M.  de  MonU 
g*  morin  on  the  29th  of  the  fame  month. 
"  I  had  in  confequence  taken  leave  of  the 
"  King  of  England,  and  fixed  this  after- 
• '  noon,  the  3d  of  July,  for  my  departure. 
"  But  this  morning,  the  Ambaflador  of 
"  France  came  to  my  houfe,  and  brought 
"  with  him  a  Gentleman,  whom  he  intro- 
"  duced  to  me  as  a  M.  de  Boinville,  an 
"  Aid-de-Camp  of  M.  de  la  Fayette's, 
11  fent  by  his  General  from  Paris,  on  Tuef- 
"  day  the  29th,  with  a  meflage  to  me.— 
"  This  M.  de  Boinville  then  told  me,  in 
"  prefence  of  the  Ambaflador,  that  M.  de 
"  la  Fayette  conjured  me  not  to  return  to 
11  Paris ;  and,  among  other  reafons  which 
"  I  did  not  think  worthy  of  attention,  he 
11  mentioned  one  of  a  more  important  na- 
"  ture,  namely,  commotions  that  might  be 
"  excited  by  ill-difpofed  perfons,  who 
"  would  not  fail. to  make  ufe  of  my  name. 
ir  The  particulars  of  this  meflage  and  con- 
•\  verfation  are  Certified  by  the  AmfciafTador 
11  of  France,  in  a  writing,  the  original  of 
"  which  I  have,  and  a  copy  of  which, 
"  figned  by  me,  is  annexed  to  this.  Doubt- 
It  k  4  "  lefs, 
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lcfs,  it  is  my  duty  not  lightly  to  endan- 
ger the  public  tranquillity,  and  I  have 
determined  to  put  off  my  journey,  yet 
only  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  explain 
myfelf. 

"  At  the  time  of  my  departure  for  Eng- 
land, it  was  M .  de  la  Fayette  who  firft 
announced  to  me,  on  the  part  of  the  King, 
the  propofal  of  undertaking  a  commiflion 
with  which  his  Majefly  wifhed  to  truft 
me.  An  account  of  the  converfation 
which  he  had  with  me  on  this  occafion  is 
inferted  in  a  narrative  of  my  conduift, 
which  I  did  not  intend  to  make  public 
till  after  my  return  to  Paris,  but  which  af- 
ter this  frefti  incident  I  am  refolved  to 
publifh  immediately,  and  to  lay  the  ori- 
ginal on  the  table  of  the  Aflembly.  It 
will  there  be  feen,  that  among  the  reafons 
which  Af  •  de  la  Fayette  urged  for  my  ac- 
cepting that  commiflion,  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal was,  that  as  my  departure  would  take 
from  the  ill-difpofed  all  pretence  for 
ufing  my  name  to  excite  commotions  in 
Paris,  he,  M.  de  la  Fayette,  would  the 
more  eafily  maintain  tranquillity  in  the 
Capital ;  and  this  was  one  of  the  confider- 
ations  that  determined  mef     But  although 

"  I  ac- 
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"  I  accepted  the  commiflion,  the  Capital 
"  has  not,  been  tranquil;  and  if,  in  fa6t, 
"  the  promoters  of  tumults  have  not  been 
if  able  to  make  ufe  of  my  name  to  excite 
"  them,  they  have  not  been  afraid  to  raife 
"  a  fcore  of  libels  upon  it,  for  the  pur- 
"  pofe  of  fixing  the  fufpicions  of  them 
M  upon  me. 

"  It  is  now  time  to  know  who  are  the  ill- 
*'  difpofed  individuals,  whofe  projects  are 
€t  known,  without  any  marks  by  which  their 
"  perfons  may  be  traced  in  order  to  be  pi*- 
"  nifhed  or  repreffed^it  is  now  time  to 
"  know ,  why  my  name,  more  than  any 
Cl  other,  fhould  ferve  as  a  pretext  for  popu- 
"  lar  commotions ;  it  is  now  time  to  remove 
**  the  phantom,  or  indicate  the  reality. 

**  In  the  mean  time  I  declare,  that  fince 
,c  the  25th  of  laft  month  my  opinion  has 
*•  been,  that  my  refidence  in  England  is  no 
9€  longe/of  any  ufe  to  the  interefts  of  the 
M  Nation,  or  the  King's  fervice ;  that,  in 
f<  confequence,  I  confider  it  a  duty  to 
4€  refume  my  employments  as  a  mem- 
**'  ber  of  the  National  Affembly  ;  that  I  am 
-•*  led  thither  from  my  own  inclination; 
"  that  the  sera  of  the  14th  of  July,  fince 
••  the  Decrees  of  the  Aflembly,  appears  to 

«  call 
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"  call  me  (till  more  powerfully;  and  that, 
*'  unlefs  the  Affembly  decide  againft  it,  and 
41  inform  me  of  their  decifion,  I  (hall  perfift 
"  in  my  original  refolution.  I  alfo  declare, 
44  that  if,  contrary  to  my  expectation,  the 
"  National  Affembly  fhould  be  of  opinion 
44  that  there  is  no  ground  to  deliberate  on 
44  my  demand,  I  fhall  hold  myfelf  bound 
44  to  conclude,  that  they  think  that  all  that 
44  has  been  faid  to  me  by  this  M.  Boin- 
44  ville  is  to  be  regarded  as  if  it  never  had 
44  paffed;  and  that  there  is  no  obftacle 
44  to  my  joining  the  Affembly,  of  which  I 
44  have  the  honour  to  be  a  member. 

44  I  requeft  you,  Sir,  after  ftating  the 
41  fadts  to  the  Affembly,  to  lay  the  prefent 
44  account  of  them,  figned  by  me,  upon 
44  their  table,  and  to  folicit  their  determina- 
44  tion  on  this  fubjeft. 

4i  I  fend  a  copy  of  the  prefent  letter  to  his 
44  Majefty  by  M.  Montmorin,  and  alfo  to 
44  M.  de  la  Fayette. 

44  (Signed)  L.  Ph.  Jofeph  dy  Orleans." 

The  letter  being  read,  M.  de  la  Fayette 
fpoke  as  follows  :  44  After  what  paffedbe- 
44  tween  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  me  in 
44  the   month  of  O&ober,    and    which    I 

44  fhould 
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"  fhould  not  have  alluded  to  had  he  not 
M  himfelf  introduced  it  before  the  Affembly, 
"  I  thought  I  owed  it  to  the  Duke  of  0r- 
1 '  leans  to  inform  him  that  the  fame  reafons 
M  which  had  determined  him  to  accept  his 
11  commiffion  might  (till  exift,  and  that 
"  perhaps  an  ill  ufe  might  be  made  of  his 
M  name  to  give  fome  of  thofe  alarms,  which 
M  had  indeed  no  effect  on  my  mind,  but 
"  which,  however,  every  good  citizen  muft 
**  wifh  avoided  on  a  day  confecrated  to 
i€  general  confidence  and  felicity, 

"  As  for  M.  de  Boinville,  he  had  been 
11  in  England  fix  months,  had  come  over  to 
44  pafs  fome  days  here,  and  on  his  return  to 
44  London  undertook  to  tell  the  Duke  of  Or- 
44  leans  what  I  have  now  repeated  to  the 
44  Affembly. 

44  Allow  me,  Gentlemen,  to  take  this  oc- 
44  cafion,  as  I  am  appointed  by  the  Affem- 
44  bly  to  guard  the  public  tranquillity  at 
44  this  grand  epocha,  to  exprefs  to  you  my 
44  fentiments  on  the  fubjedt.  The  nearer 
44  the  14th  of  July  approaches,  the  more 
41  am  I  convinced  that  it  muft  infpire  as 
44  much  fecurity  as  fatisfadtion.  My  opi- 
44  nion  is  particularly  founded  on  the  patri- 
4</  otic  difpofitions  of  all  the  citizens,  on 
j  4i  the 
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*'  the  zeal  of  the  Parifian  National  Guard, 
"  and  of  our  brothers  in  arms5  who  are 
44  coming  from  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom; 
41  and  as  fo  great  a  number  of  the  friends 
44  of  the  Conftitution  and  of  public  order 
*•  have  never  been  before  aflembled,  we 
41  fhall  be  ftronger  than  ever  we  were/* 

The  Duke  de  Biron  fpoke  after  M.  de  la 
Fayette,  and  extolled  the  important  fervices 
that  the  Duke  of  Orleans  had  rendered  to 
Liberty. 

Another  member  of  the  Nobility  moved, 
,  that  the  Aflembly  Ihould  pafs  to  the  order 
of  the  day,  and  his  motion  was  adopted 
without  oppofition.  This  was  quite  enough 
to  remove  all  obftacle  to  the  Duke  of  Or- 
leans's return.  He  arrived  at  Paris  on  Satur- 
day the  10th  of  July  in  the  evening;  re- 
paired the  next  day  to  the  Aflembly,  mount- 
ed the  tribune,  and  uttered  fome  patriotic 
phrafes,  which  he  concluded  with  the  civic 
oath  that  had  been  decreed  by  theAflcmbly  in 

his  abfence,  and  to  which  he  had  aflented  at 

* 

the  time  in  a  letter  addrefled  to  the  Prefident, 
The  fituation  of  the  Champ  de  Mars,  its 
extent,  and  perhaps  alfo  its  claflical  and  mi- 
litary appellation,  caufed  it  to  be  confidered 
as  the  moft  fuitablc  fpot  for  the  fefliv^l  of 

the 
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the  Federation.     The  preparations  required 
in   fo  extenfive  an  inclofure  had   for  fome 
days  employed   upwards  of  12,000   work- 
men.     It    was   neverthelefs   reported,    that 
thofe  preparations  would  not  be  finifhed  for 
the  day  appointed.     All  the  Diftridts  imme- 
diately fet  themfelves  in  motion,  and  every 
day  they  fent  large  detachments  with  fpades 
and  pick-axes.    The  enthufiafm  foon  fpread- 
ing,  caught  the  citizens  of  every  condition, 
age,  and  fex,  and.fet   them  all  ofTfor  the 
Champ  de  Mars.      The  delicate  dame  in 
fhort  coats,  and  the  flurdy  fifh woman ;  the 
difhevelled    courtefan    and    the    lay-fifter; 
courtiers   and   butchers ;  the  financier   arid 
the  'water-carrier;     players     and    monks; 
feminaries,  fchools,  old  men  and  children, 
compofed  this   immenfe   moving   fcene  of 
work,  every  point  of  which  prefented  a  cu- 
rious or  comical  group.     Here  was   a  Car- 
thufian  digging  up  the  earth,  without  turn- 
ing his  head,  while  the  barrpw  was  filled  by 
girls  of  the  town,    and  wheeled  away  by  an 
oyfter- wench;    there,  an   Academician   and 
Capuchin  were  yoked  to  the  fame  dray,  which 
was  (hoved   behind   by  a  Chevalier  de  St. 
Louis.  A  little  farther  were  fcen  detachments 
of  workmen  from  the  neighbouring  villages, 

with 
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with  their  Mayor  in  robes  and  their  Cure  at 
their  head,  proceeding  all  to  work  with  the 
fame  ardour.  The  Champ  de  Mars  was 
then  truly  a  field  of  equality.  Butts  of  wine 
were  drawn  in  drays  into  the  enclofure,  to  be 
diftributed  gratis  to  the  labourers,  while 
travelling  taverns  and  portable  (hops  were 
pitched  round  the  outfide,  to  fupply  more 
delicate  refrefhments  to  the  genteel  workmen, 
and  the  curious  who  flocked  in  multitudes 
to  the  place.  Songs  and  fhouts  of  joy 
mingled  with  the  work ;  and  the  ufual  bur- 
dens of  the  patriotic  airs  were  Ca  ira,  Les 
Arijlocrates  a  la  lanterne,  Cr event  les  Arif- 
tocrates9  and  others  of  the  fame  nature. 

The  great  number  of  workmen,  and  their 
emulation,  fo  rapidly  advanced  the  works, 
that  the  fears  of  their  not  being  completed 
by  the  14th  entirely  vanifhed.  But  the  edi- 
tors of  fome  patriotic  journals  attempted  to 
raife  fears  of  a  much  more  ferious  nature. 
They  boldly  aflertcd  a  detedtion  of  a  confpi- 
racy  to  run  mines  under  the  Champ  de  Mars, 
and  to  blow  up  that  and  the  Military  School 
together.  They  advifed  the  greateft  precau- 
tions to  be  taken,  and  particularly  a  ftridl 
fearch  to  be  made  into  the  common  fewers, 
where  they  affirmed  that  great  quantities  of 

powder 
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powder  and  combuftible  matter  would  be 
found.  Thefe  were  fearched  carefully  by 
Commiffioners,  who  found  nothing  but 
what  fhould  be  found  there;  and  on  their 
report  the  Municipality  invited  all  the  citi- 
zens to  throw  off  thofe  groundlefs  and  ridi- 
culous fears,  to  repofe  on  their  vigilance, 
and  fecurely  look  forward  to  the  feftival  of 
the  14th  of  July. 

While  the  precautions  and  preparations 
which  this  feftival  required  engaged  the 
whole  -attention  of  the  Municipality,  the 
order  that  was  to  be  obferved,  and  the  form 
of  the  oath  to  be  taken  at  it,  were  under  con- 
fideration  in  the  National  AfTcmbly,  and 
were  regulated  by  the  following  Decreed 
upon  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ftitution : 

44  Art.  1.  The  King  fhall  be  requefted  to 
4  *  take  the  command  of  the  National  Guards 
"  and  troops  fent  to  the  general  confedera- 
44  tion  of  the  14th  of  July,  and  to  appoint 
44  Officers  to  command  in  his  name  and 
44  under  his  orders. 

"  Art.  2.  At  the  ceremony  the  Prefident 
44  of  the  Natipnal  Affembly  (hall  be  placed 
44~at  the  King's  right  hand,   without  any 

44  perfon 
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"  perfon  between  the  King  and  him.  The 
44  Deputies  (hall  be  placed  next  to  the  right 
44  of  the  Prefident  and  the  left  of  the  King. 
44  His  Majefty  (hall  be  requefted  to  give 
44  orders  that  the  Royal  Family  be  properly 
44  placed. 

"  Art.  3.  After  the  oath  taken  by  the 
44  Deputies  of  the  National  Guards  and 
44  other  troops  of  the  Kingdom,  the  Pre- 
44  fident  of  the  National  Affembly  (hall 
44  repeat  the  oath  taken  on  the  4th  of  Fe* 
44  bruary  laft ;  after  which  the  Members  of 
44  the  Affembly  (hall/  each  (landing  and 
44  holding  up  his  hand,  repeat,  I  swear 

M    IT. 

44  Art.  4.  The  oath  to  be  then  taken  by  the 
".King  (hall  be  in  thefe  terms ;  I,  King  of 
<c  the  French,  fwear  to  the  Nation  to  em-* 
44  ploy  all  the  power  delegated  to  me  by  the 
44  Conftitution  of  the  State,  to  maintain  the 
44  Conftitution  decreed  by  the  National  Af- 
44  fembly  and  accepted  by  me,  and  to  caufe 
44  the  laws  to  be  executed." 

Before  this  decree  was  paffed,  a  long  and 
animated  debate  took  place,  in  which  the 
Royal  Party,  gained  no  farther  fuccefs  than 
by  caufing  the  difpofal  of  the  Royal  Family 

to 
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to  heltnchtioncd  in  the  ftcond  article;  and 
the  titjboof  Firft  Citizen,  which  the  Com- 
mittee :df  Conftitution  would  have  had  the 
King' to  take,  to  be  omitted  in  the  form  of 
hi&  Majefty's  oath.  It  was  obferved,  that 
the  word  Citizen  implying  equality,  the  ex- 
preffion  of  Firji  Citizen  was  a  folecifm  in 
terms. 

The  Bifhop  of  Clermont  declared  in  a 
very  formal  manner,  that  he  fhould  except 
from  his  oath  all  that  regarded  fpiritual 
matters,  and  his  declaration  was  not  ob- 
jcdfcd'to  by  any  perfon. 

The  burdens  of  the  patriotic  hymns  in  the 
Champ  de  Mars  againft  the  Ariftocrats, 
were  only  in  a  manner  a  piarody  of  the  de- 
crees paffed  at  the  time  by.  the  Affembly 
againft  the  different  clafles  meant  by  that 
fatal  word.  The  property  of  the  Clergy 
having  been  declared  national,  and  the  falc 
of  the  whole  already  ordered,  there  remained 
nothing  more  to  plunder  them  of;  but  their 
complete  diforganization  in  fpiritual  affairs 
iqxqnt^  alfo  a  part  of  the  plan  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary Reformers*  and  the  Report  on  the 
4jw$on  ojf  the  Kingdom  into  new  metropo- 
litan circles  *  as  well  as  on  the  fbyug  of  the 

Vol.  II.  LI  fees 
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fees  of  the^new^bSfhoprios  im?eateh  tDepart- 
trifent-,  took  up  theiSatings  m  thfe  beginning 
of  July.-  At  the  fame  time.thfe  Aflenrcbly 
decreed^  federal  articles  of  the.newvjtidic&il 
plan,  Which  entirely  completed  the  annihi* 
.  lation'  of  the  ancient  magistracy. . 
♦..About  the  fame  period  the.  Advocate 
Camus,  in  the  name  of  the  Committee  of 
Penfions,  .gave  a  Report  the  moft  fuiiied  to 
caufe  all  who  had  fhared  thofe  favours  to  be 
cotifidcred  as  fo  many  greedy  and  .cobtamp*- 
tiblc:itttriguers,  who  had  pradifed  the  tttoft 
criminal  means  to  plunder  the  public  trea- 
fury*-  "  The  cburtkirs  and  intriguers/*  faid 
he  "  got  -all, -while* thay  who.  were  really 
**  ^entitled,  rewfciiM  deftkute  of  afliftance. 

V  That  wa&*i«thfc  ottlyabufe;  a  multitude 
-"  6f  titk*-Were  Wped^ori  the  fa*neJbead> 

V  ^which 'maked  this  expence  amount  not 
**  orilyto  thirty^inlftte^S^k^,  if  doUGtfStt 
;"  and  penfiteas  are^added,  to  fifty-fefght^hl^ 
**  lions* — from  wliich  we  have'-befeft  induced 
*%  to  propofejhe -total  abolition- of  penfions, 
**  "gifts,  ^^gr?itificatioris,:e^iftirtg  enthe^lft 
*4-of  JanuaV^  1730,  or  ^vlifeh  lifey  haVfc^Jeen 
^'Ig^ted'facfe/-  ;!fe:xK*^cJwfcV6i-,  *&«&- 
"  dp;  fc*^  Pfifc  4ahte  time  fhat  We  demand 
: ;  *        2  *  ^  ;  •*'■' their 
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*f  their  {jjppreflion,  we  propofc  to  you  to 
' c  create  a  certain  portion  to  the  amount  6f 
*  *  ten  millions,  and  they  Who  have  ddferved 
**  them  need  not  fear  that-  the  claims  of 
*"*  people  unworthy  of  that  reward  fliall  be 
"  preferred:  yet 'as  to  thofe  who  have  no 
11  title,  we  muft  not  throw  them  into  de- 
*'  fpondency ;  afuhv  af  #our  millions  muft 
* v  be  applied  for  them,  ^hich  fhall  be  gra- 
"  dually  decreafed.  It  is  propofed  to  fup- 
"  prefs  alfo,  i  ft/ The  governments  of  thfc 
"  provinces,  and  caftles  which  do  not  rfe± 
"  quire  refidehce :  thefe  are,"  continued  lie, 
**„in  the  military  line  what  abbeys  areifa  thfe 
"cl  ecclefiaftical  order,  that  is  to  fay,  they  an- 
Twerno  purpofe*.  *  2dly.  The  fettleftidfot 


tC 


*  This  pettifogger,  it  is' clear," Jdid  hot  Know,  that  in 
the  noble 'profefliorr  of  arms,  that 4fa  trie  opinion  of  tht 
French  chivalry,  fnoderate  appointments  attached  to  an 
honourable  title,  thqugh  vithoift  employment*  rewarded 
an  heroic  a&ion*  an  important  on  glorious  fervice,  £ 
thoufand  times  more  than  a  penfion  of  double  "the  in- 
come could  have  done;  It"  was  the  fame  with  refpeft  to 
the  ecclefiaftical  order.  In  this'vicw,  therefore,  it  was 
true  economy  to  preserve  the  gbvernments  and  jrtje  ab- 
beys, by  invariably  referring  the  diftribution  of  thofe 
favours. to  the  ofcje&  of  their  inftitution.        .  « 

.      .  .    .  Ll2  "of 
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14  of  penfions  on  the  defendants  of  the  per- 
"  fon  to  whom  they  were  granted." 

A  few  days  after,  the  Aflembly,  on  the 
continuation  of  this  Report,  decreed  the 
rules  of  economy,  or  rather  of  fordid  nig- 
gardlinefs,  according  to  which  the  penfions 
arid  gratifications  were  to  be  granted: 
which  (hows  that  I  was  not  wrong  whenL 
I  faid,  that  the  people  in  the  Champ  de 
Mars  in  finging  Crevent  Us  AriflocraUs 
parodied  and  chanted  what  the  Aflembly  de- 
creed. 

The  Minifters  alfo  formed  a  clafs  of  Arif- 
tocr^s;  and  for  fome  time  they  had  in  turn 
been  the  objett  of  abufe  among  the  editors 
of  newfpapers,  *  of  fufpicions  among  the 
Committees  of  Inquiry,  and  in  general  of 
the  moft  ferious  denunciations,  which,  though 
deftitute  of  proofs,  were  admitted  with  avi- 
dity by  the  credulity  of  the  multitude,  and 
which  the  Aflembly  themfelves  but  very 
feebly  reprefled.  The  idolatry  which  had 
been  beftowed  on  Mr.  Necker  was  entirely 
out  of  fafliion ;  the  golden  calf  was  no 
longer  worfhipped.  The  Count  de  la  Lw- 
zerne,  the  Minifter  of  the  Naty,  a  true  and 
faithful  fervant  of  the  King,   found  himfelf 

-    reduced 
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reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  drawing  up  and 
publifliing  a  large  volume,  to  refute  the  atro- 
cious charges  impudently  brought  againfl 
him  in  a  denunciation  laid  before  the  Na- 
tional Affembly  by  fome  worthlefs  people  of 
St.  Domingo.  M .  de  St.  Prieft,  whofe  ar- 
dent and  invariable  devotion  to  the  King  had 
drawn  upon  him  feveral  attacks  equally  un- 
juft,  was  obliged,  a  few  days  before  the  Fe- 
deration, to  repel  a  frefh  one  of  a  much 
more  ferious  nature.  The  Solicitor  of  the 
Commune,  by  defire  of  the  Committee  of 
Inquiry  for  the  town,  who  faid  they  had 
confuited  with  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  of 
the  National  Affembly,  accufed  him  of  trea- 
fon  againft  the  Nation,  and  of  being  com- 
bined in  a  pretended  confpiracy  fet  on  foot 
by  M.  de  Maillebois  and  M .  de  Bonne- 
Savardin.  This  charge  w,as  founded  folejy 
on  a  kind  of  journal  or  memorandum  found 
among  the  papers  of  M .  de  Bonne-Savardin, 
who  had  been  arretted,  and  on  the  fufpicion 
that  the  name  of  Farcy  applied  to  M.  de 
St.  Priejl.  As  foon  as  he  was  informed  of 
the  accufation  laid  againft  him  by  the  Soli* 
citor  of  the  Commune,  he  refuted  it  with 
force  and  dignity  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote 

LI  3  to 
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to  the  Affembly ;  by  which  he  prevented  the 
ill  effedfc  that  fuch  an  imputation  could  not 
have  failed  to  produce  on  that  occafion  had 
it  remained  unanfwered  *. 

Meanwhile  the  Deputies  fent  from  the 
Provinces  to  the  Federation  were  daily  ar- 
riving in  crowds  in  the  Capital.  The  Pari- 
fian  National  .Guard  paid  to  thofe  who  had 
arrived  the  compliment  of  affociating  them 
in  the  guard  of  the  King  and  of  the  Affem- 
bly,  and  the  moft  perfect  cordiality  ieemed 
to  reign  among  them.  On  Saturday  the 
lOth  df  July,  in  the  afternoon,  the  Deputa- 
tion of  the  Bretons  arrived  with  their  arms 
and  baggage,  and  halted  at  the  Tuilleries 
under  the  King's  windows.  Their  Com- 
mander, with  whom  I  was  well  acquainted 

*  M.  de  Bonnc-Savardin  efcaped  from  the  prifon  of 
the  Abbaye  on  the  13th  of  July,  at  nine  o'clock  at  night, 
by  means  of  a  counterfeit  order  from  the  Committee 
of  Inquiry,  which  was  carried  to  the  jailer  by  two  of 
his  friends  drefled  in  the  uniform  of  the  National  Guard, 
who  having  a  hackney  coach  with  them  went  with  him 
into  it  and  carried  him  off.  He  was  afterwards  arretted 
oa  the  28th  of  July  at  Chalons  on  the  Marne  with  the 
Abbe  de  Barmsnt,  a  Member  of  the  Affembly,  who  had 
given  him  a  place  in  his  carriage. 


in 
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ip  Britany*,  was  not  4^cjf})t4n  fpirit,  but 
his.  imagination  was  rather  top  ardent,  and 
he  had  a  familiarity  which  nothing  could 
reprefs.  He  did  not  hefitate  a  moment  to 
go  into  the  Palace,  where  he-  obtained  ad- 
million  to  the  King,  made  him  a  fpeech  ex- 
tremely loyal,  and  concluded  with  bending 
down  to  his  Majefty's  knees  to  embrace 
them.  The  King  raifed  him,  and;  preffing 
him  in  his  arms  with  a  truly  paternal  kind* 
nefs,  faid:  ".Give  this  embrace  from  me 
"  to  all  your  comrades,  and  tell  them  how 
"  much  I  feel  at  the  fentiments  you  have 
"  cxpreffed  to  me  in  their  name."  The 
lively  emotion  with  which  his  Majefty  pro- 
nounced thefe  words  could  leave  no  doubt  of 
their  fincerity.  The  fcene  greatly  affe&ed  all 
who  witnefled  it,  and  at  the  inftant  the 
Palace  every  where  refounded  with  the 
fhouts  of  Vive  le  Roi ! 

On  the  nth  the  King  reviewed  fome  divi- 
sions of  the  National  Guard,  t  The  Queen 

*  His  name  was  Putot  de  Thievant :  he  was  a  phyfi- 
cian  comraiffioned  by  the  King  to  fuperintend  epidemic 
difeafes  in  Britany,  under  the  command  of  the  Inten- 
dant ;  but  the  perpetual  quarrels  in  which  the  exceflive 
ardour  of  his  zeal  involved  him,  very  rarely  admitted  of 
his  being  employed. 

L  1  4  w^s 
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was  prcfcnt  with  her  children;  and  their 
Majcfties  paid  the  moft  flattering  attention 
to  the  Federates,  who  were  upon  the  ground 
in  very  great  numbers. 

On  the  12th  the  Federates  of  Tours,  ao 
companied  by  the  Deputies  of  Touraine  to 
the  National  Aflembly,  were  prefented  to  the 
King,  to  whom  they  offered  the  ring  which 
Henry  IV.  had  given  to  the  Benedi&ines  of 
Marmoutier  near  Tours,  in  memory  of  the 
fignal  fervices  of  the  faithful  Touranefe ;  and 
befought  his  Majefty  to  deign  to  wear  that 
ring  on  his  finger  on  the  14th  of  July.  The 
King  was  highly  pleafed  at  this  mark  of  re- 
fpe6t,  and,  in  his  reply  to  the  fpeech  that 
'  accompanied  it,  faid,  that  he  fhould  with 
great  pleafure  wear  Henry  the  Fourth's  ring 
on  that  day. 

On  the  day  before  the  Federation,  M.  de 
la  Fayette  prefented  the  Chiefs  of  the  De- 
putation of  all  the  National  Guards  of  the 
Kingdom  to  the  King,  and  in  their  name  ad- 
dreffed  the  following  fpeech  to  his  Majefty ; 

"  Sire, 
V  In  the  courfe  of  the  remarkable  events 
•'  which  have  reftored  imprefcriptible  rights 
"  to  us,  while  the  energy  of  the  People  and 

"  the 
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"  tlie  virtues  of  their  King  have  fet  fuch 
"  great  examples  to  nations  and  their  fove- 
**  reigns,  we  delight  to  revere  in  your 
"  Majefty  the  nobleft  of  all  titles,  that  of 
"  Head  of  the  French,  and  King  of  a  free 
"  People. 

"  Enjoy,  Sire,  the  reward  of  your  vir- 
<r  tues,  and  let  thefe  pure  offerings  of  re- 
€$  fpe<3:,  which  defpotifm  cannot  com- 
"  mand,  be  the  glory  and  the  recompenfe  of 
"  a  Citizen-King.  You  wifhed  that  we 
11  fliould  have  a  Conftitution  founded  on 
^liberty  and  public  order;  liberty  is  fe- 
r<  cured  to  us,  and  our  zeal  will  fecure  pub- 
"  Ik  order. 

i'  The  National  Guards  of  France  fwear 
il  to  your  Majefty  an  obedience  that  fhall 
"  have  no  bounds  but  the  law,  no  end  but 
"  that  of  their  lives." 

The  affedtionate  and  warm  reply  which 
his  Majefty  made  to  this  fpeech,  was  a  ftrik- 
ing  contraft  to  the  extreme  coldnefs  of  that 
conftitutional  love  offered  to  him  by  M.  dt 
la  Fayette,  and  made  the  Federates  regret 
that  they  had  not  at  their  head  a  more  faith- 
ful interpreter  of  their  fentiments. 

"  lam 
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"  I  am  delighted,"  faid  the  Kiflgt*"-with 
•4  the  teftimonies  of  afi&tioa-and  £ttach-- 
*?  ment  which  you  give  n&e  an  the  name-  of 
"  the  National  Guards  aflfembled  from  all 
M  parts  of  France.  May  the  folemn  day, 
fi  on  which  you  are  about  to  renew  in  com- 
•-'  mon  your  oath .  to  the  Constitution,  dif- 
11  pel  all  diffenfions,  reftore  tranquillity, 
Ji  and  nx  the  reign  of  liberty  and  law 
"  throughout  the  Kingdom  !  Defenders  of 
u  the  public  order  I  friends  of  the  laws  and 
14  of  liberty!  refle<5t  that  your  firftduty  is 
"  to  maintain  order  and  to  fubmit  to  the 
€t  laws ;  that  the  benefit  of  a  free  conflitu^ 
€t  tion  (hould  be  equal  to  all ;  that  the;  greater 
"  the  freedom  of  man  the  more  heinous- are 
"  offences  committed  againft  liberty,  the 
"  more  heinous  all  aft r. of  violence  an4  con- 
"  ftraint  which  are  not .  commanded  by  the 
"  law. 

ff  Tell  your  fellow-citizen*  from  me,  that 
€*  I  would  gladly  have  fpoken  to  jthem  att; 
"  as  I  fpeak  to  you  now:  tell  them  from 
4<  me,  that  their  King  is  their  father,  their 
"  brother,  their  friend;  that  he.  .cannot  be 
•4  happy  but  as  they  are  happy;  gvezt,  but 
"  as  they  are  glorious;  powerful; .  but  as 

"  they 
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they  are  free ;  rich,  but  as  they  are  pros- 
perous ;  and  that  if  they  fuffer,  he  fuffers 
with  them.  Above  all,  carry  my  words, 
or  rather  the  feeling*  of  my  heaxt,  intq 
humble  cottages,  and  to  the  rttrtata  of  thfc 
unfortunate :  tell  them,  that  though  it  is- 
not  in  my  power  to  accompany  you  per- 
fonally  to  their  fheds,  I  wifh  to  be  ever 
prefent  with  them  by  my  affe&ion,  and 
by  enforcing  the  laws,  the  guardians 
of  the  people;  that  I  fhall  watch  over 
them,  live  for  them,  and  if  necejfary 
die  for  them. .  And  tell  the  different  Pro- 
vinces of  my  Kingdom,  that  the  fooner 
I  am  permitted  by  circumftances  to  ac-, 
complifh  the  gratification  of  the  wifh  I 
have  formed  to  vifit  them,  with  my  fa- 

•  mily,  the  happier  I  fhall  be." 

On  the  14th,  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  Federates,  who  had  aflembled  in 
the  great  flreet  of  the  Fauxbourg  St.  An- 
toine,  repaired  to  the  boulevard  of  the 
Temple,  where  the  Deputation  of  each  De- 
partment received  its  banners*.     This  im- 

menfe 

*  All  thefe  banners  were  ordered  by  the  Commune  of 
Paris  at  their  own  expence.     On  one  fide  was  the  name 

of 
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menfe  train  filed  along  the  boulevard,  turned 
into  the  rue  St.  Denis,  paffed  through  the 
ruedela  Ferronerie,  the  rue  St.  Honor e\ 
as  far  as  the  Place  Louis  XV,  the  Queen's 
Road,  and  the  highway  below  Chaillot  to 
the  bridge  of  boats  that  had  been  formed 
oppofite  to  the  Military  School,  to  be  the 
avenue  to  the  Champ  de  Mars. 

The  proceffion  was  opened  by  a  troop  of 
horfe  of  the  National  Guard,  with  ar  ftand- 
ard  and  four  trumpets.  The  Commander  of 
the  cavalry  and  the  Major  were  at  the  head 
of  this  detachment.  The  train  then  conti- 
nued in  the  following  order  : — A  company 
of  Grenadiers,  preceded  by  a  band  of  mufic 
and  drums ;  the  Eledtors  of  Paris  ;  a  com* 
pany  of  Volunteers  ;  the  Reprefentatives  of 
the  Communes ;  the  Military  Committee  ; 
a  company  of  Rangers;  the  drums  of  the 
town;  the  Prefidents  of  the  Diftrf&s;  the 
Deputies  of  the  Commune  for  the  Federal 
Compact;  the  fixty  Magiftrates  of  the  Muni- 
cipality,  accompanied  by  the  Town  Guards; 
another  band  of  mufic  add  drums;  the  bat- 
talion of  Cadets  or  the  Military  apprentices  ; 

of  the  Department,  and  the  word  Confiitutien,  and  on 
the  other,  The  National  Federation  at  Paris  y  July  14, 
1790. 

the 
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the  battalion  of  Veterans ;  the  Deputations 
of  the  forty-two  firft  Departments,  accord- 
ing to  alphabetical  order,  each  with  their  co- 
lours and  drums  at  their  head ;  the  National 
Affembly,  who  joined  the  proceflion  by  the 
draw-bridge  of  the  garden  of  the  Tuillerics, 
furrounded  by  detachments  and  colours  of 
the  Parifian  National  Guards :  after  them 
came  the  Deputations  of  the  troops  of  the 
line  and  of  the  naval  forces,  preceded  by  the 
Royal  Qriflamb,  carried  between  tvvp  Mar- 
fhals  of  France,  who  were  at  the  head  of 
this  Deputation 4  then  followed  the  Gene- 
ral Officers ;  thofe  on  the  Staff  of  the  Army ; 
thofc  of  the  Artillery  and  Engineers ;  the 
Deputies  of  all  the  regiments  of  Foot,  Ca- 
vajry,  Dragoons,  Huffars,  and  Rangers,  ac- 
cording to  their  rank ;  the  troops  of  the 
King's  Houfehold  and  of  thofe  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  brothers ;  the  Officers  of  the  Navy, 
with  the  Count  .d'EJiaing  at  their  head,  and 
the  Deputations  of  the  remaining  forty-one 
Departments.  The  proceflion  was  clofed  by 
a  cpmpany  of  Volunteer  Rangers,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  the  Parifian  National  Guard, 
having  a  ftandard  and  two  trumpets. 

The  fhowy  and  tafty   drefles  of  the  De- 
putations 
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putations  of  the  National  Guards,  the'airi*- 
licfs  of  their  gait,  the  jollity  of  the  fpe&a- 
tors,  their  fongs  and  fhouts,  gavethifrfpec- 
tacle  the  joyous  and  animated  appearand- of 
a  popular  feftival.  The  Deputations  of  the 
regiments  compofed  of  the  veterans  of  the 
army  had  kfs  fprightlinefs,  and  wefre  re- 
marked for  the  (erenity  of  their  countenance  • 
the  looks  of  all  being  turned, ,  with  a  moft 
lively  intereft,  on  the  Gardes»du-Corps\ 
teftified  to  them  the  general  recolle&iAn  of 
the  proofs  they  had' given  of  their -coura- 
geous fidelity. '  The  heavy  -rain  that  fell 
on  thefe  battalions  during  the  whole  of 
their  march,  in  which  they  often  halted, 
did  not  leffen  the  vivacity  of  their  raptures. 
The  multitude  that  lined  the  wholex>f  their 
way,  the  crowded  windows,  the  indifference, 
of  the  Federates  and  their  retinue  to  the 
weather,  the  dead  filerice  afterwards  reigning  * 
within  the  town,  which  was  abfolutely  de- 
fertcd,  all  concurred  to  increafe  the  extraor- 
dinary effect  of  the  view  which  the  Capital 
and  its  etivirons  prefented  at  this  mo- 
ment. 

The  arrival  of  the  Federates  in  the  Champ 

de  Mdfs,  as  Well  as  that  of  the  King,  arid 

'  "-'J     %  of 


of.:the  NaticmaliAilbmbly,  were  announced 
by  a  general  dift^argr  of  cannon*  .  The  Dcv- 
putations  of  the  Departments  proceeded  with 
<hto  greaiteffcofefe)  to  the  plafces  pointed  out 

To  any  one.  who  wag  not  prefent  it  VWnild 
%fe  diSffieuIt  td  give  a  juft  idea  of.  the  magni- 
ficat fight  pre&nted  by  this  vaft  amphi- 
theatre raifed  in  the  '^Champ-  de  Mars.  Oft 
the  terrace  of  the  Military  School,  which 
flood  at  the  upper  end  of  the  field  fronting 
the  avenue  from  the  river,  there  was  raifed 
a  crefeent  of  fteps,  the  top  of  which  form- 
ed a  platform,  where  the  King's  tribune,  the 
feats  of  {he  National'  Affembly,  and  fome 
common  tribunes  ^'ere  placed.  Over  this 
platform  was  ftretched' an  awning  of  fail- 
cloth,  ornamented  with  fleurs  de  lys,  and 
ftreamers  of  the  National  colour^.  The  white 
flag  was  flying  in  the  middle,  above  th6 
King's  tribune.  .  On  each  fide  of  this  ele- 
vation a  cifde  of  thirty  rows  of  lleps^  wis 
raifed,  with  a  very  gentle  aftrent,  where  the 
fpedtators  were  commodioufly  feated;  and 
behind  whom  there  flill  remained  room 
enoqghf^^ye^Lmqre  rows  of  perfons  to 
fland.  Upwards  of  three  hundred  thoufand 
i  „:l.  .  fouls 
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fouls  occupied  this  circumference,  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  which  paflkges  were  amply 
provided. 

In  the  middle  of  the  Champ  de  Mars 
was  eredted  the  National  Altar,  having  four 
fronts,  ornamented  with  figures,  and  loaded 
with  infcriptions.  One  was  Voltaire- s:  fa- 
mous couplet,  which  the  Aflerably  had  been 
enlarging  upon  in  the  firft  chapter  of  the 
Confutation : 

Les  mart  eh  font  igaux  ;  ce  neji  pas  la  naiffance, 
C'ejl  lajeule  vertu  qui  fait  la  difference. 

An  excellent  religious  maxim,  but  as  ab- 
furd  in  politics,  and  as  completely;  falfe  in 
almoftall  the  relations  between  man  and 
man,  as  it  is  juft  and  confolatory  in  an  evan- 
gelical fenfe,  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  relations 
of  Man  with  the  Supreme  Being. 

The  following  couplet  Was  alfo  among 
the  others:  it  contains  a  more  unequivo- 
cal truth,  and  really  applicable  to  focial  Li- 
berty. 

La  Lot  dans  tout  etat  doit  ilre  univerfeUe  ; 

Les  mortels,  queh  q£ih  foietifi,  f9*t  iguux   deyant 

A  third 
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A  third  infcription  was  compofed  of  thefe 
words  :-— 


La  Nation,  la  Lot,  et  le  Roi.  La  Nation  c'ejl  Vous. 
La  Loi  c'ejl  encore  Vous,  c'ejt  votre  Volonti.  Le 
Roic'ejl  le  Gardien  de  la  Loi. 

The  Nation,  the  Law,  and  the  King.  The  Nation, 
that  is  yourfelves.  The  Law,  that  is  your- 
felv«s— it  is  your  will.  The  King,  that  is 
the  Guarcjian  of  the  I^aw. 

At  the  extremity  of  the  inclofure,  on  the 
fide  next  the  river,  there  was  a  grand  tri- 
umphal arch,  overloaded  with  trophies,  em- 
blems, allegorical  figures,  and  infcriptions 
in  lines -to  look  like  verfe,  but  which  were 
bad  profe  in  bad  rhyme.  Of  thefe  I  fhall 
give  but  one  example  : 

Confacris  au  travail  de  la  Conjiitution 

Nous  le  terminerons : 
Le  pauvrefous  ce  deffenfeur 
Ne  craindra  plus  que  Vopprejjeur 
Lui  rcrviffefon  heritage : 
Tout  nous  offre  d'heureux  pre/ages, 

Touteflatte  nos  defirs. 
Douce  Paiz  !  loin  de  nous  (carte  les  orages 

Et  comble  nos  plaijirs. 

It  was  through  this  triumphal  arch,  placed 
Vol.  II.  Mm  at 
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at  the  foot  of  the  bridge  of  boats,  that  the 
Federates  and  the  AfTembly  entered  the 
Champ  de  Mars,  amidft  the  firing  of  the 
cannon,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, — 
The  King  and  Royal  Family  entered  by  the 
Military  School.  The  Federates  ranged 
themfelves  in  elliptical  lines;  and,  in  the 
interior  of  the  inclofure,  between  them  and 
the  fteps  of  the  fides,  were  placed  the  Pa- 
rifian  "National  Guard.  The  circular  am- 
phitheatre, as  before  obferved,  was  occupied 
by  about  three  hundred  thoufand  fpe&ators, 
and  the  arena  by  thirty  thoufand  foldiers^ — 
The  crefcent  before  the  Military  School  was 
occupied  by  the  King  on  the  Throne,  .to  the 
right  of  which,  three -or  four  inches  lower, 
was  placed  the  chair  of  the  Prefident  of  the 
AfTembly.  The  Queen  and  the  Royal  Fa- 
mily were  in  an  alcove  behind  the  King's  tri- 
bune. The  covered  gallery  which  ran  on 
each  fide  of  this  tribune  was  filled  with  the 
members  of  the  National  Affembly,  the  fub-r 
ftitutes,  (fuppleans)  and  the  Magiftracy. 
On  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  oppofite 
to  the  Champ  de  Mars,  were  feen  the 
rifing  grounds  of  Chaillot  and  Paffy,  co- 
vered by    innumerable  crowds    of    fpetfa- 

tors. 
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*tors.     Such  was  the  whole  of  this  irnmenfe 
picture. 

The  Royal  Oriflamb,  or  ftandard,  and  the 
eighty-three  ^banners  of  the  Departments 
formed  a  quadruple  line,  femicircular  before 
the  Altar.  The  Bifhop  of  Autun,  who  of- 
ficiated, pronounced  the  bleffing  upon  them 
after  the  Mafs.  M.  de  la  Fayette,  who  was 
appointed  by  the  King  Major-General  of 
the  Federation,  then  gave  the  fignal  for  the 
taking  of  the  oath,  and,  ^fcending  the  Altar, 
pronounced  it,  while  the  fpedtators  held  up 
their  hands,  and  the  Federates  their  drawn 
f words,  in  token  of  aflent.  The  Prefident 
of  the  Aflembly  next  rofe,  and  took  the 
fame  oath,  which  was  immediately  repeat- 
ed by  his  colleagues,  and  by  all  the  Fede- 
rates. The  King  rofe  laft,  and  pronounced 
his  oath  according  to  the  form  decreed  by 
the  National  Aflembly;  after  which,  the 
Queen,  raifing  the  Dauphin  in  her  arms, 
fhowed  him  feveral  times  to  the  people,  and 
to  the  army,  on  which  they  all  broke  out 
into  the  livelieft  demonftrations  of  love  for 
their  Monarch  and  his  auguft  Family.  The 
oaths  were  all  followed  by  2l  general  dif- 
charge  of  the  guns  of  the  Invalids  and  Mi- 

M  m  2  litary 
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litary  School.  At  the  conclufion  of  the 
oaths,  the  Te  Deum  was  chanted  by  the 
Bifhop  of  Autun,  and  performed  by  the 
band  of  mufic  ftationed  near  the  Altar.  The 
ceremony,  was  concluded  by  the  waving  of 
thoufands  of  hats  in  the  air,  and  by 
general  (houts  of  Vive  le  Roil  Vive  l& 
Nation ! 

Few  accidents  happened  to  diflurb  the  joy 
of  the  day.  The  worft  was  the  finking  in 
of  one  of  the  ends  of  the  bridge  of  boats, 
in  the  return  from  the  Champ  de  Mars.— 
The  perfons  who  were  on  that  part  at  the 
time,  fell  into  the  boats  that  fupported  -the 
bridge,  and  efcaped  with  fome  flight  bruifes  j 
but  the  fudden  prefs  of  the  crowd  on  the . 
part  that  had  not  given  way,  threw  fomfe  per- 
fons over  into  the  river :  none,  however, 
were  drowned. 

After  the  ceremony,  part  of  the  Fede- 
rates went  to  the  Chateau  de  la  Muette, 
where  tables  were  laid  for  them ;  others  re- 
turned to  Paris,  and  fome  ftt  off  that  very 
evening  for  the  country.  M.  de  la  Fayette 
appeared  at  the  feaft  at  la  Micette,  where, 
as  had  been  the  cafe  at  the  Champ  de  Mars, 
the  homage,  the  carefles,  the  embraces,  and 
2  all 
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all  the :  dembnftrations .  of  popular  idolatry, 
which  Mr.  Necker  had'  enjoyed  the  pre- 
ceding July,  were  lavifhed  on  him. 

The  Deputies  to  the  Federation  continued. 
feafting  and  amufing  themfelves  for  feveral 
days.  The  people  gave  themfelves  up  to 
rapture :  their  joy  was  marked  with  no  dis- 
order, but  always  mingled  with  fome  voci- 
ferations againft  the  Ariftocrats.  ,  On  the 
Sunday  following,  {July  \%th)  they  affem- 
bled  again  in  the  Champ  de  Mars,  where 
they  fang  and  danced,  and  eat  and  drank, 
all  the  day  long.  M.  de  la  Fayette  reviewed 
a  part  of  the  army  there,  and  alfo  fome  of 
the  National  Guards  of  the  Departments, 
who  had  not  fet  out  on  their  return.  A  bal- 
loon had  been  prepared,  but  it  unfortunately 
burft  and  wounded  feveral  perfons.  At  night 
there  was  a  fhow  upon  the  Seine,  fire-Works 
on  the  Pont-Royal,  and  balls  on  the  ruins 
of  the  Baftille,  in  the  Corn  Market,  and 
at  the  Champs  Elifees,  which  were  magni- 
ficently illuminated,  as  was  likewife  every 
part  of  the  town. 

Thus  was  celebrated  this  famous  feftival, 
the  Striking  folemnity  of  which  will  for 
ever  perpetuate  to  the  difgrace  of  France, 

the 
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the  memory  of  the  falfeft  oath  ever  taken  ; 
for  all  who  took  it  have  been  forfworn,  the 
King  alone  excepted.  Alas  !  he  paid  dearly 
for  that  fatal  fidelity  ! 
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